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Exalted Ruler’s Message - Alane Asp 

It is amazing, the 
Lodge year is half over 
already. Time is flying 
and we are busy with 
many great Elk 
activities. 

On September 25th, 
we hosted the Soccer Shoot. Lisa 
Chavez, Youth Activities Chair, did a 
fantastic job under tough 
circumstances. We had about 
20 volunteers set up, score, cook, 
serve hot dogs, as well as tear 
everything down. A total of 22 kids 
participated. Bob Burns, District 
Soccer Chair, was also there to help 
and cheer the kids on. 
Unfortunately, none of our winners 
were able to attend the District 
Shoot on October 10th. Steve and I 
went and saw some great shooting. 
If you’ve never been to a shoot, 
think about it next year. 

On October 30th, the lodge hosted 
Night Under the Stars and Vice 
President Roy Haddick and his wife 
Marsha joined us. Unfortunately, 
the Bugle went to press before the 
event. Pictures will be included next 
month. 

On October 14th, Kathy Hernandez 
was installed as the lodge 
Treasurer. Before retiring, she 
worked for Honeywell in Finance/
Accounting. She has been assisting 

in the office since mid-July and is 
catching on quickly. Her primary 
workday will be Tuesdays. All 
vouchers in-house at the close of 
business on Mondays will be 
processed on Tuesdays. Please stop 
by and welcome her. 

A vacation to Myrtle Beach, SC, was 
inadvertently scheduled during the 
Arizona Elks Mid-Year Convention. I 
always enjoy seeing fellow Elks from 
around the state and learning all 
about what our state association is 
doing, but spent time this year with 
Steve and his son Eric. Leading 
Knight Monty Derting attended the 
convention and will have a brief 
update in his article. 

Last month, the Lodge approved 
spending $10,000 on improvements 
to the exterior and interior of the 
Lodge. To date, painting has been 
completed. A new roof for the front 
portico is ordered and will be 
installed soon. New signage is still in 
the planning stages. Our funds are 
going to be stretched further than 
originally anticipated. Joyce Abbott, 
Al Abbott, and Beverly Black each 
donated $1,000 to the project. The 
PERA has also donated $3,000 
toward the purchase of an Elk, 
which will be installed in early  
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LODGE MEETINGS 

Meetings start at 7:00 pm on the 
2nd and 4th Thursdays monthly,  

with one meeting in July and August  
on the 4th Thursday, and one 

in December on the 2nd Thursday  
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Greetings fellow Elks.  I hope all are well 
and looking forward to Thanksgiving.  I 
can’t believe it’s almost here already! 

 Deborah and I attended the AEA State 
Mid-Year Convention and had a 
wonderful time.  It was fun meeting and 
chatting with some of our fellow Elks from 

around the State.   

Some interesting and awesome facts I got from the 
meeting:  the AEMP for the State was able to present a 
check to the Steele Children’s Research Center, here in 
Tucson, to the tune of $225,000.  This met the 5-year 
goal of $1,000,000!!!   I was privileged to present a check 
from our Lodge in the amount of $4,091.25, bringing our 
total contributions to the AEMP to well over 
$8,000!!!  Well done Catalina Mountain! 

For the Elks National Foundation, our State ranks 3rd in 
the country for contributions to the ENF! 

For those of you who don’t know, thanks to our 
illustrious Grant Writer PDDGER Jack Baillargeon who is 
responsible for our Lodge obtaining those great 
$$checks which we donated to Impact, the Veterans, 
Scholarships, etc. I was told from sources that for every 
$1 donated we will receive $2 to $6 in return.  That’s a 
huge return, so please think about contributing a few 
bucks to the ENF. 

There’s much more, but I have to move on. 

As the “presumptive” Exalted Ruler for the 2022/23 
year, I have been working on setting up our Officers and 
Committee Chairs for next year.  So far, things seem to 
be falling into place, but as we all know everything is 
subject to change at a moment’s notice.  Anyone wishing 
to become more involved in our Lodge, to help out 
anywhere, please contact me. 

Our Bugle Editor/Publisher has specifically asked for 
volunteers to help with folding Bugles and getting them 
to the Post Office for mailing. Time and date is posted in 
the Lodge calendar and included inside the Bugle. 

Thank you all,  

Monty,  phone: (520) 784-1883 
mmderting@yahoo.com  

December. Once outdoor projects are completed, interior 
improvements will begin. Lecturing Knight Bonnie Mason 
has been the guiding force and has done a terrific job. 

