SPEAKER SERIES

AT THE CURLING CLUB VENUE

Chris Houston

SATURDAY, AUGUST T°" - 4:00PM

Peace & The Environment

Chris Houston, from the Canadian Peace Museum, will talk about
the links between peace building and the natural environment,
showing how environmental harms can lead to conflict. Chris is a
Community Fellow at the Dahdaleh Institute of Global Health
Research, and his talk will link themes of peace making, human
health, democracy, and a fair and inclusive society. He will talk
about his humanitarian work in places affected by war and how this
has driven him to promote peace. He will talk about the Canadian
Peace Museum and how peace is important both locally and far
away and what we can do to create a more peaceful, fair society.

CANADIAN
PEACE MUSEUM



Introductions

e The Canadian Peace Museum is a:
o Grassroots, Bancroft-based non profit
o registered charity
e Chris Houston is the Executive Director. Also:
o Former humanitarian worker
o Faculty, University of Toronto
o Board of directors, North Hastings Community Cupboard
o Bancroft Safety & Wellness Committee

e Today: Peace, environmentalism on-‘-
e Anything else? 5UPP B




‘It's a Slow Death’: The World’s

Worst Humanitarian Crisis

By SHUAIB ALMOSAWA, BEN HUBBARD and TROY GRIGGS AUG. 23, 2017

Yemen, March to September 2017




Residential and
warehouse
bombings

April 29, 2017

Sana’a, Yemen




| ’j; Enjoying fresh

fish

April 20, 2017

Hodedah fish
market,
Yemen




Street water
distribution

April 13, 2017

Sana’a,
Yemen
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/12xAXA9IVX1BavrNndl-O78GdtKFXBPsm/preview

Headline News

B | I'd S C free k Beave rs Birds Creek students win first ever Stories of

Peace Award

September 26, 2023
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Calmness

Feeling safe

Watching a sunset on the lake
Helping others when they fall
Kindness

Forgiveness

Not being bullied




Institute for Economics & Peace
Analysing the factors that build, predict and sustain peace

POSITIVE Positive Peace includes:

EE%%ERT e Absence of crime and violence

2024

e Well-functioning democracy and
Sl i institutions
e (Good relations with neighbours
e Equal access to healthcare,
educations, jobs
e Gender equality, absence of all
types of discrimination




Negative Peace: QPositive Peace.:

The presence of
attitudes, institutions,
and structures that
create and sustain
peaceful, thriving
societies

The absence of fear
and violence

We need both



Positive Peace is the “presence of justice” - Martin Luther King Jr.
Letter from Birmingham Jail, 16 April 1963

Recreation of Martin Luther King Jr.'s cell, the National Civil
Rights Museum (Memphis, Tennessee




Ongoing armed conflicts
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Map of ongoing armed conflicts (number of
combat-related deaths in current or previous year):

. Major wars (10,000 or more)
Bl Minor wars (1,000-9,999)
Conflicts (100-999)
Skirmishes and clashes (1-99)




N CTV News

Increasing prevalence of wars U-S. was an 1, '
launch; OUr away’ from
Trumn Ing att Ck On Ira ro m

@ France 24
Israeli attacks in Gaza have stepped up since haltin bombing

inlran

At least five Palestinians were killed in Israe’ < ﬂj';. Reuters

|srael has stepped up attacks in Gaza in the COm
mander wh
o was film
ed killin

o i g civilians in Sudan is back
AS
» udanese paramllltary commander w
rage over videos of him exectin i
’ Asia Times

Myanmar's resource curse fueling its forever war

Myanmar's war is often described as a clash of ideologies, ethnic identities and
competing visions of the state.
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Peacefulness in Bancroft
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Long-awaited answers for family and
Community as opp lay murder

charge in 1991 deqth of Apsley woman

o By Mary Milne
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Bancroft opp charge one Person wi

assault after Complaint over
veekend

» By My Bancroft Now Staff February 3, 2026 u n E

*roft OPP have charged one Person after a member of the public arrived at the local detachment Saturday
‘tan assault from the previous day.
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Trends in Canada - polarization
2023 data

—

|§3‘f;c'$ The Rise of Polarization in Canada

4%

Far and W|denlng of young adults believe the political

stability of Canada is threatened
moderately by the political division
of its people

