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I hope that each and every one of you and your families had a very
Merry Christmas and rang in the New Year with a bang.
Our volunteers that put on the Lodge level Hoop Shoot had an interesting day on December 14th and proved once again why we are such a
strong Lodge. The school forgot show up to open the gym for our
group at 8am so it was panic time since there were kids and parents
ready to shoot in the parking lot with us. We thought about where to
move it – outside – and had an idea until once again Kayla Hudson (11 year old volunteer)
saved the day. She let us know that there was an outside court around the side of the school.
Lo and behold we took a little hike over and even though there were no nets on the baskets,
it was totally usable. The parents and kids were so understanding to our predicament which
made it so much easier! We ended up having the most beautiful morning possible with
warm temperatures and a beautiful mountain background for our photos. Great teamwork
by our amazing Chairman, Lisa Chavez, and all the volunteers to get this fun event done,
thank you all so much! I am proud to announce that we will have two young men representing our Lodge at the District Hoop Shoot on January 6th. I will update the membership in
next month’s article.
Special Olympics Chair, Alane Asp, has coordinated a movie day for 45 special needs kids
from the Jewish Community Center in which they will get to see the new Star Wars movie.
I have attended this movie day before and the kids have such an amazing time and it warms
your heart to see the joy on their faces. Yet another example of our Lodge’s wonderful involvement in the community.
If you look on the Lodge calendar, you will see the Steele Children’s Research Center Tour
on January 15th at 10am. We want to have members tour the facility before our AZ Elks
Major Projects fund raising event called Have a Heart on February 1st. We would like any
member who has never been to this amazing facility to please take the time to see what their
donations support. To observe the medical advancements that occur at this facility is truly
unbelievable. This Center is responsible for many cures and treatments for children’s diseases throughout the World and I promise that you won’t be disappointed on this tour. Please
be no later than 9:45 as we will take off promptly at 10am in groups of 7. Address is 1501
N Campbell Avenue. Park in the main hospital parking lot and enter Hospital entrance (not
Children’s Hospital). Use main elevators to go to 3rd floor. Our annual Have a Heart Fundraiser will be held February 1st and you can sign up at the Lodge.
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The Catalina Mountain Elk Bugle
is the official publication of the Benevolent and Protective Order of
Elks of the USA, Lodge 2815,
16045 N. Oracle Rd., Tucson, AZ.
The purpose of The Catalina
Mountain Elk Bugle, published
monthly, is to provide a ready
means of communication within the
Lodge. Contributions of interesting
and pertinent reading material are
welcome. The deadline is the 15th
of the month preceding publication.
All communication should be addressed to: The Mountain Elk, P.O.
Box 8742, Tucson, AZ 85738. Subscriptions for non members are
$10.00 per year.

LEADING KNIGHT
By Monty Derting

Greetings all, The Holidays are over
and I hope that they were enjoyable
for all, and that everyone is safe. Now
that the calendar year is over, we, as
Elks, need to remember that our commitment doesn't stop here! All 0f the
wonderful work and the generosity
that our members have put forth has
assisted and helped many, many of our fellow people who
were in need and perhaps not as fortunate as us. There
are entirely TOO many Coordinators and Elks who have
worked behind the scenes for me to mention here, but we
certainly thank you ALL for your generosity and hard
work. The Elks wouldn't be who we are without you!
We recently learned that our Lodge has been so charitable
with their donations to the Elks National Foundation that
our Lodge is currently # 1 in the District and #3 in the
State! This happens only because of you, our wonderful
Members. But, as Elks, we don't stop here, or even slow
down. There are some new things coming up which gives
us opportunities to continue our great work.
Of special note: Due the hard work of Dan Bradshaw,
and the great grant writing of Jack Baillargeon our Lodge
received a grant from the Grand Lodge to the tune of
$2000 in a Spotlight Grant to assist our Veterans in need!!
Dan is the "Spearhead" of this event, and there will be
much more information coming out. Our Lodge has
enough Veterans who can step up and do everything we
can to show our support for our fellow Vets in need.
"Vets for Vets". We also need to remember that the annual children's Easter Shopping spree is not too far away,
so keep your eyes and ears open for the ways you all can
assist in helping some of our needy children out!!
Always, Elks care Elks Share!!