Our own Mud Girls (Gloria Cisneros, Marie Starjnski, 
Deanne Emmons, Vicky Harpold, Mandy Wittenborn and 
Mandy’s friend Becca Rossi) set out to raise $1,500 for the 
Veterans Fund. As of October 14th, nearly $2,500 has 
been raised.  I was amazed to learn the Mud Girls raised 
$280 auctioning three pies. Thank you girls for running the 
mud obstacle course and thank you members for 
supporting them. A final fundraising tally will be included 
next month; these funds will help our Veterans Committee 
do more things for the Veterans like supporting the 
Homeless Program at the VA. On October 5th, two social 
workers at the VA Homeless Program accepted about 
$1,400 worth of food and new clothing for the program. It 
was wonderful for Steve and me to hear how excited they 
were. Steve and I are becoming good at delivering items 
for our Veterans. We also delivered more than $500 worth 
of underwear and socks for Veterans to the Mid-Year 
Convention in Tempe. 

November 11th is Veterans Day. The Veterans Committee 
will be hosting a complimentary breakfast for all Veterans 
and guests from 8:30 to 9:30 am, and our officers will be 
performing the Veterans Day Ceremony at 10:00 am. Flags 
will also be raised at 7:00 am and lowered/folded at 5:00 
pm; volunteers are always appreciated. Non-Veterans may 
join us for breakfast for a donation. 

We have many social activities in the works, with many 
Saturdays having multiple activities. On Sundays, the 
Lounge has food and NFL Football—courtesy of the NFL 
Football package provided by the PERA. Please check the 
calendar, flyers in the lodge, and the website for a 
complete run-down as all events do not make it into the 
Bugle. Wednesday night dinners are also posted on the 
Calendar and on the website (www.elks2815.org).  

Leading Knight - Monty Derting Exalted Ruler’s Message (continued) 
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Secretary’s Corner - Mimi Wittenborn 
 

Hello from the Secretary’s desk.   

First, I want to say a big THANK YOU to Jack B. 
for filling in for me while Larry and I were on 
vacation. We visited several Elks Lodges on 
our travels and met some great Elks.  But it’s 
always good to come home.  

I would also like to welcome Kathy Hernandez as our new 
Treasurer. I’m sure she will do a fantastic job. 

I will be back to my regular hours of Monday 9–1, Tuesday 
& Thursday 10–2. If you need to come in at another time, 
please give the office a call at 825-0893 to arrange.   

 

 

Lodge Stats Year-To-Date 

 Membership To-Date .......... 564 
 Candidates in Process .............. 8 
 Life Members ........................ 76 
 Delinquents ........................... 55 
 Average Age .......................... 70 
 Reinstated ............................... 4 

Something to think about: 

We forget that waking up each day is the  
first thing we should be grateful for. 
When you give joy to other people,  

you get more joy in return. 

Elks of the Month 

Once again, our lodge has Elks of the Month, not just one 
individual. This month charity has abounded at the Lodge! 
We received $1,000 donations from Joyce and Al Abbott, 
and Beverly Black. The PERA made more than $3,000 in 
donations—these funds came from the many members 
who play the Queen of Hearts. Our Mud Girls (Gloria 
Cisneros, Marie Starjnski, Deanne Emmons, Vicky 
Harpold, Mandy Wittenborn and Mandy’s friend Becca 
Rossi) decided to do a 3-mile race with 17 obstacles in the 
mud  to raise money for our Veterans. The financial 
support our members have given them is phenomenal! 
Every member who has donated is an Elk of the Month. 
We had about 20 members and friends led by Lisa Chavez 

donate their time to make our Soccer Shoot successful; 
they are all Elks of the Month. Bob Kielsa and Belinda 
Waller who did a tremendous amount of shopping for 
Veterans in need are both Elks of the Month. Anyone who 
has donated clothing and other items in our Pod are Elks of 
the Month. Gail Baillargeon, Betty Cook, and Christine 
Sullivan donated Social Welfare raffle items for the AEA 
Convention and are Elks of the Month. Members who 
donate empty cans are Elks of the Month. Our kitchen 
volunteers for Wednesday and Friday nights are all Elks of 
the Month. Charity and Volunteerism are Alive and Well at 
the Catalina Mountain Elks Lodge.  

Joyce Garcia - Clothe-A-Child Coordinator 
 

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING SPREE 

 “We’re back”!!! 

Yes, we will be escorting children shopping for 
clothes again this December 11th and will 
be meeting at the Wal-Mart Garden 

Department at 8:30 am. 

There will be a few changes this year due to the schools 
COVID precautions.  They are:  

• All escorts MUST wear masks, as the children are under 
12 years of age and, thus, cannot be vaccinated.  