8%

of young adults believe political
division in Canada will increase

FORUM
BY JUSTIN LING




Peace Is normal

War and violence have

always been abnormal

CANADIAN

PEACE MUSEUM

Professor Wim Laven
Stories of Peace Awards
Village Playhouse

Sept 2023



The normality of peace, abnormality of war

e Disagreement and conflict is normal

e \War is abnormal
o Combatants need training and live with PTSD
o Most countries are not in war
o Overwhelmingly people hate war
o News focuses on the new and the unusual




Canada is the 14th most peaceful nation
Source: Global Peace Index, 2026 (Institute of Economics & Peace)

COUNTRY SCORE CHANGE

lceland 1.161
New Zealand 1.343
Switzeriand 1.363
Skovena 1.369
Ireland 1371
Austria 1.421
Portugal 1.427
Singapore 1.435
Fintand 1.478
Japan 1.489
Denmark 1.504
Malaysia 1513
Czachia 1517
Canada 1.525
Hungary 1.538

The State of Peace Bhutan 1,548

Netherands 1.566
e
Very High Medium Low Very Not
High Low Included
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GIObaI’ Watch World Canada Local Politics Money Health Entertainm
NEWS

CRIME

Toronto homicides on pace for record low, but
progress ‘fragile, advocate warns

By Prisha Dev + Global News
Posted December 18, 2025 10:46 am - Updated December 30, 2025 12:11 pm - 4 min read

Toronto is finally seeing its lowest homicide rates in more than five years. However, experts warn the downward trend is fragile
and will require continued effort. Steve Russell/Toronto Star via Getty Images

News definition:
e \Whatis new:; and
e \WVhat is unusual

Peace is normal
and therefore not
newsworthy



Canada’s contributions to peacefulness

Not peaceful Peaceful

UN Peacekeeping, 1956

Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948
Montreal Protocol on Greenhouse gases, 1967
Ottawa Treaty on Landmines, 1997

Support people escaping conflict (but not all
people equality)

e Colonization
e \Neapon exports
e Support for war

We believe that me must learning from the good and the
bad and the nuanced complexity of history



What drives peace?



Drivers of peace

Inclusive, well-functioning democracy

Fair access to services and resources

Fair access to healthcare and support services
Affordability of food, housing

Educated population

Independent media



Drivers of conflict

e Unfair systems
e Undemocratic processes
e Environmental harm



The importance of healthy ecosystems
and environmental protection



“Findings consistently show a significant positive
association between environmental harm and military
conflicts”

Volume S Issue 2 - April 2026

INNOVATION
AND GREEN

Source: War and warming: The effects of climate change on
military conflicts in developing countries (1995-2020) '

Authors: Jeremy Ko, Professor Harry F. Lee Ph.D, and Chun Kai Leung PhD

Published in: Innovation and Green Development Volume 3, Issue 4, December
2024




Environmental harm drives war

One World, many Voices

Why water scarcity j

Protracted confljct

P
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South Sudan*

Seuth Sudan s one of the least peacetul countries
one of the most Wulnerable to

™ the world and
climate change. Rising temperatures and

changing precipitation Pattens have led to both drought and flooding. B The United Nations Mission in South Sudan UNMIS:
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What can we
do to advance peace?



Some step to advance peace

Learn to navigate nuance

Learn tools for non-violent communications (this is a learning event, thanks!)
Build community (the Gemboree is this, thank you!)

Foster a healthy planet and respect for nature

Create space for peaceful learning (thanks to those who already support the
peace museum)



Promoting peace and
environmentalism in difficult
times



Are museums,
daily newspapers,
television

a credible source
of information?

MUSEUMS

V4

MUSEES

agree

From: Sources of
Trust in Uncertain
Times (2022) Caroline
Loewen, Muse
Magazine




A nice secondary benefit of museums

Engaging with arts and culture can slow
biological aging as much as exercise, study

suggests

MAY 14, 2026 Vv
By Jack Guy

health




Educating and informing

Universities Museums

e Top down learning e Self-paced learning

e Available to those who e Available to general public,
can afford all ages

e Should be easily accessible

Typically both in urban centres and to somewhat
inaccessible and aloof. We are neither



About the Canadian Peace Museum



The Canadian Peace Museum

e |s a non profit and
registered charity.

e Promotes peace,
environmentalism, ,
democracy, and a fair
society.

e Proudly based in
beautiful Bancroft.

e Grassroots, minimal
government funding.

