





SEASON OF ADVENT

December 14, 2025 9:30am
GATHERING

Prelude

Now the heavens start to whisper, Heavy clouds that block the moonlight

as the veil is growing thin. now begin to drift away.

Earth from slumber wakes to listen Diamond brilliance through the darkness

to the stirring, faint within: shines the hope of coming day.

seed of promise, deeply planted, Christ, the morning star of splendor,

child to spring from Jesse's stem! gleams within a world grown dim.

Like the soil beneath the frostline, Heaven's ember fans to fullness,

hearts grow soft to welcome him. hearts grow warm to welcome him.

Christ, eternal Sun of justice,

Christ, the rose of wisdom's seed,
come to bless with fire and fragrance
hours of yearning, hurt, and need.

In the lonely, in the stranger,

in the outcast, hid from view,

Child who comes to grace the manger,
teach our hearts to welcome you.

Confession and Forgiveness

In the name of the Father, and of the ++ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But
if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection and self-examination.
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Most merciful God,

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of

all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen

Welcome and Sharing of the Peace (Please remember to fill out an attendance sheet)
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.



Gathering Hymn: “Come Thou Long Expected Jesus”

Come Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free

From our fears and sins release us
Let us find our rest in Thee

Israel's strength and consolation
Hope of all the earth Thou art
Dear desire of ev'ry nation

Joy of ev'ry longing heart

Born Thy people to deliver

Born a child and yet a King

Born to reign in us forever

Now Thy gracious kingdom bring
By Thine own eternal spirit

Rule in all our hearts alone

By Thine all sufficient merit
Raise us to Thy glorious throne

You draw the hearts of shepherds, You draw the hearts of kings
Even as a baby You were changing ev'rything

You called me to Your kingdom before Your lips could speak
And even as a baby You were reaching out for me

And now we are awaiting the day of Your return

When ev'ry eye will see You as heaven comes to earth
Until the sky is opened, until the trumpet sounds

The bride is getting ready, the Church is singing out

Come Thou long expected Jesus
Born to set Thy people free

From our fears and sins release us
Let us find our rest in Thee

Come Thou long expected King



Greeting
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Lighting of Advent Candles

Prayer of the Day
Stir up the wills of all who look to you, Lord God, and strengthen our faith in
your coming, that, transformed by grace, we may walk in your way.
Through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD

Holy Gospel
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples 2 and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?” 4 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: the
blind receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.
6 And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” ” As they went away, Jesus
began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness
to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What, then, did you go out to see?
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal
palaces. ® What, then, did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, | tell you, and more
than a prophet. '° This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, | am sending my
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.” ' “Truly | tell
you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist,
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”

The Gospel of the Lord,
Praise to you, O Christ.



“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

0 little town of Bethlehem,

how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep
the silent stars go by;

yet in thy dark streets shineth

the everlasting light.

The hopes and fears of all the years
are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary,

and, gathered all above

while mortals sleep, the angels keep
their watch of wond'ring love.

O morning stars, together

proclaim the holy birth,

and praises sing to God the king,
and peace to all the earth!

A Wonderous Night as Presented by Good Shepherd Youth

“Go Tell it on the Mountain”

Refrain: Go tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and ev'rywhere;

go tell it on the mountain

that Jesus Christ is born!

While shepherds kept their watching
o'er silent flocks by night,

behold, throughout the heavens
there shone a holy light. Refrain

The shepherds feared and trembled
when, lo, above the earth

rang out the angel chorus

that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain

Down in a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born;
and God sent us salvation

that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain
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Apostles’ Creed

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

Prayers of the People
God of grace,
hear our prayer.

MEAL

Offering/Ministry Opportunities/Invitation to Communion
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Offering Prayer
Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.
Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and
be for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

Celebration of Holy Communion
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



Blessing at the Table
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.

Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.
Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,

one God, now and forever. Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Distribution of Holy Communion
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Communion Song: “Once in Royal David’s City”
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SENDING

Post-Communion Blessing

Prayer after Communion

God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.
Send us forth, eager to share the feast, welcome the stranger,
and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Blessing
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Sending Song: ‘Joy To The World (Unspeakable Joy)”

Joy to the world the Lord is come

Let earth receive her King

Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven and nature sing

And heaven and heaven and nature sing

Joy to the world the Savior reigns

Let all their songs employ

While fields and floods rocks hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat the sounding joy

Repeat repeat the sounding joy

Chorus

Joy unspeakable joy
An overflowing well
No tongue can tell
Joy unspeakable joy
It rises in my soul
Never lets me go

He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness

And wonders of His love

And wonders of His love

And wonders wonders of His love Chorus

Dismissal

As people of the Good Shepherd ...
We are a Christian community rooted in grace, connected through
inclusive worship and fellowship.

Together
We embrace and value all people and serve our broader community
with compassion.

Go in peace. Keep Awake.
Thanks be to God.
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We are in need of ushers for the 5:00pm Christmas Eve Service.
If you are interested, please contact Kurt Andress at carshopr@nycap.rr.com.

Photo Directory Update
We are off to a great start! Over 70 families have said "cheese!" so far.
We added photoshoots on December 14th & 21st. We want to catch all the
college kids home for the Holidays. Sign up in the foyer.

December Mission of the Month
The Midwife Project — The Giving Circle, Inc.
The Midwife Project is a healthcare initiative by The Giving Circle, Inc., a
volunteer organization. Founded in 2012, the project focuses on providing
healthcare in Uganda by establishing clinics, supporting medical staff, and
delivering medical care in the villages of Kagoma Gate and Mutai.

Blessing Box *No glass jars during winter months
Please consider donating: canned chicken, peanut butter/jelly, beans, rice,
pasta, canned pasta sauce, canned fruit, laundry detergent, baby
supplies/formula, tea/coffee, pancake supplies, shampoo/conditioner,
paper towels, feminine care products, tooth care, deodorant, dish/hand soap.

Today’s altar flowers were donated by
The Weiler Family in loving memory of Calvin Johnson
and by Violet Schimikowski in celebration of being
a Good Shepherd member for 45 years.
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TREE LIGHTINGEG

SUNDAYS
11/30,12/7,12/14 & 12/21

. 6:00 PM
. CAROLS, READINGS & COOKIES

O D S HEPHERD

(HRISTMAS
EVE

3:30PM
FAMILY WORSHIP & CAROLS

5.00 & 7:30PM
TRADITIONAL CAROLS
WITH HOLY COMMUNION
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Glenville, NY 12302
Office: 518.399.4540
www.gsglenville.com

GOOD SHEPHERD STAFF

Pastor: Rev. Deron Milleville.............ccccooovviiiiinnnnnn. gsalenvillepastor@gmail.com
Office Administrator: Gina Vendetti......................... gsglenvilleoffice@gmail.com
Bookkeeper: Kelly Holt...............oouviiiiiiiinnnnns gsglenvillebookkeeper@gmail.com
Music Director: Cyndi Major...........cccoeeeeeeeiiiiiiiiieeeenn. cyndimmajor@gmail.com
Youth Coordinator: Jennifer Langlais ................. specialedtchr1996@yahoo.com
Custodian: Alan Brisson

E\.

EEEE

Scan to donate to Good Shepherd

This Service is being streamed on Facebook and YouTube.
Your image may be displayed.
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