 

• There will be no party at the lodge after shopping. The 
children will get on the bus and eat a snack while going 
back to the school for lunch.  

Please remember, the most important thing is that the 
children have a day they will never forget! 

Hopefully, next year, we will be back to normal and back 
on schedule with all the fun stuff.  

I want to personally thank our members for supporting 
this event and the few changes that will occur this 
year.  It’s going to be a FUN day no matter what!!  

Any questions, contact me, Joyce Garcia, at (520) 471-5265. 
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House Committee - Paul Slater 

Howdy!   

Finally, the weather has started to cool down, 
and the rains have stopped. 

Please note that the Lodge will open at 11:00 
am on Sundays, given the time change.  So, 
please, don’t show up at 10:00 am and expect 
Marie to be open. 

This month’s shoutout goes to Kathy Mikitish.  The past 
couple of weeks have been a challenge. Our other Bar 
Stewards are taking well-deserved vacations or taking care 
of some medical issues. Kathy was awesome and stepped 
up to cover all the shifts.  I cannot thank Kathy enough, as 
well as the rest of the team, for their dedication and hard 
work to make our Lodge special. 

Last month I mentioned the Mud Girls (Marie, Mandy, 
Vicki, DeeAnn, and Tracy) and their attempt to raise 
$1,500 for the Veterans.  Well, at last count, they have  

already raised more than $2,400!!  They are having one 
more fundraiser, and this is going to be HUGE.  On  
November 29th, they will be live-auctioning a Foursome at 
the Ritz Carlton at Dove Mountain.  This has a value of 
approximately $800.  So make sure you bring your 
checkbook on Friday the 29th!  Please consider supporting 
them since this is for a great cause, our Veterans! 

I mentioned looking for new members for the House 
Committee.  I want to welcome our newest member, Pat 
Rourke!!  Please consider joining, or at least coming to one 
of our meetings, which are open to all members.  We meet 
on the first Thursday of the month at 4:30 pm. I Hope to 
see some new faces in the upcoming months! 

As always, if you have questions or concerns, you can 
always reach out to me via email at:
(pslates1987@gmail.com) or phone (520) 268-2375) 

Take care, 
paul 

Veterans Committee - Bob Kielsa, PER & Belinda Waller 

I’m again very happy to report our Veterans 
donations, as of 10/21/21, total $83,397 for 
our Lodge year! Thank you to all of our 
members who have donated clothing, new 
and used, as well as money to help our 
Veterans!  

As a reminder, the Pod in the parking lot is always 
unlocked and your men’s and women’s clothing is always 
welcome. The new Veterans services we use for our 
donations also accepts new toiletries and unopened home 
cleaning supplies. The donations we make may be used by 
Homeless Veterans or Veteran families transitioning into 
housing. 

As our season changes to cooler temperatures, our 
Homeless Vets will need warmer clothes. Sweatshirts, 
jackets, or heavy shirts that you can donate would be very 
helpful. Because of the COVID19 protocol instituted at the 
Veterans campus, only new clothes will be accepted. 
However, I have found a second Veterans organization  
that will take used clothing. So, if you wish to donate new 
clothing, please make sure the bag is identified as such 
and drop it off in the green barrel in the Lounge. 

I just want to remind you that our Lodge has 
two new programs designed to support our 
military and Veterans.  

The first program is Recycle Cell Phones for 
our troops. Since 2004, this organization has 
recycled more than 30 million devices, and 
have provided more than 400 million free minutes by 
sending more than 5 million calling cards to our service 
personnel overseas. 

You can donate by dropping your used cell phones at the 
Lodge or providing cash or a check (made out to Catalina 
Mountain Elks Lodge #2815 “Veterans phones”). Place in 
an envelope marked Veterans Committee in the Cell 
Phone box in the Lounge, or the money donation jar on 
the bar. Calling cards may be donated the same way. 

Our second program is through an organization called 
Intrepid Hospice. They are looking for volunteers willing to 
spend 30 to 45 minutes with those who have a short time 
left here on earth. One of the worst fears everyone 
experiences during this dying process is dying alone. You 
can make a difference.  (continued on page 6) 
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(from page 5) 

Veterans are welcome! You know what’s in the heart of 
those who have served our country and have seen others 
give their lives in this service. If you would like more 
information, or to sign up, please give Lee Swengel, 
Intrepid House Chaplain a call at 682-777-5559. 

Again, a big thank you to all of our members who have 
contributed money to our Veterans. With that money we 
are able to buy gift cards (for snacks at meetings), 

toiletries, clothing, cleaning supplies, coffee, snacks and 
canned food for the homeless to eat. 
 