! 194 Valleyviéw Drive, Bancroft






Our space and our events

e Hosts book launches, learning,
music, community groups,
seed exchanges.

e Informs people about local
conservation, ecosystem, and
environmental protection.

e Supports local groups that get
food to our neighbours.

CanadianPeaceMuseum.ca/events



http://canadianpeacemuseum.ca/events
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TWAS A SUNNY DAY
BOOK &
LAUNCH!

f? ' DATE: sAT,NOV15TH, 2025
§ TWAS A TIME: 12:00PM -4:00 PM
SUNNY. DAY LOCATION:

THE PEACE MUSEUM

19 Valleyview Drive, Bancroft, Ontario

JOIN US FOR AN INSPIRING

AFTERNOON CELEBRATING THE

RELEASE OF TWAS A SUNNY DAY —

a powerful chronicle of a century of stories
told through the life and art of Estonian-

born painter Arne Roosman, as reflected by
Canadian journalist Nate Smelle.

Written by Nate Smelle

With Art and Poetry by Arne Roosman A
y by = r

From a childhood in Estonia, through war-
torn Europe, to the quiet beauty of rural
Ontario, this book captures the humour,
resilience, and creative spirit of an artist
shaped by history and forever chasing light.

ENJOY STORIES, ARTWORK, BOOK
ALL AR-E WELCOME' SIGNINGS, AND REFRESHMENTS.

“I had to have it on a sunny day. On the worst days the sun had Q)
to shine, or else I wouldn’t have been able to live through it.” _‘ /
— Arne Roosman ‘AT




Other activities @ P§E§C1:\£ADIAN
MUSEUM

Join us on September 24th, 2024 for the

e Supportto
Well-being North
Hastings

e A community
garden

e Our annual
Stories of Peace
award




Another benefit of museums

e Jourism is important to Bancroft, each
tourist we attract brings $270 per day of
value to the local economy (stores, gas
stations, hoteliers, restaurants).

e Tourism to the U.S. is declining. Attracting
iInternational tourist is an opportunity to
advance rural development without taxing
local people.



Economic impact of museums

“...museums play an important role in
addressing contemporary social
iIssues. By strengthening creativity, a
sense of belonging and civic
engagement, museums have the
power to contribute to the economy,
social capital and the well-being of a
local community.”

Culture and Local Development:
Maximising the Impact

A GUIDE FOR LOCAL
GOVERNMENTS,
COMMUNITIES AND
MUSEUMS




Our collection and building



Symbols of peace

ARMISTICE

B CANADAwD




000 Faces of Peace
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Peace posters

December 6¢h, 2022 /Tehran, Iran

Narrating Peace in Museums for

PEACE

Tehran Peace Museum is hosting

3th anniversary of the International
| Network of Museums for Peace
Time IRST|15:00 J8T|20:30 CET|12:30

Registration link: https://bit Jy/INMP30th

Tehran Peace Museum

A Journey to Peace

WORLD PEACE FORUM 2006

; RENNEEGOIIN ER, CANADA 23-28 JUNE

Cities and communities: Working together to end war
and build a peaceful, just and sustainable world

www.worldpeaceforum.ca
Tel: 604 687 3223

WOMEN PEACEMAKERS
AND
BERTHA VON SUTTNER
- A LIFE FOR PEACE

Friday 2 March - Friday 23 March 2007

Gallery open: Weekdays 11am - 5pm (except Thursdays until 6pm)

Free entrance

Gallery Il
Chesham Building
University of Bradford
Off Great Horton Road
Bradford BD7 1DP

Tel 01274 235495
rZ] gNIVERSlTY OF www.bradford.ac.uk/gallery
D
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Website link: https://canadianpeacemuseum.ca/building



https://canadianpeacemuseum.ca/building
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YMJk3Kpu0ds

Renovations are ongoing






Our community garden
The Peace Garden
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Our Community
Garden, designed
by local
Algonquin artist
Sherry Crawford




Concluding comments

e Peace promotion is important and increasingly urgent
o Globally, Canada is influential
o Locally, the need is rising
e \We're fundraising for renovations. \We need your help!
o We need $120,000 for Phase 1
Room sponsorship options range from $5,000 to $50,000
Smaller donations of $20 to $250 fuel renovations
We love monthly donors

O O O

Questions and comments welcome



Any questions? CANADIAN
Presenter: Chris Houston
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We are on Facebook, Instagram etc