Harry Wedwaldt – January 2020 Elk of the Month
Choosing the Elk of the Month is actually very difficult because we have quite a few members that are involved with so
many aspects of the Lodge and we would not be so successful
without them. Having said that, this month goes to Harry
Wedwaldt. As the avid golfers in our Lodge know, Harry is a
major player in the organization of our Lodge’s annual Golf
Tournament. This golf tournament brings in a lot of donations
every year and is definitely one of our most premier events that
is enjoyed by many. Harry has been gracious enough to volunteer to spear head this tournament for many years now and we
hope he continues to. In addition to that, he also organizes and
runs our Texas Hold ‘Em days and due to its popularity is currently a twice a month event. It is a great time for players to
gather and bluff their way through the game and hope not to be
the first to walk out the door. Harry also helped with our poker run this year, which was for our official Vice President’s
visit. He and his lovely bride, Pam, did an outstanding job out
in the heat waiting for us all to pass his station at the Dairy
Queen on I-10. Harry will also be there to stuff bags for our
community events, shop with the kids for our shopping sprees
and do whatever is asked of him. He is a very important part
of our core group at the Lodge and much appreciated by all.

THANKS CATALINA MT. ELKS #2815
A huge thanks from the bottom of my heart goes to all
of our members who make our Children’s Shopping
Spree such a success each year.
35 children couldn’t wipe the smiles off their faces on
Dec. 6th because it was a day they will always remember,
a day where they were made to feel “special”.

OUR POET LAUREATE
Jim Cox PER

To all the volunteers, escorts, donators and sponsors. . .
“YOU” made this happen and I am so grateful for each and
every one of you.

http://www.allthatrhymes.squarespace.com

A special thanks goes to Bridgett Lach who arranged
everything at Wal-Mart so the day would go smoothly plus
was always there to remind me of things I’d totally forgotten.
This event is close to my heart and I’m so happy that all of
you feel the same way. We had a number of new escorts
this year and as they were leaving they either had smiles on
their faces or tears running down their cheeks and all wanted
to do it again next year. Children have that effect on you!

2019 is history.
Let’s take the time to contemplate
on what we can as Elks relate
to children, vets and brotherhood...
throughout the year as their teammate.
Reflect on how that made you feel...
but know their problems still are real.
So let us vow again this year
to lend a hand when brothers reel.

God Bless all of you wonderful people!!!
Joyce Garcia
Chairman
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HOUSE COMMITTEE

LODGE ACTIVITIES

By Paul Slater

By Jan Trudeau

Happy New Year! Welcome to 2020. I hope
this year brings joy and good cheer to all!
This month at the Elks, we have a few activities
for you. We begin with Bingo on Saturday January 4th. The fun starts at 2 PM. Please come
and join us.
The Texas Hold ‘Em poker games are scheduled
for Saturday January 11th and Saturday January 25th. Both
games start at 1:30 PM. Please sign up in the lounge so we
know how many tables to set up.
We are having an Elks paint party put on by “Hues and Booze”
on Saturday January 18th. Happy hour starts at 2 PM, and the
painting fun is at 3PM. All the supplies are provided-no experience necessary. The cost is $35.00 and $10.00 goes back to
the lodge for the new building fund. Come join us-If I can do
it so can you. (P.S. I can only draw a stick figure)
There is still some football to enjoy on Sundays this month.
The lodge opens at 11:00 on Sundays and we have 5 TV’s
showing all your favorite teams. Don’t forget to mark your
calendars for Sunday February 2nd. We will be hosting a Super
Bowl party starting at 3 PM. We’ll have a potluck and games
and prizes. The game starts around 4:30. We will post a signup sheet for potluck items. Come join us for food, fun and football.
Another item to look out for is the Elks Major Projects fundraiser to be held on Saturday February 1st. Lisa Chavez is planning the “Have A Heart” event. There will be food, raffles, a
guest speaker and lots of fun. Please see the flyer in the Bugle
for further information.

