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BE | T REMEMBERED t hat the above-entitled and
nunbered matter canme on regularly to be heard before the
Arizona Power Plant and Transm ssion Line Siting
Commttee, at the Hanpton Inn & Suites Phoeni x- Goodyear,
2000 North Litchfield Road, Goodyear, Arizona commencing
at 1:03 p.m on the 24th day of October, 2022.

BEFORE: PAUL A. KATZ, Chairman

DAVI D FRENCH, Ari zona Departnent of Water Resources
JAVES PALMER, Agriculture Interests

MARY HAMMAY, |ncorporated Cities and Towns

RI CK GRI NNELL, Counties (via videoconference)

KARL CGENTLES, Ceneral Public (via videoconference)
JACK HAENI CHEN, Ceneral Public

MARGARET "TOBY" LITTLE, PE, Ceneral Public

APPEARANCES:
For the Applicant:

OSBORN MALEDQN, P. A.

Ms. Meghan H. G abel

M. Elias J. Ancharsk

2929 North Central Avenue, 21st Fl oor
Phoeni x, Arizona 85012

For Intervenor Courthouse Ag Hol dings, LLC

CLARK HI LL PLC

M. Sean M Carroll

14850 North Scottsdal e Road
Suite 500

Scottsdal e, Arizona 85254
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CHWN. KATZ: W're on the record. This is the
time set for a hearing on the application for CEC 207
presented to us by Maricopa Energy 500kV Transm ssion
Line Project, and | would ask counsel who is appearing on
behal f of the applicant to please identify herself or
t hemsel ves because | believe there are two of them

MS. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairman. Hell o,
Commttee nenbers. Meghan Grabel from Gsborn Mal edon on
behal f of Maricopa Energy Center. And with ne from ny
firmis Elias Anchar ski

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you very nuch.

And we have a potential intervenor, and | woul d
ask counsel for the intervenor or potential intervenor to
identify hinself for the record and to indicate on whose
behal f he is appearing here today.

MR. CARRCLL: Very good. Thank you, Chairman
Katz. M nane is Sean Carroll. I'mwth law firm of
Clark HIl. W are appearing on behalf of intervenor
Court house Ag Hol dings, LLC, assuming the intervention is
approved. Also with ne is ny partner, Tom Anson, who's
in a different office of our firmin Texas, but he is
here today assisting. He's not pro hac'd in or admtted
to the State of Arizona, but he's very know edgeabl e so
he's going to be assisting today.

CHWN. KATZ: GCkay. And what |I'd like to find
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out what is the reason that you're seeking intervention,
just in a nutshell?

MR. CARRCLL: In a nutshell, the proposed
alternate Route B will have significant danmagi ng inpacts
on an existing 90-plus-year-old agricultural farm
operation that has been on the properties that it would
surround. There is a proposed Alternate B which would go
al ong the entire western and sout hern boundaries of this
farm

And so we will be presenting evidence about the
del eterious inpacts, but clearly we're very concerned
because this is a 90-plus-year-old business. The inpacts
of having 190-foot or 220-foot 500kV transm ssion |ines
in such close proximty causes a significant anount of
di sruption and interference with the ongoi ng busi ness
oper ati ons.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you. And your associate, who
| understand is largely here to assist you but won't
i kely be speaking, your last nane, sir? |It's Tom
correct?

MR. ANSON: My first nane is Tom M |ast nanme
is Anson, A-n-s-o-n. And I'mjust here sort of as an
assistant to M. Carroll since | can't put in an
appearance as a wtness today -- or as attorney today.

" mjust passing himnotes. Thank you.
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CHWN. KATZ: That's fine.

MR CARROLL: And | would be remss, he is ny
partner, too, so.

CHWN. KATZ: And probably senior too; right?

MR. CARRCLL: He's forgotten nore than |I know.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. Anyhow, the first thing I'd
like to do is to have a notion, if we have one, to either
all ow or not allow the intervention.

And | think because the Alternative Route B
coul d have inpact an agricultural operation that we ought
to say yes, ultimately, but 1'Il leave it to each
I ndi vi dual menber's discretion.

But before I'mgoing to do that, I'"mgoing to
ask -- we should take a roll call to make sure we have a
record of who's here. Seated to ny left is nenber --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Toby Little, representing the
public.

MEMBER HAMMY: Mary Hamway representing cities
and towns.

MEMBER PALMER: Jim Pal mer representing
agricul ture.

MEMBER FRENCH: David French, designee for the
Depart nent of WAter Resources.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Jack Haeni chen representing
t he general public.
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CHWN. KATZ: Thank you very nuch. And Rick
Ginnell, | believe, is appearing virtually. And |I think
we may al so have anot her one of our nenbers appearing
virtually. And I'd ask both of themto just introduce
t hemselves. M. Giinnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Good afternoon. Rick Ginnell
representing the public.

And, M. Chair, | have -- | amwaiting for a
| ong-di stance conference call.

CHWN. KATZ: That's fine. You can rejoin us.
W have plenty of fol ks, and we have Karl Centles | also
bel i eve appearing; correct?

MEMBER GENTLES: Yes, M. Chairman. This is
Menber Gentl es.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you.

MEMBER GENTLES: And | am present.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you very nuch. That all
being said, do we have a notion from anybody on the
Committee to either allow the intervention or to oppose
the intervention one way or the other and vote on that?

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: | nove that we all ow them

MEMBER PALMER: |'Il second that.

CHWN. KATZ: Al in favor, say aye.

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN. KATZ: Anyone opposed?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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(No response.)

CHWN. KATZ: The intervenor will be permtted to
participate, and | do understand they will potentially be
cross-exam ning witnesses and calling two or three
wi t nesses of their own.

MR CARRCLL: That is correct. Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: And | also believe there's a
stipulation to allow M. Martori, who is one of your --
is one of the intervenor's witnesses to testify sonetine
this afternoon?

MR, CARRCLL: Correct. Counsel was kind enough
to accommopdate M. Martori who has sone nedi ca
appoi ntments tonorrow, and we've agreed that he will go
on or around 3:00.

CHWN. KATZ: That's fine. And the next thing we
need to do is talk about a tour. And | don't think in
light of the fact that we've had other matters in this
general vicinity, that the lines are going either on
private property or state trust |lands, and there is
agriculture, but there isn't high density residential or
i ndustrial or commercial.

But | would ask Ms. Grabel why she thinks we
shoul d or shouldn't take a tour of this area.

MS. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairman, Committee
menbers.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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We do not believe a tour is necessary. It is a
very -- you know, not nuch on this topography.

You have had two CEC proceedings within the |ast
year, the HV Sunrise proceeding and the RE Papago
proceedi ng alnpbst in this exact vicinity. | don't
beli eve you took tours in those locations. It is a very
congested energy corridor. You really wouldn't be seeing
very nuch.

We have al so spoken with the intervenor, and
they don't believe a tour is necessary either. And we
have a virtual tour, of course, prepared, so that you see
the |1 ne against the topography.

CHWN. KATZ: Wiat's your position, M. Carroll?

MR. CARRCLL: We wll waive the tour. W don't
want to inpose. Thank you.

CHW. KATZ: And I'll leave it to the Commttee
that we either waive the tour or take the tour.

MEMBER HAMMY: | nove that we waive the tour

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Second.

CHWN. KATZ: Any discussion? All in favor?

(A chorus of "ayes.")

CHWN. KATZ: Anyone opposed?

(No response.)

CHWN. KATZ: W won't be taking the tour so you
won't have to reschedule the bus ride or |ose noney. So
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wth all being said, how are we going -- let's see, okay.

Are you going start out with a panel
presentation, or we could have opening remarks if you
want to give a brief summary of where we're at,

Ms. G abel .

MS. GRABEL: Certainly. | do have an opening
statenment prepared if we can put that on the screen.

Thank you. So Chairman, Conmttee nenbers, as
we said, | represent the applicant for the CEC to
construct -- to authorize the construction of a double
circuit or single circuit 500kV transm ssion |ine rated
for up to 2,000 negawatts of capacity and a 500kV
switchyard in Maricopa County, Arizona.

You wll hear the proposed project referred to
as the Maricopa Energy Center 500kV Transm ssion Line
Project, or sinply the project.

By way of a brief summary, the project consists
of the construction of a new transm ssion service |line
and associ ated switchyard that will interconnect at an
up-to 550 negawatt alternating current solar array and
battery energy storage systemto be constructed by the
applicant to the APS Del aney 500kV substati on.

As the Conmittee knows, this area is located in
a highly congested and conpetitive energy corridor. The
Del aney Substation connects to the Pal o Verde energy hub,

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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which makes it an attractive |ocation for generation
i nterconnection to market their energy throughout Arizona
and i ndeed the entire sout hwest.

In fact, as | just noted, two simlar solar plus
storage energy projects were granted CECs in this precise
study area over the past year. The RE Papago project
received a CEC in | ate Septenber of |ast year, and the
HV Sunrise project was granted two CECs approving
different routes in June of this year. W also recently
| earned that a third devel oper is purchasing land within
our study area. The Harquahal a Power Pl ant and a
correspondi ng 500kV gen-tie are also |ocated in the
sout hern portion of the study area.

G ven the plethora of conpeting energy
devel opnent in this area, obtaining site control is
difficult. Certain devel opers have al ready purchased
much of the land in the |location and are not al ways
wlling to contract with conpeting devel opers. Wen
options to purchase a right of way expire, the ability to
renew themis made difficult by new devel opers who nove
in to conpete for control of the sane parcel of |and.

For these reasons, Maricopa Energy Center seeks
approval to construct two proposed routes, only one of
which of one will be constructed. So we seek approval of
two, but we're only going to construct one.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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The first, Alternative A has evolved as a
result of production conversations the applicant has had
with the intervenor in this case, Courthouse Ag Hol di ngs.

In order to avoid constructing the |ine along
the northern border of the intervenor's property,

Mari copa Energy Center has agreed to begin the line at
t he proposed S17 switchyard and nove fromthere to the
Del aney Substation via the Flood Control District of

Mari copa County's Saddl eback Fl ood Retardant structure.

This alternative may be rated up to 2,000
negawatts of capacity and would be single circuit. A
sub-Alternative AL is an option to Alternative A that
affects the position furthest south and cl osest to
Del aney.

Alternative Ais approximately 5.7 mles |ong,
paralleling existing |linear features such as roads and
exi sting transm ssion lines or |and patterns such as
section lines for the entirety of its |ength.

Not ably, by agreeing to begin the |ine at S17
instead of S13 as originally proposed, the project wll
suffer fromenergy line |osses that will cost the
applicant mllions of dollars over the life of the
project. This was a significant concession to address
the intervenor's concerns and one that we certainly did
not take lightly.
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Alternative B wll begin at the S13 switchyard
area and travel south and then west to the Del aney
Substation using the existing Harquahal a Power Pl ant
i nfrastructure.

This alternative also could be rated up to 2,000
nmegawatts of capacity with approximately four mles
constructed as a single circuit |line and approxi mately
4.5 mles as a double circuit configuration. The double
circuit portion would involve rebuilding the existing
Har quahal a t o Hassyanpa 500kV transm ssion line into a
double circuit for those four and a half mles. This
alternative parallels existing |inear features or |and
patterns also for the entirety of its |ength.

The i ntervenor opposes this alternative for
reasons that | will address nonmentarily and proposes two
different alternatives.

We did exam ne the alternatives proposed by the
i ntervenor and have attenpted over the course of the past
nmonth to obtain land rights to nake those alternatives
wor kable. I n fact, we reached out again just this
weekend to confirmthat those options were indeed off the
table. Unfortunately, the | andowners of the parcels
al ong the boundaries running north and south proposed by
the intervenor have already conmtted that property to
anot her sol ar devel oper who is unwilling to bisect its
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property to acconmodate our I|ine.

They're sinply not feasible options.

Even so, it is inportant that the Conrmittee
approve both of the applicant's proposed alternatives to
ensure that the project remain viable.

We have commtted to making our Alternative A
our preferred route for several reasons, but have yet to
obtain site control over its entire |ength.

Candi dly, the existence of a second alternative,
B, gives Maricopa Energy nuch better |everage in |and
ri ght negotiations with the | andowners al ong Route A
because those owners know that we have anot her option
approved. W thout an approved alternative, the
| andowners al ong Route A have no incentive to negotiate
reasonably and coul d i npose conditions on any easenent
that sinply kill the project. This is not hyperbole, it
really is the nature of the conpetitive energy
environnment in this area.

Put sinply, approval of two alternatives
alleviates the risk that a | andowner, including a
| andowner that owns a conpeting project, can block this
energy project for their own conpetitive purposes.

The applicant's request for the authority to
construct a second route in the event the first one falls
through is not novel. On several occasions this
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Committee and the Commi ssion has approved CECs wth
alternative routes for precisely this reason and, in
fact, just did so in June. And we ask that the Commttee
give us simlar flexibility here.

This map, which you will see often, is identical
to the lam nated placemat in front of you which has
mar ked and prefiled as Exhibit MEC 3.

On the flip side of your placemat is a
sinmplified version which better focuses on the two
proposed routes. W will be referring to each of these
t hroughout the presentation.

As you can see, the red outline on the left side
of the map represents the proposed sol ar array.

Moving fromthat red outline towards the east,
you will see Alternative A the green line with the
sub-al ternative marked in yell ow begi nning at the S17
swi tchyard and ending in Del aney Substation.

Alternative Bis in the orange line. It drops
south and then turns east into Del aney Substation. This

projects is located entirely in Maricopa County. W're

requesting various corridor |lengths -- wdths, excuse ne,
t he purpose of which we'll explain during the hearing.
Over the next day or so you will hear testinony

regardi ng how the Mari copa Energy Center project neets
Arizona's need for an adequate econom c and reliable
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supply of power. The main purpose of the project is to
i nterconnect the solar array and battery storage to
Del aney for transm ssion throughout the state and to
bol ster Arizona utilities as clean energy objectives.

Specifically the project is set to help Arizona
and the sout hwest neet their grow ng energy needs in the
face of coal retirenents and concerns with the future
unavai l ability of hydroel ectric power given the shortages
we have seen, we experienced, with the drought which wll
certainly continue into the foreseeable future.

The project will also provide excess
transm ssion capacity into the region, mtigating the
need for additional infrastructure into the Del aney
Subst ati on.

In sum the evidence will show that the project
i nproves the efficiency and reliability of the electric
grid in Arizona and enhances Arizona's access to
renewabl e generation resources. Utimtely, the project
Is required to increase electric reliability and serve
Arizona custoners' grow ng energy needs with m ni nal
i npact to the environnent and ecol ogy of the state.

We have reviewed the material presented by the
i ntervenor and would note a coupl e of things.

The first is that the intervenor's concerns have
evol ved consi derably since public comment was nmade first
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on their behalf.

While they did during the early public comrent
periods note a vague concern about inpacts to crop
dusting, they did not explain why their land, which is
al ready surrounded by a sea of energy infrastructure
around which crop dusters nmust navigate, was uni que
because of the existence of a landing strip or the
presence of honeybees.

Even when we sat down with the first -- first
with the | andowner's team and then the | andowner's team
and the Arizona Corporation Conm ssion Staff and had
hour -1 ong conversati ons about the intervenor's concerns,
they said nothing at all about the potential inpact of
Route B on aviation or bees.

Rat her, their concern was twofold. The first
was an EMF inpact to crop seedlings and humans and the
second was a visual inpact to a future hypothetica
resi dential devel opnent and the attendant perceived
di m nution value of their property.

As you w |l hear, the evidence suggests no such
adverse inmpact of EMF of our project to the | andowner's
crop.

And the Cormittee is permtted by statute to

consider only existing or planned devel opnents, not

devel opnents that may hypothetically occur in the future.
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Nevert hel ess, we sat down with the intervenor.
We took their concerns seriously, and we made significant
nodi fi cations to our Route A to alleviate those concerns.
And we made Alternative A our preferred route
notw t hstandi ng the value inplications to our project in
doi ng so.

It wasn't until the intervenor's exhibits were
filed at the end of the day |ast Wednesday that we first
saw any indi cati on about EMF concerns related to
honeybees or that there was a |anding strip on the
property that needed to be considered with respect to the
proposed Alternative B

Qur team has had nunerous crews working in this
area, and none reported evidence of a landing strip.
There's no signage to that effect, no wi nd sock, no
aircraft. In short, no evidence that this was sonething
t he team shoul d have consi dered.

Nor were we aware that because of honeybees, the
intervenor's property can only be dusted by aircraft in
the evening, which further conplicates the concerns.

Had we known these facts during our discussions,
we woul d have addressed them head on. That said, we are
synpathetic to the intervenor's position, and we believe
that solutions to this challenge exist and are willing to
work with the intervenor to mtigate any i npact
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Alternative B nay have on crop dusting and avi ati on needs
if Alternative B nust be constructed. Which, again, it
may not be. It is not our preferred alternative.

So on to sonme housekeeping itens. FEach of the
Committee nenbers present should have a binder with al
of the exhibits and materials that the Maricopa Energy
Center teamintends to use throughout the hearing. You
shoul d al so, those present here, should have a |aptop in
front of you with the exhibits downl oaded on them At
the front of each binder is a list of the exhibits and a
flash drive that includes both the exhibits and the
virtual tour you're going to take today.

Finally, Exhibit MEC-19 is the proposed form of
CEC that we will review at the close of the hearing. As
required by the Procedural Order, that proposed CEC
contains references to the case nunbers from which the
vari ous conditions were contained and taken.

