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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE

The Norwalk Aquarium Society is a not -for-profit, all volunteer organization, dedicated to the ad-
vancement and promotion of the aquarium hobby.

REPRINT POLICY

Unless noted by copyright, articles from this publication may be reprinted by not -for-profit aquar-
ium societies. You are required to acknowledge the source and send two (2) copiesto NAS. Mail
to: Wet Pet Editor, Arthur Platt, 333 Locust Street, Mount Vernon, NY 10550

GENERAL MEETINGS

Regular meetings are held the third Thursday of each month (except July & December) at Earth-

place, The Nature Discovery Center, 10 Woodside Lane, Westport, CT. Each meeting includes a

short business meeting, program or event, door prizes, raffle, auction, and refreshments. All regu-
lar meetings are open to the public to attend.
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Editorially Speaking

Here we are with another addition of the wet pet. The summer came and went, vacations are over,
the kids are back to school and the last of the gardens have been picked. Now it is time to get back to
the fish. Just ahead is theNAS auction and show, September 29 th and 30", This is our biggest event
of the year. It really showcases what this club can do, and all the interesting fish our membership
maintains. We have rallied the troops and are expecting a great turnout. There are always great deals
on supplies and tanks. Of course there is the fish, you will never know what you are missing unless
you come. | am hoping all my readers will come, and maybe even bring a friend, the more the merri-
er.

Over the summer | had the good fortune of speaking with the owner of Python Products, Lance. |
personally have been using their water changer for 20 plus years, both personally and professionally.
| would normally be reluctant to go out on a limb and endorse a particular product or manufacturer.
This case is different, | had a hard time finding genuine python parts so | purchased another manu-
facturers parts, after all they look the same and were even less expensive. Well let me just say they
were inferior and in some instances useless. After some further internet research | found a great site
for genuine Python Products. Now my python is like new again. After this experience | have includ-
ed an ad for python products in the WetPet to su

On another note, | have been a reader of FAMA for as long as | can | remember and later its inte-
gration into Aquarium Fish International. | am sorry to announce that they are ceasing publishing in
print and | have received my last issue. Fortunately many of the columns will continue online, call
me old fashioned but I will miss my issue coming in the mail every month. | guess this is happening

to all of wus, embrace the changeéitds going to h
Il n this issue we have a very nice article by Le
County Aquarium Societyds First Annual Workshop.

keeping and breeding Neolamprologus brichardi. Hope you enjoy this issue and keep sending in
your articles.

We | | thatds it for nowéhappy fish keeping.
Sincerely

Artie Platt

Editor

PS: Correction to the | ast Wet Pet, the author




The journal of the Norwalk Aquarium Society celebrating 61 Years Eﬁ

A VIEW FROM UP FRONT
By: Barry Lynch

Wednesday, September 26, 2012: Our 46th consecutive annual Show & Auction will be conducted
on Saturday and Sunday, September 29 & 30. The precedingVednesday night, September 26 will be
Show SetUp night. Earthplace will open at 6:30pm to accommodate our efforts.

Those of you who have volunteered before know there is a lot of effort and challenging work in-
volved that night in preparing the facilities for the Show. Large tables need to be transported up
from the basement and assembled upstairs. The same holds true for shelving and air system tubing.
The air system needs to be set up (hung). Black plastic need to be hung behind all display areas.
Over 100 tanks and bowls need to be brought upstairs. Fine tuning and clearnrup complete the night.

Experience shows that a workforce of 15 to 20 volunteers can get the job comfortably done and get
people on the road back home between 9:00pm and 9:30 pm. The more the merrier. Pizza and soda/
water will be available to all. Please come and help the Club set up for a wonderful weekend. | look
forward to seeing all of you on Wednesday night!

Annual Board Elections - November. The Board is the governing body of NAS. The By-Laws
provide for 6 officers and 6 directors. The current Board is listed on the inside cover of this WPG.
(Note: We were unable to fill one director position this year.) Officers serve one year terms and direc-
tors serve two year terms. Elections are held each year at the November general meeting.