Howdy!
Happy New Year. I trust that everyone's holidays were excellent and the travels were uneventful. I personally am looking forward to 2020
and some great things for our Elks lodge.
One of the things that we are planning is
"experimenting" with some entertainment on
Fridays after the Queen of Heart has been drawn. The crowds
have been great on Fridays and we would like to keep the fun
going afterwards. Right now we are looking at one Friday each
month, and will adjust based on how well it is received and attended. As I am writing this (23.Dec) our first try will be lowkey with some dance music via the new speaker system in the
Lodge room on Friday the 27th. If you have any ideas or requests, please shoot me an email or text.
Remember, that our price adjustment goes into affect in Jan.
Starting on 1.Jan,
Domestic beers will be $3.00
Premium beers will be $4.00
Well drinks will be $3.00 (Last months letter had a typo a $4)
In addition, we will have a new BLACK chip that will be worth
$3.00 on available on 1.Jan, and we will no longer be selling the
$2.50 chips. All outstanding $2.50 red/pink chips will be valid
until 1.March. So check your counters and other hiding places
for those chips, and make sure that you redeem them before
1.March.
This months shout out goes to Bill and Carol Behrendsen. If
you are ever enjoying Taco Tuesday, you have certainly seen
them. The coordinate a large group from their community to
come down and enjoy some tacos and friendship. On any given
Tuesday, Bill and Carol will bring anywhere from 20-50 hungry
taco lovers to our lodge. They are such a great group of people
and it is our pleasure to have them come and visit. Next time
you are at the lodge say Hi to Bill and Carol and meet some of
their neighbors. They are a great group!!

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
I want to thank everyone who helped our lodge “adopt” 22
children this Christmas. We purchased clothing, toys and art
supplies for all these kids. The project is sponsored through
Impact of So. AZ-our local food bank. With the help of the
PER’S and generous donations from our awesome Elks, we
made all these children have a merrier
Christmas.
Here
we have me, Gloria
Cisneros-ER delivering the gifts to
Michelle Santorelli
at Impact. Thanks
to all the wrappers
who helped make
this project so
much fun. ELKS
CARE,
ELKS
SHARE.

Looking forward to the Super Bowl! I know that Jan Trudeau is
working on some fun things to make the game a great and fun
event for all that come. You don't miss out on the fun, food and
oh yea,the game!!
Take care,
paul

Lodge of Sorrow
Jeffery Perry

Just around the
corner in February,
we will be having
another
“stuff-abag”
project.
Please put this on
your radar and I
will post more information as it becomes available.

Birthdate: September 19, 1957
Initiated: November 10, 2016
Passed away: December 6, 2019
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VETERANS COMMITTEE

SECRETARY’S CORNER

By Robert Kielsa PER / Belinda Waller

By Robin Danielson PER

Was that guy in the red suit good to all? I hope
all you good Elks out there had a very Merry
Christmas and a Happy and Safe bringing in
of the New Year.

I’m happy to report that since
April 1st, and with the help of
many Elks, we have delivered
$53,542 in material and financial donations for our local veterans. Travelers, don’t forget
the small toiletries from your
motels/hotels. Our next collection is on Wednesday, January

I forgot to mention in last month’s newsletter
article, but not to worry there is still time. A
former member can reinstate and get back on
the rolls for only $1.00 (plus any pro-rated
dues) in the months of December and January. If any of our
members know of a former member that would like to reinstate,
now would be a good time. I would be glad to assist at any time
to get a former member back.

8th at 1 PM on the patio.
Thank you to all our members who contributed Christmas presents for
our veterans staying in the Veterans Hospital . Betty and Lee Cook,
thank you for delivering our gifts to our hospitalized veterans!

FYI I am a little over a month away from sending out the letters
for your new membership dues for the 2020-2021 Lodge year.
You will notice a $2.00 increase for Grand Lodge Assesments.
This is not an increase of our dues. This and any State (not
sure on that one yet) increases will be spelled out for you on the
statement. These letters will be in your mail box by the middle of
February.

