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Office Hours 
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LODGE MEETINGS 
Meetings start at 7:00 pm on the 
2nd and 4th Thursdays monthly,  

with one meeting in July and August  
on the 4th Thursday, and one 

in December on the 2nd Thursday  

appy Fall, 
everyone! We 
made it through 

another Arizona 
summer, and the  
Monsoon certainly did 

not disappoint this year! As we head 
into fall, there is a lot happening at 
the lodge, and I hope everyone will 
take some time to stop by, get 
involved, and enjoy the fellowship 
that makes our lodge so special. I 
want to mention membership once 
again. We really need to try to bring 
our delinquent members back to the 
lodge. If you sponsored someone 
who has not renewed their 
membership, please reach out to 
them. Take a moment to talk with 
them and find out why they did not 
renew. Maybe something happened, 
or perhaps there is something we 
could be doing better. Most 
importantly, let them know that 
they are missed and that we would 
love to have them back. I am also 
super excited because FOOTBALL IS 
BACK! That was the longest seven 
months! It almost feels like torture. 
We have the NFL package at the 
lodge, so you can be sure to watch 
your favorite team and enjoy the 
games with your fellow members. 
Food is always available during 
halftime of the first games for a $5 
donation. There is also a signup 
sheet at the lodge if you would like 
to bring food for one of the weeks. 

So put on your football gear, come 
on down, grab a seat, and root for 
your team! October is already 
shaping up to be another busy and 
exciting month. This first Saturday in 
October is our ’70s Party for Clothe-
a-Child. This should be a fun time, so 
come out and support this 
wonderful cause. Leslie Huerta and 
Cindy LaFaive, as well as Sewing it 
Forward, work extremely hard on 
this event, and your support is 
appreciated. On October 24, we will 
have our Veterans Game Day, 
featuring four different games: air 
rifles, cornhole, darts, and laser 
pistols. This is a fun event that also 
serves an important purpose,  
helping us support our homeless and 
paralyzed veterans. Come out, have 
some fun, and help us give back to 
those who have given so much. 
Then, on October 31 from 2 - 4 p.m., 
we will be having Trunk or Treat in 
the front parking lot. Bring the kids, 
decorate your trunks, and join us for 
some Halloween fun! We work hard 
together to support our veterans, 
children, and community, and there 
is so much to be proud of. Thank you 
to everyone who continues to give 
their time, energy, and support. I 
hope to see all of you at the lodge 
soon! 

Fraternally, 

Kim McIlonie, ER 

 

H 
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and Protective Order of Elks of the USA. The Bugle is published monthly to provide a ready means of communication 
within the Lodge. Contributions of interesting and pertinent reading material are welcome. Article deadline is the 20th 
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16045 N Oracle Rd, Tucson, AZ 85738. 

Catalina Mountain Arizona Elks Assn. Grand Lodge 
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eptember was another busy and 
rewarding month at Catalina 
Mountain Elks Lodge #2815, and 

once again it showed just how much we can 
accomplish when everyone comes together. 
Our Labor Day celebration was a big success! 

Thank you to everyone who helped with the burgers and 
brats, and a very special thank-you to John Cirelli and 
Jimmy Wall for doing the cooking. We also appreciate 
everyone who helped put the flags up bright and early in 
the morning and take them down at the end of the day. 
It takes many helping hands to make these events 
successful, and we truly appreciate everyone who 
pitched in. Patriot Day was another very special and 
rewarding experience. A special thank-you to Jan 
Trudeau for organizing everything, and to everyone who 
cooked and helped provide food for our firefighters. It 
was wonderful to have the opportunity to show our 
appreciation for the men and women who serve and 
protect our community. Sometimes something as simple 
as preparing and sharing a meal can mean so much. Our 
Friends of PACC Donation Event was a huge success! 
Thank you to all of the volunteers who helped make the 
event so successful and to everyone who donated. We 
received lots and lots of wonderful donations for our 
furry friends! It was great to see such an outpouring of 
support from our members and community. Every 
donation made a difference, and we are so grateful to 
everyone who helped. The AEMP Spaghetti Western was 
a wonderful event that supports a wonderful cause. A 
very special thank-you to Lisa Chavez for always putting 
so much into this event and making it such a success. 
Thank you as well to everyone who helped and 