Some members resist serving on the Board in the belief there is too much work involved. | want to
assure you that is not the case. There are only 5 Board meetings conducted over the course of the
year. They are typically held on the first Thursday of selected months, commence at 7:30pm and end
around 9:30pm.

The meetings are held at volunteer member homes. The host provides modest refreshments. A
typical meeting would consist of the foll owing:
tanks and the conduct of NAS business. The business agenda starts with committee update reports
(finance, membership, programs, BAP, WPG, etc.). After the committee reports, the focus shifts to
whatever other business people wish to address. This could be preparing for the Show & Auction or
the Benefit Auction, developing a budget, identifying program speakers, or whatever else seems ap-
propriate.

| ask that every member consider serving on the Board. The meetings are infrequent and relatively
short. Transportation issues are resolved by car pools. The meetings provide a good opportunity to
make friends and know your fellow members better. | think the meetings are fun. And, by serving
on the Board, you are really helping NAS to grow and flourish.

As mentioned earlier, there is one clear-cut opening on the Board - the present vacant director po-
sition. And, history tells us there will be some additional turnover. The November election will in-
volve 9 Board positions. | ask that you seriously consider joining the Board. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact me or any of the other Board members. Thank you so much.
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oLiving Legendséo
by Leslie Dick

| recently attended the Buckds County Aquarium

endso6 held at the Silver Lake Nature Center in B
sario LaCorte, and lan Fuller. | have met Rosario several times and enjoyed his presentations, and
was very much |l ooking forward to meeting Frank a
Frank Falcone has been a moderator at my website Plecoworld.org since its beginning almost 3 years
ago, and | have been a member of I ands Corydoras

were indeed very well -respected
hobbyists and | was looking for- | THE BUCK'S COUNTY ARUARIUM SOCIETY
ward to their presentations.

Frank was the kick-off speaker PRESENTS

with nis new tall RAISING FANCY GUPPIES

Frank has over 55 years in the
hobby and is well -known at
Aquabid.com selling his rare Cory-
dorasspecies under the name
Coryologist. He is the proprietor
of the Laurel Lake Guppy Hatch-
ery which was set up with the as-
sistance of the Cumberland Coun
ty College Aquaculture Technolo-
gy Program with additional assis-
tance from the NJ Dept. of Agri-
culture - Aquaculture Division. It
is the first state licensed aquacul-

FOR FUN AND PROFIT

ture facility for ornamental tropi- ATALK BY FRANK FALCONE * JUNE 23,2012

cal fish in the US.

During the course of his talk, Frank showed photos of many beautiful guppy color forms. He
spoke about the importance of working with high quality stock from reputable breeders and what
foods one should feed guppies. He then went on to speak about different options one had for sell-
ing stock to hobbyists, including local aquarium clubs, local fish stores, and online sales. Frank con-
cluded his presentation speaking about Aquabid and his experiences with sales there. He spoke
about how important a great photo of your fish is, stressing that one should have a well -

documented plan for sales, shipping and return p
stick to it. His final bit of advice was to al wa
fish, or a bag of another species to give his au
phil osophy is that happy customers | eave good f e

shine on an online sales site.

C
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Rosario LaCorte was the
speaker. His presentation was entitled
0OBreeding Tetras. 6-kiars ar i
and highly respected expert on tetras and chara-
cin species with over 65 years in the aquarium
hobby. Rosariods present
rospective of his adventures in our hobby, and
he began by introducing himself with a photo of
his sister and himself as a young boy at Christ-
mas with their favorite gifts, followed by this
photo:

Originally Rosario said this was a photo of
his friend Chuck Davis, who was asleep in the
lobby during an NJAS mini -convention; Ted Co-
letti comically added his sense of humor by
turning Chuck into Santa and superimposed Ro-
sariods head onto the chi
spoken and has a great sense of humor!