And al so inportantly, pursuant to the joint
stipulation with the intervenor, we have also included a
condition in the CEC related to underground and vari ous
collection facilities north of the intervenor's property.

Wiy isn't this working? | can't advance. |IT,
can you guys help nme advance? It's not advancing. Oh,
there we go.

So to the question you asked earlier,
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M. Chairnman, we are going to present two panels today.

The first is a technical panel on which, first,
M. Marcus da Cunha, a senior project devel oper with
Savi on Energy will provide an overview of the project and
the applicant and testinony regarding conpliance with
statutory notice requirenents. M. da Cunha will also
present the project's purpose and benefits as well as the
need for the project. He wll also do a virtual flyover
of the project.

On the technical panel, M. da Cunha will be
joined by M. Richard Knox, a principal project nmanager
for Wood Group. He won't present any slides during the
techni cal panel but wll be available to answer any
guestions that M. da Cunha is not able to answer.

W will then hear fromthe environnental panel
on which M. Knox will also sit and describe the siting
process used to identify the alternative routes and the
envi ronnent al studi es undertaken related to the project.
M. Knox will also provide an overview of the rel evant
data col l ected from agencies and the public through the
publ i ¢ engagenent process.

Al so on the environnmental panel we will present
testimony fromM. MIlind Khot fromthe Wod G oup who is
an expert on EMF inpacts fromtransm ssion |ines and
M. Matt Fieldgrove, a crop duster who will discuss

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

24



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 207 VOLUME | 10-24-2022 25

potential solutions to the dusting and aerial constraints
on the intervenor's property if Route B nust be
construct ed.

We believe, in conclusion, that at the cl ose of
proceedi ng you will believe -- you will conclude that the
evi dence shows that the Maricopa Energy Center project
w il help neet Arizona's need for an adequate,
econom cal, and reliable supply of power with m nim
i npacts to the environnment and ecol ogy of the state.

We respectfully request that you approve both
routes, recognizing that Alternative B will be
constructed only failing the viability of Alternative A

Wth that, | believe perhaps M. Carroll has an
openi ng statenent.

MR. CARRCLL: Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: You do your choice of going now or
waiting till they rest. But feel free to go ahead now.

MR CARROLL: If I may, | may go now. | know
I"'mlimted under the rules to nerely five m nutes.

CHWN. KATZ: Fine.

MR. CARRCLL: So | will keep it brief.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, M. Ginnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: And, again, | amjust in
receipt literally this norning of two boxes full of
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docunents | believe from honeybee? |Is that correct?
Agricul ture?

CHWN. KATZ: | don't know when they were sent,
but there are two notebooks with exhibits in them from
t he applicant.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: They're not the applicant.
I"mtal king about it |ooks like the intervenor.

MR. CARRCLL: Yeah, there is a notebook that
contains scientific literature that is part of the
evi dence that our EMF expert will be explaining the
i npact of EMF on honeybees.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Ckay. But here's ny concern.
| literally just got this this norning. It was not in
the mail on Saturday. And this is just an enornous
amount of information. | realize you' re going to have
people testify, but | feel a little concerned that we're
receiving this at the last mnute. | think it's unfair
for the Commttee to receive a plethora of information,
and | literally -- |I'"mdisappointed that this took so
long to get to the Conmttee.

The two ot her books |I've had for a week or ten
days at |east. Maybe even longer. Now |I'm just

literally receiving this stuff fromthe intervenor

| mght recommend that -- | don't know what |
recommend. |'mjust disappointed that we're receiving
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this in this kind of a manner. That's all ny comment.

MR CARROLL: Certainly, our apologies. | was
unawar e that applicant had exchanged exhibits early. W
had actually proposed that with the applicant. But we
were told that they wanted to do it the night before.

If you -- if it rests your mnd at all at ease,
the vast majority of that notebook is sinply scientific
literature. Should you wish to peruse it you certainly
can. But the actual thrust of the testinony is far
briefer than that. | think it's limted to sonething
like six to ten pages at nost. W sinply provided it in
the event sonebody wanted to read all the scientific
literature

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Well, the State budget isn't
as big as the information | received this norning.

MR. CARRCLL: Well, and fair enough. Hopefully
t hat underscores our concerns a little bit.

M5. GRABEL: Just for the record, we did not
file any exhibits early. W filed themon the exhibit
deadl i ne, which was | ast Wednesday.

CHWN. KATZ: Was it on or before the prehearing
conf erence?

M5. GRABEL: The day before the prehearing
conference, correct.

CHWN. KATZ: Menber Hamiay.
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MEMBER HAMMY: Yeah, ny personal problemwth
receiving all of that was | estimated | received four
reans of paper, and if you replicate that 26 tines, it
ends up being 104 reans of paper wasted on sonething you
said we could do in eight to ten pages. | just find it
obscene that you sent ne all of that and you only need
ei ght to ten pages.

|"mjust registering ny frustration with
what ever -- whatever part of the statute nade you believe
that you needed to do that. W need to address that as a
Committee. Because we cannot -- | personally think
that's awful. [|'mnot blam ng you. | believe that you
believed you had to do it. And so that's what ny point
is. What in the statute nade you believe you had to do
t hat ?

CHWN. KATZ: Are you addressing that to the
i nt ervenor?

MEMBER HAMMY: | don't know who |'m addressing
It to.

CHWN. KATZ: Yeah, we have several -- two |arge
not ebooks fromthe applicant, and we have the recently
exchanged docunents fromthe intervenor.

MEMBER HAMMAY: | guess |'mjust putting that
out there. You don't have to explain it.

CHWN. KATZ: Right.
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MEMBER HAMMY: But we just have to fix this so
that future intervenors or future applicants do not
believe that they have to print every study that's ever
been presented to nmake their case. |It's just a waste of
paper and trees and tine and resources.

CHWN. KATZ: | don't want to go through all of
that today, but I'mnot sure that the hearing exhibits
necessarily need to be filed with the Corporation
Commi ssion with 25 copies. Cearly, the application has
to be filed wth them and pl eadi ngs have to be filed, but
I'd rather discuss that at some other tinme. Because,
hi storically, we've been able to save a | ot of paper by
just having the exhibits presented, particularly to the
Committee nenbers, virtually on a tablet of sone sort.

But what | want to do is go forward, and we'l
see where we're at when it cones tinme for exhibits to be
offered. | want our record to be conplete. But,
obvi ousl y, when we have reans of paper, | haven't studied
all of the exhibits. |[|'ve | ooked through the inportant
ones. |'ve read and reviewed the application and all of
its exhibits.

That all being said, M. Carroll, feel free to
make your opening statenent.

MR, CARROLL: Thank you very mnuch.

If I may pl ease request that our opening
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st at ement Power Poi nt pl ease be presented.

CHWN. KATZ: That's fine.

MR, CARRCLL: Thank you. Just introduce nyself,
ny nane is Sean Carroll again. | amwth the [aw firm of
Clark Hll. W represent Courthouse Ag Hol dings as the
Intervenor in this matter.

| just want to go -- start briefly with alittle
bit of background about who the intervenor is. And,
first of all, just state that we don't want to be here
today, but it just is a necessity for the inportance of
what the proposed route, particularly Route B, neans for
our busi ness.

Court house Ag Hol di ngs, LLC, is owned by the
Martori famly which also owns Martori Farnms. It is a
fourth generation Arizona fam|y-owned business. It has
been in operation since the 1930s, and it enploys at the
hei ght of its harvesting operation approximtely 1,250
enpl oyees t hroughout the state of Arizona.

The property that would be inpacted here is
approximately 1,200 acres in Sections 19, 30, and a
portion of Section 18 on which Martori Farns grows
primarily nmelons and operates 19 greenhouses.

As part of their operation, they are the |argest
grower and shi pper of nelons in the United States,
supplying to organi zati ons and conpani es |i ke Kroger,
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Hy- Vee, Costco, Wl nmart.

The 19 greenhouses that are | ocated on the
nort hwestern portion of Courthouse Ag's property nurture
125 mllion seedling plants that are used to popul ate al
of the Martori Farnms fields throughout the state of
Ari zona.

In the proposed routes, MEC, Maricopa Energy
Center, is seeking approval for two routes.

Proposed Alternative 1A -- or Ato Al which is
the result of a cooperative dial ogue between the
applicant and the intervenor.

| do take a little issue with the cooperative
nature of the discussions that were had. The evidence,
in particular the prefiled testinony fromM. Martori,
will showthat it is certainly through no fault of ours
that we have had to get to this point. There was not the
typi cal outreach that you m ght expect, and there was not
a typical -- the typical type of cooperation you m ght
expect on a project that would have such significant
I npacts as the evidence here will show that this project
woul d have.

But, nonetheless, the parties were able to reach
a stipulation that resulted in the elimnation on the
previous A route fromthe S13 | ocation solely to the S17
route.
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Courthouse is happy to support that. It is not
anti-devel opnent. |t recognizes the inportant role that
renewabl e energy plays, particularly in the devel opi ng
world, and so as a result, it is happy to support that.

However, with respect to that, one area we could
not cone to agreenent on is proposed Alternative B
Court house Ag opposes that because it runs adjacent to
and encircles both the western and the southern
boundari es.

As you can see as reflected by the blue line
which is a buffer zone, but just below that is the orange
line. Martori property is imediately to the right of
that line, and it traverses the entire western boundary
and agai n al ong the sout hern boundary of it.

If I may, in fact, to the extent it helps --

CHWN. KATZ: One thing that would be hel pful if
you use a |laser pointer. Qur tech fol ks can al so have
the cursor to follow.

MR CARRCOLL: | bought a |aser pointer for this,
so hopefully that helps. Thank you for the suggestion
t 0o.

So the Martori property, to give you an exanpl e,
is right there. Sorry for the shaky hands. This
property there. And then under that is alittle --
that's where the greenhouses are |ocated. W' Il have
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sone nore detail ed photographs for you fol ks here today
to be able to get a better flavor for it.

We are going to present three primary w tnesses.

St ephen Martori, who is a principal of Martori
Farms and of Courthouse Ag. He's an experienced pil ot
w th 10,000 hours and the highest certificate that you
can get fromthe FAA on aviation. He's going to testify
that the proposed Route B will create aerial hazards in
the area. Constructing what | understand are now
220-foot transm ssion lines that encircle your property
wi Il have significant inpacts -- well, 190 feet, | think
in sone areas they have anended to request 220 feet --
wll create significant aerial hazards for crop dusting,
for frost protection flights, and other aircraft that are
crucial to the agricultural operations.

This is a landing strip that has been on this
property and utilized for this 90-plus-year-old business
operation for the past 50 years. It is in existing use.
And as a result M. Martori wll testify about his
personal avi ation experience out there and the real
dangers that transm ssion |ines of that size pose.

These are significantly different than a 69kV
line, which is significantly shorter. |'ve been out
there and |'ve stood at it and I've nmultiplied on top of
how many tines the kV Iline would -- would be | ess than

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 207 VOLUME | 10-24-2022 34

the proposed lines that are at issue here. And it's a
real difference.

The ot her problemthat you' ve got really is that
EMF is going to be significant, being emanated froma
500kV line. The line on proposed B would actually cone
very close, in fact, | think in the applicant docunents
show they woul d cone 300 feet from greenhouses, which
you'l | see photos of here today, which are staffed and
popul ated, full of 125 -- produce 125 mllion seedlings
per year. They're staffed 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. And wi thout these greenhouses Martori Farns woul d
basi cally have no harvest.

Per haps the | argest inpact that we have that
woul d be caused by the EMF, of course, though, are
honeybees. You'll hear from Dr. Nickol aos Savidis, who
is a Ph.D. He's got nore degrees than | can count. He
will explain the inpact that EMF in very | ow frequencies
but certainly in proximty wll have on honeybees.
Certainly there's been plenty of publicity in years to
recogni ze how cruci al honeybees are to not only the food
cycle but if you consider its inpact on agricul tural
oper ati ons.

The | evel of EMF that would be emanated from
t hese woul d devastate the honeybee popul ation that are
trickled throughout Martori Farms' properties,
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particularly on the edges. They can't just sinply be
noved, and as M. Martori wll testify, they're in
specific locations to increase pollination rates.

Finally, we'll have Harold, Hal for short, Hal
Hughes tal ki ng about the applicable routing factors that
support approval of the nodified A route that was
negotiated. But, further, he's going to propose two
alternate routes, Bl and B2, which are in his prefiled
t esti nony.

It's inportant to note that the applicant had
the option rights on all of the property that is being
proposed as these alternatives. The applicant all owed
those property rights to expire voluntarily in March of
2022. After -- nore than two nonths after M. Mrtori
rai sed all of the concerns that you'll be hearing about
today. They voluntarily allowed those to | apse.

And so it is -- and, in fact, where proposed
Route B is currently residing, actually sone of the
property rights that they had previously, it's with the
sane property owner. So we understand and think that the
optionality, should they require it, they should be able
to go and revive those rights.

Based on the evidence that you will hear, we
respectfully request that this Conm ttee approve Maricopa
Energy Center's proposed Alternative A that it reject
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proposed Alternative B. And that if

it's required to

have optionality, if it truly believes that it requires

it, that at nost that this Committee approve the nodified

routes that M. Hughes will explain in detai

Alternative Bl and Alternati ve B2.

Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. That all

mar ked as

bei ng said, we can

begin. And are we just dealing initially with the two

gentl emen, M. Knox and M. da Cunha?

M5. GRABEL: Yes, M. Chairman, that's tr

CHWN. KATZ: Do you gentl enen prefer

an affirmation? | can do both or

of you.

can do one for

MR DA CUNHA: Affirnmation is fine.

CHWN. KATZ: Both agree?

stand. Just raise your right hand.

ue.

an oath or

bot h

don't need you to

(Marcus da Cunha and Richard Knox were duly

sworn or affirnmed, en mass, by the Chairmn.)

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you very nuch.

you nmay begin.

M5. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairman.

/1
/1
/1
/1
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MARCUS DA CUNHA and RI CHARD KNOX,
call ed as wtnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
havi ng been previously affirnmed or sworn by the Chairman
to speak the truth and nothing but the truth, were

exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MS. GRABEL:

Q M. da Cunha, please state your full nanme and
busi ness address for the record.

A (MR DA CUNHA) Marcus da Cunha, 650 California
Street, San Francisco, California 94108.

Q By whom are you enpl oyed and in what capacity?

A (MR DA CUNHA) M enployer is NES d obal, a
consul ting, engineering, contracting firm W provide
services to a nunber of different energy conpanies
including Shell. And | amcontracted to provide
devel opnent consulting services to Shell and its
affiliate, Savion Energy, and the Maricopa Energy Center,
LLC. That's what it is.

Q And what is your role in this matter?

A (MR DA CUNHA) 1'mthe | ead devel oper of the

solar project and the transm ssion |ine project.

Q You have before you a book of exhibits. Do you
see that?
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A. (MR. DA CUNHA) | do.

Q WIIl you please |ook at Exhibit MEC-1 which is
the CEC application that was submitted in this matter?
(MR DA CUNHA) | have it.

Have you seen this docunent before?

(MR DA CUNHA) Yes.

O > O P

Was it prepared by you or under your direction
and control ?

A. (MR. DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q Are the exhibits contained in Exhibit MEC-1 true
and correct to the best of your know edge?

A. (MR, DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q Do you have any anmendnents you would like to
make to Exhibit MEC 17

A (MR DA CUNHA) Not at this tine.

Q Well, we actually do, if you take a | ook at

Exhi bit MEC 2.

A (MR DA CUNHA) | see what you nean.

Q Yes.

A (MR DA CUNHA) So, yes, we have two anmendnents.
Q Can you pl ease explain what the two anendnents

contai ned in Exhibit MEC-2 are?
A (MR- DA CUNHA) Yes. So thanks for the
correction.
The first one is that -- for the route A/ Al,
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we're anmending to begin that transm ssion line from
switchyard S17 versus the possibility of beginning at the

switchyard yard S13 siting area.

Q And what is the second anendnent ?

A (MR DA CUNHA) 1Is to raise the highest height
to -- fromapproximately 190 feet to 220 feet at certain
pl aces.

Q Thank you. So let's take these each in turn

So Exhibit MEC 2-A withdraws the request for
approval of Alternative A conmencing at a proposed S13
swi t chyard, and now seeks approval of Alternative Ato

begin fromthe proposed S17 switchyard only. |Is that

correct?
A (MR DA CUNHA) Yes.
Q Was Exhibit MEC-2-A the result of negotiations

bet ween yoursel f, the applicant, and the intervenor,
Cour t house Ag Hol di ngs?

A. (MR, DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q And did those negotiations result in a

stipulation that the parties reached?

A. (MR. DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q I f you turn to Exhibit MEC 18.

A. (MR. DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q Is this a copy of the stipulation that was

entered between the parties?
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A. (MR, DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q From the Maricopa Energy side, did you authorize
the contents of this stipulation?

A. (MR. DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q And pursuant to that stipulation, does the
appl i cant al so propose to designate the revised
Alternative A as its proposed route -- as its, I'msorry,
preferred route?

A. (MR. DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q VWhat is the inpact of this nodification to
Al ternative A, noving fromS13 to S17 to the project?

A (MR DA CUNHA) It's a loss of net energy
produced delivered at the point of interconnection, which
then translates into | oss of revenue and financials for
t he project.

Q Have you estimated how much over the life of the
project the applicant is likely to |lose in revenues as a

result of the line | osses?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Roughly, we did. It's in the
mllions.

Q MIlions of dollars?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Correct.