supported this worthwhile cause. Now we are heading 
into another busy month at the Lodge. October 3 brings 
our Clothe a Child 70’s Party at 5 PM, which should be a 
fun evening while supporting another wonderful cause. 
We also have plenty of our regular activities throughout 
the month, including Queen of Hearts, Darts on the 
Patio, NFL football, Texas Hold’Em, Bunco, Trivia and 
Bingo. Be sure to mark your calendars for the Veterans 
Games on Saturday, October 24 at 10 AM. Supporting 
our veterans is an important part of what we do as Elks, 
and I hope we have a great turnout. Later in the month 
we also have Game Night on October 26 and Dinner and 
Music Bingo on October 28, so there are plenty of 
opportunities to come down, have some fun and support 
the Lodge.One of the things I enjoy most about being an 
Elk is seeing charity put into action. Charity doesn’t 
always have to be something big. Sometimes it is cooking 
a meal, carrying a flag, bringing in a donation for an 
animal in need, volunteering a few hours, or simply 
showing up when someone needs help. All of those little 
things add up, and they are what make our Lodge and 
our community so special. Thank you to all of our 
members and volunteers for your continued generosity, 
your time, and everything you do for Catalina Mountain 
Elks Lodge #2815 and our community. I hope to see 
everyone around the Lodge in October! 

Together, we really do make a difference. 

Fraternally, 

Lisa Hensley 

Leading Knight  

rom the Secretary’s desk :I don’t know 
about you but I’m ready for fall and 
cooler weather. September has been a 

busy month with new game nights, fun 
fundraisers and several new members. I want 
to welcome our new members. And October 
appears to be busy as well. A lot of fun events 

coming up, don’t miss out. So now comes my usual “nag”! 
We still have 56 delinquents, which is unacceptable. I hate 
that you will miss out on so many events. Please get those 
dues in or let me know why you decided not to continue as 
an Elk. If there is a problem, we need to know about it so 

we can work to correct it. Thank you to those of you who 
have gotten your event reporting forms in to me in a timely 
manner. I appreciate it.  

LODGE STATS YEAR-TO-DATE 

 Membership to Date ............... 620 
 Candidates: ................................ 13
 Delinquents .............................   56
 Life Members ..........................   47 
 Average Age .......................   70.53 

Leading Knight - Lisa Hensley 

Secretary’s Corner - Mimi Wittenborn 

F 

S 
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Our September workshop was attended by 22 ladies, three of which were new to our group. The sewing machines 
were busy throughout the room, while others stuffed treat bags and wrote out cards. We continue to create great 
things for the veterans and the hospital kids at the Steele Center. Everyone enjoyed the lunch from Rudy’s BBQ. We 
were able to deliver 18 pillowcases, 84 Halloween cards, 64 treat bags and some baby items to the Steele Center. We 
also delivered 10 wheelchair bags, 8 walker bags, 1 dignity bib and 68 “Thinking of You” cards to the Arizona State 
Home for Veterans. Be sure to add the following dates to your calendars (second Monday of each month) – October 12 
th , November 16 th and December 14 th .You can help us with donations to fill Halloween treat bags (fruit snacks, 
cookies, pretzels, juice boxes – and even treat size candies). If you want to think ahead to Christmas for Steele kids, we 
can use Barbie dols, toy cars &amp; trucks and kids pj’s, books, coloring books and socks. We will be filling vinyl Christ-
mas bags that can be used anytime. Looking forward to seeing you all next month!  

Teen Morgan, Chairman 

Happy Fall my Fellow Elk’s! 

First off, a sincere “Thank you” to those that have participated and donated already to this great cause in anyway. If 
you attended our 70’s bash, we hope you had as much fun as we did!! Your generosity is greatly appreciated and we 
wouldn’t be able to have the Children’s Clothe a Child signature event twice a year without YOU!! I believe this is our 
26 th year doing so – because this is what Elks do!! I would like you to know Cindy, my co-Chairperson, and I continue 
to plan for the Christmas Clothe a Child event. The big day will be Saturday, December 5, 2026, supporting 26 under-
privileged Roadrunner Elementary school children. If you haven’t attended this event, you should, it truly brings smiles 
on everyone and gets you in the Christmas spirit by certainly humbling and warming your heart!! As you know, we 
need lots of Volunteers that day for shopping with each child and helping with the pizza party afterwards in the lodge 
for a couple of hours. You will find our marketing flyer and sign-up sheet in the lodge. Feel free to sign up there, call or 
email us. Thanks very much, 

