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Office Hours 
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LODGE MEETINGS 
Meetings start at 7:00 pm on the 
2nd and 4th Thursdays monthly,  

with one meeting in July and August  
on the 4th Thursday, and one 

in December on the 2nd Thursday  

 

owdy!  

As we head 
into the summertime, 
we say goodbye to 
our snowbirds, but 
we continue to stay 

busy at your lodge. Be sure to check 
the calendar to avoid missing any of 
our events. For those of you who 
did not attend the flag day  
ceremony, you missed a fantastic 
speech from our guest, Retired Lt 
Col. Otis McGregor. Fortunately, we 
have the speech loaded onto our 
website (https://elks2815.org/) and 
on our Facebook page as well. 
Thank you to both Ellen and Marie 
for uploading the video. At the end 
of June, I head to the Elks national 
convention in Kansas City, MO. I am 
looking forward to the event and 
will report back in my next article 
some of the highlights. A friendly 
reminder that the Queen of Hearts 
tickets must now include your name 
(clearly written, please!!!) and your 
phone number. Again, please check 
the calendar and the rest of the 
articles to ensure you don’t miss any 
of the fun activities we have 
planned for July and August. As 
always, if you have questions or 
concerns, you can always reach out 
to me via email 

(pslates1987@gmail.com) or phone 
(520.268.2375) 

Take care, paul H 



Page 2 The Catalina Mountain Elk Bugle - July/August 2025 
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Ron Starjnski ......................... 2023-24 

Douglas Harpold ………………...2024-25 
Affiliated PERs in Italic 
Deceased * 

Scan QR code with 
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to access website 

The Catalina Mountain Elk Bugle is the official publication of Catalina Mountain Elks, Lodge #2815, of the Benevolent 
and Protective Order of Elks of the USA. The Bugle is published monthly to provide a ready means of communication 
within the Lodge. Contributions of interesting and pertinent reading material are welcome. Article deadline is the 20th 
of the month preceding publication. All communication should be addressed to: The Mountain Elk, P.O. Box 8742, 
Tucson, AZ 85738. Subscriptions for non-members are $10.00 per year. Catalina Mountain Elk’s physical address is 
16045 N Oracle Rd, Tucson, AZ 85738. 

Catalina Mountain Arizona Elks Assn. Grand Lodge 
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appy Summer Folks!!  Man is it HOT!!  

Stay out of this heat as much as you 

can and stay hydrated!!  As Leading 

Knight, my station in the Lodge this year is 

Charity!  I would like to encourage you to 

consider making a monthly donation to one of 

our amazing programs.  The Elks National Foundation 

(ENF) is responsible for our Youth programs: Hoop Shoot, 

Soccer Shoot and Drug Awareness.  You can support 

these programs by joining the Fidelity Club.  To join, all 

you need to do is go to the website:  enf.elks.org/

recurring and arrange a monthly donation.  You can 

donate as little as $5.00 per month.  The Arizona Elks 

Major Projects (AEMP) sponsors the Steele Children’s 

Research Center.  The Arizona Elks Pediatric Clinic treats 

over 20,000 children a year! AEMP also sponsors our 

Summer Youth Camp in the Sierra Ancha Mountains and 

is open to non-profit Youth Groups FREE of charge!  You 

can support these programs by joining the Diamond Club.  

To join, go to the website: azelksmp.org/donate a 

monthly donation.  Again, as little as $5.00 per month 

will greatly help this program continue to help so many 

children. We have had 2 successful Iron Elk Cooking 

contests so far and raised a total of $275.00.  May’s 

ingredient was Bacon, June’s was Meatballs.  Both were 

won by Marie Starjnski with her Bacon Maple Upside 

Cake and her Mpanatigghi Cookies!  She got to choose 

the charity of her choice, which was ENF.  The next 

contest is July 12th and the ingredient will be drawn on 

Friday June 27th.  No sign up necessary.  Hope to see you 

there.  “The witchery of wealth is not in having, but in 

sharing.  The real benefactors of mankind count their 

store in what is given, not is what is saved” - Quoted by 

every Leading Knight during every Initiation in every 

Lodge in the United States of America. Kim McIlonie 

Esteemed Leading Knight  

rom the Secretary’s Desk: 
WOW! Summer has hit. I hope all of 
you are keeping cool in this 100 plus 

