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GATHERING

Hymn: “Savior, when in Dust to You”
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1 Sav-ior, when in dust to you low we bow in  hom - age due;
2 By your help-less in- fant years, by your life of  want and tears,
3 By your hour of dire de- spair, by your ag - o - ny of prayer.
4 By your deep ex - pir-ing groan, by the sad se - pul - chral stone,
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when,re - pen - tant, to the skies scarce we lift  our weep-ing cyes;
by  your days of deep dis - tress  in the sav - age wil - der - ness.
by  the cross, the nail the thorn, pierc-ing spear, and tor-turing scorn,
by the vault whose dark a - bode held in vain the ris - ing God,
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oh, by all your pains and woe suf-fered once for us be - low,
by the dread, mys - te - rious hour of thein-sult-ing tempt-er’s pow'r,
by the gloom that veiled the skies o’er the dread-ful sac - ri - fice,
oh, from earth to  heav'n re - stored, might-y, re - as - cend -ed Lord,
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bend-ing from your throne on high, hear our pen-i - ten-tial  cry!
turn, oh, turn a fa - v'ring eye; hear our pen-i - ten-tial  cry!
lis - ten to our hum-ble sigh; hear our pen-i - ten-tial  cry!
bend-ing from your throne on high, hear our pen-i - ten-tial cry!



Litany

May your love and mercy be upon us today, O Lord.
Cleanse and refresh us from every transgression.
Let your joy and gladness dawn in our spirits,
and the recreating power of your Spirit make us new.
Have mercy upon us O God,
and let your Spirit lead us in truth and righteousness.
Amen.

Have mercy on me, O God, because of your unfailing love.
Because of your great compassion, blot out the stain of my sins.
Wash me clean from my guilt. Purify me from my sin.

For | recognize my rebellion; it haunts me day and night.

Against you, and you alone, have | sinned; | have done what is

evil in your sight. You will be proved right in what you say, and

your judgment against me is just. For | was born a sinner—yes,
from the moment my mother conceived me.
Merciful God, create in each of us an honest and caring
heart.

But you desire honesty from the womb, teaching me wisdom even

there. Purify me from my sins, and | will be clean; wash me, and

| will be whiter than snow. Oh, give me back my joy again; you
have broken me—now let me rejoice.

Don’t keep looking at my sins. Remove the stain of my guilt.
Merciful God, create in each of us a caring and forgiving
mind.

Create in me a clean heart, O God. Renew a loyal spirit within

me. Do not banish me from your presence, and don’t take your

Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and

make me willing to obey you.

Merciful God, create in each of us a blessed and forgiven
soul. Amen.



Prayer of the Day

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have

made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent.
Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly
repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the
God of all mercy, full pardon and forgiveness
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

Reading Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
"Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my holy
mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble, for
the day of the LORD is coming, it is near - 2a day of
darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness!
Like blackness spread upon the mountains, a great and
powerful army comes; their like has never been from of
old, nor will be again after them in ages to come. '?Yet
even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart,
with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; "®rend
your hearts and not your clothing. Return to
the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow
to anger, abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from
punishment. *Who knows whether he will not turn and
relent and leave a blessing behind him, a grain offering
and a drink offering for the LORD your God? '®Blow the
trumpet in Zion; consecrate a fast; call a solemn
assembly; '6gather the people. Consecrate the
congregation; assemble the aged; gather the children,
even infants at the breast. Let the bridegroom leave his
room and the bride her canopy. " Between the vestibule
and the altar, let the priests, the ministers of the LORD,
weep. Let them say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and do
not make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the
nations. Why should it be said among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’ ”

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



Reading Matthew 6:1-6,16-21
"Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to
be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your
Father in heaven.

2"So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet
before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and
in the streets, so that they may be praised by others.
Truly | tell you, they have received their reward. 3But
when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what
your right hand is doing, “so that your alms may be done
in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward
you.

"And whenever you pray, do not be like the
hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the
synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may
be seen by others. Truly | tell you, they have received
their reward.®But whenever you pray, go into your room
and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in
secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward
you.

6"And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the
hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to show
others that they are fasting. Truly | tell you, they have
received their reward. '7But when you fast, put oil on
your head and wash your face, '®so that your fasting may
be seen not by others but by your Father who is in secret;
and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.