Leslie Huerta, 520-484-0516, Lalh85741@yahoo.com   Cindy Lefaive, 520-909-3731, Cindydd45@msn.com 

Clothe A Child 



The Catalina Mountain Elk Bugle - October — 2026 Page 5 

Past Exalted Ruler Association - Paul Slater, PERA President and PACC Update 

owdy!  Well, the Queen continues 

to elude us on Friday’s! Nice to see 
the jackpot grow that will make 

someone VERY happy when they find the 
Queen of Hearts! We continue to work on 
the details for our Mortgage Burn Down 

Party. This is such an amazing accomplishment that 
would not have been possible without the support of 
every one of you, our amazing members! We will have 
more information available soon, so keep an eye out for 
the flyers posted in the lounge and email blasts. We are 
planning special recognition of our Charter members as 
well as hosting the current AZ Elks State President Frank 
Busso and his lovely lady, Angela during the event. A 
friendly reminder that you must have a valid   
membership card (paid your dues) and PLEASE make sure 
that your name is legible, and there is a phone number 
on each ticket. I did notice that my first time selling, 
there were a few tickets with just a name. If a ticket 
without a number is picked, it will be discarded, and 
another “properly filled out” ticket will be selected. 

 

ACC Update For the last decade, donations 

to Friends of Pima Animal Care Center have fueled 

innovative animal lifesaving programs, providing care and 

hope for countless animals and pet-loving families. This 

local nonprofit organization has helped more than 75,000 

families with veterinary care, behavioral support, 

supplies, and pet-friendly guidance  A huge thank you to 

everyone that contributed to our PACC Donation Event.  

Kathleen, Pam, Debra, John, and Jimmy did an amazing 

job in coordinating our inaugural event.  The generosity 

was overwhelming.  The team raised $1560 in cash that 

bought Debra’s handmade animal jewelry, the bake 

goods that everyone made (Marie, you outdid yourself 

again!), and of course the fun Wheel of Fortune. In 

addition to the cash there was at least $2-3000.  All of 

this will be brought directly to PACC to support that good 

work that they do here in Pima County As always, please  

e our “Doggie Bank” located in the bar to donate. Thank 

you in advance.  YTD Donations: $2968.00 

H P 

H 
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Lodge and Community Activities - Jan Trudeau  

ODGE ACTIVITIES  

Hey, it’s October and we have some 
fun activities for you to participate in. 

First up is our Clothe a Child 70’s themed party 
on Saturday October 3 rd . The fun starts at 5 
PM. Tickets are only $25.00 per person and all 

the proceeds benefit the Clothe a child event. There’s a DJ, 
classic 70’s food and raffle baskets. So, grab those bell 
bottoms and a tie-dyed shirt and join the fun. Bingo is on 
Saturday October 10 th and again on the 17 th . Games 
begin at 1 PM. The Veterans game day is on Saturday the 
24 th . It al starts at 10:00 AM. There will be a potluck, lots 
of games like corn hole, air rifle, laser pistols and darts. It’s 
only $20.00 to join in and the proceeds go to the veterans 
fund. Texas Hold ‘Em card games are on Sunday the 4 th 
and again on the 18 th . The games start at 11 AM. Football 
is every Sunday starting at 10:00. Come watch your favor-
ite team. There is food available for purchase. Don’t forget 
our new Monday game nights. We have Bunco on Monday 
the 12 th , and a general game night on the 26 th .The fun 
begins at 5 PM. Wednesdays have Tacos and Trivia on the 
14 th , and the full dinner and music bingo on the 28 th . 
Please sign up for the dinner in advance. Check the calen-
dar for the other Wednesday’s offering. On Saturday Octo-
ber 31 st , we will have a “Trunk or Treat” event in the 
parking lot from 2-4 PM. Decorate your car and bring some 
treats to give away, and get into the Halloween spirit. It’s 
really fun!! 

 

OMMUNITY ACTIVITIES   

A huge Thank You to everyone who helped on Friday 

9/11/26. We delivered home cooked meals to the 10 

firehouses in the Golder Ranch fire district. We did this to 

honor our first responders for all they do every day, and 

to always remember and never forget those we lost on 

9/11/01. Don’t forget Christmas is just around the corner. I 

am looking for monetary donations for the Adopt a Family 

project. We “adopt” 20 kids form the local food bank and 

buy them clothes, toys and art supplies for Christmas. 