Q Thank you. Does the designation of

Alternative A as a preferred route obviate the need for
approval of Alternative B?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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A (MR DA CUNHA) No, it does not.
Why not ?
A (MR DA CUNHA) Ms. Grabel, M. Chairman, so we

are here seeking two routes specifically because we do
not have all -- all the agreenents, all the permts from
point to point on either. W are in advanced
conversations with those entities, but we don't have
them

The Del aney Substation, it's very congested and
very conpetitive, both congested and conpetitive, and
anong ot her things, the properties right before the entry
into Del aney Substation are owned by a conpetitor that
has not been very cooperative with us despite, you know,
year and a half to two years of trying to work with them
If we elimnate Alternative B, that party will only be
nore uncooperative with us. So, you know, we'll |ose al
| everage of discussing ternms with them

So having both options, actually, it's
paradoxi cal. But having option B on the table hel ps us
negotiate in option A So, yes, we absolutely need both
at this tine.

Q Thank you. And the intervenor continues to

oppose Alternative B; correct?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Yes.
Q Did Maricopa Energy work in good faith to
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 207 VOLUME | 10-24-2022 42

address the intervenor's concerns with respect to
Al ternative B?

A. (MR DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q Did Maricopa Energy anal yze potenti al
alternatives that would nove alternative B further from

the intervenor's property?

A. (MR, DA CUNHA) Yes.
Q What were the results of those efforts?
A (MR DA CUNHA) Well, in a nutshell, sadly we're

not able to satisfy their requests. The intervenor
proposed to us four alternatives on their own, of which,
you know, they all had flaws, and we discussed that with
the intervenor.

But specifically one of the requests fromthe
intervenor was to, firstly, to nove that transm ssion
line that is adjacent to their property one mle farther
west fromtheir property. W discussed with that
| andowner, the | andowner discussed with their tenant,
which is a conpeting -- a conpetitor of ours in the sol ar
arena. And that conpetitor declined the request to nove
it one mle farther west.

And, you know, as recent as this weekend,
Friday, Saturday, Sunday, | discussed again with the
| andl ord who -- with the | andowner who al so approached
that future tenants of themto perhaps nove just a half
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mle. And the answer was the sane. They're not able to
accomodat e t hat request.

So back to your questions, yes, we took it
seriously. W analyzed. W tried. That land is not
avai | abl e.

Q Per haps you heard in M. Carroll's opening
statenment he critiqued us noting that at one point we had
options on the property and that we voluntarily
relinqui shed those options. |Is that an accurate
characteristic of how we lost the land rights to those
properties?

A (MR DA CUNHA) No, not really. The options
expired in March of this year, 2022. It was the end, if
you wll, the natural end of the option. And we
approached the | andowner to ask for an extension. And in
asking for an extension, there was al so negotiation of
the new price. And, well, the | andowner wanted nore. W
wanted to perhaps |less. The | andowner had other parties,
nore than one, they said to us, that were interested in
the sanme | and, you know, allegedly bidding higher than we
were. So they were -- they declined to extend that
option with us.

We didn't voluntarily let it |apse or we did not
have an interest. Actually, we did have an interest.

But we were outbid.
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CHWN. KATZ: And were those options for the A
route or the B route, the one that expired?

MR. DA CUNHA: Chairman Katz, it's for |and that
coul d be used for the B route.

CHWN. KATZ: As an alternative to what you're
currently proposing?

MS. GRABEL: Yes.

MR DA CUNHA: Yes. | suppose, yes. Uh-huh.

CHWN. KATZ: Go ahead.

M5. GRABEL: Thank you.
BY M5, GRABEL:

Q The intervenor raises several concerns regarding

the inpact of Alternative B on honeybees that reside on
his property. Wen was the first tine that you | earned

of that concern?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Wednesday eveni ng.
Q The day that the exhibits were due?
A (MR DA CUNHA) Well, after the intervenor filed

and forward to us the link and we clicked and start
reading the testinonies of M. Martori and others, that's
when we first | earned of the honeybees.

Q How many tinmes did the applicant discuss the
project with the intervenor or his representatives
t hroughout the project period?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Well, nyself, | had perhaps a
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couple, three conversations with M. Martori during | and
site acquisition that goes back to 2020. | know t hat
col l eagues of mne at that tine, Shell real estate also
spoke with M. Mrtori including our Realtor with
Cushman & Wakefield. So that al one there you probably
have, you know, perhaps as many as ten interactions.

We collectively had a couple of calls with
M. Martori this year. M. Mrtori and his counsel
participated in at | east two of the open houses we've
had. | know that Ms. G abel, yourself, and M. Carrol
spoke, exchanged e-mails, | reckon, you know, another
dozen ti nes.

So you see here, | can confidently say that
since 2020 between M. Martori and the project, we
probably had 20 different interactions, whether direct
phone calls, conference calls, or e-mails.

Q At one point we net with the intervenor and the
Arizona Corporation Conmm ssion Staff to discuss the
I ntervenor's concerns; is that correct?

A. (MR DA CUNHA) It is.

Q And during any of these many interactions, did

the intervenor nention any concerns about honeybees at

all?
A. (MR. DA CUNHA) No.
Q Did the intervenors nention anything about a
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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| anding strip on his property during any of these many
conversations?

A. (MR DA CUNHA) No.

Q Has Maricopa Energy ever w tnessed any evi dence
of a landing strip on his property on its many site
visits?

A (MR DA CUNHA) No, and we've had many site
visits in the last 18 nonths by a variety of
prof essionals, crews of a nunber of different
di sci plines, sone of themwere at the -- at the head at
the end of that alleged land strip. W' ve a done nunber
of siting evaluations. No, we've never -- we've never
seen it. W never got anything that hinted that there
was an airstrip there.

Q Did the intervenor nention any concern about
Alternative B inpairing the ability to dust his crops at

ni ght during any of these neetings?

A (MR DA CUNHA) No, not at night, no.
Q What concerns did the intervenor raise?
A (MR DA CUNHA) He did raise -- and | may ask

M. Knox to help me here with nenory. He did raise a
concern about dust crop -- crop dusting, and view, Vview
shed, and property values. And later on, EMF to
seedlings. Then there was EMF to human beings. And, you
know, as of Wednesday night, that's when we've | earned of
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the airstrip and the beehi ves.

Q Thank you. You noted early in the public
comment sessions M. Martori did nention that certain
routes woul d hanper his ability to dust his crops. D d
you explore that possibility as you were devising your
rout es?

A (MR DA CUNHA) |Is there another way to ask that
guestion so --

Q Ch, sure. So M. Martori nentioned that crop
dusting could be a problemwith the routes that we had
proposed. |s that something that you considered as you

were putting the route anal ysis together?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Yes, when he nentioned that to
us in January, | believe, yes, we started studying that,
uh- huh.

Q And what did you conclude as a result of your
st udi es?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Well, we -- we went to talk to

crop duster. And we found a crop duster with I believe
over 30 years of experience in crop dusting, including
dusting those very fields.

And that crop duster said that avoiding
transm ssion |ines and other obstacles is par for the
course, that for as long as it is during the day, there
Is no problemat all. At night, you know, there are ways
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to mnimze that.

But it seened that it was -- it is not a, that
the addition of this transm ssion |line would entirely
stop crop dusting on that farm

Q Do you have any under standi ng about ways t hat
the intervenor may be able to dust his crops even if
Alternative B is constructed?

MR. CARRCLL: Foundati on.

CHWN. KATZ: Pardon?

MR, CARRCLL: (bjection. Foundation.

CHWN. KATZ: | heard. Maybe lay a little bit of
addi ti onal foundati on.

MS. GRABEL: Certainly. So | know M. da Cunha
does not have expertise in crop dusting. W do have a
Wi tness to address that. | just want to put on the

record, and | want M. da Cunha to do it, that our expert

in crop dusting will give sone solutions to this
potential problemand we want to say that to the -- and |
wll ask this question now. W' re going to talk about

solutions later wth sonebody who has expertise in crop
dusti ng.

CHWN. KATZ: He can indicate whether he's
di scussed that with the crop dusting expert but ought to
not be rendering opinions that wll be later presented to
us by that expert.
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BY MS. GRABEL:

Q I n di scussions, M. da Cunha, with
M. Fieldgrove, our crop dust expert, do you have any
under st andi ng about ways M. Martori nmay be able to dust

his crops even if Alternative B is constructed?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Yes.
Q Can you give sonme exanpl es?
A (MR DA CUNHA) Well, two that were explained to

us is a terrestrial crop dusting, which M. Martori --
oh, sorry, you know, the Courthouse Ag, | don't know if
M. Martori hinself does it, but that the intervenor
presently does terrestrial crop dusting. And also using
heli copters instead of a fixed wng, you know, airplane.

Q And to the extent that any of these alternatives
I's nore expensive than the intervenor's current node of
crop dusting, is the applicant willing to pay the cost
differential if Alternative Bis, in fact, contracted?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Yes, a differential, we are.

Q Thank you. So let's take a | ook at
Exhibit MEG-2-B. So this is the second anendnent t hat
updat es the requested maxi num hei ght of the supporting
structures from approxi mately 190 feet to approximately

220 feet; correct?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Yes.
Q WIIl you please briefly explain the need for
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 207 VOLUME | 10-24-2022 50

this increase?

A (MR DA CUNHA) We further analyzed sonme of the
crossings, especially towards the end of the |ine where
Alternative A would cross, well, twice the existing
Har quahal a- Hassyanpa |ine, and wants to be built the
HV Sunrise |ine.

And it could be that one of those crossings nay
require specialized nonopol es that would be taller than
190 feet. So we raised that from 190 to approxi mately
220 feet.

Q So this additional pole height is only necessary
at the crossing into Del aney Substation; is that correct?
A (MR DA CUNHA) We think so. There are cana
structures and the flood retardant structures crossings.

We don't believe those will require 220 feet nonopol es.
But definitely the ones crossing the existing 500kV
gen-tie and to be built on may, Ms. G abel, M. Chairnman,
require tall er poles.

Q Can you think of a circunmstance that would
require a pole of a 220-foot height or even 190-f oot

hei ght around the intervenor's property?

A (MR DA CUNHA) No, | cannot.
Q So any thought that the intervenor's property
w ||l be surround by 220-foot poles is an exaggeration; is

t hat accurate?
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A (MR DA CUNHA) It's not part of the plan.
W -- we prefer to build as short as pol es as possible.
They're cheaper. They're easier to maintain, require
fewer permts. You know, we try to nake it easy on
our sel ves.

Q Were Exhibit MEC-2 subparts A and B prepared by
you or under your direction and control?

A. (MR, DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q Are the statenents contained in MEC-2 true and
correct to the best of your know edge?

A. (MR. DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q Ckay. If you'd please turn to Exhibit NMEC 3,
which is a map of the project site.

A. (MR, DA CUNHA) Yes.

MS. GRABEL: And this is the sane nmap, Conmttee
menbers, that are on the | am nated placemats before you.
MS. GRABEL:

Q Are you famliar, M. Da Cunha, with the
proposed site in this case?
A. (MR, DA CUNHA) Yes.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Ms. Grabel.

MS. GRABEL: Yes.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Can | request that, M. Chair,
that we get these maps that you're discussing so we can
see themon a screen? W don't have placemats here.
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MS. GRABEL: Absolutely. Sorry. It's
Exhi bit --

MEMBER GRINNELL: I1'mtrying to navigate all
this information here on ny books, and it's like |I'm not
sure what page we're on.

MS. GRABEL: So the map that we're | ooking at
right nowis Exhibit MEC-3, but we wll get it displayed
on the virtual canera. There we go.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Thank you.

MS5. GRABEL: Sure thing. Sorry about that.
BY M5, GRABEL:

Q So, M. da Cunha, does this map accurately
depict the proposed site and other itens that are
contained in its | egend?

A (MR DA CUNHA) As a depiction, yes, it does.

Q This map is the version that reflects the
amendnents to the CEC application found in
Exhi bit MEC- 2-A; is that correct?

A. (MR, DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q Thank you. Now, if you'd please turn to
Exhi bit MEC-4, which is the testinony summary of
Mar cus da Cunha.

A. (MR. DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q Have you seen this docunent before?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Yes, nm'am
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Q Was it prepared by you or under your direction

and control ?

A. (MR. DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q Does this docunent accurately summari ze the
testinony that you'll present before the Conmttee today?

A. (MR, DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q And w Il you please turn to Exhibit MEC-5, which
is the presentation that the project teamw || use

t hr oughout the heari ng.

A. (MR. DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q Have you seen this docunent before?

A. (MR, DA CUNHA) Yes.

Q Was it prepared by you or under your direction

and control ?
A (MR, DA CUNHA) Yes.
Q s the information contained in this

presentation true and correct to the best of your

know edge?
A (MR DA CUNHA) Yes.
Q Do you have any corrections you would like to

make to this presentation?
A (MR DA CUNHA) Not at this tine.
M5. GRABEL: kay. Before we begin the

presentation, because M. Knox wll be answering
gquestions, I'll like to quickly introduce him
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So, M. Knox, wll you please state your nane
and busi ness address for the record?

CHWN. KATZ: And just to the intervenor knows,
it's not unusual for us to do a panel deal and then for

you to take whichever one or both of w tnesses you want

in whatever order. |If there's a problemwth that,
you'll let me know.

MR CARRCLL: Not at all. Thank you.

MR. KNOX: My nane is Richard Knox. | work for

Wod G oup, 4600 East Washi ngton, Suite 600, Phoeni x,
Ari zona.

BY MS. GRABEL:

Q I n what capacity do you work at the Wod G oup,
M. Knox?

A (MR KNOX) [|I'ma project manager.

Q VWhat is your role in this matter?

A (MR KNOX) [|I'mthe project manager for the

project related to environnental permtting and siting
st udy.

Q Thank you. And if you please turn to
Exhi bit MEC- 10, which is the witness testinony or
testi nony summary, rather, of Richard Knox. Have you
seen this docunment before?

A. (MR KNOX) Yes.

CHWN. KATZ: \What nunber was that?
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MS. GRABEL: It was 10.
CHWN. KATZ: 10.
MS. GRABEL: MEC-10, yes.
CHWN. KATZ: Thank you.
BY MS. GRABEL:
Q Was it prepared by you or under your direction

and control ?

A. (MR KNOX) Yes.

Q And does this docunent accurately sumari ze the
testinony you will present to the Commttee today?

A. (MR KNOX) Yes.

Q Thank you.

M5. GRABEL: Wth that, M. Chairman, |1'd |ike
to nove the adm ssion MEC-1 through 5, 10 and 18.

MR, CARRCLL: No objection.

CHW. KATZ: W'Ill admt, then, Exhibits 1, 2,

MS. GRABEL: 5.

CHWN. KATZ: 5, 10 and 18.

MS. GRABEL: Correct.

CHWN. KATZ: Al right. Admtted. And, again,
you can nove or offer exhibits as we go, or you can wait
till the end of all the evidence. But --

MR CARROLL: Chairman, may | presune that by
not objecting we're not stipulating that the content is
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all accurate?

CHWN. KATZ: Absolutely not.

MR, CARRCLL: Ckay. Very good. Thank you.
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Al right. M. Da Cunha, please go ahead and
begi n the presentati on.

A (MR DA CUNHA) May we pl ease put the
presentation on both screens?

Thank you. So introducing the team here, the
panel first to my right, you already heard from M. Knox
with Wood Group. That is the project manager for the --
all environnmental permtting work.

And nyself, Marcus da Cunha as it's there. |'m
here representing Savi on Energy, the parent conpany of
the applicant, the Maricopa Energy Center, LLC. I'ma
devel opi ng consultant for Savion for Shell. | studied
econonmics at the Université de CGeneve, like we say it.
28 years experience in the energy industry. | amthe
| ead project developer. | work with siting, permtting,
of ftake financing, and other itens with the project.
Participating in two CEC cases, the RE Papago CEC Case
189, and the Cielo Azul CEC Case 191.

Before | nobve on to the next step here, by neans
of introduction, by now you' ve noticed a few features
about nyself, notably, you know, the tw tches and
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what not. Yes, you are correct, | have Tourette's
syndronme, and sadly, you know, that is not all. | made a
list here. I'malso in the autismspectrum Alittle

bit of OCD. A little bit of ADD, ADHD. Wy not; right?
But wait, that's not all. 1'malso color blind. So all
your greens, yellows, oranges, please, you know, let's
talk other colors. And [ast but not at least, | am an
Euro trash and | speak like one. So | highly recommend
that you turn on your closed caption and follow the
subtitles here below. It comes with the territory, |ike
we say.

CHWN. KATZ: So far we're hearing you just fine.
And if you should inadvertently swear because of your
Tourette's, we don't give a damm.

MR. DA CUNHA: My kind of guy.

CHWN. KATZ: | say that in jest, but | think so
far we are able to hear you. And if our court reporter
can't hear or you or anybody in participating in the
proceeding can't hear, you we'll let you know, or if you
need to repeat sonething.

MR. DA CUNHA: Brilliant.

And |l ast year, |I'd be remss if | |left out, not
col | eagues or associates, if truth be told, ny friends.
I'"d like the friends there are in back as | say your
nanes, to pl ease stand up
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There's Patty Varra. Patty, please stand up for
everybody to see who you are. Jen Skul stad, please stand
up. There's Mark Etherton. And Chris Powers. Those are
nmy col | eagues, associates, friends that have been
supporting many aspects of this project. | thought it
was inportant to acknow edge t hem

CHWN. KATZ: And that's fine. W don't need to
spell their nanes now, but either counsel or M. da Cunha
need to make sure the court reporter got all of those
names correct.

