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Aditya currently studies Finance and Economics at the University of Queensland. He enjoys the thrill
of trading, which has won him several competitions including JP Morgan's Markets Competition and
Bell Direct's investment challenge. Additionally, having placed in the top 1% of test takers for the SAT,
Aditya received offers from several prestigious American universities, including Columbia, New York
and Fordham University – while also receiving a $50,000 Dean's scholarship. Aditya has a passion for
teaching students and was recently awarded "Outstanding Educator" by Crimson Education.

Ankita Bellary

Ankita Bellary graduated from the University of Queensland in 2018 with a Bachelor of Law and a
Bachelor of Arts (extended major in writing). As an undergraduate, Ankita contributed as a writer,
then an editor, for Aphra Magazine, an online and print publication based in Australia, dedicated to
the arts and social justice. She was also awarded a journalism bursary by the Leading Change
program, within the University of Cambridge, to write and publish various articles about young
people around the world contributing to positive social change. After graduating from university,
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Ankita spent a year as a Judge's Associate in the District Court of Queensland, to his Honour Judge
David Reid. Last year, she commenced her career as a lawyer at MinterEllison, a large commercial law
firm. At her current role, Ankita has also embraced the opportunity to contribute to pro bono
initiatives, including volunteering for LawRight, the Refugee and Immigration Legal Service, and the
Caxton Legal Centre. Soon, Ankita will be moving to Canberra to embark on a new role in policy
within the federal public service. Ankita is also passionate about the creative arts, especially writing.
Her poetry and opinion pieces have been published on SBS, in Writing Queensland, the Tundish
Review, PASTEL Magazine, Pencilled In, Girls Will Be Girls and Djed Press.

Anushka Valal

Anushka started playing soccer at a very young age and her passion for the sport meant that during
the off season she started participating in indoor soccer (Futsal). Her skills landed her in a National
Premier league team in soccer and in futsal, she represented Queensland at the National Futsal
Tournament in 2019 and 2020. Queensland finished second in the 2019 championship. This year in
April, Anushka represented Queensland in the Under 13s Futsal tournament. From here, she was
selected for the International Futsal Tournament to be held in New Zealand later this year,
representing the Australian Team.
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Arush Hiremath

Arush is currently a Grade 8 Student at “Churchie”, Anglican Church Grammar School. He was a
School Captain of Redeemer Lutheran College (Junior School). He was elected to the Social Justice
program run by Churchie to discuss and present modern world issues. He has participated in service
programmes including fundraising, gift giving and emergency relief efforts for local, national, and
international causes. He has also helped deliver Meals on Wheels to senior citizens and assist in
special school programmes. Arush has played cricket and basketball at school and club levels.

Kavya Avadhani

Kavya is currently in her first year of medicine at Griffith University. She achieved an OP1 and an
equivalent ATAR of 99.85 as a student of Brisbane State High School. She graduated from the
Bachelor of Medical Science with a 6.91 GPA at Griffith University. She received the School of
Environment and Science Academic Excellence Award in 2020. She was a TEDx speaker at a TEDx
conference at Brisbane State High School in 2018. She was a winner of the Conrad Challenge power
pitch award – an entrepreneurial group competition held at NASA in Florida, USA, in 2017.
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Pratik Navin

Pratik is 12 years old and studies in grade 7 at Nudgee College. He has been playing tennis since the
age of 5. He currently trains at Sandgate Tennis Center, and is coached by Mr. John Frawley, former
world number 35. He has a great passion for tennis and actively participates in various junior tennis
tournaments. He is working very hard to become a professional tennis player at the ATP level. He is
currently ranked 4th in QLD for the under-12 age group juniors and ranked number 1573
Australia-wide as per Tennis Australia. His Universal Tennis Ranking (UTR) which is being used as a
grading system worldwide is currently 5.79.

Prerna Nagesh

Prerna is currently a Grade 12 student at Brisbane State High School. She is a Badminton Captain, and
is part of various school committees that further and grow the school community. Prerna has a
passion for helping younger students with their literacy and reading skills. To further this passion, she
is the Executive Leader of two programs at school, Peers for Academic Success (PAS) and the Ready

4



Kannada Sangha Queensland Inc.
Reading Program. The PAS program is a one-on-one peer mentoring program aimed at helping
students in their English assessment and general skills. The Ready Reading program is aimed at
assisting Year 7 students who are struggling with their English Assessment and are at a low literacy
level by pairing them with senior high school students who mentor them throughout the year. As
leader, Prerna has helped shape and guide these programs and collaborated with senior
administrators at the school. Prerna hopes to study psychology at university to further her passion
for helping people and increasing mental health awareness.