Continuing on, Rosario told us that through
his friend Bill Vonderwinkler, an editor for
Tropical Fish Hobbyist magazine, he met Her-
bert Axelrod, the founder and publisher of TFH.
Rosario was invited by Axelrod to join him in a
1958 collecting trip. Between 1977 and 1988, Ro-
sario made six more collecting trips to Brazil and
Venezuela in South American and Trinidad in
the Caribbean with such well -known icons in
the hobby Harald Schultz, Dr. Herbert Axelrod,
and Dr. Stanley Weitzman. Rosario was instru-
mental in introducing Dr. Axelrod to Harald
Schultz, having gotten his contact information
through Alan Fletcher. Larry Konig, a dear
friend of Rosario and his wife Jeannie, lived in
the same town and was a frequent visitor in
their home. Larry was an icon in the guppy hob-
by, and was well known and a very frequent
speaker at guppy clubs and conventions.

Rosario was fortunate enough to collect and
introduce into the hobby many new species of
killies and characins suc
Pearlfish Cynolebias whiteinow known as Simp-

T



N. lacortei

sonichthys whiteiand the black phantom tetra Hy-
phessobrycon megalopterubwo new species that
he collected and brought back are named for Ro-
sario: the killifish species Maratecoara lacorte@nd
the rainbow tetra Nematobrycon lacortea species
of Emperor tetra.

Rosario continued his presentation by de-
scribing how he bred and raised his many species
Ohf ] th_e t Ir”f‘j kh € ?r? bre dé OV € gdsdlifed N B Geferming db
t .at' € himselt na taken of these Specieso SOme 1, from 4 dorsal and a lateral view.
still in his fishroom after many years. Unfortu-

slide.
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nately, he lost many species when a tree fell
on his house during the snowstorm in Oc-
tober last year and he was unable to live
there for more than 10 days. The photo of
his pair of Crenuchus spilurugiraced his title

Rosario also stressed how important a var-
ied diet was to all fish species,
live and frozen foods. He showed photos
of live foods he had collected and recount-
ed how he and a friend had visited the

including

Great Salt Lake in Utah and collected buck-
ets of brine shrimp eggs. Rosario explained that
the exoskeletons of brine shrimp and other types
of invertebrates such as cocktail shrimps contain
chitin, which he believes is what produces the

beautiful finnage he sees in his fish.

the UKS®S

OCWO6 se

The workshop event was
brought home with a very
informative presentation by

S own | an

lan is a world -renowned
breeder of Corydoras
species, and the owner of
CorydorasWorld.com. It
was he who instituted the

ries of C

bers 8 CW standing for the
first two letters of his web-
si tCerydorasWor | d. 6 | &
began his talk by locating
several characteristic species
of CorydorasAspidoras Bro-
chis and Scleromystagn
maps of South America.
Next, lan spoke about choos-

ing good quality specimens & what to look for,
both positive aspects as well as negativ_e ones.

4 oPrdp, P ot
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lan contin-
ued his presen-
tation by show-
ing and describ-
ing his fish-
house, how he
sets up his tanks
for breeding, as
well as showing
his setup for
housing his eggs
and fry. He uses
several fry hous-
ing set-ups, in-

cluding a float- e \ :
ing container in o A i S o -
the home tank, a specimen container which BCAS President Mark Denaro, lan Fuller,

hangs on the outside of the tank, an internal Frank Falcone, Rosario LaCorte
specimen container modified with a pre -filter at-
tached to an air-driven uptake and a mesh open-
ing on the opposite side to keep water flowing
over the eggs and fry, and a rack of various sizes
of plastic storage containers with air stones to
house larger fry/juvies. lan also stressed the im-
portance of high quality foods, both live and
commercially prepared.