MR DA CUNHA: Yes.

CHWN. KATZ: Go ahead.

MR DA CUNHA: All right. Let's get with the
busi ness here. Right.

Firstly, quick word here about the applicant,
fromthe bottom The applicant technically is the
Mari copa Energy Center, LLC, which is a wholly owned
subsidiary of Savion. Savion Energy is a devel oper,
bui |l der, owner, and operator of w nd, solar, and storage
projects across the U S. Shell was -- acquired Savi on
early this year, so Shell owns Savion that owns Mari copa
Energy Center. |'m a devel opnent consultant.
consulted for Shell and all the subsidiaries.

Alittle bit of bragging. This is actually
dated nunbers. W presently at Savi on have over
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13, 000 negawatts, 80 projects over 26 states here in U S.
al one. (Obviously, if you count all the Shell projects
worl dwi de, then it's a big, big nunber. But, you know, a
little bit of bragging, |ike we say.

Pur pose and need of this project, by project |
nmean the transm ssion line project, is to interconnect
the solar array and batteries to the Del aney Substation
and bol ster Arizona utilities' clean energy objectives.

The project may al so be used by other sol ar
projects in the area. There are many projects being
proposed i n Harquahal a Vall ey, thus reducing future needs
for additional transm ssion into Del aney.

The project would al so nmake up for retired
el ectric generation fromcoal as well as potential future
needs from then-unavail abl e hydroel ectric power.

BY MS. GRABEL:

Q M. da Cunha, if you could explain for a nonent
why we believe hydroel ectric power nmay be unavailable in
the future?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Yes, indeed. | believe that out
here in Arizona we've been readi ng about |evels of the
Col orado River, Lake Powell, Lake Mead, you know, and not
only that is water for everyday consunption for
agriculture, but that water noves a significant anmount of
power, power that conmes here to Arizona and the
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sout hwest. As we continue our drought, there'll be |ess
of that water, less of that power. |In this project, as
small as it is, it would make up for a little bit of that
unavai |l abl e power in the future.

Q Thank you.

A. (MR DA CUNHA) You're wel cone.

And | astly is the project balances Arizona's
need for adequate econom c and reliable supply of energy
whil e m nimzing i npact on environnent and ecol ogy of the
state.

Alittle bit about the project. So the
transm ssion line is construction and operation of a new
single and/ or double circuit 500kV line, rated at up to
2,000 negawatts between the Maricopa Energy Center
project, the solar project, and the Del aney Substati on.

Tentative construction schedule frommd 2024 to

approxi mately end of 2025.

St eel nonopol es nostly -- 1'll cone back to that
in a nonent -- approximately from 160 foot tall to
approxi mately 220 feet tall. And approximately 600 to

1,000 feet apart.

The nostly, if | may, we intend to instal
nonopoles. It's easier for us, but there are sone turns,
sone crossings that may not be nonopole |like arresters,
dead ends, A-franmes, and so on. So once the project is

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 207 VOLUME | 10-24-2022

finally built, and we'll go back to the site, we nay see
ot her than just, you know, nonopoles. That's what | nean
by nostly. But the intention is that nost of the

structures will be nonopoles. It's nuch easier for all.

The project has active APS Queue #360. The
system i npact study is conplete and delivered to Staff.
The facilities study is ongoing and expected to be
conplete this quarter.

We are here requesting CEC for two alternative
corridors and switchyards. Alternative A, approxi mtely
5.7 mles from S17 switchyard via the Saddl eback fl ood
retardant structure into the Del aney Substation.
Alternative B, approximately 8.5 mles fromthe S13
siting area via the Harquahal a Power Plant into the
Del aney Substati on.

The next two maps are the maps that are
| am nated in front of us. This first map is a very
conplete map that has a nunber of features, a nunber of
different colors, | understand, that don't nean not hi ng
to nme. It shows a variety of itens.

|"mgoing to go to the next one. This next one
here on the flip side of the lamnated map in front of us
is my own personal cheat sheet. Fewer colors, fewer
features, nuch easier for nme to navigate and explain
t hi ngs around.
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And with that, what |'d |like to bring your
attention to -- oh, there it is. Perfect.

Here at the bottom we tal k about the requested
CEC corridors, and just like to elaborate a little on
this.

First, I"'mgoing to do the route A Al here at
top. So it begins here at the S17 switchyard and this
first leg along Canel back Sal one Road, requesting
500 feet w de.

Sonme of you pronounce it a little bit different.
["'mnot going to hold that against you. But, you know,
in the old country when we read the bible, we say Sal one.
But you can pronounce the way you like, it's totally
fine, you know.

Al ong the Flood Control District, Saddl eback
flood retardant structure. |If you hear us say FRS, it's
short for flood retardant structure. W're asking for
1, 000-feet w de corridor.

And the last leg fromthe flood retardant
structure into Del aney Substation, we're asking for
2,000-feet wde, and that is because there's a
subvariant, you know, that goes south of the Thomas Road
alignnment. There's no road here. Just the alignnent of
the Thomas Road. And we're here asking for 2,000 feet
because of the different corridors, two that could be
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north of the Thonas Road alignnent, one to the south.

We don't know yet where HV Sunrise will build
their line. They've shared sone designs with us, but
it's prelimnary. So we're giving ourselves a little
roomto err. Hence why this wide 2,000 feet corridor.
Back to --

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairman.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: When you were tal ki ng about
these FSRs, is that a wash in those flood pl ains? What
kind of area is that? 1Is it -- | guess what |'mgetting
to, is this an erodous, and, if so, would we be | ooking
at a NEPA?

MR. DA CUNHA: Is that for me to answer?

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Yes, please. |I'msorry.

CHWN. KATZ: |If you know the answer to it, sure.

MR. DA CUNHA: 1'Il try nmy best, you know.

So the flood retardant structure is essentially
a dam and it's owned and operated by Maricopa County on
Mari copa County Flood Control District fee land. So it
does not trigger a federal nexus, so no, there would not
be a NEPA here. It is strictly a county work stream

MEMBER GRI NNELL: All right. Thank you.

MEMBER PALMER: That's good.

MR DA CUNHA: Indeed. Right.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 207 VOLUME | 10-24-2022 64

So back to the Alternative B that begins at the
top left, you know, of the map in the siting area, S13,
so once we find -- once we |ocated the switchyard, it
woul d cross. This is Canel back Road. It would cross
south and go east for approxinmately one mle, down south.

This is 499th Avenue, and then turn east on the
Thomas Road on the south side. This is the Harquahal a
Power Pl ant and the switchyard. And continue on Thomas
Road and then Thomas Road alignnment all the way to the
flood retardant structure. This whole first leg we're
asking for 500-feet wi de CEC corridor.

And then we get here, we're already asking for
2,000 feet. Sanme reason, you know, we don't know exactly
the wdth here, but it's part of the -- it's part of this
corridor study. W're asking for 2,000 feet fromthe
flood retardant structure all the way into the Del aney
Subst ati on.

So that's what | wanted to bring to your
attention, these widths that are on the bottom here of
t he nmap.

MEMBER PALMER: M. Chai r man.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, M. Pal ner.

MEMBER PALMER: Earlier, and | don't knowif it
was introduced yet in testinony, but in opening
statenments it was indicated that by noving from 17 --
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from1l3 to 17, you were | eaving power -- there was power
| oss that was being left on the table. Can you explain
what causes that? Is it a loss of area for the solar
panel s, or what's creating that power |o0ss?

MR. DA CUNHA: Yes, certainly. So fromthe
old -- well, S13 is still there; right? So what we are
no | onger doing is having the option that the high
vol t age, above-ground transm ssion line would start here
and go on down to Section 17 and continue to Del aney.

So the aboveground 500kV Iine has |ess
resi stance than an underground, |ower voltage. So |ess
resi stance, |less |osses, npbre net production.

So by -- for feeding that, we are now i ncurring
nore | osses, | ess net production.

MEMBER PALMER: Thank you.

MR. DA CUNHA: In a nutshell; right?

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chai r man.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. da Cunha, | -- so -- excuse
nme -- you're saying that between S17 and S13 is going to
be under gr ounded?

MR DA CUNHA: Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But it is still part of
Al ternative A5 correct?

MR DA CUNHA: No, it is underground but is the
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solar array md voltage coll ector system

MEMBER LI TTLE: Oh, okay. So it's not at 500kV?
It's a | ower voltage?

MR. DA CUNHA: Correct, yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | see. Ckay. All right. Thank
you. | do have one other question while | have the
fl oor.

MR DA CUNHA: Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Wbul d you expl ain what the
difference is between a facility study and a system
i npact study?

MR DA CUNHA: Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: One has been conpl eted; the
ot her one has not.

MR. DA CUNHA: R ght. So entities |like ours
that desire to interconnect to the grid, generally in the
United States, apply for interconnection. Most
utilities, transm ssion operators, system operators, they
foll ow, you know, federal guidelines to help standardize
the application throughout the country. And once you
submt your application, there are paynents, conmmtnents,
things that you have to deliver. And then that -- the
owner of that power line starts the studies.

One of the early studies is the system inpact
study, and that one was conpl eted and delivered by APS.
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It is -- it is a high-level ook into what this new
project would cause in the system what this new project
may be required to upgrade the systemand so on. So it's
a high-level view, and that one was conpleted a few
nont hs ago.

And then there's the second step that is, you
know, a closer |ook, and that is the facilities study
that |look in depth of exactly what gear, what el enents,
what infrastructure will be required specifically, you
know, to that project. You know, so it's regarding the
risk -- it's getting the mnute work. And that one is
ongoing. W hope to receive results this fourth quarter.

CHWN. KATZ: Who was that filed wth?

MR DA CUNHA: APS.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So the system i npact studies,
what you're calling the systemi npact studies, are just
| ocalized? 1It's not area or region w de?

MR DA CUNHA: Onh, it is, yeah, area, region,
yes. Uh-huh.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Okay. And what kind of studies
actually were done, do you know? Stability --

MR. DA CUNHA: APS performed a nunber of these
studies. Stability is one. Part of the feasibility, the
system i npact study, stability is one. Current fault is
anot her one. It's a nunmber of studies.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

MR. DA CUNHA: You're wel cone.

MEMBER HAMMY: | just have a question,
actually, for Menber Little.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, Menber Hamway.

MEMBER HAMMY: So facilities study is not an
under stood ternf

MEMBER LI TTLE: It's not one that | had seen
before, no. |'massuning that that is | ooking at what if
there are any upgrades that need to be made to the
Del aney Substation, if they need to put in new
transfornmer, if they need to put in sone --

MR. DA CUNHA: Correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: -- rectifiers or sone capacitors
or anything |ike that.

MR. DA CUNHA: Correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Real specific kinds of things as
opposed to | ooking at the inpact on the area and the
region. Am/| correct?

MR DA CUNHA: Right. Hence the nane
"facilities." They're |ooking at exactly those -- those
facilities that you nentioned.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But, no, it's not one | had
hear d.

MEMBER HAMMY: Thank you.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
BY MS. GRABEL:
Q Go ahead and continue, M. da Cunha.
A (MR DA CUNHA) Geat. So look alittle bit
closer into the alternatives.

Alternative A approximately 5.7 mles from S17
switchyard down the flood retardant structure into
Del aney. This one nostly north of Thomas Road ali gnnent
but, you know, Alternative A |oops around the private
property and enters Del aney fromthe south.

Request ed corridor here varies from 500 feet
wi de at the Canel back-Sal one stretch to 2,000 feet w de
al ong the Thomas Road alignnent. Single circuit fromend
to end up to 2,000 negawatts approxi mately estimated at
$32 mllion.

It would cross the existing Harquahal a- Hassyanpa
500kV gen-tie twice and the to-be-built HV Sunrise 500kV
l'i ne.

It requires the, you know, the participation of
private entities, Mricopa County DOT, Harquahal a Vall ey
Irrigation District, the Flood Control District of
Mari copa County. That's the flood retardant structure,

t he Harquahal a Power Plant, HV Sunrise, and finally the
Arizona State Land Depart nment.
We added this here for the Conmttee to
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appreciate that for a lousy 5.7-mle gen-tie that, you
know, this is conplicated work, it really is. And hence
why, you know, we're not finished with it yet, and hence
why we need to have both options until we conpl ete one.

The next one is the, you know, an alternative
inside the Alternative AL This is Al. This is the
shortest one. 5.4 mles fromS17 switchyard down the FRS
into Delaney. This one entirely north of Thomas Road
alignnment. Enters Del aney fromthe west.

The requested corridors here as before, 500 feet
wi de at the Canel back-Sal onme stretch to 2,000 feet w de
al ong the Thomas Road alignnent. Also single circuit
fromend to end up to 2,000 negawatts. This one's a
little bit shorter, also a little bit |ess expensive. W
estimate at approximately $30 mllion.

It does not cross the existing Harquahal a-
Hassyanpa |line or the to-be-built HV Sunrise 500kV |ines.

This one requires, you know, the participation
of private entities, MCDOT, the Irrigation District and
the Flood Control District.

Finally, here as details, this is the
Alternative B. This is the |longest one. Approxinately
8.5 mles fromthe S13 switchyard siting area. The
requested corridor varies from500 feet wde all the way
to the flood retardant structure, so west of it, and then
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a 2,000 feet wde east of the flood -- flood retardant
structure into Del aney.

It would begin single circuit from S13
switchyard siting area approximately four mles to the
Har quahal a Power Pl ant sw tchyard. And then, you know,
it could be either continuous single circuit or rebuild
the double circuit fromthe Harquahal a Power Pl ant
switchyard into Del aney Substation. And that leg is 4.5
mles leg, so 4.5, 8.5.

Here too, up to 2,000 nmegawatts of capacity.
And this one longer, so it's the npbst expensive of ours,
estimate approximately $35 mlli on.

Worth noting, the Harquahal a Power Pl ant woul d
continue to be interconnected into the Hassyanpa conpl ex.
And here it requires the participation of private
entities, the Harquahala Power Plant which is a private
entity, and then county, that's the Flood Control
District, state, with the |land departnent; and United
St ates Bureau of Land Managenent, the BLM

Q M. da Cunha, if | could interrupt you for a
nmonment. At the prehearing conference, Chairnman Katz
asked us to put evidence in the record regardi ng the need
for any NEPA anal ysis because this alternative would
cross federal land. Wuld we require a NEPA anal ysis
associated with this route?
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A (MR DA CUNHA) M. Knox, you may suppl enment
here. We've discussed with the Lower Sonoran Field
O fice of the BLM about the existing NEPA work that was
done for this gen-tie 20 years ago. And in discussing
with them the managers of the Lower Sonoran Field Ofice
told us that this would be -- this would fall under the
categori cal exenption of NEPA, so there would be no new
NEPA wor K.

Q Thank you. So no correspondi ng environnent al

I npact statenent or environmental analysis; correct?

A (MR DA CUNHA) M. Knox, | think the answer is
correct.
A (MR KNOX) That's correct.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN:  Chai r man?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, M. Haenichen.

MEMBER HAENICHEN: ['mtrying to decide in this
context of what we the Committee nenbers are going to be
asked to vote on. There's so many different entities
i nvol ved, we can't vote for anybody else. So what is
going to be proposed to us at the end of this hearing to
vote on?

MR. DA CUNHA: To vote to approve the CEC for
alternatives A, Al, and B

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: VWhat is the role of sone of
these other entities? W're not commtting themto
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sonet hing, are we? Do you have to --

MR DA CUNHA: No.

M5. GRABEL: M. Chairman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes.

MS. GRABEL: Menber Haenichen, if | may answer
Menmber Haeni chen's questi on.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, you nay, and then we'll take
our first recess of the day. Go ahead.

MS. GRABEL: Certainly. So Menber Haenichen,
the entities on the fifth bullet are really just the
| andowners from whom we need to obtain permtting or
right of way access. And so it's |like any other CEC
proceedi ng, you know, we're traversing various types of
| and under various jurisdictions, and that's just
inform ng the Conmttee of who owns the |and, from whom
we need to obtain site control.

And so we are asking the Conmttee in the end to
approve two alternative routes that have various |and
ownerships. 1In the event that we cannot obtain all of
the site control we need fromAlternative A, we wll
pursue Alternative B.

But you woul d not be binding any of these
entities to give us anything.

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Well, we can't.

MS. GRABEL: Exactly.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 207 VOLUME | 10-24-2022 74

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, Menber Ginnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Ms. Grabel, to that point,
what we're basically being asked to approve
Alternative A, 1, B, whatever, these are -- theoretically
these are hypotheticals right now? There's nothing
secured by this project as far as which route is
avai | abl e wi t hout down-the-road negotiations. Aml
correct there?

M5. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairman, Menber
Ginnell. They're not hypotheticals. W have, | nmean
not -- | nmean, | wll actually ask M. da Cunha so this
conmes into evidence.

BY MS. GRABEL:

Q But, M. da Cunha, will you please describe the
nature of each route and the anount of certainty we have
on each to give the Conmmittee sonme sense that these are
not hypothetical routes and their work here is for
naught ?

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: That's what |'m | ooking for.

CHWN. KATZ: And go ahead in just a nonment. But
one of the things that we have to recognize is,
unfortunately, the way the systemworks is it frequently
Is a situation where not all permts or easenents and
ri ghts-of-way have been obtai ned when we end up issuing
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t he CEC.

You may go ahead with your answer, and then
we'll take a break.

MR. DA CUNHA: Yes. Indeed, you spared ne a few
remarks. | was going to say that.

