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THE COLLECTION 

   

IaDCTA is a USDF Group Member Organization (GMO), and all members are automatically USDF Group Members 

(GMs).  For USDF Participating Membership, members must apply directly to USDF. 

We’re Online:  www.iadcta.org or visit our Facebook page 

IaDCTA Board & Committee Information 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 

PRESIDENT 
Tammy Lisi—319-480-2056 

tlisi@tamarackstablesiowa.com 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Barb Zukowski — 641-396-2935 

bluebarn@netins.net 

 

SECRETARY 

Katie Barrowcliff  -  515-450-9079 

barrowcliffk@yahoo.com 

 

TREASURER 

Chris Gutierrez — 319-389-7395 

garysite42@gmail.com 
 

EDUCATION COMMITTEE 
Barbara Zukowski -515-707-4272 

bluebarn@netins.net 

 

VOLUNTEER COMMITTEE 

Stacey Porter—515-450-9267 

s_porter516@yahoo.com 

 

Sharon Malmberg —319-325-7110 

Sharon_malmberg@yahoo.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR 

Trudy Tatum -515-451-8893 

trudy.l.tatum@gmail.com 
 
 

FUNDRAISING COMMITTEE 
 
Tammy Lisi—319-480-2056 

tlisi@tamarackstablesiowa.com 
 

NOMINATING CHAIR 
 
Danielle Baker — 319-241-3045 

jezebel41@hotmail.com 

 

WEB MASTER 

Michele Kalsem—515-450-0764 

4kalsemtraining@huxcomm.net 

 

 

A B O U T  I A D C T A  

PUBLISHING RATES for Clinics, Show Bills &  

Other ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS include clinics and shows.  Member 

rates apply to clinics and shows sponsored by an individ-

ual IaDCTA member.  Nonmember rates apply to clinics 

and shows sponsored by groups other than the IaDCTA.  

CHANGE OF HAND is our classified advertising section.  

Each item is limited to a maximum of 20 words per month 

and each member is limited to 2 items per month. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS is our listing of local and re-

gional events.  It includes only the event name, date and 

contact information. 

MARKETPLACE is our advertising for professionals and 

facilities.  Submit any size listing for inclusion for the same 

rates as above.  Ad placement will depend on size.  A 

discount of $10.00 per month applies to full page ads 

running for 6 consecutive months. 

Send all materials and announcements to:  

Email: collectioneditor@hotmail.com  

 Mail: 1238 S. Apple Creek Road, Mt. Vernon, IA  52314  

 

Please send payment for any submissions to: 

Chris Gutierrez, Treasurer 

1238 S. Apple Creek Road, Mt. Vernon, IA  52314  

 

Materials are due by the 25th of each 
month and will not be printed until pay-

ment is received. 

Members Nonmembers 

Full Page 

Half Page 

Quarter Page 

Business Card 

Change of Hand 

Calendar of Events 

Marketplace 

E-mail Blast
  

$30.00 

$25.00 

$10.00 

$7.00 

Free  

Free 

$30.00 

$10.00 

$45.00 

$35.00 

$25.00 

$15.00 

$5.00 

$5.00 

$30.00 

$10.00 
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2014 BENEFICIARIES 

ARL—Equine Division 

Healing Hearts with Horses 

Wildwood Hills Ranch 

COMPETITIONS & AWARDS 

COMMITTEE 

  
Sherie Vermeer—515-770-3517 

equispa@aol.com 

 

Tammy Lisi—319-480-2056 

tlisi@tamarackstablesiowa.com 

Eastern Iowa Competitions 

 

PJ Koehler — 636-577-1449 

Central Iowa Competitions 

 

Nena Denman—515-681-0774 

nkdenman@gmail.com 

 

 

YOUTH BOARD 
 

Heather Huntoon—515-778-6687 

dressage2003@yahoo.com 

 

YOUTH LIAISON 

 

Taylor Hildreth 

trhloveshorses@gmail.com 

 

Alex Porter–515-450-9444 

perfectme100@yahoo.com 

 

 

 

IF YOU WANT TO GET INVOLVED 

IN A COMMITTEE, PLEASE CON-

TACT ONE OF THE MEMBERS 

LISTED ABOVE! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

SCHOOLING SHOWS: 
 
July 19-20, 2014  -  Iowa Games at Iowa State University 
July 27, 2014  -  Dressage at Tamarack, Anamosa, IA 
August 10, 2014  -  Dressage at Tamarack, Anamosa, IA  
October 4-5, 2014  -  Fantasy Schooling Show  Finale 
(Sunday Dressage), MLEC, Cumming, IA 
October 24-26, 2014  -  IaDCTA Championship & Schooling 
Show, Iowa Equestrian Center, Cedar Rapids, IA 
 