Congratulations to Bucks County Aquarium
Society members who put on a very good work-
shop! Registration was a breeze, and the fish sale
tables were set and ready to accept lots. Fish
sales and food breaks occurred between each
presentation. There was a varied group of offer-
ings, from livebearers, plants, live foods, angel-
fish, tanks, and other hard goods. Mark and fel-
The highlight of | an 0 ®BwrpembesBoisraeldida fabulaws Bb in thee
videos of breeding behavior of several of the spe- kitchen! Since the event began at noon, lunch
cies in his fishhouse. He showed videos of pair  was provided to all attendees 0 pizza and fruit
breeding as well as group spawning. The groups platters, and an assortment of soft drinks.
were very active, never standing still d much like Midafternoon snacks were more fruit platters,
lan during his presentation! | tried several times veggies and dip, and potato chips. Dinner was
during his talk to take a photo of him, yet each of fabulous! Mark had made pulled pork on his
these photos came out Dbglillismaker the preAidus dayserntedwitb ells pr e s e
tation was concluded, | mentioned this to him, and hot sauce, root vegetables, several salads,
saying that he was very much like his beloved chocolate and vanilla cake, and apple pie. There
corys, never standing still long enough for a pho- was food left over and Mark sent several of us
t o. He smil ed and agr eheodnet hwai tt hh ed gdoooedsi ned tb algisk ed t
stand still during a presentation. He did stand |

|l ook forward to attend
still long enough, though, for a group shot!

Annual Workshop 4 it was worth the 6 -hour
round trip!




.‘0 The journal of the Norwalk Aquarium Society celebrating 61 Years

Neolamprologus brichardi

By Artie Platt

Neolamprologus brichardi is a relatively small Cichlid from Lake Tanganyika in eastern Africa.
They are often sold under their common name OPr.i
which differ from each locale and can be identified by the subtle differences in the placement of faci-
al markings. | purchased mine from a local shop and had no indication of actual locale. Locally bred
and oOFl oridao bred fish are more than |ikely a m
similar |l ooking o6cousinsd in the | amprologus fanm
(Sunflower), Neolamprologus Graciliis and Neolamprologus Pulcher (Daffodil).
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Neolamprologus Birchardi have some interesting and unique behaviors. They are a substrate
spawning species that also schools. Each generation will help protect the next generation. This coop-
eration forms schools even in an aquarium environment. Multiple breeding pairs will form within
this school. Eventually they will attempt to take over the tank.

| purchased 6 young birchardi to start my breeding group. They were about 1 inch and tended to
stay together on the lower half of the 65 gallon aquarium | put them in. The tanks filtration consisted
of an Emperor 400 power filter for mechanical and chemical filtration and a small Wet Dry for bio-
logical filtration. The temperature was between 78 and 80 degrees and the ph was pretty constant at
7.8 helped by the calcium based substrate and rock decorations. Other inhabitants were 8 Tropheus
duboisi, 6 Yellow Labidochromis and a pair of Pseudotropheus Acei. The group of Birchardi re-
moved the substrate from under a piece of slate and made this their home .

Although their natural diet is carnivorous they grew rapidly with the heavily vegetarian based
diet necessary for their Tropheus tankmates. Being fed twice a day and 50% water changes every 10
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days they doubled their size in three months. Over this time their fins elongated and tapered and

grew into a very handsome fish. They really seemed to work together to control the area immediate-

ly next to their cave. One day | noticed they were more vigorously protecting their territory than

normal. They were taking on tank mates easily 3 times their size and successfully chasing them

away. After careful examination | saw a cloud of tiny fry at the mouth of the cave. | estimated there

were between 40 and 60 fry. Because of the overflow for the wet dry filter | always immerse the food

in the water. This scattering helped to disperse enough food for the fry to feed. In other words they

ate what the adults ate in the safety of the adu
to half inch size in 6-8weeks. | never saw the parents mating but every 2 months or so would see an-

ot her o0cloud of frydé at the entrance of the cave