temperature. We are keeping with our regular 
hours in the office as it’s nice and cool in here. 
Come see us. I want to thank those committee 
chairs that are turning in their event reporting 

forms in a timely manner. These are very important for my 
reporting to Grand Lodge all the good work we are doing 
as Elks. Those of you who have not turned them in, please 
do so ASAP. If you don’t understand them and need help, 
please come see me. And again here comes my usual “nag” 
if you have not paid your dues for this year PLEASE do so 
asap. 
Happy 4th of July!!! 
 
 

Something to think about: 
An optimist is one who makes the best of it when they get 
the worst of it. Enjoy the small things you find on your 
path. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

As a reminder to all committee chairs, please 
get your activity reports into me ASAP after an 
event. 

LODGE STATS YEAR-TO-DATE 

 Membership to Date ............... 601 
 Candidates: ............................... 22 
 Delinquents ..............................   61 
 Life Members ...........................   48 
 Average Age ........................... 69.5 

Leading Knight - Kim McIlonie 

Secretary’s Corner - Mimi Wittenborn 

F 

H 
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A vote on this measure will be taken at our next regular meeting that will be held on  

Thursday, July 24, 2025. 
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Past Exalted Ruler Association - Douglas Harpold, PERA President 

Ell, It happened. The Queen of 
Hearts came out of hiding.  It was 
a pretty successful game and 

because the winner was not present, only 
half of the prize was given. We were glad to 
give away about $11,000, but also happy 

that the new pot Started again with  a minimum prize for 
the Queen at $11,000.  Our winner was great and 
donated some of her winnings to ENF as well as the new 
house fund.  Thank you  Anna for your generosity. The 
night was struck with some difficulty because it was 
difficult to read the name on the ticket.  Please 
remember to write you name in a manner that would be 

easily read.  Going forward it will be required that all 
tickets have your name and phone number on them. 

The PER’s are also still selling advertising to be in the 
25th Anniversary Brochure.  All procedes will go to 
support the Anniversary week and the special events that 
will be planned .  See below for advertising Information. 

Have a great July and August!! 

Mimosa Brunch Fundraiser – A Sparkling Success! 

The Major Projects Committee’s Mimosa Brunch on May 

24th was a fabulous and fun-filled event! A couple of 

delightful hours were spent sipping bottomless Mimosas 

and Bloody Marys, enjoying an incredible spread of brunch 

treats, and connecting with friends—new and old. Guests 

had the chance to create their perfect Mimosa from a 

rainbow of juices—classic orange, tropical guava, crisp 

white cranberry, and more! Our beautiful Champagne 

Server made sure no glass went empty, while our 

generous Elks filled the tables with sweet and savory bites, 

including chocolate-covered strawberries, casseroles, 

smoked ham, and fresh veggies. The fun didn’t stop with 

the food and drinks—we also enjoyed local art displays, 

raffle baskets, and door prizes. A special highlight of the 

day was celebrating Jack and Gail’s wedding anniversary, as 

well as hearing from our guest speaker, Dr. Pawel Kiela, 

Professor at the University of Arizona Steele Children’s 

Research Center. Dr. Kiela shared exciting research 

explaining how exercise can strengthen the immune 

system—so much so, the Steele Center is now prescribing 

exercise as part of treatment plans for children with 

autoimmune conditions. This inspiring message 

underscores the heart of our mission: supporting life-

changing research that helps children heal. Thank you to all 

of our volunteers, donors, and guests—you helped make 

this event a sparkling success, and your support helps fund 

essential medical research. It takes a Village, 

The Major Projects Committee  

Mimosa Brunch 

 

W 
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Lodge Activities - Jan Trudeau  

ODGE ACTIVITIES  

 Welcome to our long HOT summer! 