RECOGNIZED SHOWS: 
 
May 31—June 1, 2014  -  37th Annual Cornhusker Classic, 
Lincoln, NE 
June 14-15, 2014  -  Iowa Dressage Classic I & II , Cumming, 
IA 
July 26-27, 2014  -  Two Rivers Dressage Classic I & II , 
MLEC, Cumming, IA 
August 23-24, 2014  -  Madison County Dressage Classic I & 
II, MLEC, Cumming, IA 
 
CLINCS 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

JULY 2014 
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  
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NEXT BOARD MEETING 

June 30, 2014, 
Okoboji Grill, Newton, IA 

6-6:30 pm 
 

If you plan to attend, please contact Chris Gutierrez (319-389-7395) 
to update our reservation. 
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T R E A S U R E R ’ S  R E P O R T   -    A P R I L   

April Treasurer's Report  4/30/2014  

    

OPENING WORKING BALANCE    $           6,869.91  

INCOME:    

Collection Advertising  $               50.00    

Interest  $                 0.08    

Clinic Fees  $              240.00    

Membership Dues  $              360.00    

Nominations  $               98.84    

TOTAL INCOME   $          748.92   

    

EXPENSES:    

Classic Awards  $              939.93    

Clinic Fees - Matt McLaughlin (airfare)  $              400.00    

Club Express fees  $               28.99    

TOTAL EXPENSES   $        1,368.92   

    

NET INCOME    $            (620.00) 

ENDING WORKING BALANCE    $           6,249.91  

    

RESERVES/DESIGNATIONS:    

Betsy Coester Grant   $        1,105.97   

Clinic/Educational    $           737.68   

ITBOA   $           100.00   

TOTAL RESERVES/DESIGNATIONS    $           1,943.65  

     

SAVINGS    

   Profit set aside from 2012 Classic $7,673.00   

   Emergency Funds  $           3,000.00    

   Interest Earned to-date  $                 1.64    

     $10,674.64  

   Interest earned in February   $              0.08   

TOTAL SAVINGS BALANCE   $10,674.72 

    

TOTAL ACCOUNT BALANCES    $         18,868.28  

    

    

Checking Account Balance   $           2,313.37    

Total Reserves/Designations  $           1,943.65    

Daily Operations Balance  $              369.72    

    

Checking    $           2,313.37  

Checking - PayPal Transactions    $               25.00  

Certificate of Deposit    $           5,855.19  

Savings    $         10,674.72  

TOTAL BANK BALANCES    $         18,868.28  
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M I N U T E S  -  M A Y   
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W E  M I S S E D  Y O U !   -  M A T T  M C L A U G H L I N  C L I N I C  

B Y  B A R B  Z U K O W S K I  

For the members that were unable to attend the Matt McLaughlin Clinic at Palisades Equestrian 
Center on May 16, 17, and 18th, hope you enjoy reading the following comments from some of 
the participating riders, in their own words: 
 
From Connie Avis: 
 Thank you for bringing Matt McLaughlin to Iowa. I have wanted to ride with him ever 
since I saw him years ago at the Nebraska Horse Expo.  His instruction is legit with a sense of 
humor. He finished up my last ride on Sunday with the introduction to the Spanish Walk and 
his aids are impeccably clear and his timing finite.  I’d love if you could bring him back again so 
we could learn more as he has so much to offer everyone. 
Thank you so much for giving me the opportunity to ride with someone on my bucket list!!! 
 
From Molly Foley; 
 I had the opportunity to participate as a rider in the Matt McLaughlin Clinic put on by the 
IaDCTA and I had such a great experience. Matt was an awesome teacher and was a very easy 
to listen to and understand throughout both of my rides. He did a great job of explaining what 
he was asking of both the horse and rider and made sure we understood what he wanted us to 
accomplish in each of the exercises. His ability to connect the two lessons on Saturday and 
Sunday was also extremely helpful and really made a difference when it came to practicing at 
home after the clinic. His take-home messages were easy to remember and have already made 
an improvement to my riding as I prepare for recognized shows this summer. Thanks to Barb 
Zukowski and the IaDCTA for putting together a wonderful clinic with Matt McLaughlin. I hope 
to see him back in Iowa soon! 
 