Rachna Nagesh

Rachna graduated from University of Queensland with Class I Honours in the Bachelor of Arts and
Bachelor of Laws (Honours). She has co-authored an article which was published in the Journal of
Family Studies in 2018. She represented UQ in a national level mooting competition, where her team
were semi-finalists. She is the Editor of the Justice and the Law Society's Pandora's Box, an academic
journal. She has an ongoing engagement with the UQ Pro Bono Centre. She has researched and
drafted submissions to Queensland Parliament and the Disability Royal Commission on behalf of
Queensland Advocacy Incorporated, a community legal centre dedicated to assisting people with
disabilities.  Rachna will be an Associate to a judge in the Supreme Court of Queensland next year,
and hopes to remain highly involved in advocacy and law reform throughout her career.
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Sachin Kubsad

Sachin completed high school at Queensland Academies for Science, Maths and Technology with an
IB score of 43 out of 45 or an ATAR of 99.55. He has secured numerous scholarships at The University
of Queensland (UQ), one of which is Liveris Academy Scholarship. He has secured 2nd place in
Queensland State level competition for Maths Research paper and 3rd in Queensland for Chemistry
Research Paper in year 12, 2020 in the Science Teachers Association Queensland competition. He has
also secured first place for the CO2 Car Design Nationals Competition Australia in 2017. He was
‘Junior DUX’ of the high school. He is also a brown belt in karate.

Shreya Jayaram

Shreya secured High school scholarships from two prestigious girls’ private schools. She received the
‘All Rounder’ Pennant Award in 2019. She was School Captain for Macgregor Primary School in 2017.
She has consecutively received an award for 4 years running for completing five sports per year,
namely, cross country, touch, netball, athletics, and badminton. She has also completed Grade 5
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AMEB exams for violin and has been performing Bharatanatyam dance for 7 years. A true all-rounder,
indeed!

Sindhu Jayaram

Sindhu graduated high school in 2016 with high OP results from Somerville House. She graduated in
Bachelor of Vision Science in 2019 with distinction and is currently completing a Masters in
Optometry. She was a Miss India Worldwide Runner Up in 2019 held in Sydney. Sindhu has taken part
in renowned fashion shows, including BMW, Meera by Poornima Sharma and Brides of Asia. She has
done photoshoots for clothing and jewellery companies.  She has performed Bharatanatyam and
Bollywood dance for over 10 years in multicultural dance programs across Australia.

Trisha Hiremath

Trisha is currently a penultimate year student at the University of Queensland, studying a Bachelor of
Advanced Business (Honours). She received Dean's Commendation for Academic Excellence in 2019,
2020, and 2021. She was selected for the prestigious national program to undertake unique
entrepreneurial experiences for women run by UQ IdeaHub. She received a Distinction in Innovation
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within one of the projects undertaken. She represented as a team in the KPMG Case Study
Competition in 2019, where her team reached the national preliminary finals. She also competed in
the Deloitte Consulting National Undergraduate Case Competition in 2019, where her team reached
the state semi-finals round. She is passionate about Bharatnatyam, Bollywood and classical music
from a young age. She is part of the Youth Wing of the Kannada Sangha Queensland.

Vishaak Gangasandra

Vishaak graduated high school as the Vice-Captain and Dux of The Southport School. He was
honoured by Queensland Education as the top-ranking student in Queensland. Between 2015-2020,
he has been an active member of the Australian Army Cadets, serving as a sergeant, and the
historical Catafalque Party whilst also completing the Duke of Edinburgh award in 2020. Furthermore,
Vishaak is passionate about civic engagement, believing that education is the key to our problems.
Over the past two years, he has worked in leading a team to package hundreds of stationery and
education kits to be transported to schools in third world communities. Vishaak is now studying
medicine and is a key advocate for empowering the youth of Australia.

Once again, congratulations to all the awardees, and on behalf of Kannada Sangha Queensland, we
wish them the very best in their future endeavors.

We look forward to continuing felicitating Kannada Sangha youth in future years. Thank you!
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