With only one Bugle for July and August, I’ll 
detail out 2 months of activities. Here we go. 
July begins with July 4th on Friday. We’ll put 

the flags up on Oracle. They go up at 7 AM, and come 
down at 5 PM. We’re having burgers and brats on that 
Friday served after the flags come down. Bingo will happen 
on Saturday July 5 th and also on Saturday the 19 th . The 
fun begins at 2 PM. Texas Hold ‘Em card games are 
scheduled for Sunday July 13th and again on Sunday July 
27th . Games start at 1 PM. Please sign up in the lounge so 
we know how many tables to set up. Saturday July 12th 
will be Iron Chef Elk cooking contest at 3 PM. The required 
ingredient will be picked on the last Friday of the month. 
Please check in the lounge for the next contest item. Darts 
are scheduled on the back patio every Saturday at 4 PM. 
On Saturday July 26th , one of our favorite events returns, 
Christmas in July!! We will have a gift exchange around 4 
PM with a potluck to follow. If you want to participate in 
the gift exchange, please bring a gift under $25.00. It’s 
really a fun event. Hope to see you here. Wednesdays are 
rolling along about the same. Tacos and trivia on the 
second Wednesday, and full dinner and music bingo on the 
fourth Wednesday. We will offer different menus on the 
other Wednesdays. Check the calendar to see what’s being 
served. Now for August happenings. Bingo starts the 
month on Saturday August 2nd and again on Saturday 
August 16th . Both start at 2 PM. Texas Hold ‘Em card 
games will happen on Sunday August 10th and Sunday 
August 24th . Games start at 1 PM. Please sign up in the 
lounge. The Iron Chef Elk cooking contest is on Saturday 
August 9th at 3 PM. Please check the board in the lounge 
for the required ingredient. Darts are still every Saturday at 
4 PM. Wednesdays are the same with tacos and trivia on 
the 2nd Wednesday, and full dinner with music bingo on 
the 4th Wednesday, Check the calendar in the lounge for 
additional offerings on the other Wednesdays. If you have 
any suggestions for the “other” Wednesdays, talk to me or 
Ann Girvin. We’d love some new ideas. ent meals. Please 
check the calendar to see what is being served that day.  

 

 

 

OMMUNITY ACTIVITIES  

After the successful Pasta food drive in June we will 
continue the momentum and ask for canned 

tomatoes for the month of July. Please bring any kind of 
tomatoes-like crushed, diced, sauce, paste or fire roasted. 
Any kind will do. This will last all month long. The same box 
near the front door of the lounge is where you can drop off 
your contribution. Then, in August, we will ask for canned 
soup and/or canned vegetables. It will also go all month 
long. We are doing these food drives to help our local food 
bank by stocking their shelves. Please help Impact assist 
our less fortunate neighbors with this much needed food.  

September Alert   
Our lodge once again will be cooking and delivering home 
cooked meals to the 10 firehouses in the Golder Ranch fire 
district. This will happen on Thursday September 11th , 
2025. This event is happening so we can celebrate our first 
responders, and to remember those we lost on  9/11/01. 
We will form 10 teams of 4-6 people. Each team will 
decide what dinner they want to make. In the past we 
have made lasagna, salad, bread, &amp; dessert, or stew 
with biscuits, salad and dessert, or any full home cooked 
dinner that you choose. Please help with this project…it is 
really appreciated by the firefighters and it really makes 
you feel awesome that we remember the fallen. A sign-up 
sheet will be posted in the lounge. Please ask me any 
questions you may have. 