From PJ Koehler: 
 Only a paragraph to describe my experience riding with Matt McLaughlin in the May 
Clinic seems hardly enough as I think a book might hold what I learned. I was riding Scott 
Vissser’s Nick who is a coming four year old Arab/Trakehner cross. My goal was to get Nick off 
my leg and carrying himself more. Matt helped me work on ‘forward intent”. We spent time re-
peating leg aid, voice aid (as in CLUCK) then whip aid until finally Nick would show his “forward 
intent” from the leg without waiting for the follow up aids. At the beginning of the first day I 
would be out of breath from just trotting a couple of 20 M circles – I was working harder than 
my horse. At the end of the second day Nick was doing the work and I was getting to enjoy 
the ride. We even got to cleaner up transitions to canter and more forward down transitions. 
Our last exercise was doing some work on a circle in the walk on two tracks with shoulders on 
the inside track to start helping Nick engage on his inside hind leg. I have homework for some 
ground work and lunging in side reins and feel extremely fortunate for having this opportunity 
to ride with Matt here in IA. And I am excited that I was able to sign up for another clinic with 
Matt in NE in July. I encourage the club to bring Matt back and anyone who didn’t come in May 
you will not want to miss if there is another chance to ride with Matt. 



 

 June 2014 -  THE COLLECTION    -  Page 7 

And From Tammy Lisi: 
 I am very picky about who I ride my “non-traditional” horses with. I knew that Matt 
would be a great person to ride with based on his background but he surpassed my expecta-
tions. Everyone who missed this clinic completely missed the boat. 
 
 Some topics Matt covered included: biomechanical differences between breeds, how to 
advance to the next level, tips on showing, and challenging every rider to do better. There 
were no platitudes at this clinic, you earned every “nicely done” you got. As I watched all the 
riders in the clinic progress in their work I couldn’t help but be struck by the fact that he 
worked equally hard with everyone from the fearful beginner to the advanced rider. 
 
 My lesson focused on creating a better connection to allow my horse to swing through 
her back more. While the level of connection seemed acceptable for this mare I needed more. 
This improved my lateral work, as well as the lengthening of the gaits that the baroque breeds 
often struggle with. We also worked on further improving her canter as well as moving the 
Spanish walk into passage. 
 
 Thanks to Barb for implementing this great clinic, to Palisade’s Equestrian Estates for 
hosting, and to IaDCTA for having a clinic of this caliber. 
 
The Matt McLaughlin Clinic – “A Dressage Learning Experience” 
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D I N N E R  W I T H  M A T T  

B Y  P J  K O E H L E R  

On May 16 – 18, 2014 the IaDCTA Education Committee hosted an educational opportunity for 

the club at Palisade’s Equestrian Center in Prole, IA.  This was a clinic and dinner with nation-

ally renowned Clinician and Rider Matt McLaughlin.  After a lovely custom catered meal Matt 

had the opportunity to speak with a small group consisting of the riders and the clinic organ-

izer.  Sadly no other club members were in attendance at this educational opportunity.  I found 

the information from the dinner lecture especially interesting and valuable and am writing this 

article to share that information with others who did not attend. 

Matt’s topic of discussion was “When to Move up the Levels”. 

First on the table was a discussion around the training pyramid.  When asked about this those 

of us present were actually able to build a correct training pyramid with rhythm and relaxation 

on the bottom followed by connection, impulsion, straightness and finally at the top collection.  

So then Matt was able to lead us through a discussion of each layer of the pyramid and at 

which dressage level we begin to see the layers come into play.  For example rhythm is inher-

ent in all levels but when starting out we must have correct rhythm in order to have a solid 

foundation to build on.  Within rhythm are sub-elements like tempo and pace.  Tempo is the 

timing of the foot falls as in quick, slow, uneven and pace is within a gait such as medium, 

working, extended.  Steady rhythm leads to relaxation and a rider can impact that by how they 

use their body for example slowing the posting rhythm can slow the tempo of the trot and thus 

help the horse become more relaxed.  Connection is developing in training level when the 

horse begins to accept the contact and after accepting contact can begin to develop and im-

prove impulsion. 

While discussing straightness Matt gave us the three types of straightness which was not 

something I had heard put in these terms before.  First is straight line which is most basic as 

seen in a change of rein across the diagonal this is simply traveling on a line from one point to 

the next.  Second is straight spine which references the straightness of the horse’s spine so is 

the horse straight…or are his haunches or shoulders somewhere else?  Last is straight between 

the aids and this is important when we are not on a straight line but we need the horse to re-

main in balance as we travel a curved line or as we ask him to travel laterally.  In all instances 

we as riders have to manage the straightness and using the base of the pyramid below us will 

help us to get to correct straightness. 
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At the top of the pyramid is collection which can only come by building the horse through all the 
other layers of the pyramid.  Steady rhythm, relaxation, well connected, self-carriage and true 
straightness will lead easily to balanced collection.  Sometimes one can slow the tempo then in-
crease impulsion resulting in what is called amplitude or expression.  It all comes down to the sim-
ple and true definition of dressage which is training. 
 