All these entities that we presented here,
right, that last bullet, where's the thingie, you know,
all these entities and the previous ones, you know, all
these entities, we've engaged all of them \ether it is
for a permt application, whether it is for crossing
negoti ati on, whether it is for hel ping each other. So,
yes, we have all engaged with them

We are in sone instances, |ike the Harquahal a
Valley Irrigation Direct, we have a crossing |icense
signed, paid for, actually.

Mari copa County DOT, we have applied for the
| i cense and unani nously approved by Maricopa County
Boar ds of Supervi sor.

The -- where is the -- the Flood Control
District of Maricopa County, we have applied for the
| icense, already negotiated the |icense | anguage. Now
we' re applying for the authorization to construct.

The private entities, we have exchanged a nunber
of red lines to, you know, for negotiation of private
| and.
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So, yeah, we're in advance with all these
entities. But it's not -- we don't have the final
approval fromall of themfor one route fromend to end.
You know, we're marching towards it.

Ms. Grabel, was that the answer you're | ooking
for?

M5. GRABEL: Let ne ask Menber Haenichen, is
that the answer you're | ooking for?

MEMBER HAENI CHEN: Yeah. It is, but there's a
| ot of uncertainty associated with it.

CHWN. KATZ: |'m assum ng, though, that you
already -- I'massumng that you already have perm ssion,
or at least tacit agreenent, with respect to both of the
county entities and the | and departnent?

MR. DA CUNHA: Correct.

CHWN. KATZ: And that the primary issue is with
the private | andowners?

MR DA CUNHA: Yes.

CHWN. KATZ: If you don't mnd, | think we've
been goi ng about an hour and a half, maybe a little bit
| onger than that. [It's now alnost 20 m nutes to 3:00.
We'll wait until about five to three or three o' clock,
and then are we going to be taking M. Martori out of
order?

M5. GRABEL: | believe so.
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VWhat is the next slide? If | can see if this is
a-- 1 think this is a perfect place to transition,
actually. Yeah. Sure. W take M. Martori when we cone
back from break.

CHWN. KATZ: Figure 15 mnutes is about five to
three. W can at |east be reassenbled and ready to go no
| ater than three.

(Recess from2:38 p.m to 3:01 p.m)

CHWN. KATZ: |If you're ready, you can go ahead.
And | didn't realize M. Martori was already seated.

M. Martori, would you prefer an oath or an
affirmation?

MR. MARTORI: Affirmation is fine.

(St ephen Al oysius Martori, Il, was duly sworn or
affirmed by the Chairman.)

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you very nuch. And, Counsel,

you may go ahead with your exam nati on.

Il
Il
/1
/1
/1
Il
Il
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STEPHEN ALOYSI US MARTORI, 11,
called as a wtness on behalf of Courthouse Ag
Hol di ngs, LLC, having been previously affirmed or sworn
by the Chairman to speak the truth and nothing but the

truth, was exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON
BY MR CARROLL:
Q Good afternoon M. Martori. Wuld you pl ease

state your full nanme for the record?

A St ephen Al oysius Martori, I1.

Q M. Martori, 1'd like to refer you to the
exhi bit book that is in front of you. | believe it's
to your left. It says Courthouse Ag Hol di ngs Exhibits.

I'"d like you to turn to what has been marked as
Exhi bit CAH 3, please. And |let ne know when you're
t here, please.

A. Got it.

Q M. Martori, what we marked here as
Exhibit CAH 3 is a copy of your prefiled direct
testinony in this matter. Was that testinony prepared
by you or under your direction?

A Yes, it was.

Q Are there any changes you wi sh to nake to your
prefiled testinony at this tinme?
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A No.

Q If I were to ask you any of the questions in
this testinony here today under oath, would your answers
be any different?

A No.

MR. CARRCLL: M. Chairman, | nove to admt
M. Martori's testinony marked as CAH 3 into evi dence.

CHWN. KATZ: Any objection?

M5. GRABEL: No objection.

CHWN. KATZ: CAH3 will be admtted, and al so
you can offer exhibits either as we go or wait until the
conclusion of all the evidence, but 1'll always give you
that last mnute opportunity if you fail to offer an
exhibit. You may proceed.

BY MR CARROLL:

Q In the interest of expedience today, |'m going
to ask you to briefly summarize your testinony. Please
describe if you will for us your educational background
and prof essi onal experience.

A | went to University of Arizona, degree in
agricultural econom cs, bachel or of science degree.

G aduated in 1970. Joined the conpany as soon as |
graduated. | had worked in the sumers through high
school and college, so | was a little bit famliar with
t he business, but did not grow up on a farm
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| was in several of the industry organizations,
trade associations. The main one, Western G owers
Associ ation represents 80 percent of the produce grown in
Arizona and California. Past chairman of that
or gani zati on.

| was on the United Fresh Fruit and Vegetabl e
Associ ation, which is the national association that
represents the suppliers for the country. And al so was
on Produce Marketing Association's board which represents
mainly the sellers, the retail grocery chains,
whol esal ers, term nal markets. But there are several
producti on nenbers on that board.

| " ve been on the Harquahala irrigation board,
and |"mcurrently on the electrical district board for
Har quahal a and on the irrigation board for Aguila

irrigation district.

Q Okay. M. Martori, do you hold any specia
i censes?
A Private pilot, airline transport rated.
Q Pl ease descri be what that neans.
A Well, you go fromprivate to commercial on up.

Airline transport pilot is the rating that airline pilots
have to have. [It's a, you know, $1,500 m ninumto apply
for the rating. You have to have certain higher

tol erances on operating the aircraft to get that rating.
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Q So is that the highest rating avail abl e?

A Yes.

Q And how many hours of flying experience do you
have?

A About 10, 000.

Q What type of aircraft are you type rated to
pi | ot ?

A Typed in a Cessna 550, which is a twin engine

jet, Cessna CIM2 which is a twin engine jet. Typed in a,
al so typed in helicopters.

Q Okay. And turbine engine aircraft as well?

A Correct. Not -- those aren't type rated, but |
have King Air and TBM those are both turbo props. |
have -- | don't know, 3,000, 4,000 hours of turbine tine.

Q And have you -- well, scratch that. [1'll nove
on to the next one.

What is the approxi mate equival ent of flying
time, to the best of your know edge, of an average
professional airline pilot?

A Wel |, generally they have a m ni mum of
1,500 hours, and |I've nmet airline pilots that have
20,000 hours. So |I'd guess average sonewhere around
10, 000.

Q Woul d you pl ease descri be your involvenent with
the intervenor, Courthouse Ag Hol di ngs, LLC?
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A Court house Ag Hol di ngs hol ds ag properties

i ncluding the property in question in Harquahal a.

Q And what is your interest in Courthouse Ag
Hol di ngs?
A. It is owmed 50 percent by Arthur Martori, ny

brot her, and 50 percent by nyself.

Q You i ndicated that Courthouse Ag owns property
in the Harquahala Valley. For the project at issue in
t hese proceedi ngs, about how many acres of that property
woul d be i npact ed?

A Well, we have 2200 acres in Harquahal a, and
about 1200 of it, 1230 or -40 or so is the property in
guesti on.

Q s there a business | ocated on Courthouse Ag --
on Courthouse Ag's property?

A Say that again.

Q s there a business that perforns its operations
on Courthouse Ag's property out in the Harquahal a Vall ey?

A That property is | eased on a 25-year lease to

Martori Farns.

Q And do you al so have an interest in Martori

Far ns?
A | have a 60 percent interest in Martori Farns.
Q What is Martori Farns?
A It's an agricultural grower-shipper prinmarily of
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nmel ons, other crops include broccoli. Melons is |ike
15, 000 acres, broccoli is roughly 1500 to 2,000 acres a
year. \Wheat and organic barley. |It's also the |argest
organi ¢ nel on producer in the country. And rotates with
gar banzo beans. Sone people call them chickpeas.

Q And how many enpl oyees does Martori Farns enpl oy
in the state of Arizona?

A Roughly 1250.

Q How | ong has Martori Farnms operated in the
Har quahal a Val | ey?

A. Since the early '50s, so 70 years.

Q What is the inportance of the Harquahal a
properties to both Courthouse Ag and Martori Farns?

A Qur business is we're a full-season, |ike you
said earlier, largest nelon producer in the country, and
we grow for -- the only grower-shipper that grows for the
full domestic season which starts May 1 and goes unti
Thanksgi vi ng.

We harvest anywhere from 500,000 to a mllion
nmel ons a day, and we supply all the najor retailers in
the country, Wal mart bei ng our biggest, and we do Costco,
Kroger. You had nentioned sonme of the others.

Q How does the Harquahal a property specifically
factor into the Martori Farnms operation?

A So preseason, before planting, we negotiate with
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the large retail ers because they want a continuity of
supply, and so you negotiate for the whole season, you
set up volunes for each period.

Mel on demand peaks around Fourth of July and
then tapers off as you go into the later part of the
summer and into the fall when you're starting to conpete
w th apples and pears and what -- what they bring to
school for lunch, et cetera. And so you have an
agreenment that you're going to supply them so nuch, and
you have to have that production every day.

We start our production in the warnest part of
the country, Yuma area, and that supplies us during Muy.
We start Harquahala |late May and go until around the
Fourth of July. So that's our prinme season.

During that sane season, we're producing in
Mari copa, Arizona, south of Maricopa, simlar elevation
and climate as Har quahal a.

Then we go up to the Aguila Valley, which is
near W ckenburg. |It's 2400 feet, cooler during the
summer and able to get us through until the end of
Septenber. Then we do the reverse, go back to warnmer
area in Harquahala and then finish up in the warnest area
near Yuna.

Q Specifically as it relates to the property in
Har quahal a Vall ey at i1issue, are there inprovenents or
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other facilities |ocated on the properties?

A Well, it's -- counsel for the applicant
menti oned that there's nothing significant out there to
see, but it's -- tous it's very significant. It's a
very interesting, unique farm

The -- our whol e operation is under drip
irrigation. W're able to produce crop and nel ons for
hal f the anmpunt of water used conpared to our conpetitors
that use furrow irrigation.

And that systemin that particular range,

1200 acres, we have about 7 mllion feet of underground
tubi ng that goes under every -- every planting bed and
supplies precise water to the plants. And it's operated
out of a main punping plant that punps about 5, 000
gal l ons a m nute.

In the northwestern corner is 150,000 square
feet of greenhouse that provides the hundred mllion plus
pl ants that we transplant every year into the field,
whi ch al so saves about another 10 percent of water.

So it's the nost efficient water user in the --
in the state, probably the country.

Q |s there anything of significance that is

running east to west in the mddle of the property?

A We have our main runway there that |'ve
personal |y been using for 50 years. |'m not sure why
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they couldn't find it. It has markers down the whole
| ength of the runway that anybody that | ands on these
runways, certainly this gentleman over here has seen
tires buried halfway up the side of the tire, marking the
border of the runway.

It's effectively 4,000 feet | ong, 60 feet w de.
You can see it on Google Maps as far back as they go. So
" mnot sure why they couldn't find it.

Q And as the principal of the intervenor
Court house Ag today, do you object to the proposed
transm ssion routes sought in the certificate of
envi ronnental conpatibility by the applicant, Maricopa
Energy Center, LLC?

A Well, there's a nunber of different routes. W
opposed sone of the ones that we've had. On the one that
we agree upon, we support that route, which is Route A

Q And just for purposes of the record, what is the

route that Courthouse Ag supports in these proceedi hgs?

A Route A. Route A -- Al.

Q And which is the route that Courthouse Ag
opposes?

A The B routes.

Q What is the nature of your objections to

proposed B alternative route?
A. Well, there's several of them The fact that it
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woul d make our runway -- the only way we can effectively
transport out -- out to the farms. W have, like | said,
we have farns around the state, and going near Yumm, it's
actually in California, but it's right across the line.
That route is 450 mles, and an aircraft is the only
effective way of getting around there.

It's al so used and has been used for crop
dusting and for frost protection. Wiich | did nyself one
night when it was -- we couldn't -- we didn't expect it
to get so cold, and about one o'clock in the norning I
got a call that said, hey, it's going to freeze tonight.

| had a helicopter at the tinme, |I'mhelicopter
rated, so | flew out there in the mddle of the night and
cut ny teeth crop dusting. And know very well how
difficult it is to see when you' re doing that at night.

Q Well, and I'lIl get a little bit nore into the
di fferences between the aerial operations, but | just
want to get a general synopsis of your concerns relative
to proposed Route B

So if I'"'mhearing you correctly one of themis
relative to the aerial operations. Do you have other
concerns relative to proposed Route B?

A Well, the -- over the course of this, we found
out how critical the EMF can affect bee pollination. And
anyone that's followed pollination knows it's extrenely
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critical in the state and in the country and the worl d,
really.

And that was very alarmng to us when we found
that out. Had no idea that that was a problemuntil this
case brought it to |ight.

Q Where are the beehives | ocated on the Harquahal a
properties?
A Well, they'll be -- start on the west and work

their way on the different roads to the mddle of the

farm
Q You said they start on the western boundary?
A Correct.
Q Why are they | ocated on the western boundary?
A Well, they're |ocated on the road so they're

easy to service. The beekeepers have to take care of the
hives to nmaintain themand maintain the health of the
bees, and primarily the queen.

And the prevailing wwnd in that -- in the | ower
United States is fromwest to east, and the bees travel
better, nove across the fields better with the prevailing
wi nd.

Q So is it accurate to state that pollination
woul d not be as effective if you sinply noved beehives
from say, the western border where proposed Route B is
to the interior of the property?
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A Correct. Yeah.
Q Queue 8, pl ease.

While they're doing that, M. Mirtori, do you
have concerns relative to the property value if Route B
i s proposed?

A. Yeah. | was going to continue on that the
obvi ous concerns to us is froma property val ue
standpoint is 120-foot, 500,000 volt line is not an
attraction to the property and affects the view corridors
of the property.

Har quahal a is a beautiful valley, which if you
cane out there you'd see that. But it's -- and, you
know, we have -- there's water, | know everyone knows how
critical water is, and beconm ng nore and nore critical.
That's one of the areas that has a hundred-year assured
supply of water, which are required to do any
devel opnent .

And eventually, probably not in ny lifetine but
certainly ny kids and ny grandkids, that property wll be
devel oped for residential purposes. And that'll have a
significant inpact -- this power line wuld have a
significant inpact on the value of that property.

Q M. Martori, 1'd like to point your attention to
these screens here. |I'mgoing to talk a little bit nore
about the aerial operations.
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M. Martori, are these the photos of your
| andi ng strip?

And if you wouldn't m nd going down just -- or
up a little bit as well, too. There's a ground |evel
phot ograph. O her way, |'msorry. There you go. Thank
you? Whuld you m nd going back up to the prior inage?
Thank you.

M. Martori is this a photograph or a depiction

of the landing strip | ocated on your property?

A That's a Google Earth map of the -- view of the
property.
Q Is the red line a depiction of the |anding

strip's |ocation?

A Yes.

Q It's running east to west; is that correct?

A Correct.

Q And as you previously indicated, if Route Bis
approved on the -- that would be on the western boundary;

is that correct?

A Correct.

Q So this is the western boundary?

A You switched two maps on ne but, yeah, that is.
Q Pl ease describe the uses of this landing strip.
A Well, ny use has been, is flying small aircraft,

smal | single and twin engine aircraft out to that to | and
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on that strip. And then like |I said, we use it for crop
dusters to refill. W've done that in the past. And to
refill product. And then for when | did the frost

prot ecti on, whenever we have frost protection, they use
that for the refueling of the aircraft.

Q Can you describe the difference between frost
protection flights and crop dusting?

A Well, crop dusting is, as far as | know, mainly
done in the day. |1've never seen it done at night. And
the frost protection is obviously done when the
tenperature is going to drop bel ow 32

And crop dusting is done very close to the crop
Frost protection is done at a higher |level to take
advantage of the warnmer air in the inversion and force it
down into the crop.

Q And maybe just describe for us that are in the
roomthat don't understand what you nean by the
inversion. Wat is frost protection when you fly over
it? Describe what happens in layperson's terns if you
woul dn't m nd, please.

A Well, normally, not all the tinme, but normally

the --- when you have a very still night, which is

usual Iy when you have frost, the cold air is heavier than

the warmair, and it will sink to the bottom sink to the

surf ace.
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And it wll get warnmer as you go up until you
get to what's the top of the inversion level. It mght
be 100 or 150 feet high. Then it will get colder with
al titude.

But that 100 feet of air is what you're working

wth and your -- the helicopter or -- in ny case it was a
hel i copter, people use airplanes too -- you fly over the
crop to force -- and you're forcing that air down into

the crop to mx with the cold air to raise the
tenperature. And you're only looking to raise it from
maybe 27 to 29, 30. It doesn't freeze until about

29 degrees. Melons don't. And so you're just | ooking
for a coupl e-degree increase.

And when we were doing it, beginning when we
were doing it, it was inportant because of the vortices
of the -- that is created by, you ve maybe seen jets | and
at an airport and they have these vortices off their
W ngs.

Wel |, aircraft has these vortices that tunble
the air, twist the air, and if you're flying wth nel ons,
in this case, which are 80-inch beds, |arge beds but a
vine crop, you want to force it into the furrow and up
underneath the | eaves and into the center. And by flying
wth the rows, we are able to get an additional one
degree of warm ng as opposed to being perpendicul ar, and
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that can be the difference between a crop dyi ng and not
dyi ng.

Q Have you reviewed the application for the --
that's been filed by the project devel oper in these
pr oceedi ngs?

A Yes.