L c 
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PERA Golf Tournament Photos and Mimosa Brunch Wrap Up 
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Patriot’s Day 



Page 9 The Catalina Mountain Elk Bugle - July/August 2025 

ur Non Cash donations have reached 
$37,297, we have Cash donations of 
$6,497 bringing our total Veteran 

donations to $43,794. As mentioned in the 
past, we have raffled off guns to 

provide funds for our veterans committee. If 
you have interest in donating a gun please 
give me a call (651-262-9508) to answer any 
questions you may have. The Veterans 
Committee has volunteered to help our Past 
Exalted Rulers Association. We will be selling 
raffle tickets, in the near future, for a rifle 
donation, to help raise funds to support our week of 
celebrations for our lodge’s 25th Anniversary. The drawing 
will take place sometime during the week of celebration. 
The committee is in the midst of purchasing approximately 
$1,400 to $1,600 in supplies to support our homeless 
veterans. We will be purchasing backpacks, one man tents, 
sealed snacks, bottled water, jeans, T-shirts, cat and dog 

food and hygiene articles. I can’t imagine what its like to be 
outside in our Tucson summer weather (24-7) but the 
committee wants to do whatever it can to help them 
survive! If you would like to make any financial donations 

to help us support our vets please send 
checks to the lodge and note its for homeless 
veterans. You can also place money in the 
Vet Donation Jar that sits on the bar next to 
the drink ordering station. Thank you in 
advance for anything you can do to help us 
help them! As always, you can help our 
homeless veterans by contributing new 

Undershorts and T-shirts (Med, Lg, XL), Jeans ( W 33, 34, 
36) and Socks. Please place any NEW items in the green 
barrel in the lounge and USED items in the Pod in the front 
of the lodge. Do not place new items in the vet pod 
outside! As always, a big thank you for your continued 
support for our veterans! And I wish all our traveling 
members, this summer, happy and safe travels. 

Veterans Committee - PER Bob Kielsa 

House Committee - Pam Wedwaldt  

reetings!  Our Iron 
Elk cooking contest 
is off to a great start. 

We have had lots of chefs 
and tasters, lets keep it up. 
Congratulations to Marie 

Starjnski on her second win. We’ll get you 
next time Marie. Thank you to Sew it 
Forward for the beautiful new kitchen 
aprons. The group meets July 14 th and 
August 11 th from 10:00 to 2:00. Even if you are not 

much with a needle and thread there are 
many ways you can participate. There’s a 
potluck too! We have lots planned for July 
and August. See Lodge Activities for dates 
and details. As always, the House Committee 
welcomes your ideas and input. Please join 
us the first Thursday of each month at 4:30.   

Have a great summer. 

 

Elk of the Month - July/August 

This month’s Elk of the Month goes to someone who is so 
special to our lodge, Dee Miller. Dee is one of the founding 
members of our lodge, but most of you probably don’t 
realize just how significant her role was in establishing our 
lodge. She recognized that an old boat mechanic shop was 
the perfect location for our new lodge. Her real estate 
knowledge and help in financing were key in establishing 
Catalina Mountain Elks #2815 25 years ago. July is also  
Dee’s 95th birthday, so next time you see her, wish her a 

very happy birthday and thank her 
for all she has done for the lodge 
over the past 25 years. And if you 
ask, she will gladly share some of 
the stories of our earliest days as 
an Elks lodge.  

G 

O 
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 Wednesday Dinner Menu 

July  2  Smashburgers with 
Crispy Potatoes 

July  9th Tacos and Trivia 
Tacos $2 each; 4:30-6:30 pm 
or UNTIL SOLD OUT  

July 16th Baked Potato Bar 

July 23rd  BBQ Ribs, Baked 
Potato, Soup, Salad and 
Dessert 

 July 30 Salad Bar 

August  6  Shrimp or Pork 
Fried Rice, Salad 

August 13  Tacos and Trivia 

August 20 Grilled Cheese, 
Salad 
August 27 Mississippi Pot 
Roast, Bake Potato, Baked 
Beans, Soup Sald, Dessert 

 