Last but not at all least Matt discussed the tests.  He asked us “what is the purpose of the test you 
are riding”?  You know…that box at the top of EVERY dressage test that starts out “Purpose: …”?  
Although some of us could somewhat paraphrase the purpose of the tests we were riding not one of 
us had it committed to memory.  I can ride my test from memory but I can’t tell you word for word 
the purpose of the test.  Matt admonished us to commit to memory the purpose for each test we 
ride.  Understanding the purpose is paramount in understanding the test.  Purpose starts in the 
USDF Introductory Dressage tests where it reads: 
 
PURPOSE: To introduce the rider and/or horse to the sport of dressage. To show understanding of 
riding the horse forward with a steady tempo into an elastic contact with independent, 
steady hands and a correctly balanced seat. To show proper geometry of figures in the arena 
with correct bend (corners and circles).  And continues all the way through the USEF Levels for ex-
ample Second Level reads: 
 
Purpose: To confirm that the horse, having achieved the thrust required in First Level, now accepts 
more weight on the hindquarters (collection); moves with an uphill tendency, especially in the me-
dium gaits; and is reliably on the bit. A greater degree of straightness, bending, suppleness, thor-
oughness, balance and self-carriage is required than at First Level.  
 
So I encourage you all to go to read, learn and understand the purpose of your tests. 
 
But that is not enough says Matt.  You also need to understand the directives of the tests.  Huh?  
What?  Where?  The directives are found in a column immediately to the right of the column your 
reader is calling out to you.  The reader is telling you your “pattern” but your directives are telling 
you what the judge is looking for within the pattern you are riding.  It also starts at Introductory 
and continues all the way through the levels.  The directives are your clues on how to improve what 
your horse is doing.  So in training test two it is not simply “A enter working trot, X halt, salute, pro-
ceed working trot”…it is also “Straightness on centerline and in halt; immobility; quality of trot; will-
ing and balanced transitions”.  In addition to understanding and knowing your purpose for the test 
you also need to understand the directives and you can use this to improve the quality of your ride 
and thus your scores. 
 
Also the movements of the tests throughout the levels are designed to help you develop your horse 
and thus move up the levels.  You should be schooling at home at least a full level above what you 
are showing and you may even school some movements two or three levels above where you are 
showing.  It should be easy for you and your horse at the show.  Challenge yourself more at home 
and make the show a little easier and take off some of the pressure.  If you are stuck on something 
within a level you may find that a movement from a higher level can ease you through that sticky 
item.  A training level horse can use a little leg yield on a circle to develop better lateral suppleness 
to help with the changes of bend in the trot loops for training test 3.  Shoulder in and smaller circles 
in the trot can help engage the inside hind and improve canter transitions. 
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So this is in a bit of a nut shell version of the after dinner talk with Matt McLaughlin on “When 
to Move up the Levels”.  Oh, it didn’t actually tell you when.  We learned how to use the pyra-
mid to develop our horses and how to use the tests to create a good ride and further develop 
our horses.  But it is up to each individual and their horse and using these tools to find the ap-
propriate dressage level.  Horses and riders are all individuals and the pieces of the puzzle 
don’t all fit together the same for everyone.  If you weren’t there you missed a great discussion 
and I hope I have adequately imparted some of what we learned.   
 
Happy training! 
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H I G H L I T E S  F R O M  

M A Y  2 4 - 2 5  T A M A R A C K  S H O W  

Judge Rebecca O’bea 
Scribe:  CC McConnell 

Jane Heck & Diamond 

Katy Merritt high Point AA for T1 

Tom Lisi high point AA for intro 
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Sarah Redling 1st place in Intro 

Linda Deeds overall high point AA Training Level 

Tammy Lisi high Point 1st level 
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I O W A  D R E S S A G E  C L A S S I C S  I  A N D  I I  

J U N E  1 4 - 1 5 ,  2 0 1 4  
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July 27, 2014 

Liz Lamm “I” 

August 10 
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RE: 2014 Sponsorship Opportunities Iowa Dressage Classics I & II – 
USDF/USEF Recognized Dressage Show June 14-15, 2014 - Maffitt 
Lake Equestrian Center – Cumming, IA 
 
On behalf of the Iowa Dressage & Combined Training Association, I 
am proud to offer you the opportunity to be an active supporter of 

our organization. For nearly 35 years, IaDCTA has been supporting 
and promoting the equine sports of dressage and combined training throughout 
the state of Iowa and across the region. As a nonprofit organization, we rely on 
the support of our members, donors and sponsors to help us fulfill our mission. 
 