Come join us for our Veterans Day Celebration on 
Thursday, November 11th. As we normally do, we will 
raise our flags at 7:00 am.  Then, from 8:30 to 9:30 am, 
there will be a free breakfast for Veterans and their guests. 
At 10:00 am, we will have a Veterans Day Ceremony, and 
at 5:00 pm, we will take the flags down. Please join us for 
eggs, biscuits & gravy and the fellowship of other Veterans 
at our Lodge! 

Veterans Committee (continued) 

LODGE ACTIVITIES 

Hello November!  We’ve got some fun 
activities you might enjoy this month.  
Bingo is scheduled for Saturday, November 
6th and, again, on Saturday, November 
20th.  The fun starts at 2:00 pm for both.  
Texas Hold ‘Em card games are on 
Saturday, November 13th and on Saturday, 

November 27th.  Please sign up in the Lounge so we know 
how many tables to set up.  We have a Dart Tournament 
happening every Saturday on the back patio at 5:00 pm .  
Come join in on the fun and try your luck.  On Sundays, the 
Lounge now opens at 11:00 am for football due to the 
time change—for them, not us!  Veterans Day is Thursday, 
November 11th.  We’re putting the flags up on Oracle 
Road at 7:00 am, and down at 5:00 pm.  For the first time 
at our Lodge, we’re having a Turkey Trot Hoedown!  There 
will be a square dance with a caller as well as a potluck.  
You don’t have to have any experience—simply come and 
join the fun.  The potluck is at 4:00 pm; dancing around 
5 :00 pm.   

And, we are going to try Taco Tuesday this month on the 
2nd.  For now it will be once a month and we’ll see how it 
goes.   

Two events happened last month after press time.  We will 
share photos and memories in the next issue from our 
Night Under the Stars event and also our fun Halloween 
Sunday Funday.   

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

There are a couple of community projects on the horizon.  
First, we need volunteers for the “Stuff a Box” for 
Thanksgiving.  This is an Impact of Southern Arizona food 
bank project that we have been a large part of for many 
years.  We help assemble food bags for our less fortunate 
neighbors.  It will be held on Sunday, November 21st. The 
time and location TBD. Please check with me or see the 
flyer in the Lounge for further details.   Please come and 
give a helping hand for this fun and rewarding project.   

AND, believe it or not, Christmas is just around the corner.  
I am asking for monetary donations for the “Adopt a Child” 
program.  This project is for our local kids and is 
coordinated through Impact of Southern Arizona food 
bank.  We get to spend $70.00 per child for clothing, toys, 
and art supplies.  This project is in addition to the “Clothe 
a Child” event that Joyce Garcia is in charge of.  Please 
consider donating to one or both of these programs.  We 
can really make a difference and make lots of kids happy 
this Christmas.  You can write a check to Catalina Mt. Elks 
and write “Adopt A Child” in the memo line.  Thank you in 
advance.  

Lodge Activities - Jan Trudeau 



Past Exalted Ruler Association - Steve Asp, PERA President 

Recently, Arizona Elks Association First 
Gentleman Tim McKean asked for donations 
of new underwear and 
socks for Homeless Vets, 
plus $10 and $5 
denomination gift cards 
to be given to the older 
patients at the Steele 

Children’s Research Center.  He 
requested these items be brought to 
the Mid-Year Convention in October.  
After the Veterans Committee stepped 
up, I delivered to the convention three 
large boxes of new socks and under-
wear, plus $300 in Target gift cards that 
the PERA purchased (see below). 

When we first started the Queen of Hearts game, the PERA 
established that we had to use a percentage of our profit 
from sales for charitable donations.  We also indicated 
that a percentage could also be used for Lodge necessities 
and/or improvement.  As reported earlier, the Lodge has 
committed a sum of money for Lodge improvements.  The 

PERA has committed an additional $3,000 to that fund to 
provide an Elk statue to be displayed in front of our 

building. Look for it in early December. 

There is a team of ladies, who I’m sure 
you will read about later, who call 
themselves  the “Mud Girls.”  They are 
participating in a muddy obstacle 
course in an effort to raise money for 
the Veterans Committee.  To date, they 
have exceeded their $1,500 goal, but 
they would appreciate more.  The 
PERA has promised to donate $200 to 
their cause. 