19"Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust consume and where thieves break
in and steal; 2°but store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and
where thieves do not break in and steal. ?'For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Sermon



Song: “Chief of Sinners Though | Be”
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1 Chief of sin-ners though I be, Je - sus shed his blood for me,
2 Oh, the heightof Je - sus’ love! High-er than the heav’ns a - bove,
3 On-1ly Je-sus can im-part balm to heal the wound-ed heart,
4 Chief of sin-ners though I be, Christ is all in all to  me;
5 O my Sav-ior, help af-ford by your Spir-it and your word!
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died that I might live on high, lives that I might nev - er die.
deep - er than the depths of sea, last-ing as e - ter - ni- ty.
peace that flows from sin  for - giv’n, joy that lifts thc soul to heav'n,
all my wants to him are known, all my sor-rows are his own.
When my way - ward heart would stray, keep me in the nar - row way;
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As  the branch is to  the vine, I am his, and he is mine.

Love that found me—won-drous thought—found me when [ sought him not.

faith and hope to
He sus-tains the
grace in time of

walk with God
hid - den life
need sup - ply

in the way that E - noch trod.
safc with him from earth - ly strife.
while I live and when 1 die.



Confession
Most holy and merciful Father:
We confess to you and to one another, and to the
whole communion of saints in heaven and on
earth, that we have sinned by our own fault in
thought, word, and deed; by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind,
and strength. We have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We have not forgiven others, as we have been
forgiven.

Have mercy on us, Lord.
We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served
us. We have not been true to the mind of Christ.

Have mercy on us, Lord.
We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness. The
pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives,

We confess to you, Lord.
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our
exploitation of other people,

We confess to you, Lord.
Our anger at our own frustration, and our envy of those
more fortunate than ourselves,

We confess to you, Lord.
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to
commend the faith that is in us,

We confess to you, Lord.
Accept our repentance, Lord, for the wrongs we have
done. For our blindness to human need and suffering,
and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,

Accept our repentance, Lord.
For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward
our neighbors, and for our prejudice and contempt toward
those who differ from us,

Accept our repentance, Lord.
Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us.

Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. Amen.



Imposition of Ashes

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
that we may show forth your glory in the world.

By the cross and Passion of your Son, our Lord,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his
resurrection.

Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you breathed
into dust the breath of life, creating us to serve you and
our neighbors. Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness,
and strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in
the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever.
Amen.

Prayers of the People
Hear us, Oh God,
Your mercy is great.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Offering

Offering Prayer
God of majesty, no eye has seen, no ear has heard what
you have prepared for those who love you, yet in this meal
you reveal the wideness of your mercy.
Use what we have gathered to feed us with the reign
of God come near, Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

Celebration of Holy Communion
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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Blessing of the Bread and Wine

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Distribution of Holy Communion

Hymn “Just As | Am, Without One Plea”
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1 Just as I am, with - out one plea, but that thy blood was
2 Just as I am, though tossed a-bout with man - ya con - flict,
3 Just as I am, thou wilt re-ceive, wilt wel - come, par - don,
4 Just  as I am: thy love un-known has bro - ken ev - 'ry
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shed for me, and that thou bidd’st me come to thee,
man - ya doubt, fight-ings and fears with - in, with - out,
cleanse, re - lieve; be - cause thy prom - ise I be - lieve,
bar - rier down; now to be  thine, yea, thine a - lone,
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(0] Lamb of God, 1 come, 1 come.
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Prayer after Communion

Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of

Jesus Christ. In the sacrament of his body and blood you

have drawn us to your heart.
Send us from this table with delight, that our lives
may reflect the beauty of your love, and bear
witness to all we have seen and heard, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Benediction

Sending Hymn: “Be Thou My Vision”
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - 1y won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
I ev - er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - 1 - tance, now and al - ways
may [ reach heav - en’s  joys, O  heav - en’s Sun!
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thou my best  thought both by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, and thou my high tow’r,
thou and thou on - ly, the first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak -ing or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’n-ward, O Pow’r of my pow’r.
great God of heav - en, my trea - sure thou  art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.
Dismissal

Go in peace. Remember the poor.
Thanks be to God.
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