The green barrel in the lounge is for any donations you wish to make
for either the homeless vets or for our HUD - VASH vets who have
transitioned into some sort of housing. Homeless vets need shirts,
socks, underwear, jackets and back packs. HUD - VASH vets need
toilet paper, laundry and dish soap, paper towels, washcloths, trash
bags, mops/brooms and floor cleaner. Bigger items may be placed in
the POD in the parking lot, which is always unlocked for any contribution you wish to make.

Lodge Stats
Membership 559
Initiated
38
Affiliated
12
Reinstated
4
Average age 70.86
Transferred Out 7
Deaths
5
Delinquents
31
Applications in progress

As I mentioned previously, we are expanding our veterans committee
to provide better coverage for our local veterans needs. So I’m asking
all Catalina Mountain Elks wishing to volunteer as a Veterans Support
Coordinator for one of the following areas to contact me. There is no
financial cost to you, only your time to coordinate an event.
Blind Veterans
Fisher House
HUD - VASH
Please email me at BobKielsa@gmail.com or call me at 520-8250240 for more information. This new structure will allow each team to
set their own schedule and amount of time they wish to spend on their
area. Even snow birds could work within this structure if they wish.
To the right is a photo of Belinda and me with Bob Yaquinto unloading the donation they made to our homeless veterans. Bob and Diane
donated 100 T -Shirts, 270 Pairs of Socks and 80 Underwear for our
veterans!

**CALLING ALL VETERANS**
Our Lodge has received the Spotlight Grant
which has been designated to support The Tucson Annual Homeless Veteran Stand Down event
held mid March. We will be donating and handing out backpacks with personal hygiene items
and much needed clothing. We are asking that
our Lodge’s Veterans support this event and volunteer to be a part of this special program.
Please call the Coordinator, Dan Bradshaw, at
520-404-2042
or
email
him
at
bikers@fairlinks.com.
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2019 Catalina Mountain Elks Lodge 2815
Membership Satisfaction Survey Results
By Bob Kielsa

PER ASSOCIATION
By Robert Kielsa PER

A big thank you to all our members who have
helped our lodge by playing the Queen of Hearts.
Please join us for our Friday night get together
and cheering for our weekly winners. Our total
pot is pushing $7,000 right now!

For all our members who have not participated, or not read the
lodge survey results, they have been made available on our
website. If you go to elks2815.org you will see the complete
two part report. Part One is the 4 page Summary of the total
survey; Part Two is the six pages of the Verbatim Written Responses. Part Two is broken down by “W” Women, “M” Men
and age groups 21 to 35, 36 to 50, 51 to 66 and 67 and over.

The PER’s discussed the need to plan for our 20th
anniversary celebration next October, the possibility of obtaining an Elroy costume, the lodge satisfaction
survey results, investigation into a Foster Care issue and the
use of a new banner we received from national headquarters.

The report has one of the most positive outcomes I have ever
seen in a survey. There are a number of suggestions which fall
in the House Committee’s area of responsibility. Two suggestions belong to the Exalted Ruler and the largest number of
comments/suggestions are for the Board of Directors.

We voted to cover the costs of sending a group of 75 special
needs children and Special Olympians with their caretakers to
see the new Star Wars movie on January 6th.

All responsible managing bodies of the lodge have received
copies of both parts of the survey.

Monty Derting informed us that his Exalted Ruler initiation
will take place on Saturday, March 28th at 12 noon.

January Birthdays
01, Denise Sandoval. Paul Schmidt, Philp Siensky, 03
Joseph Frank. 04 Stephen Dennison, William Frahm,
John Wohmer, 05 Edward Clarke, Cayetano Ronquillo,
07 Frank Fenton, Lanny Larson, Keith Pierpont, Ronald
Williams, 09 John Nanosky, 10 Sergio Salazar, 12
Ronald Anderson, 13 Nick Giordano, James Wagner, 14
Ralph Haberski, 16 David Brunk, 17 Lamont
McConnell, 18 Cheryl Anderson, Larry Nelson, 19 Albert Peterson, Dustin Roberts, 21 Walter Saczawa,
Charles West, Bob Willing, 22 James Powers, 25 Jorden
Grimm, Justin Grimm, Katherine Starjnski, William
Wylie, 26 Hilary Ring, 27 Patrice Ross, Andrea Snyder,
29 John Hunsperger, Raymond Martinez, 30 Lisa Marie
Jelderks, Joseph Willis.