Q Do you recall the height of the transm ssion
lines for which approval is being sought?

A. What | -- yeah, | saw -- heard -- | nean | saw
160 to 190. | didn't know about the 220 until just
recently, like today.

Q Do you recall the voltage of the |ines?

A Yeah, 500, 000 -- 5kV.

Q Can you pl ease descri be what inpact constructing
160- to 190-foot tall transm ssion |ines would have on
the existing aerial operations for Martori Farnms and
Court house Ag Hol di ngs' | anding strip?

A Well, the strip would be useless. You could
| and fromthe east going west, but that would be very
danger ous because it wouldn't give you the ability to do
a go-around if a tractor or pickup truck pulled out onto
t hat runway.

Q That's an interesting way of doing it. So I'm
going to take ny | aser pointer here. Now, what would it
do if there's 190-foot or 160-foot transm ssion |ines
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over here, what would it do to an aircraft's ability that
is traveling west trying to -- comng fromthe east
trying to land going this direction? Wat inpact would
that have on its ability to operate?

A Like | said, if the pilot had -- if for any
reason did not feel it was safe to land, like |I said, a
truck com ng towards the runway, didn't know if he was
going to stop or so on, he would go around. And if he
was near the ground, it would be very difficult unless
you're in a very high-powered airplane to nake it over
190- f oot obstacl e.

On a runway | ength when they're cal cul ati ng that
runway | ength, the FAAwill say the |length of the runway
is the ground run plus what it takes you to get to
35 feet. And with a 200-foot line and plus, getting a
reasonabl e di stance above that woul d be inpossible.

Q So conversely, if you were an aircraft that was
flying fromthe west to the east, why couldn't it just
| and over 190-foot transm ssion |ines?

A There woul dn't be enough runway. By the tine
you descended fromthe 250 or 300 foot point, you would
be at that power line. To clear the power |ine you
woul dn't have any -- enough roomto |and, touch down and
stop the aircraft. You d have to have a helicopter.

Q So if this landing strip that you' ve used for
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50 years were no |longer able to be used for crop dusting
and frost control flights, what inpact would that have on
the existing agricultural operations?

A Well, it would obviously increase the risk if
you're not able to effectively do frost protection. Your
crop dusting could occur, but would not be as effective.

Any time they have to pull up, and |I've grown
many hundreds of thousands of acres of crops over ny
career, and the pests are always, the pest control is
al ways | ess effective at the end of the rows where
they've had to pull above and therefore are higher above
the crop than they are the renmi nder of that pass.

CHWN. KATZ: | just had a quick question.

MR, MARTORI: Sure.

CHWN. KATZ: | understand the transport issues
regarding the aircraft and the frost protection. But did
you say earlier that this farm produced organic nelons or
is that only a portion of what's produced on the
property?

MR MARTORI: No, this, our conpany produces --

CHWN. KATZ: But not at this site?

MR. MARTORI: But not at this site. At the
other site in the valley, we produce organic.

CHWN. KATZ: | have no further questions.

MR MARTORI: And up in Aguila we produce
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or gani c.
BY MR CARROLL:
Q So, I"'msorry. Wat would the overall inpact to
the agricultural operations be if you could not
effectively performcrop dusting?
A. Well, it would greatly increase the risk. It
woul d -- you probably would not grow the crops near the
power |ine, so you would | ose a significant portion of

the farm If not, it may be so difficult you wouldn't

farmthat -- |'ve never had -- |'ve never been faced with

that particular situation.
Q And if you could not performfrost protection
flights, what woul d happen to your crops?
A They woul d freeze.
Q Queue 9, pl ease.
M. Martori, are these photographs of the
gr eenhouses as you previously referred to in your
testinony which is also depicted in your prefiled
testi nony?
A Yes, it is.
CHWN. KATZ: Could you depict that with the
| aser pointer because | see a whole group of devel opnment
on the north --
MR CARROLL: Yes.
CHWN. KATZ: -- and then on the south there's
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addi tional --
MR CARROLL: Absolutely. | was just going to

clarify.
BY MR CARROLL:

Q So, M. Martori, is this an enlarged photograph
of the greenhouses?

A Yes.

Q Ckay. And can you share with nme where on the

aerial view where these are | ocated?

A Ri ght there.
Q Ckay. So the northwest corner; is that correct?
A Correct.
Q You got conpeting | asers.
A | s that what?
Q | thought you had a laser too. | didn't knowif
we were playing Star --
A | do.
Q Ni ce.
And what's | ocated down here, sir?
A That is a -- I"'mnot sure what it's called now,
but it was California's -- what was the nane of it?
The -- it's a power plant, it's a big gas-fired power
pl ant, PG&E.
MR, CARRCLL: Qbjection.
MR MARTORI: Yeah, it's Harquahal a Power Pl ant
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| think howit's commonly referred to.
BY MR CARROLL:

Q | appreciate that.

And what was your experience with this being
devel oped? Did you have objections to that?

A. That was a problem They proposed this site had
to be right next to our farmfor sone reason, | guess
Del aney. And our irrigation district vehenently opposed
it.

Long short of it, they ended up agreeing to pay
the district inpact fee of $15 mllion, and the
surroundi ng | andowners received an inpact fee. | think

it was maybe $1,500 an acre.

Q But you didn't want that, did you?

A No.

Q Happened to you anyway?

A No. Nobody wanted it in the valley, and |

especially didn't want it.

Q Ckay. So | got alittle off track there. But,
M. Martori, going back to the greenhouses, would you
pl ease describe the function of these greenhouses?

A They provide an environnment. They're heated
during the winter. W start planting there, dropping
seed we call it in the first of the year, end of
Decenber, first of January.
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And there's a -- | don't want to point at this.
There's a -- that's a seed roomright there, that white
buil ding. And that drops the seed and verm culite and
everything you need in the tray, a tray about 12 by
18 inches, holds about -- holds 162 pl ants.

And the machi ne seeds that tray. And we put a
group of themon a rack and put the racks into the
gr eenhouse and t he greenhouse provi des heat when
required.

The conputers will open and close the side --
sides of the buildings to allow for to cool it if it gets
too hot in there, or to let humdity out of it if it gets
too humd in there. So it's a very conplicated operation
that is nonitored 24 hours a day, seven days a week.

Q And how many plants run through those
gr eenhouses per year?

A Over the season, about a hundred mllion.

Q And where do the -- what is the destination for
the plants that go through that greenhouse? Do they al

stay on the Harquahal a property?

A. They go all over our properties throughout the
st ate.

Q And t hese greenhouses, they're unique to this
property?

A This is the only property we have greenhouses
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on. Supplies the whol e operation.
Q What is your concern relative to the greenhouses

i f proposed Route B along the western edge is approved?

A. Well, | mean, | don't know what the |long-term
effects of soneone working directly bel ow a 5kV, you
know, there just seened to be information that it was
little harmto no harmto significant harm

Workers with, you know, heart val ves or

pacemakers, we don't know what the -- what that outcone
Is, so the fact that we have people that work a great --

close proximty to us is concerning. To the extent that

we -- you know, if it was harnful we'd have to shut it
down.

Q Sur e.

A Whet her or not the EMF, el ectronagnetic field,

affects the growth of the plants, you know, everything we
do is specifically timed so we have a certain anmount of
production every day to neet our contracts, and if
sonet hing disturbed that timng, it would be extrenely
costly to us. So, and we've had evidence that it either
does nothing or it hurts them
So that remains to be seen. | don't want to be

the | aboratory for it, though.

Q Fair enough. M. Martori, what |'ve got on the
screen here, are these photos of a sanpling of beehives
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on the Courthouse Ag Hol dings properties that are fil ed
wth your prefiled testinony?

A Correct. | took those photos.

Q And as depicted in these photographs, these are
| ocated on the property edges?

A Correct.

Q And rem nd ne again why the bees are | ocated on
the property edges.

A So they're accessible for the beekeeper, and so
they're able to nove across the field in relatively short
di stance. The closer they are to the hives the nore
effective they are. And wind direction, et cetera,
affects that. Everything, tenperature, bees are very
particul ar.

Q About how many beehi ves woul d you say you have
on these properties?

A On this particular farm like | said, at one and
a half to two hives. So a couple thousand hives.

Q Descri be for nme based upon your experience in
the agricultural realm what is the inportance of the

bees to the crops that are grown on Courthouse Ag's

property?
A Wt hout bees, we woul d have about a 90-pl us
percent, 97 percent, | think |I heard, reduction in

pr oducti on.
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Q What, then, is your concern about proposed
transm ssion |ines going along the western edge where
t hese beehives are | ocated?

A Well, I"mconcerned that it would affect the
ef fi cacy of the bees anywhere from 97 percent down to
sone other nunmber. |'mnot sure what that would be. But

I think it would be at varying degrees of how nuch it

woul d disturb the bee -- the bee's ability to pollinate
or willingness to pollinate.
Alot of tines they will not pollinate. They'l

stay in the hives. And that, again, remains to be seen.
The evidence on that is nuch nore clear, though, that
there would be a very negative effect on bees' ability to
navi gate and pollinate to the point where they apparently

start attacking the hive and therefore destroying the

queen.
Q And just to clarify, for purposes of the record,
when you're tal king about -- what is it about the

exi stence of the routes that would give rise to those
concerns? In other words, what is causing that, to the

best of your know edge?

A Prevailing wi nds, tenperatures, et cetera.
nean - -
Q Well, | guess a better way of asking is what --

what of the property of the transm ssion |lines, what is
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causing the effect to your know edge on the bees? O
have you cone to |learn what that is?
A Well, | thought we nentioned it.
El ectromagnetic field is -- has the inpact on the bees.
And understand as little as, what, a 100kV line wll
affect them At 500 it obviously gets nore significant.
Q You al so nentioned sone concerns relative to

property values if Route B is approved; is that correct?

A Correct.
Q Pl ease descri be those again briefly.
A Well, like |I said, future developnment. It wll

al so affect the value as far as its value as agricul tural
land. | nean, | would not buy a farmnext to a 190- or
220-f oot power Ii ne.

Q The concerns you've raised with respect to
proposed Route B, do they exist with proposed Route A?

A. To a nuch | esser extent. | nmean we have, from
day one we -- we wanted to cooperate with this. You
know, we believe in devel opnent and we believe in solar
energy. And that route does have an effect. | nean,
it's within -- it's right at the corner of our farm but
it's nothing like these other routes.

Q You used the word cooperation, and |I'mglad you
did because that takes nme to ny next question. You were
in the roomfor the applicant's testinony a few m nutes
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before, and you heard sone di scussion about all the
cooperation that they detailed and they believed that

t hey have shown towards you and your organization. D d
you hear that?

A Yes. Yes.

Q How woul d you descri be the cooperative process
from your perspective?

A Yeah, | was hoping that this hearing would stay
on a professional, cooperative basis. But the m sl eading
of the Commttee to nme was shocking. These neetings that
were mentioned as neetings were, many of them if not
nost of them were phone calls with their real estate
broker tal king to us, nothing about the project, just
about the fact that they wanted to | ease our ground or
buy our ground.

We made it very clear that it just would have
such an inpact on us that it wouldn't be worth -- they
wouldn't -- it couldn't nmake the project economcal in
our opinion. And they nust have agreed because those
di scussi ons, although there were several of them
didn't -- didn't go on very long. And we never heard
fromthem | don't know, it seened |like a year

And |'ve never met anybody in person fromthat
organi zation until today. Oher than on a -- one Zoom
call that | can recall that this gentl eman was on and
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ot hers.
Q Do you recall who pronpted the Zoom call?
A Qur | egal counsel, yourself, | believe are --
did themall or sonmeone from your office.
Q Wuld you agree with the notion that there was a

proactive cooperative outreach towards you as an
effective | andowner?

A Absol utely not. | nean, this seens that I
shoul d have been one of the first people that they talked
to. Because they owned all -- or had the rights to all
the other |and around us that had any significant inpact
li ke a farm ng operation |ike ours woul d.

MR CARRCLL: Very good. One nonent.
M. Martori, thank you very nuch, I'mgoing to turn you
over for cross-exam nation. And | nay redirect as
needed.

But, Counsel, you have the floor if you'd |ike

M5. GRABEL: M. Chairman, if there are any
guestions that the Commttee would |ike to ask
M. Mrtori before | ask him sone questions?

CHWN. KATZ: | think it would be hel pful for you
to go and then we'll ask the Conm ttee whether they have
any questions. Unless there's sonething real pressing.

Go ahead.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

105



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 207 VOLUME | 10-24-2022
MS. GRABEL: Thank you, M. Chairman.
CROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q M. Martori, just real quickly, you know, you
nmenti oned that there were no in-person neetings during
the time that -- these past couple of years while this
proj ect was being planned. Did | hear you correctly?

A O her than the attorney -- | nean other than the
counsel -- the broker.

Q Ckay.

A That | recall.

Q So you are aware that the COVI D pandem ¢ was

going on during that tinme and that the conpanies were
prohi bited from neeting people in person; correct?

A | didn't -- no one asked ne why we didn't have
neetings, but maybe that's why, | don't know. But
your broker was able to neet in person.

Q " mnot famliar with the broker conversations,
" mjust asking --

A Ckay.

Q -- about the public process type of neetings.

Do you agree that the applicant had open houses,

virtual open houses that you participated in?

A Open houses? | believe there was, like | said,
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Zoomcalls. WIlIl, no, one of themwas just a phone call.
Correct? | think | -- one | attended was just on the
phone.
Q " mnot sure which -- what you're referring, but

we'll go through this --

A The first one. The first one |ike Decenber of
| ast year or January this year.

Q Ckay. We'll talk through the public process
when we get back to our direct case. | just wanted to
clarify, you know, that Shell does have a policy of not
being able to neet during COVID, so it certainly wasn't
personal |y i ntended.

MR CARROLL: (Objection. That's not testinony,
Is it?
MS. GRABEL: It's just an apol ogy, | suppose.
MR. CARRCLL: That's nice of you.
MR, MARTORI: So they didn't neet with anybody
wth this project in person?
M5. GRABEL: | have never net M. da Cunha until
yest er day.
BY MS. GRABEL:
Q So it sounds fromyour testinony, M. Martori,

that you visit your property frequently?

A Par don?
Q It sounds from your testinony that you visit
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your property relatively frequently?

A Yeah. 1'd say so.

Q And you're famliar with the topography;
correct? You know where things are | ocated?

A Pretty nuch.

Q Ckay. Are you aware of the |ocation of existing
el ectrical infrastructure on your property?

A Yeah. | wanted to bring that up when it rel ates
to the runway that was not -- you were unable to find,
APS put a power line that ran down 491st until it got
within 650 feet of the runway and buried it because of
the runway. So they were able to find the runway.

Q Well, are you aware that there is an existing
69kV line that runs north and south on the entire west
si de of your property?

A Yes, | am

Q Okay. And, in fact, that's where the bees, sone

of the beehives you nentioned are |ocated al ong that same

west ern boundary; correct?

A Correct.

Q Wthin close proximty to that existing 69kV
line?

A Correct. What | understand, you need about

100kV to be inpactable, but go ahead.
Q So that 69kV line, then, does not interfere with
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bee activity; correct?

A How woul d | know? | didn't know about this til
recently. It's something we're going to ook into for
sure. But as far as | know, we don't have any proof of
that. But sonething we're | ooking into.

We do know that our field 9 which is in the
sout heast corner, has traditionally | ower yields, and
that is within, certainly within 500 feet of the kV |ine,
whatever it is, | think it's 500, com ng out of
Har quahal a generating station. That's sonething el se
we're going to | ook into.

Q The 69 -- this existing 69kV line that's on the
west side of your property does not interfere with your
use of the landing strip; is that correct?

A That's why it's 4,000 feet instead of 5, 000.
It's a mle-long strip, but it's not usable in our
opinion for the last thousand feet of it.

Q If we were to engineer the 500kV Iine such that
it had no greater inpact to the landing strip than the
exi sting 69kV distribution lines -- 69kV |ines, excuse
me, woul d that resolve your concern with respect to the
| andi ng strip?

MR, CARRCLL: Objection. Assunes facts not in
evi dence and assunes a hypothetical. W haven't been
presented with that.
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CHWN. KATZ: Well, again, I'mgoing to allow it
to be answered because irrespective of what we do here
today, it mght help facilitate discussions between the
parties. |'ll allowit to be answered. |If the w tness
feel s he can.

MR MARTORI: Well, if it had no nore hei ght
than that line for that particular scope of an aircraft
operation |i ke what APS recognized, 650 feet, it wouldn't
af fect the runway.

But the 500kV line would still affect the bees
all along the property, and so --

BY MS. GRABEL:

Q I --

A So, but to answer your question, it -- it would
mtigate the landing if it was no taller than what's
al ready there.

Q Thank you. And | believe you nmentioned earlier

that your crop dusting is perfornmed during the day;

correct?
A The what ?
Q Your crop dusting, you perform crop dusting

during the day?

A My understanding is that crop dusting is the
day. | assune they do it at night, too, but ny
understanding is the day.
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Q Ckay. And you know nmuch nore about crop dusting
than |, but ny understanding from conversations with our
expert is that there's several nethods of applying
pesticides or herbicides to crops.

You can do it through terrestrial vehicle, such
as your ground rigs. You can use a fixed-wing airplane
and maybe a helicopter

So do you -- do any terrestrial crop dusting

currently?

A From t he ground?
Q Yes.
A Yeah, we prefer that. |It's able to get nuch
cl oser to the crop, doesn't have the areas that -- where

the airplane rises and is |less effective.

