


Introductions
● The Canadian Peace Museum is a:

○ Grassroots, Bancroft-based non profit
○ registered charity

● Chris Houston is the Executive Director. Also:
○ Former humanitarian worker
○ Faculty, University of Toronto
○ Board of directors, North Hastings Community Cupboard
○ Bancroft Safety & Wellness Committee 

● Today: Peace, environmentalism
● Anything else?



=

April 29, 2017

Sana’a, Yemen

Yemen, March to September 2017



Residential and 
warehouse 
bombings

April 29, 2017

Sana’a, Yemen



Enjoying fresh 
fish

April 20, 2017

Hodedah fish 
market, 
Yemen



Street water 
distribution

April 13, 2017

Sana’a, 
Yemen



What 
is

Peace?
Kindness & a fair society?

Absence of war? Tranquility?

Diplomacy & good relations?



https://docs.google.com/file/d/12xAXA9IVX1BavrNndl-O78GdtKFXBPsm/preview


Birds Creek Beavers

Peace is:

● Calmness
● Feeling safe
● Watching a sunset on the lake
● Helping others when they fall
● Kindness
● Forgiveness
● Not being bullied



Positive Peace includes:

● Absence of crime and violence
● Well-functioning democracy and 

institutions
● Good relations with neighbours
● Equal access to healthcare, 

educations, jobs
● Gender equality, absence of all 

types of discrimination



Negative Peace:

The absence of fear 
and violence

Positive Peace: 

The presence of 
attitudes, institutions, 
and structures that 
create and sustain 
peaceful, thriving 
societies

We need both



Positive Peace is the “presence of justice” - Martin Luther King Jr.
Letter from Birmingham Jail, 16 April 1963

Recreation of Martin Luther King Jr.'s cell, the National Civil 
Rights Museum (Memphis, Tennessee



Ongoing armed conflicts



Increasing prevalence of wars



Peacefulness in Bancroft



Trends in Canada - polarization
2023 data



Peace is normal

War and violence have 
always been abnormal

Professor Wim Laven

Stories of Peace Awards

Village Playhouse

Sept 2023



The normality of peace, abnormality of war

● Disagreement and conflict is normal

● War is abnormal
○ Combatants need training and live with PTSD
○ Most countries are not in war
○ Overwhelmingly people hate war
○ News focuses on the new and the unusual



Canada is the 14th most peaceful nation
Source: Global Peace Index, 2026 (Institute of Economics & Peace)



News definition:
● What is new; and
● What is unusual

Peace is normal 
and therefore not 
newsworthy



Canada’s contributions to peacefulness
Not peaceful

● Colonization 
● Weapon exports
● Support for war

Peaceful

● UN Peacekeeping, 1956
● Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948
● Montreal Protocol on Greenhouse gases, 1967
● Ottawa Treaty on Landmines, 1997
● Support people escaping conflict (but not all 

people equality)

We believe that me must learning from the good and the 
bad and the nuanced complexity of history



What drives peace?



Drivers of peace

● Inclusive, well-functioning democracy
● Fair access to services and resources
● Fair access to healthcare and support services
● Affordability of food, housing
● Educated population
● Independent media



Drivers of conflict

● Unfair systems
● Undemocratic processes
● Environmental harm



The importance of healthy ecosystems 
and environmental protection 



“Findings consistently show a significant positive 
association between environmental harm and military 

conflicts”

Source: War and warming: The effects of climate change on 
military conflicts in developing countries (1995–2020)
Authors: Jeremy Ko, Professor Harry F. Lee Ph.D, and Chun Kai Leung PhD

Published in: Innovation and Green Development Volume 3, Issue 4, December 
2024



Environmental harm drives war



What can we 
do to advance peace?



Some step to advance peace
● Learn to navigate nuance
● Learn tools for non-violent communications (this is a learning event, thanks!)
● Build community (the Gemboree is this, thank you!)
● Foster a healthy planet and respect for nature
● Create space for peaceful learning (thanks to those who already support the 

peace museum)



Promoting peace and 
environmentalism in difficult 

times



From: Sources of 
Trust in Uncertain 
Times (2022) Caroline 
Loewen, Muse 
Magazine



A nice secondary benefit of museums



Educating and informing

Universities

● Top down learning
● Available to those who 

can afford

Museums

● Self-paced learning
● Available to general public, 

all ages
● Should be easily accessible

Typically both in urban centres and to somewhat 
inaccessible and aloof. We are neither



About the Canadian Peace Museum



The Canadian Peace Museum

● Is a non profit and 
registered charity.

● Promotes peace, 
environmentalism, 
democracy, and a fair 
society.

● Proudly based in 
beautiful Bancroft.

● Grassroots, minimal 
government funding.

19 Valleyview Drive, Bancroft



19 Valleyview Drive, Bancroft



Our space and our events

● Hosts book launches, learning, 
music, community groups, 
seed exchanges.

● Informs people about local 
conservation, ecosystem, and 
environmental protection.

● Supports local groups that get 
food to our neighbours.

CanadianPeaceMuseum.ca/events

http://canadianpeacemuseum.ca/events






Other activities

● Support to 
Well-being North 
Hastings

● A community 
garden

● Our annual 
Stories of Peace 
award



● Tourism is important to Bancroft, each 
tourist we attract brings $270 per day of 
value to the local economy (stores, gas 
stations, hoteliers, restaurants).

● Tourism to the U.S. is declining. Attracting 
international tourist is an opportunity to 
advance rural development without taxing 
local people.

Another benefit of museums



Economic impact of museums

“...museums play an important role in 
addressing contemporary social 
issues. By strengthening creativity, a 
sense of belonging and civic 
engagement, museums have the 
power to contribute to the economy, 
social capital and the well-being of a 
local community.” 



Our collection and building



Symbols of peace



1,000 Faces of Peace



Peace posters







Video tour of the Canadian Peace Museum (3 minutes)

Website link: https://canadianpeacemuseum.ca/building 

https://canadianpeacemuseum.ca/building
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMJk3Kpu0ds


Renovations are ongoing



Our volunteers



Our community garden
The Peace Garden



Our Community 
Garden, designed 
by local 
Algonquin artist 
Sherry Crawford

Wetlands



Concluding comments

● Peace promotion is important and increasingly urgent
○ Globally, Canada is influential
○ Locally, the need is rising

● We’re fundraising for renovations. We need your help!
○ We need $120,000 for Phase 1
○ Room sponsorship options range from $5,000 to $50,000
○ Smaller donations of $20 to $250 fuel renovations
○ We love monthly donors 

Questions and comments welcome



Any questions?
Presenter: Chris Houston

To donate & learn more: CanadianPeaceMuseum.ca
We are on Facebook, Instagram etc