(l to r) Chairwoman Joyce Garcia, Mrs. Claus,
ER Gloria Cisneros and Santa himself.
Taken at the lodge party following the “Clothe a Child”
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NEW MEMBERS

JANUARY. WED. NIGHT DINNER MENU
Jan.1st

Happy New Year, NO DINNER

Jan. 8th

Enchilidas

Jan. 15th

Buffet of Soup, Chili

Jan. 22nd

Meatloaf with Buttered Noodles

Jan. 29th

Chicken Pot Pies

AT THE BEGINNING OF EVERY MONTH WE WILL DRAW A
NAME FROM OUR MEMBERSHIP LIST FOR EVERY WEDNESDAY IN THE MONTH FOR A FREE DINNER. CHECK IT OUT.

Jan. 1st

C’mon Down For Your Free Dinner
In January
Happy New Year, NO DINNER

Jan. 8th

Ken Robinson

Jan. 15th

Ameit Doyle

Jan. 22nd

Alane Asp

Jan. 29th

Richard Esparza

L-R: Maurice Bradford, Mike Munich, Kathy Hernandez,
Randy Gaston

Volunteers filling bags for Thanksgiving
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"Your Breakfast and Lunch Destination!"
10550 N. La Canada Dr. Oro Valley, AZ 85737

   
,    
    

(520)797-1106

CATALINA LOCATION

  -  
 
- 
BODY SHOP

16639 N. Oracle Rd. Tucson, AZ 85739
(520)818-7882

Hours:
~Mon- Thurs: 6:00am-2:00pm
~Friday: 6:00am-8:00pm
(Open for Friday Night Dinner)
~Sat-Sun: 6:00am-2:00pm

   818-FORD (3673)
www.oracleford.com

ORACLE FORD
3950 W. State Highway 77
Oracle, AZ 85623-7001

Friday Night Dinner Favorites:
Fried Fish, Pot Pie, BBQ Ribs

Michael W. Lang, DDS PC
12480 N. Rancho Vistoso Blvd. Ste. 150
Oro Valley, AZ 85755
HEALTHY TEETH & GUMS FOR LIFE
Call Now for an appointment.
520-825-1200

Loren The Locksmith
Homes, Cars, Stores, Recreation Vehicles
Residential and Commercial

Loren McLaughin
NO JOB TOO SMALL, NO JOB TO BIG

NEW PATIENT OFFER $49.00
Receive a complete exam and all necessary x-rays.
Original price was $256.00.
Please present this Ad at time of appointment

Keys Made, Locks Re-Keyed, Deadbolts Installed

Certified
520-279-9618
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CATALINA MOUNTAIN SPONSORS KIDS SHOPPING SPREE
By Pat Cox
Christmas came early for students from Roadrunner Elementary School in the Marana Unified School District. On Saturday, December 7, thirtyfive students had the unique opportunity to be treated to a shopping spree and holiday luncheon sponsored by Catalina Mountain Elks Lodge
#2815.
Lodge members and community volunteers greeted the students, grades K-6, and personally assisted each child with their clothing and shoe purchases at Oro Valley Marketplace Walmart Supercenter. The students were allowed to spend $140 each.
Following the shopping spree, students attended a holiday luncheon party at the Lodge. After the luncheon, students were visited by Santa and
Mrs. Claus, who arrived in a Golder Ranch Fire District fire truck. Each child received a toy from Santa and a stocking full of school supplies and
snacks.
Chairperson Joyce Garcia said, “This is the thirteenth year our Lodge has hosted this wonderful event for Roadrunner students, and it is one of our
favorite times of the year.”