Once again, the Queen of Hearts game 

on Friday nights is proving to be quite 

fun.  We have had several small winners this month with 

$50 cards chosen, but we also had one of the Aces chosen, 

in which the winner received 10% of the pot.  That Ace got 

the lucky winner a check for more than $700.  As of this 

writing, the pot is still over $8,000, and there are three 

more Aces plus the Queen still remaining.  Come join us on 

Friday evening! 
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This picture is all the socks and underwear collected for the Vets at the Mid-Year Convention. 
The cardboard boxes are Lodge donations—over $500! 
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Veterans Day Celebration 

Thursday, November 11, 2021 

Presented by Catalina Mountain Elks Lodge #2815 

Veterans Committee and Lodge Officers 

• 7:00 am Flags Raised 

• 8:30—9:00 am Free Breakfast for Veterans and a Guest 

• 10:00 am Veterans Day Ceremony 

• 5:00 pm Flags Lowered and Folded 

Soccer Shoot (September 25) -  Lisa Chavez Chairman 
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 Wednesday Dinner Menu 

Nov 3rd 
Rice Crispy Baked Chicken 
Mshed Potatoes & Gravy 
Corn 
Corn Chowder 
Candy Crunch Pudding Pie 
 
Nov 10th 
Beef Bourguignon w/
Noodles 
Creamed Spinach 
Broccoli Cheese Soup 
Pineapple Upside Down  
Cake 

Nov 17th 
Pork Tenderloin w/Bourbon 
Sauce 
Roasted Potatoes 
Broccoli Casserole 
Split Pea Soup 
Banana Cream Cheesecake 
 
 
____ 
Menus by 
Marie Starjnski 
 
 

 Our Poet Laureate - Jim Cox 

 

November 
 

Some will vote  
on Election Day. 

 
Few may miss  

Daylight Savings Time. 
 

Veteran’s Day  
is not for play, 

Who fought for us  
we hold sublime.  

 
Thanksgiving Day  
we laud the favors  

we received from God. 

November Birthdays 

02 Joshua Kern 
03 Linda Griggs 
03 Patrica Jones 
03 Albert Melvin 
04 Micheal Burk 
05 Michael Gusan 
06 Gail Markwell 
06 William Nagel 
07 Dennis Donohue 
07 Frank Navarrete 
09 Robert Marshall 
09 Corrine  Peterson 
11 Charles Cowan 
11 James Whalen 
12 Robert Tibor 
12 Rebecca Wilson 
13 Ronald McCracken 
14 Charles Miller 
14 Frank Wiggins 
18 Gary Farnsworth 

19 Frank Fieldhouse 
19 Rory O'Farrell 
20 Aldo Burdi 
20 James Perkins 
21 Luke Omstead 
23 James Ball 
23 Thomas Redd 
24 Sigfrid Danielson 
24 Daniel McGregor 
24 Robert Portelle 
25 Gerald Jones 
25 Edward Metzler 
25 Erle Slagle 
25 Ronald Williams 
25 Lawrence  Wirth 
26 James Carney 
27 Danny Howells 
27 Susan Stahl 
27 Larry Trautman 
30 Dale Fischer 

 

Birthday Humor 

I believe my house is haunted.  

Every time I look in my mirror,  

a crazy old person stands in front  

so I can’t see my reflection.  

— Unknown 
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Barber 
16156 N Oracle Rd, Catalina AZ 85739 

Clarkjoseph26@yahoo.com 

520-610-8011 
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3950 W State Highway 77 
Oracle, AZ 85623-7001 

Call (520) 818-FORD (3673) 

www.oracleford.com 

★ Full Service Ford Dealership: 

 •  Sales  

 •  Service 

•  Body Shop 

•  Parts 

 

★ Best Out-the-Door Prices on  
New and Used Vehicles 

★ No City Sales Tax! 

Oracle Ford Supports the Elks! 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

November 

  6 Golf Tournament, 7am 

    Registration, 7am 
         Shotgun Start, 8am 

 6 Dart Tournament, 5pm 

 11 Veterans Day Breakfast, 8 am 

 11 Veterans Day Ceremony, 10 pm 

 13 Turkey Trot Hoedown, 5pm 

 20 Dart Tournament, 5pm  

 27 Dart Tournament, 5pm  
 

December 

 5 Elk’s Memorial Service, 11a

Please join the Catalina Mountain Elks Lodge Officers in 
celebrating the lives of those who have gone before us. 

This is the time to remember our vow that, 

Elks are never forgotten, never forsaken 

Sunday, December 5, 11:00 am 
Refreshments to follow 

Catalina Mountain Elks Lodge #2518 
16045 N Oracle Road, Tucson, AZ  

Thinking of our Brothers and Sisters who have passed 
into the Hands of God. You are loved. You are missed.  

To our absent members. 

Welcome Members, Family and Friends 