This year we will be offering sponsors the opportunity to support multiple events 
through a single sponsorship package. On June 14-15, IaDCTA will be hosting 
the 17th Annual Iowa Dressage Classics I & II USEF/USDF-recognized horse 
shows. The Classics will be held at the Maffitt Lake Equestrian Center – a 
beautiful, state-of-the-art equestrian facility – in Cumming, IA. Every year, the 
number of competitors and spectators at the Classics continues to grow, drawing 
dressage people from states across the Midwest. Not only is this the result of the 
very positive feedback received by the shows but it is also evidence that interest 
in dressage is spreading. 
 
In addition to the Classics, IaDCTA provides dressage and combined training 
riders more competition opportunities through our IaDCTA-Recognized Show 
Series, which will culminate this year with the fourth annual IaDCTA Show Series 
Championship on October 24-26, 2014, at the Iowa Equestrian Center (IEC) in Cedar 
Rapids, IA. Held for the past two years at the same facility, the championship 
show combines serious competition with entertainment, bringing in a large crowd 
of both horse people and the general public. Sponsors are essential to the 
success of our organization and we certainly appreciate how much past 
sponsorships have allowed us to expand and improve our events. 
 
In addition to IaDCTA, your sponsorship will also bring great benefit to Wildwood 
Hills Ranch, a non-profit, youth-development organization in St. Charles, IA that 
serves Iowa’s neediest children. Every year, a percentage of the profits from our 
events are given to Wildwood to help fund the programs it provides to make a 
difference in the lives of many children. Please take a few minutes to review the 
following sponsorship package, which explains the numerous benefits of 
becoming an IaDCTA sponsor. Not only are we are determined to making the 

Iowa Dressage Classics one of the premier dressage competitions in the region, 
but we are even more committed to expanding the opportunity for more people to 
enjoy dressage and eventing. Your support of these goals is vital. 
Thank you very much for your consideration of this request. 
 
Regards, 
Tammy Lisi 
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2014 
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2014 
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C H A N G E  O F  H A N D  
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Stubben Siegfried all-purpose saddle with suede knee rolls.   A classic in good condi-
tion.  17 inch with wide tree.  $300.  515-491-2699  Mary Curran 

For Sale:   County Competitor 2000 dressage saddle.  Medium tree.    17" seat just 
reflocked and the county representative said the tree is in perfect condition.  
$1200.00 rechelle40@gmail.com; (515) 290-4868 

For Sale:  Sadly “out grown.”  Breeches  -  2 pair George Shoemocker, white full seat 
26 regular, lightly worn $75/each. 

and 
For Sale:  Eurostar midnight blue elite dressage coat.  $200/obo (new price $695), size 
Ero 38/US 4/6.  319-981-1028 or ellenjacky47@yahoo.com  
 

For Sale:  17.5”  Cair Wintec Pro Dressage Saddle.  Easy change gullet system, X-Wide 
& Med trees, webbers, & irons included.  Good condition.  $425.  ccmccon-
nell@mchsi.com 

 For Sale:   15.2h 8yo Friesian cross gelding.  Dressage training – 70% @ Intro.  Fun 
on trail. Smooth trot. Lightly jumped. LOVES attention!  Driving prospect.  $3900 
obo    ccmcconnell@mchsi.com 

tel:515-491-2699
mailto:rechelle40@gmail.com
tel:515-290-4868
mailto:ccmcconnell@mchsi.com
mailto:ccmcconnell@mchsi.com
mailto:ccmcconnell@mchsi.com


 

 

IaDCTA Mission Statement: 

To encourage & support interest 

in dressage & combined training 

by providing: 

 Educational Opportunities 

 Competitions 

 Information 

 Acting as a liaison with 

USDF and USEA 

 Marketing of all IaDCTA 

activities throughout the 

state and region. 

IaDCTA and The Collection do not accept responsibility for statements or claims made by advertising 

placed in this publication.  Signed articles represent the opinions of the writer and not necessarily those 

of the publication or IaDCTA.  

    

 

Letters to the Board —  IaDCTA is welcoming its Collection readers to submit any concerns or kudos to collectionedi-
tor@hotmail.com.   

 

Change of Hand—  Due to members not notifying editor when items sell, all items will run for two months and then be removed 
unless member notifies Collection editor. 
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