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The Second Sunday in Lent                    
March 1, 2026 @ 9:30am 

 

GATHERING 
 

Prelude 
 
Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 
whose mercy endures forever. 
   Amen. 
Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt  
and blots out all offenses. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Gracious God, 
   have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:  Gracious God, 
   have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word:  Gracious God, 
   have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For failing to recognize your coming reign, 
and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
   have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 
and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
   have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For disregarding voices from the margin, and for distrusting signs of your 
healing and hope in the world: Gracious God, 
   have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 
and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life:  Gracious God, 
   have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
 
God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound. Through faith, the free 
gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. In the name 
of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. The Spirit of the One who raised 
Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into your hearts, 
and gives you life and peace.    Amen. 
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Sharing of the Peace 
 The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
  And also with you.  
 
 
Gathering Song:         “What Wondrous Love Is This”    

 
 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
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Kyrie 

 
 

 
Prayer of the Day 

O God, our leader and guide, in the waters of baptism you bring us to new 
birth to live as your children.  

Strengthen our faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift 
up your life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

WORD 
First Reading                                           Genesis 12:1-4a 
1 The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3 I 
will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  4a So Abram went, as the LORD 
had told him, and Lot went with him. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 121                           read responsively  
I lift up my eyes to the hills -  from where will my help come? 
    2My help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth. 
3He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps you will not slumber. 
    4He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. 
5The Lord is your keeper; the Lord is your shade at your right hand. 
    6The sun shall not strike you by day nor the moon by night. 
7The Lord will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life. 
    8The Lord will keep     your going out and your coming in 
          from this time on and forevermore. 
 

 
Second Reading                                                      Romans 4:1-5, 13-17 

1 What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor according 
to the flesh? 2 For if Abraham was justified by works, he has something to 
boast about, but not before God. 3 For what does the scripture say? 
“Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 
4 Now to one who works, wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something 
due. 5 But to one who does not work but trusts him who justifies the ungodly, 
such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
  13 For the promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham 
or to his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 
14 For if it is the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and 
the promise is void. 15 For the law brings wrath, but where there is no law, 
neither is there transgression. 
  16 For this reason the promise depends on faith, in order that it may rest 
on grace, so that it may be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the 
adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (who 
is the father of all of us, 17 as it is written, “I have made you the father of many 
nations”), in the presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to 
the dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God.  

 
Children’s Time 
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Lenten Acclamation  

 
 
Holy Gospel  
 The Holy Gospel according to John, the 3rd chapter. 
        Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
There was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus 
by night and said to him, 
   "Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no     
     one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God."  
Jesus answered him, "Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God 
without being born from above."  
   "How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a    
     second time into the mother's womb and be born?"  
Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of 
water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is 
spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, 'You must be born from above.' The 
wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know 
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit."  
   "How can these things be?"  
"Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?  Very truly, 
I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do 
not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not 
believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has 
ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 
And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man 
be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.  For God so loved 
the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to 
condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through him. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord, 
    Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 
 
Hymn:                                   “Beauty For Ashes” 

 
God of the new beginnings 
God of the second chance 
Your grace an endless river 
Your love an avalanche 
There in my darkest moment 
All hope burnt to the ground 
That's where Your mercy found me 
That's when Your love came down 
 
Pre-Chorus 
You turned my mourning into dancing 
You turned my sorrow into praise 
 
Chorus 
(Yeah) (Oh) 
(You give me)  
beauty for ashes beauty for ashes 
You give me  
beauty for ashes beauty for ashes 

Love met me in the ruins 
Of all my past mistakes 
Love walked me to the river 
Love broke apart these chains 
Love spoke a new tomorrow 
Opened my eyes to see 
Love washed away this sadness 
Love came and rescued me 
 
Bridge 
Oh (I) thank You God 
I'm overwhelmed by Your incredible 
love 
You make ev'rything new 
Oh (I) thank You God 
For all You've done and yet to do 
Oh You make ev'rything new 
(REPEAT)   

 
Apostles’ Creed     

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
       and born of the virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
       was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
       and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit,  the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
   Amen 
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Prayers of the People 
   Hear us, O God. 
      Your mercy is great. 

MEAL 
 

Offering/Ministry Opportunities/Invitation to Communion 

 
Offering Prayer 

O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all creation. 
You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its 
bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death 
and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Celebration of Holy Communion 
   The Lord be with you. 
      And also with you. 
    Lift up your hearts. 
      We lift them to the Lord. 
    Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
       It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Blessing at the Table 
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Lord’s Prayer 
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
   thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
   on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread;  
   and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
   and lead us not into temptation,  
   but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
   forever and ever.  Amen 
 
 
  
Distribution of Communion 
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Song                                “God Loved the World” 

 

SENDING 
 
 

Post-Communion Blessing 
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in God’s grace.  
   Amen.  

Prayer after Communion 
God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, 
reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey. 

Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s 
body in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
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Blessing 
 

Sending Song:            “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” 

 
 

Dismissal 
As people of the Good Shepherd ... 

We are a Christian community rooted in grace, connected through 
inclusive worship and fellowship.  

Together  
We  embrace and  value all people and serve our broader community 
with compassion. 

    Go in peace. Remember the poor. 
  Thanks be to God 
 
 
 
 

 

 



14 
 

March Mission of the Month 
Center for Hope -  provides resources to educate, assist and support families 

and friends cope with the pain/and uncertainty in dealing with a missing person. 
 
 

Blessing Box Needs 
Peanut butter, rice, pasta, cereal, baby supplies/food, coffee,  

pancake supplies, microwave meals, deodorant. 
 
 

Living Last Supper Update 
Our casting is near completion, but we can always use a stand-by or two in the 

event of a needed unexpected substitution.  An introductory meeting for 
participants is set for Sunday, March 1 at 6 pm for anyone interested in 

knowing more or wanting to offer their talents.  Easter music preparations, 
including the LLS music start on Thursday March 5 at 7:30. The more voices, 

the greater the jubilant sound.  Thinking about joining in?  Hop aboard. 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Today’s altar flowers were donated by Andy Tomko  
in loving memory of his sunshine, Peg Tomko.  
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