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lhe Time After Pentecost

July 19, 2026 9:30 a.m.

Psalm 139: 1-12, 23-24

O LoRbD, you have searched me and known me.
2 You know when | sit down and when | rise up;
you discern my thoughts from far away.
3 You search out my path and my lying down
and are acquainted with all my ways.
4 Even before a word is on my tongue, O LORD, you know it completely.
5 You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.
6 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that | cannot attain it.
7 Where can | go from your spirit? Or where can | flee from your presence?
8 If | ascend to heaven, you are there;
if | make my bed in Sheol, you are there.
9 If | take the wings of the morning and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
10 even there your hand shall lead me,
and your right hand shall hold me fast.
" If | say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and night wraps itself around me,”
12 even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is as bright as the day,
for darkness is as light to you.
23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my thoughts.
24 See if there is any wicked way in me,
and lead me in the way everlasting



Gathering Song “Praise and Thanksgiving”
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1 Praise and thanks-giv - ing, God, we would of - fer for all things
2 God, bless the la - bor we bring to serve you, that with our
3 Fa - ther, pro - vid - ing food for your chil - dren, by Wis-dom’s
4 Then will your bless - ing treach ev - ry peo - ple, free-1ly con-
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liv - ing, you have made good: har - vest of sown fields, fruits of  the
neigh-bor we may be fed. Sow -ing or till - ing, we would work
guid - ing teach us to  share one with an-oth - er, so that, re -
fess - ing your gra-cious hand. Where you are reign - ing, no one will
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or - chard, hay from the mown fields, blos-som and wood.
with you, har - vest-ing, mill - ing for dai - ly bread.
joic - ing with us, all oth - ers may know your care.
hun - ger; your love sus-tain - ing show-ers the land.

Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God. Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins.

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves.

In your mercy, call us back to you.

Your yoke is easy and your burden is light.

Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen.
Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and | will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, *+ Son, and Holy
Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Hymn of Praise
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Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo -ty in the high - est!
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Glo-try to God, glo-ry to God, glo-1ry in the high - est!
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To God be glo-ry for-ev-er! To God be glo-ry for-ev - er!
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Al-le-lu-1a! A-men! Al-le-lu-1a! A-men!
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Al-le-lu-ia! A-men! Al-le-lu-1a! A-men! Al-le-lu-ia! A-men!
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Al-le-lu-1a! A-men! Al-le-lu-ia' A-men! Al-le-lu-ia! A-men! Al-le-lu-1a! A - men!



Prayer of the Day
Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and
compassion.
By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be
rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

WORD

First Reading Genesis 28:10-19a
10 Jacob left Beer-sheba and went toward Haran. "' He came to a certain place
and stayed there for the night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the
stones of the place, he put it under his head and lay down in that place. 2 And
he dreamed that there was a stairway set up on the earth, the top of it reaching
to heaven, and the angels of God were ascending and descending on it. '3 And
the LORD stood beside him and said, “| am the LORD, the God of Abraham your
father and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie | will give to you and to
your offspring, '* and your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth, and you
shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the
south, and all the families of the earth shall be blessed in you and in your
offspring. > Know that | am with you and will keep you wherever you go and
will bring you back to this land, for | will not leave you until | have done what |
have promised you.” '® Then Jacob woke from his sleep and said, “Surely the
Lorp is in this place—and | did not know it!” ' And he was afraid and said,
“‘How awesome is this place! This is none other than the house of God, and
this is the gate of heaven.” '8 So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took
the stone that he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured
oil on the top of it. @ He called that place Bethel.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Time

Alleluia Verse



Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

24 Jesus put before the crowds another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be
compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field,?> but while everybody
was asleep an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat and then went
away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as
well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you
not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28 He
answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want
us to go and gather them?’ 2° But he replied, ‘No, for in gathering the weeds you
would uproot the wheat along with them. 3° Let both of them grow together until the
harvest, and at harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.” ” 3 Then he left
the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying,
“Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 3" He answered, “The one who
sows the good seed is the Son of Man; *8the field is the world, and the good seed
are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 3 and
the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the
reapers are angels. 4° Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so
will it be at the end of the age. #' The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will
collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 4?and they will throw
them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.
43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let
anyone with ears listen!”