Q How rmuch --

A But you can't do it when it's wet, the ground's
wet. Go ahead.

Q That's fine. How often do you use a ground rig
conpared to an aerial aircraft for crop dusting?

A Much nore often. We try -- we try to do --
whenever the ground is dry enough to do it, so it would
have to be a situation where it's too wet to get a ground
rig in there.

Q Ckay. If the ground is wet and you're not able
to performit, you know, by a terrestrial vehicle, do you
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use a fixed-wing airplane to crop dust?

A. The | ast tine,

think earlier this year we

tal ked about using helicopters. | don't knowif that's

all that was avail abl e,

but | knew we were going to use a

helicopter. Utimtely we were able to delay it a day

and we got a ground rig in.

Q Ckay. And as a helicopter pilot, would you

agree that it's much easier to navigate transm ssion

lines than it is in a fixed-w ng airplane?

A. Yes.

M5. GRABEL: Thank you. | have no further

guesti ons.

CHWN. KATZ: Redi rect ?

REDI RECT EXAM NATI ON

BY MR CARROLL:

Q M. Martori, would you agree it's nuch easier to

navi gate a helicopter around transm ssion |ines when

you're perform ng nighttinme operations?

A No. | think it doesn't nmake any difference. |If

you can't see the line you can't see the line. And

there's all kinds of things that can happen at night.

|'ve been struck in an airplane with a bird at night, and

if I was in a helicopter

an object com ng at ne,

or a fixed-wing plane and | saw

woul d try to dodge that object
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and that could result in you flying into a power I|ine.
Recently a helicopter flew into power |ines down
in the Yunma area, and it was in the daytine. So, | nean,
it can happen ni ght or day.
Q | " mjust thinking one nore second before I |et

you get off the stand, if | may.

A Take your tine.
MR CARRCOLL: | have no further questions for
you, M. Martori. This concludes your summary of your

direct testinony here today.

MR. MARTORI: Thank you.

MR, CARRCLL: Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Let nme just ask if the Commttee
nmenbers have any questions for M. Martori?

MEMBER GRI NNELL: M. Chairman.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, M. Ginnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Is any of the proposed, |
guess, line B or Bl, is any of that on your private
property, or is everything on the perineter of your
property?

MR. MARTORI: On the perineter.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: It's on the perineter. Wuld
the --

MR MARTORI: Let nme -- let nme clarify that.
You said is it on our property or on the perineter,
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assume you neant the perinmeter of their property.

MEMBER GRINNELL: |'mtal ki ng about your
property here.

MR. MARTORI: No, none of it is -- none of it is
directly on -- directly on our property. |It's adjacent
to the property, within, you know, their right of way, |
think, cones right up to our border.

MEMBER GRINNELL: So there would be no taking of
personal property, em nent donmain issues or anything of
that nature involved in this particular discussion? |'m
just trying to clarify what other issues there nay or may
not be.

MR MARTORI: That's a |legal question, but I
think that preventing the use of our property is a
t aki ng.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Okay. Thank you, sir.

MR. MARTORI: Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, Menber Little.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Martori, aml correct --

MR MARTORI: I'msorry.

MEMBER LI TTLE: |'massuming that -- or it
sounds to ne like there's a currently there's a 69kV line
that runs on the west side of your property.

MR, MARTCORI: Correct.
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MEMBER LI TTLE: And there's a 500kV line from
t he Harquahal a Power Plant that runs on the south side

currently?

MR. MARTORI: Well, it starts at the sout hwest
corner. So it really doesn't -- it mght have a hundred
or so feet or so of -- near our property. W don't own
that corner. So our property is, |I'd say, probably 2- or

300 feet fromthat particular corner.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ckay. And you have noticed that
there is a dimnished crop output down in that corner?

MR. MARTORI: Correct. W didn't attribute it
to that line, but that's sonmething we're going to | ook
I nto.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And there are no ot her
transm ssion lines that are on the south side or the west
si de of your property currently?

MR. MARTORI: No -- no major ones. There m ght
be a utility line along the south of our -- the property
next to us because there's wells over there. | assune
t hey have sone sort of utility lines to these wells, but
those are all, even the 60kV is probably a third the
hei ght of -- or less of the proposed height.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Right. You nentioned that APS
under grounded a section of a line that they have that is
adj acent to the end of the runway.
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MARTORI: Correct. They have a line that

which is our eastern

MEMBER LI TTLE: Oh, on the east side. Ckay.

VR.

MARTORI: And it runs on the east side of

that road. And then it -- they went

under gr ound about

650 feet on -- where the runway threshold is.

MEMBER LI TTLE: But it's on the opposite side of

what we're considering here today.

VR.

MARTORI : Correct. It's not on our

property, it's on the opposite side of --

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.

VR.

MARTORI :  Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Any other Conmmttee questions?

( No

CHWN. KATZ:

response.)

You are excused. You're nore than

wel come to hang out as |long as you w sh.

VR.

CARRCOLL: M . Chai r man,

Commttee nenber that nay be --

CHWN. KATZ: M. GCentles, di

qguestion?
MR. CARRCLL: M. Gallery.
CHWN. KATZ:

muted. You're still nuted. | don't

situation is.

|'d ask our | T people,

GLENNI E REPCRTI NG SERVI CES, LLC
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having a problemat this end. Correct?

AV TECH MOELLER: No, this end's fine. W were
just able to hear the |ast coment on our end, so |
believe that's on his end.

CHWN. KATZ: M. GCentles, | don't know if you

want to hold off till later, but I don't know why we
can't get you to -- your verbal or audio. Ckay.
M. Martori.

MR. MARTORI: I'll give himny phone nunber if

he wants to call

CHWN. KATZ: W can't do that.

AV TECH MOELLER: He can wite a comment in the
chat if you wanted to.

CHWN. KATZ: Yeah, | don't know if you want to
make comment in the chat and then we could ask the
question for you, Karl.

| think he's going to put it in the chat and
have our IT folks read it or have one of the attorneys
read it.

AV TECH MOELLER: M. Chairman, Menber Gentles
asks if the airstrip is marked and visible.

CHWN. KATZ: | s what ?

MR MARTORI: Is the airstrip marked and
vi si bl e.
AV TECH MOELLER: Correct.
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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MR. MARTORI: Like | said, there's markers down
the perinmeter or the length of the airport. They're
basi cally what we have on other runways. dd tires that
you bury, half of it in the soil, half of it's standing
up painted white so the pilot can see the edge of it.

The other edge is the field itself, which is
obvious. And in our case, these fields are all drip
irrigation so it's a permanent drip that can easily be
determned, it's been there a long, long tine.

CHWN. KATZ: And the runway doesn't have any of
the lights that would mark --

MR. MARTCORI: No, no, no. W don't land there,
ot her than the helicopter | |anded there at night, but |
woul dn't |and an airplane there at night.

CHWN. KATZ: Understood. Any other questions by
the Conmittee?

MEMBER HAMMY: | just was curious, how busy,
how many tines a nonth does an aircraft, helicopter,
what ever, use that runway?

MR MARTORI: It's -- since COVID we no | onger
use aircraft to go out to the farm because we woul d have
people in it and didn't want to have themconfined in a
cabin. W are going to resune aircraft use in Decenber.
We normally go out there on a weekly basis.

MEMBER HAMMY: And wll we see the runway
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during the Gooble -- Gooble -- the Google flyover or the
flyover, whoever does it?

MS. GRABEL: M. Chairnman, Menber Hamway, our
Googl e flyover doesn't show the runway but we will pul
up a Google Earth photo so we can get a cl oser | ook at
it.

MR CARROLL: If it helps, | don't know -- if |
may, woul d you pl ease put --

MR. MARTORI: | brought up Google for ny
attorney earlier when this was brought up. And I could
go back as far as 2010 and see it. Before that they get
very blurry, but you can see it in 2010.

MR CARRCLL: Wuld you queue 8, please? Thank
you very nuch

Wuld you mnd, this -- the red line kind of
covers it up, but what | think m ght be hel pful for the
comrittee to see is would you go up, please, or go -- |
hesitate to reopen re-redirect, but | guess the point is
that's an on the ground to the extent that it's a
depiction of what a landing strip, of what the | andi ng
strip looks like.

So it's not just a sort of a canal in other
words. So if you were | ooking on a Google map. But to
the extent that it hel ps.

MEMBER HAMMY: So it's a road al so; correct?

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 207 VOLUME | 10-24-2022

MR MARTORI: There is a road parallel to it,
but if we're not using it, we generally call themup and
say we're on our way out. But vehicles have used it for
a road.

We use it for |oading product during the harvest
season also. And so it does -- it is used further.

There is a helipad at one end which is concrete that's
been there for 30 years. They probably did see that but
didn't realize it was a heli pad.

AV TECH MOELLER: M. Chai rnman, another question
for Menber Gentl es.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes.

AV TECH MCELLER: He wanted to pose to the
applicant why was that runway not identified, and I'm
speaking in verbatim but why was runway not identified
during site visits or why did that not come up during a
public conment period?

MR. MARTORI: The --

MR CARRCLL: I'msorry, was that directed to
the applicant or was that directed to M. Martori? |

t hought | heard --

CHWN. KATZ: | believe it's directed to
M. Martori.
MR CARRCLL: | thought | heard the question was

directed to the applicant.
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AV TECH MOELLER: In -- the first line his
guestion poses, if the previous was true, in our -- his
previ ous question, then why did not the applicant -- why
didn't the applicant see this?

MR. CARRCLL: ©Oh, so | guess that's a
M. Martori question. Calls, |I nean --

MR MARTORI: Wiy didn't the applicant see it?
That's bewildering to ne. But we didn't bring it up
initially because line -- the B route wasn't there until
somewhat later in the process.

MR. CARRCLL: That was a question --

MR MARTORI: |In other words, the power |ine,
they've had nultiple changes in their routes, and the B
route that went along the western border wasn't there
| ast January. | think it showed up in June or sonetine
this sumer is ny recollection.

MEMBER GENTLES: M. Chairman, can you hear ne?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, we can hear you now.

MEMBER GENTLES: GCkay. Thank you. But ny
gquestion is really around the initial opening statenent
fromM. Gabel that they did not know or see or
understand that there was a |landing strip on the
property, which I guess has an inpact on one of the
l'i nes.

So ny question is, is it like a secret |anding
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strip or sonething nobody can see it? O is it an
official landing strip or unofficial? O is it covered
up at night? O -- | imagine a landing strip is pretty
wel | visible to anybody who goes out and takes a | ook at
t he area.

That's where ny confusion is. | don't
under st and how sonebody can say | didn't see a | andi ng
strip out in the mddle of the -- you know, a field.

CHWN. KATZ: Again, | don't knowif that's a
question for M. Martori or it's sonething that maybe
menber -- | nean, Counsel G abel can go through with her
W t nesses when we --

MR MARTORI: It's clearly the w dest parcel of
what would look like to any layman, |look |like at |east a
road. And why would it be so wide. And then with the
tires that are inplanted along it, certainly anyone of
any know edge -- | don't know if they asked their expert
to ook at that. But any crop duster woul d recognize it

as a landing strinp.

MEMBER HAMMY: But there are no flags; correct?

Wnd flags, sock flags, the soft --

MR. MARTORI: You know, there is a sock nmount up

there. And with all the weather we've had, it may be
still there. But you could see the pole and the | oop.
That doesn't generally get taken down. But |'mnot sure
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if there's a sock. They don't |ast forever. And since
we hadn't been using it for COVID, |I don't knowif it was
mai nt ai ned.

CHWN. KATZ: WMay M. Martori be excused or --

M5. GRABEL: | do have --

MEMBER GRI NNELL: | have a quick question
about - -

CHWN. KATZ: Sure, M. Ginnell.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: -- the | egends on the map that
we have, and your property is near it, shows in the
vicinity of Thomas Road and | ndi an School and Canel back.
Is that right? O are you south of [-107?

MR. MARTORI: Correct. W're south -- south of
|-10. The top of the ranch bei ng Canel back. The runway
being alignment with Indian School. And the power plant
| believe is Thonas.

MR. CARRCLL: If it would help the Conmttee,
earlier in the prefiled testinony there is actually an
overlay of a colored section that shows where as it
relates to the project the Martori property is. W can
put that up if you'd like, in the prefiled testinony.
Wul d you go back to the last queue and I'Il just tel
you whi ch page.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Well, | guess ny real question

i's nmy understandi ng, physical understanding of the area
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I's that Thomas, Canel back, Indian School are all north of
Interstate 10.

CHWN. KATZ: Thomas is south.

MR. MARTORI: They are north in Phoenix. As you
go to the west, 1-10 angles to the north.

MEMBER GRI NNELL: Ckay. That was what | was
trying to clarify, because | find your property on the
bi gger map and | couldn't delineate where is what. Ckay.
| appreciate the clarification. Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Any other Committee questions? And
did you have --

M5. GRABEL: | do have one redirect based on
what was asked previously, but if there's Commttee
guestions first.

CHWN. KATZ: | don't think we have any.

RECROSS- EXAM NATI ON
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Certainly, if we could scroll to page 19 on
this. 1'dlike to --
MR. CARRCLL: | was trying to show the Conmittee

just to confirm if | may, where the alignnent was. |

t hought it would help. 1'mnot sure if that hel ps but
you can see where Thomas is. | apologize. |I'msorry,
Counsel .

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535

www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

124



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 207 VOLUME | 10-24-2022
MS. GRABEL: That's all right.
CHWN. KATZ: Ckay. Go ahead.
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Okay. If we could go back to the prior exhibit
or the page of M. Martori's testinony, | believe it's
page 19, that has the picture of the landing strip on it.
So M. Martori, you testified that there are white tires
marking the landing strip. Were are those white tires?

A They're on the left side of the strip.

Q So they're not visible fromthis photo?

A Let me go up and | ook. There's one there.
There's one there. But they're right on this edge here.
There's probably one here. They're about every hundred
feet or so. Few hundred feet.

CHWN. KATZ: Jennifer, were you able to hear?
(Reporter nodded.)
CHWN. KATZ: Okay. | was asking our reporter if

she coul d hear what you were saying. Because you weren't
at your mcrophone, we couldn't all hear you.

MR MARTORI: Well, | pointed out, they just
| ooked like a little object out there. But they're down
the south edge of the strip. And to the south of that is
a kind of a wash, a depressed area we use as a road. It
also is a wash. And so the tires delineate the wash from
the airstrip.
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BY MS. GRABEL:

Q So M. Martori --

A | f you go out there today, you could find them
And the helicopter pad is at the east end if anyone | ooks
for that.

Q So, M. Martori, are half-buried tires placed on
the far west side of a property a sign of a |anding
strip?

A To pilots it is. At least to nme and |'ve seen
many strips that use that for markings.

MS5. GRABEL: Thank you.

CHWN. KATZ: Anything further?

MR. MARTORI: Am | done?

MS. GRABEL: Nothing for ne.

CHWN. KATZ: You're excused. You're welcone to
stay or |eave as you mght feel free.

MR, MARTORI: M. Chairman, Committee, thank you
very nuch.

MR CARRCLL: Thank you, M. Martori.

MR MARTORI: | don't know if anybody wants to
me stay, but | appreciate.

CHWN. KATZ: Thank you.

We have about another 20, maybe 30 m nutes nax
before we need a break again. W can pick back up wth
your wtnesses, Ms. G abel.
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MARCUS DA CUNHA AND RI CHARD KNOX,
call ed as wtnesses as a panel on behalf of Applicant,
havi ng been previously affirnmed or sworn by the Chairman
to speak the truth and nothing but the truth, were

exam ned and testified as foll ows:

DI RECT EXAM NATI ON ( Cont . )
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q Certainly. Al right. |If we could go ahead and
put MEC-5 back on the screens. And, M. da Cunha,
bel i eve you were just about to turn to the slides
regarding the types of structures that the project was
goi ng to use?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Yeah, that's right.

Q Let's give thema nonent to put it back up

CHWN. KATZ: And what exhibit are we putting
back up?
MS. GRABEL: MEC- 5.
CHWN. KATZ: Got it.
MS. GRABEL: It's applicant's presentation.
CHWN. KATZ: Right.
BY MS. GRABEL:

Q And while we're waiting for that to be pl aced
up, | think right when we |left off, we were resolving a
guestion with Menber Haeni chen about the certainty we
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have with respect to various site control on this
pr oj ect.

And if you could just refer to the |am nated
pl acemat in front of you, is it correct that really the
only real issue we have is on Alternative A around the
APS Del aney Substation area, and that happens to be with
respect to right of way negotiations we're having wth

Recurrent Energy and its RE Papago project?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Yes, that is the main issue
I ndeed.
Q And is it that issue that requires the approva

of Route B in order to help us with those negoti ati ons
w th the RE Papago tean?

A (MR DA CUNHA) Yes, absolutely. The nonent
that we do not have an alternative that we have to use
the RE Papago Recurrent Energy |land, they will be,
Recurrent Energy, even nore uncooperative than they have
been in the last year and a half or so.

Q Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. Chairnman?

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, ma'am

MEMBER LI TTLE: Isn't that the area that both
alternatives will use? | nean isn't that common to
everything that is being considered here? A, Al and B?

MR. DA CUNHA: Commttee nmenber, Alternative Al
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is the one that crosses the Recurrent Energy |and and
anot her private | andowner.

So Al is the one that stays north of Thomas Road
alignnent, the shorter one, the nore direct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Ri ght.

MR DA CUNHA: And that is the only -- that is
the route that we wish to use is the shortest one, the
| east expensive. The offshoot of that one,

Alternative A it is the |longest one that goes -- that
crosses south of the Thomas Road alignnent and that is
all in public |and.

