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Weed Management in Garden and Lawns 
 

You might have noticed those mornings are not chilly anymore, and days are getting 

warmer. Hooray. Spring is in the air. But it's not only us who enjoy the warm days; our 

plants in the garden also love it. Unfortunately, weeds will also start to grow in spring, 

just like any other plants in the garden. 

  
What is weed? 
  
Weed is any unwanted plant in the lawn or garden -often self-sown (carried by birds, 

wind or even by people - watch out for dirty lawns in the neighbourhood) 

  
Types of weeds   
  
There are mainly two types   

1) Broadleaf weeds 

2) Grass weeds, how are these two different? 

  
Broadleaf weeds and their control: As the name indicates, they feature broad 

leaves that usually spread across the ground. They can appear in both summer and 

winter.  E.g.: Bindi weed, Carrot weed, 
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Nut Gross 

 

How to control broad leaf weeds in lawns and garden beds.  

Hand weeding-It is tough work and not very good for your back, especially if you have 

a big backyard, and it is not very effective at all. Spraying Herbicides (e.g. Kamba-M) 

are the most effective, less time-consuming, and cheaper option to control broadleaf 

weeds in the garden. Most ornamental & vegetable plants are broad leaves. Extreme 

care should be taken not to spray Kamba-M on ornamental & vegetable plants; it will 

kill them and weeds. Kamba M selectively kills broadleaf weeds in your garden without 

harming the lawn. Spray Kamba-M as soon as you see any broadleaf weed on your 

lawn or in garden beds. Killing weeds when young will stop spreading weed seeds on 

the lawn and in garden beds.  

Gross weeds and their control: Grass weeds have long, narrow leaves that emerge 

as a single leaf that looks like grass and are difficult to distinguish from the lawn. E.g.: 

Nut grass Crabgrass 

   

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
How to control grass weeds in lawns and garden beds. 

Hand Weeding-As said earlier, it is challenging work and not very good for your back, 

especially if you have a big backyard, and it is not very effective. Herbicide ROUNDUP 

for grass weeds is the most effective, less time-consuming, and cheaper option to 

control gross weeds in the lawn and garden beds. Careful application of ROUNDUP 

can kill both broadleaf and grass weeds. Complete care & precision is required while  
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Pine bark mulching 

 

using ROUNDUP as it can quickly kill off-target plants/lawn in the garden. 

Spot/targeted spraying of Roundup on the lawn and garden bed weed is the best 

option to avoid killing other plants. Nut grass (Please refer to the Picture in the Grass 

weed example) in the lawn can be effectively controlled by spraying Sempra herbicide 

(which kills Nut grass and nothing else). Specialised chemicals like Verdict can kill 

grasses in the garden patches (Verdict is a selective herbicide for control of grasses) 

- it is hard to obtain from stores like Bunnings but can be obtained from rural chemical 

stores. All the chemicals come with label recommendations for tank mixing & 

application rates. Also, do not forget to wear appropriate PPE [Personal Protective 

equipment) while using the chemicals. Another option to reduce weed growth in 

garden beds is mulching. Different types of mulching materials are available in 

Bunnings and local nurseries. Mulching also conserves moisture in garden beds and 

provides nutrients when it breaks down. 

 
 

 

Application of fertiliser to lawn and garden beds 

Apply Fertiliser to Lawn/Garden beds at least three times a year-August, December 

and April (once every four months). Do not apply synthetic fertilisers to native plants.  

(Use compost, blood and bone meal instead). The timely watering of plants is essential 

for healthy foliage and flowering. 

Pest and disease control: Different chemicals can be purchased from Bunnings or 

local nurseries to control pests and diseases in the garden. 

 How to reduce the frequency of lawn mowing: Lawn mowing could be a very 

daunting task for most of us on weekends. It is arduous work, especially in the summer 

when we get excellent rainfall. Sometimes the lawn must be mowed every fortnight.  
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The best way to reduce the frequency (by at least 70%) of cutting and still make it look 

like turf/lawn on the Golf Course causes jealousy in your neighbourhood is by spraying 

PRIMO MAXX.  

PRIMO MAXX is a lawn Growth Regulator that will promote greener, denser, more 

resilient lawns with less vertical growth, fewer clippings and, therefore, less expensive 

maintenance. PRIMO MAXX is the trusted growth regulator that pre-conditions 

lawn/turf for stress and optimises surface quality and colour. PRIMO MAXX should be 

applied to actively growing turf at least 6 hours before or after mowing. Good mowing 

management leading up to application is required to achieve a good quality turf surface 

and to obtain the best results from PRIMO MAXX. As mentioned earlier, lawns should 

be fertilised at least three times a year. For the medium-sized garden, you can buy a 

one-litre PRit IMO MAXX online for $110 but will be lost for at least two years. 

 
Summary of Herbicide and plant protection chemicals used in gardens  

Name  Purpose Availability/Source 

Kamba-M Herbicide to kill broad-leaf weeds Bunnings/Online 

Roundup Herbicide to kill broad leaf and grass weeds Bunnings/Online 

Sampra Herbicide to kill Nut gross Bunnings/Online 

Primo Maxx Lawn Growth Regulator-reduces mowing   Online 

Fertiliser Plant Food Bunnings/Online 

Plant Protection Prevent pests and diseases Bunnings/Online 

Caution: Please read the labels carefully and follow the instructions to spray the 

above herbicides and plant protection chemicals in your garden  

   

 

 
 

 
 
 