The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon



Song: “Lord, Let My Heart Be Good Soil”
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, o-pen to the seed of your word.
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Lord, let my heart be good soil, where love can grow and peace is un-der-stood.
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warm it with the day.  When my heart is lost, lead me on your way.
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Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart, Lord, let my heart be good soil.

Apostles’ Creed
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the People
God of grace,
hear our prayer.



Offering/Ministry Opportunities/Invitation to Communion
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Offering Prayer
Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts.
Help us take heart in you and share freely of your love, so that all
creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in the name of Jesus,
through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever. Amen.

MEAL

Celebration of Holy Communion
The Lord be with you
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts
We lift them to the Lord
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Blessing at the Table



Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Distribution of Holy Communion
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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Communion Song: “Spirit Of the Living God”

Spirit of the living God

Spirit of the living God

We only want to hear Your voice
We're hanging on ev'ry word

Spirit of the living God

Spirit of the living God

We want to know You more and more
We're hanging on ev'ry word

Interlude
Come and speak to us O Lord

Chorus

‘Cause when You speak

and when You move

When You do what only You can do
It changes us

Spirit of the living God

Spirit of the living God

We're leaning in to all You are
Ev'rything else can wait

Spirit of the living God

Spirit of the living God

Come now and breathe upon our hearts
Come now and have Your way

Bridge 1

When You move You move all our fears
When You move You move us to tears
When You move You move all our fears
When You move You move us to tears

Bridge 2
When You fall we fall on our knees

It changes what we see and what we seek \When You fall we fall at Your feet

When You come in the room
When You do what only You can do
It changes us

It changes what we see and what we seek

You're changing ev'rything

1"

And when You fall we fall on our knees
And when You fall we fall at Your feet
yeah

Ending

Spirit of the living God

Spirit of the living God

We only want to hear Your voice
We're hanging on ev'ry word



SENDING

Post-Communion Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in God’s grace.
Amen

Prayer after Communion
Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with
the abundance of your love.
Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your love freely,
as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit nourishing us now and forever. Amen.

Blessing

Sending Song: “Bring Forth The Kingdom”

You are salt for the earth, O people, You are a light on the hill, O people,
salt for the city of God! light for the city of God!

Share the flavor of life, O people: Shine so holy and bright, O people:
life in the kingdom of God! shine for the kingdom of God! Refrain
Refrain You are a seed of the word, O people,
Bring forth the kingdom of mercy, bring forth the kingdom of God!

bring forth the kingdom of peace. Seeds of mercy and seeds of justice,

Bring forth the kingdom of justice, grow in the kingdom of God! Refrain
bring forth the kingdom of God!
We are the bless'd and a pilgrim people,
bound for the kingdom of God!
Love our journey and love our homeland:
love is the kingdom of God! Refrain

Dismissal
As people of the Good Shepherd ...
We are a Christian community rooted in grace, connected through
inclusive worship and fellowship.

Together
We embrace and value all people and serve our broader community
with compassion.

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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July Missions of the Month — Bethesda House & Booth House
Bethesda House - cares for the chronically homeless, disabled adults in
Schenectady. They provide housing, food and social services.

Booth House - Homeless Shelter in Schenectady for women and children.
They provide a bed, 3 meals and snack, laundry and telephone.

Blessing Box Needs
rice, pasta, cereal, laundry detergent, baby supplies/dry infant cereal, tea/coffee,
pancake mix/syrup, microwave meals, shampoo/conditioner, tooth care,
deodorant, dish soap, gallon bags

God’s Work — Our Hands Work Project
Monday, August 10t at Double H Ranch
Cabin clean- up and prep for incoming campers.

Cabin cleanup and prep will begin between 8:30 and 9:00 AM, and will be
completed before 12 noon. After which, we will all be given a complimentary tour
of the camp for physically challenged children and young adults.

Sign-up in the foyer.

Sign up ta donate altar flowers in the foyer.
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HIKING

Saturday, July 25th Sunday, July 26th at 1PM
10am - at the church Levine Preserve - Centerline Road in the
Everyone is welcome. town of Providence. We'll meet at the
Give it a try for personal atior trailhead at 1IPM & will hike most of the trails
and for searching for a deepeg; in the preserve fora distance of 2.5 miles.
O ' If you would like to join please text/call
518-380-3303. We'll send more detailed
directions including the possibility of
carpooling closer to the date of the hike.
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This Service is being streamed on Facebook and YouTube.
Your image may be displayed.
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