MEMBER LI TTLE: The green --

MR DA CUNHA: Part of that we al ready have a
right of way fromthe State Land Departnent and part of
that we are in the works with the Flood Control District
of Maricopa County for the licensing permt.

And Alternative B does not cross Recurrent
Energy and the other private | andowner. So there's
really Alternative A one that is the one that we nost
would like to use that we did not have yet that |ast
piece. And that's why we have -- we nust keep the other
opti ons open.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | don't understand, then, why
Alternative B gives you nore negotiating power or however
you want to put it to obtain the Al right of way.
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Because you' ve got A.

MR. DA CUNHA: Yeah, well, we still need to
finalize the licensing permt with the County agencies
for Aas well as AL. W're in that vast work with those
agencies. It's mnisterial at this point.

But Alternative Al that crosses those two
private | ands, one of the -- one of the | everage that we
have with those entities is that we have options and the
options being Alternative B.

MEMBER LI TTLE: And A

MR. DA CUNHA: And A, yes. But A Alternative A
I's the one that crosses three tinmes a 500kV |lines, is the
one that requires perhaps that -- those special 220-foot
tall structures.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | still don't understand why you
can't use B to the point where A turns northeast -- or
nort hwest .

MR DA CUNHA: Coul d you pl ease say that again,
ma' anf

MEMBER LI TTLE: | don't understand why you
can't, without the map in front of ne -- | don't
under stand why you can't use the Route B to the point
where -- and then head northwest.

MR DA CUNHA: Let's go back to our -- that was
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MEMBER LI TTLE: Wen | was looking at it, it
appears to ne that that area that's in pink there com ng
out of Del aney Substation headi ng west, you may have
three different possible ways of getting out of Del aney
and headi ng west.

But | don't understand how havi ng the option of
going all the way west and then north hel ps you negoti ate
anything within that area that's pink.

MR. DA CUNHA: Well, because it's the pink to
the north right, and it's good to know this is pink.
Thank you.

MEMBER LI TTLE: No, the pink is the area that's
surroundi ng the --

CHWN. KATZ: You've got the pink area correct.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes, that's pink.

MR. DA CUNHA: Yeah, all those colors, you

know - -

MEMBER LI TTLE: | apol ogi ze.

MR DA CUNHA: |I'mvery jealous of you right
NOW.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | apol ogi ze. The whol e area

com ng out of Delaney Substation, it |ooks to ne |ike
regardl ess of whether you take the route northwest or
whet her you take the route directly west, which is B,
t hat whol e area com ng out of Del aney Substation, you
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could use any one of those three routes that you have
shown there, Al, A or B, to get to the point where you
either go this way for A or this way for B.

MR. DA CUNHA: Yeah, all three are viable. At
this point, we do not have neither of them and
specifically because through Al, that is our nost
preferred one, we cannot reach a final agreenment with
Recurrent Energy.

CHWN. KATZ: Could you show us where that is?
Because | was -- the map shows that in purple or in pink
as it's described, it's purple or whatever, but it's
show ng that as all being county fee | and, where is the
private property within that oval area?

MR DA CUNHA: Yeah, and I'mgoing to ask you to
squint your aye a little bit. So you have the Del aney
Subst ati on.

CHWN. KATZ: Right.

MR DA CUNHA: And there are four -- eight acres
in total west of Del aney Substation, of which four is
presently owned by Recurrent Energy and the other four to
the west owned by another private entity. So it's really
a short jog, if you wll.

West of that is Maricopa County, the Flood
Control District fee |and that goes all the way up here
to the top of the flood retardant structure.
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CHWN. KATZ: So that private property would
include Al as well as A? That's why you were | ooking at

the Alternative B which would start south of the private

| and?

MR. DA CUNHA: Only Al.

CHWN. KATZ: Ckay.

MR DA CUNHA: A, when it gets to this point
here crosses to the -- I"'msorry. A, when it gets to

this point here, crosses to the south side of Thomas Road
alignnment in Flood Control District fee | and and then
goes east a little bit nore in Flood Control District fee
| and and crosses into Arizona State Land Departnent of

|l and all the way into Del aney.

So it's county and state.

MEMBER PALMER: M. Chai r man.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, M. Pal ner.

MEMBER PALMER: So | think adds to Menber
Little's question, if you have that option of A not Al
but A why is B necessary?

MR DA CUNHA: Well, Al whilst we -- we nearly
have it fromend to end at this point is also the one
that crosses the existing 500kV line twice. And that in
itself increases reliability issues, you know, | nean
pardon the obvious here, crossing a 500kV line is never
trivial.
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And there will be another line here, the
HV Sunrise that you approved a few nonths ago that wl
al so run around this area. So there'll be a, you know,
the proverbi al spaghetti here of 500kV |ines, one
crossing over the other three tines.

It's feasible, it's doable. W'd |like to avoid
it. It's nore expensive. |It's harder to maintain and
operate. For maintenance -- for maintenance of this
line, whenever we need to send a crew for this short jog
here, we need to turn off all the other two lines. It --
it's -- it increases, it's nore conplicated. W'd |like
to avoid that one, right.

So in Alternative B is the one that al so gives

us anot her option to negotiate a point there with those

private entities as in, hey, we have options. |'mso
sorry.

MEMBER LI TTLE: M. da Cunha, | still don't
understand why if -- why you couldn't use B fromthe

substation from Del aney Substation west and then use A

MR. DA CUNHA: Oh. | see. | think what -- what
are you saying. Right? So we would use B from here al
the way to this point.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Yes. Yes. Yes. Thank you.

MR, DA CUNHA:  Ah, hey.

MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you.
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MR. DA CUNHA: Who needs to turn on the cl osed
caption, | guess it's ne finally, isn't it?

MEMBER HAMMY: That's the question. That's the
guesti on.

MR. DA CUNHA: Yeah. Right. Presumably we
could. But then now it assunes that soneplace here, we
woul d, you know, instead of building, rebuilding four and
a half mles, we would start here, put a new sw tchyard
right there for which we have not applied for.

MEMBER HAMMY: Why woul d you need a switchyard
rather than just a turning structure?

MR. DA CUNHA: Yeah.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So the rebuilt section is al
the way to the end of the highlighted oval, then. 1Is
that correct? Were is the rebuild section for option B?

MR. DA CUNHA: So from the Harquahal a Power
Plant all the way to Del aney.

MEMBER LI TTLE: | see.

MR DA CUNHA: Approximtely four and a half
m | es.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So you woul d need sonme neans
of -- | see.

MR DA CUNHA: Yes.

MEMBER LI TTLE: So you could rebuild. Yeah.
Ckay. So you woul d need sone kind of a switching station
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or sonmething in order to basically --
MR. DA CUNHA: Yes, uh-huh. And here at
Har quahal a Power Pl ant we al ready have the gear in place.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Right. But that m ght be an
opti on.
MR. DA CUNHA: 1'Il have to nmull over it a
little bit and get back with you on that.
MEMBER LI TTLE: Thank you very nuch.
MR. DA CUNHA: You're wel cone.
MEMBER HAMMY: | just have one quick question.
CHWN. KATZ: Pull your mcrophone if you woul d.
MEMBER HAMMY: Sorry. The options that expired

in March, are those the ones that Recurrent outbid you

for?

MR. DA CUNHA: No expired, no. This past March,
right.

VMEMBER HAMMY: Ri ght .

MR DA CUNHA: That was another entity that
out bi dded us. It was not recurrent.

MEMBER HAMMY: So it's not this area we're
tal ki ng about where your options expired.

MR. DA CUNHA: The options expired on property
nei ghboring M. Martori's property. Roughly this area
here, and another entity out bid us.

CHWN. KATZ: Yes, M. Pal ner.
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MEMBER PALMER:  You i ndicated that one of the
concerns with option Athe -- you can take ny word for it
it's the green line -- would be nore expensive to build.
But ny question is adding three mles of transm ssion
line for option B certainly is nore expensive to build as
wel | .

MR DA CUNHA: Yes. Correct. But a, you know,
a nore expensive line, it's better than no line. One
thing it's worth nmentioning here; right? W're i mersed
in the mnisterial phase of wapping up the work streans
with the Flood Control District of Maricopa County and
Mari copa County Departnent of Transportation, but it's
not final yet.

MEMBER PALMER: Ri ght.

MR DA CUNHA: So in -- is a work streamthat is
not in ny hands, | wish | could just go there and ask the
friends, hey, sign here, stanp here, file this, vote on
t his.

So we don't have that yet either, you know, it
depend on ot her peopl e.

So until we wap up this whole work fromend to

end, and the mnisterial part, we believe we'll get
there. Well, we don't have that either.
And then, you know, | think I"'mfinally answer
the Comm ttee nenber's question, you know, well, why
GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
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don't you use, you know, the sanme, the first leg of A
Al, but then use this leg of B?

Wel |, because then |'mputting in the sane --
" m putting, you know, nore eggs in the sane basket to
use the anal ogy of now everything is again dependent on
the -- the conpletion of the mnisterial work that we're
doing with Flood Control District and departnment of
transportation.

| need the options, right, to maintain this
project alive. So, or | need nore baskets to spread ny
eggs. Pardon the anal ogy.

MEMBER PALMER: | get the analogy. | guess what
we're as a Conmttee trying to weigh the eggs that are
al so i npacti ng sonebody el se's basket. And his ability
to do business. That's -- that's what we have to wei gh.

MR. DA CUNHA: R ght. And we will do our best
to denonstrate, Conmttee nmenber, that we are doing
everything in, you know, possible to -- to not cause
irreparable detrinment to M. Martori's operations.

I ncluding the airstrip, the beehives, so and on.

And worth nmentioning, Alternative B is not our
preferred. Qur preferred is A As we've jointly filed
the stipulation with intervenor's counsel that we wll
work very hard on building it.

After all, it is in our interest to build a
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short, | east expensive route. There's nothing for us to
be gai ned buil di ng nore expensive alternative. W don't
want that. It is really, you know, if all fails, we have
to have an option to conplete this project and deliver
power and so on.

MEMBER HAMMY: This is probably a | egal
guestion, but you know, you' ve nentioned that we approved
CECs which come with [ines which conme with corridors
al ready. So are we overlaying on top of other people's
corridors and is there -- | just don't understand where,
what was it, Sunwest or what was --

M5. GRABEL: HV Sunri se.

MEMBER HAMMY: | don't know where that's going
to cone, and |'ve always wondered, and this is Patty's
gquestion, that how | ong does a corridor stay encunbered
wi th these CECs.

And if you've got nultiple corridors that are on
top of each other, | guess that's ny question. | don't
know if that's what's happening here is or is it
sonet hing that's happeni ng here.

M5. GRABEL: M. Chairman, Menber Hamway, |
don't -- | believe that HV Sunrise, I'mgoing to ask M.
da Cunha, M. da Cunha, does HV Sunrise overlap a portion
of our requested corridor around the Del aney Substation
area?
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MR DA CUNHA: Yes, it does, and fortunately we
have a very cooperative working relationship with
HV Sunrise. M. Garlinghouse and M. Lynch, we've been
cooperating, collaborating, helping each other to the
extent possible. So, yes, it would overlap and we're
maki ng a concerted effort to make room for bot h.

VMEMBER HAMMY: But what if, |ike, Recurrent,
have we done anything for Recurrent? | nean, | renenber
that nanme. But honestly | cannot renenber where we

approved corridors.

MS. GRABEL: Menber Hamwnay, | believe there's no

overlap with respect to corridors for Recurrent.
However, we did intervene as you recall in the Recurrent
proceedi ngs for the RE Papago project, and we had a

condition that dealt with site control because we're

still -- we anticipated we'd be running into those issues

and we still have those issues.

| think legally an applicant for a CEC needs to
take existing or planned devel opnents into account, and
so to the extent we had a transm ssion plan filing they
needed to account for our project.

Simlarly, theirs is an existing planned
devel opnent, we have to take their projects into account.

And so there is sonme sort of |egal interaction that

entities need to undertake even if they're conpetitive in
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ternms of the product that they' re delivering.

MEMBER HAMMY: Thank you.

MS. GRABEL: Sure.

CHWN. KATZ: Let ne ask, does it make sense to
go for five nore mnute or just pick back up -- five or
ten mnutes max or pick back up --

MS. GRABEL: Just pick back up tonorrow.

CHWN. KATZ: We could do that. N ne o'clock.

M5. GRABEL: Do you think you can get through
the structures in five mnutes, M. da Cunha?

MR. DA CUNHA: 1've been told that | am qui ck.

CHWN. KATZ: \Watever you think.

MS. GRABEL: It's just a couple of slides.

MEMBER HAMMY: | think structures are easy.

M5. GRABEL: kay. Let's go through the
struct ures.

CHWN. KATZ: That's fine.

MR. DA CUNHA: \Where were we?

CHWN. KATZ: The slide with structures.

MR. DA CUNHA: There you go. So the next two
slides will show a fam |y of conceptual nonopoles. This
one is the single-circuit nonopoles. It's conceptual.

Thr oughout the day, we've tal ked about all the
type of structures that we may design, engineer, build
al ong the gen-tie. It is in our interest to be cost
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econom ¢, so nonopoles is the typically the way to go.

But once the gen-tie is built and we all go to
the site to see what we've acconplished, you will also
see A-frames and dead ends, arresters and turn
structures, sonme of these turns may be actually two
nonopol es to make a turn. Sonetines even three nonopol es
to make a turn. Those are rare, but sonme of the turns
that we're dealing here with are tricky.

You may al so see sonme H-franes to | ower the
hei ght of the line in sone pl aces.

You may see arms, you know, the boons. These
things here. Facing one or the other for technical
engi neering, |and usage considerations. You may al so see
across the top of these poles optical wres,
comruni cati on wres.

So what are we showi ng here on the screen is
conceptual design of single poles, you know, nost of the
poles wll look a lot like that. And then the exceptions
In there.

Not abl y, you know, the 220-foot pole may be
specialized to make that junp over to 500kV lines. Then
to junp over the Harquahal a- Hassyanpa line if we go over
it, that line alone, M. Knox, | believe it's already
187 feet; right?

MR KNOX: Yes.

GLENNI E REPORTI NG SERVI CES, LLC 602. 266. 6535
www. gl enni e-reporting.com Phoeni x, AZ

142



© 00 ~N oo o b~ w N P

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N o o0 M W N Rk O

LS CASE NO. 207 VOLUME | 10-24-2022

MR DA CUNHA: So probably that junmp will be a
speci al i zed nonopol e. So conceptual single circuit
nonopol es.

And the next one, the last thing | think for the
day, sane story, but this is for double circuits. Now
the double circuits is that approximately 4.5 mles from
t he Harquahal a Power Plant to Delaney is a straight shot.

| think this is what we're going to see nost
often. If it's not this configuration, it's sonething
close to it. The crossing over the flood retardant
structure, it doesn't seemthat is, you know, technically
chal l enging crossing. So should be easy.

The only one that nmay be sonmewhat different here
of this conceptual is the |ast one or one or two before,
approachi ng the Del aney Substation where our conductors
will veer north into Del aney and t he Harquahal a- Hassyanpa
wi Il continue southeast towards Hassyanpa. So that nay
be a famly of poles that are slightly different than the
ones we're seeing here on the screen. But otherw se this
is what the majority, the bulk of the poles wll | ook
li ke.

MEMBER HAMMAY: They're not wooden, of course.

MR. DA CUNHA: No.

MEMBER HAMMY: Are they steel? Do you let them
rust? Do you paint then? Wat do you do?
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MR DA CUNHA: Right. They'd be steel. They're
treated. So unless if there is a defect in
manuf acturing, they don't rust.

The ones that are presently in Harquahal a Valley
are right now 20 years old, and they show no sign of
rusted or detrinment or material fatigue. They're built
to last 30, 40 years plus, you know, these lines are
engi neered to last. Made in Anmerica, m'am

CHWN. KATZ: Let ne just ask Ms. Gabel, are
these two slides part of MEC- 17

M5. GRABEL: Yes, they are.

CHWN. KATZ: And do we know what slide nunber
they are just for the record? | don't need to go | ooking
at it, but in case the public or the Comm ssion wants to
know.

M5. GRABEL: We will |ook that up. | don't know
off the top of ny head.

CHWN. KATZ: That's fine.

M5. GRABEL: It's in Exhibit Gto the
application. |'mnot sure exactly what pages.

CHWN. KATZ: Exhibit Gto the application. All
right. W do stand, then, in recess for the actua
hearing, formal hearing, until 9:00 a.m tonorrow.

(Recess from4:40 p.m to 5:38 p.m)

CHWN. KATZ: |I'mgoing to go back on the record
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for just about 30 seconds. |'ve checked with our IT
staff, and we don't have anybody that is virtually
appearing. There was a "Brian i Phone," and we tried to
text themor chat with them and they just |eft the
hearing. And there aren't any nenbers of the public here
NOW.

And it is about 5:38 or :39. W're going to
recess till nine o' clock tonorrow norning. Everybody
stay safe, have a good dinner. Don't work too hard; get
alittle bit of sleep anyhow. We'I|l see you tonorrow
nor ni ng.

(The hearing recessed at 5:37 p.m)
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STATE OF ARI ZONA )
)
COUNTY OF MARI COPA )
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taken before ne; that the foregoing pages are a full,
true, and accurate record of the proceedings, all done to
the best of ny skill and ability; that the proceedi ngs
were taken down by nme in shorthand and thereafter reduced
to print under ny direction.
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