 Our Poet Laureate - Jim Cox 

July/August Birthdays 
   2 Joyce Garcia 
 2 James Michael Roberts 
 2 Michael Ross 
 2 Patricia rourke 
 3 Dennis Jones 
 4 Jennifer Clark 
 4 Lisa Sato 
 4 Justin Bryl Warner 
 6 Wayne J. Curry 
 6 Elizabeth Shapiro 
 7 Leonard Brunold 
 7 Pat J Cox 
 7 Floyd K Prentice 
 8 Clayton Prior 
   9 Gregory Cahill 
   9 Gary L Irwin 
   9 Dana Keller 
10 Janna Copel 
11 Sandra L. Chute 
11 Eric R Larson 
11 Billy J Shultz 
12 Cleo Fazzino 
12 Tony Jewett 
13 Michael Borah 
15 Ray Carter 
15 Wendy Kelly 
16 Frank Borquez  
16 Doug Harpold 
16 Norma Jean Voight 
16 Walter Daniel Maine 
16 Roxanne Sweeney 
17 Douglas H Clark 
17 Robert Stanley Kielsa 
18 David H Chase 
18 Al Merino 
18 Robert Mount 
19 Karen Lott 
19 Ronny A Webb 
21 Delores Miller 
21 Levi M Riley 
22 Kathleen Ann Martin   
23 Richard E Ashwood 
23 Rodric Raynor 
24 Paul Swane 
25 Cynthia Benson 
25 Greg Koper 
26 William Harkins 
26 William Schwab 
27 Barry Miller 
28 Brian Koppy 
29 Cynthia Riley 
30 Dennis L Haley 

31 Wade Bingham 
31 Gerald Beinton 
31 Roger N Smith 
 1 Divid Burnett 
 1 Larry E. Megahan 
 2 Loretta Mihm 
 3 Marc J Dotseth 
 3 Gene Venechanos 
 4 Richard Makinen 
 4 Tracy Vanoni 
 5 Ann Mount Girvin 
 5Tarsila Johnson 
 5 John E  Probeck 
 6 Timothy Aalibu 
 6 David James 
 7 Arthur Burger 
 8 Mica Dawn Bane 
 8 Susan Herman 
 8 Lindi Lackner 
 8 Jeffrey Morse 
10 Patrick Vanoni 
11William J Nixon 
13 Albert P Hensley 
14 John Cirelli 
14 Alex Lopez 
14 Carol A Nixon 
14 Curtiss N Prickett 
15 Adam Mount 
18 Robert R Dunlap 
19 Michael Muehlstedt 
20 Velvet LaRaye Cox 
20 Jonathan Johansen 
20 Kayleen Borah 
20 Frances Roberts 
21 Julia Gosla 
24 Carol Hagin 
24 John Olsen. 
25 Robert Avery 
26 Terry Ford 
27 Raymond Doane 
27 Charles Dunham 
27 Roger Hudson 
27 George Leuer 
27 Ronald Starjnski 
28 Steven Brinson 
28 Richard Carsten 
28 David Cometto 
29 Frank J Prokop 
30 Philip P Osteri 
31 Harry C. Beatty 
31 Alisa K Nelson 
31Belnda Waller 

July and August 
Although it’s hot, I love July… 

at least, I love the 4th. 
Music and rockets amplify 

the love our Flag draws forth. 
August does not have holidays, 

but it can be hot, too. 
Just find close pool in which to laze 

and a large mai tai to cool. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
July/August 

  
 July 5  .............................................................................. Bingo/Darts 
 July  12 ....................................................................... Iron Chef/Darts 
 July  13 ........................................................................ Texas Hold’em 
 July 19 ............................................................................. Bingo/Darts 
 July 25 ............................................................ Christmas In July/Darts 
 July 27 ......................................................................... Texas Hold’em 
 August 2  ......................................................................... Bingo/Darts
 August 9 .................................................. PVA Lunch, Iron Chef, Darts 

     August 10 ................................................. Blood Drive/Texas Hold’em
 August 16 ........................................................................ Bingo/Darts 

     August 23 .................................................................... Karoake/Darts 

     August 24 .................................................................... Texas Hold’em 

     August 30 ................................................................................... Darts 