Please consider donating to this worthy charity.  

Thank you. 

L 

c 
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Inaugural Kid’d Day Event 

ELKS KIDS DAY - KICK • SHOOT • CREATE! 
Saturday, December 12, 2026 | Competition Begins at 9:00 AM 

This December, Catalina Mountain Elks is trying something new - and we need our Elks family to help us make it a suc-
cess! On Saturday, December 12, we will host our first-ever Elks Kids Day, a completely FREE community event de-
signed to bring local children and families to our Lodge for a morning of fun, competition, creativity and community. 
Kids Day will feature the Elks Soccer Shoot, Elks Hoop Shoot, Drug Awareness Poster Contest, face painting and plenty 
of fun. At 11:00 AM, we&#39;ll wrap up the competitions, announce our winners and enjoy a FREE lunch together. 
There is something for a wide range of ages. Our Soccer Shoot will welcome youngsters age 7 &amp; under through 
age 15, while the Hoop Shoot is open to children ages 8-13. The Drug Awareness Poster Contest is open to 3rd, 4th and 
5th graders, with this year&#39;s theme: &quot;A Healthy Me Is Drug Free&quot; But Kids Day isn&#39;t just for the 
kids who compete. We want this to be a morning when families come to the Lodge, have fun together and get to know 
the Elks. A successful Kids Day will take a Lodge full of helping hands. We will need volunteers to welcome families, 
help with registration, assist with the 
Soccer and Hoop Shoots, serve lunch, 
help with face painting, hand out 
awards, answer questions and simply 
make our guests feel welcome. You 
don&#39;t have to be an athlete to vol-
unteer! If you can smile, greet a family, 
carry a box, serve a hot dog, keep score 
or cheer for a child, we can use you. 
And please don&#39;t come alone! 
Bring your children. Bring your grand-
children. Bring your great- grandchil-
dren. Tell your neighbors, friends, 
church family and coworkers. Share the 
event with families you know and help 
us spread the word throughout our 
community. The Hoop Shoot and Soccer 
Shoot are about much more than mak-
ing baskets and kicking goals. They give 
young people an opportunity to chal-
lenge themselves, build confidence and 
experience good sportsmanship. Our 
Drug Awareness Program reinforces 
another important message - helping 
children understand that healthy 
choices can lead to a bright future. 
Most importantly, Kids Day gives us an 
opportunity to show local families who 
the Elks are and what we do for our 

community. HELP US MAKE OUR 
FIRST KIDS DAY A TRADITION! 

For information or to volunteer, contact 

Lisa Chavez at 520-609-2484. 
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Veterans Games and Mortgage Burning 

 

Elk Of The Month—October 

 

This month’s Elk of the Month is Gloria Cisneros. 

Gloria has been nothing short of a Godsend this year, and I cannot thank her enough for everything she has done for 

me, our Lodge, and our members. Gloria has stepped up time and time again to guide me, offer her knowledge, and 

make sure I had the support I needed. Her willingness to help has made more of a difference than she probably realiz-

es. Gloria has also gone above and beyond by filling in for officers at meetings and initiations whenever needed. She 

never seems to hesitate when there is a job that needs to be done. Most recently, she volunteered to serve as Esquire 

while Steve recovers from his surgery, once again demonstrating her commitment to our Lodge and her fellow Elks. 

Gloria embodies what Elkdom is all about. She gives her time, shares her experience, supports her fellow officers and 

members, and steps forward when she is needed most. I truly believe that if every Lodge had a Gloria, every lodge 

would be unstoppable. 
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happy to report Non Cash Donations 
total $66,839, our Cash Donations es-
calated to $6,109, and our Welcome 

Home Kits have reached a new high this early 
in the year to $20,483. All this work brings our 
total Veterans Donations to $93,431!  Heads 

up: our Veterans Game Day is set for Saturday, October 
24th 10 AM. We have four games set for your enjoyment 
with lots of food and a truck load of raffle items.  For Vet-
erans Game Day we look to our members to help with our 
raffle items. As in the past, members have decorated bas-
kets and donated gift certificates for our event. As you 
complete your raffle items, please place them in the small 
conference room for safe keeping. s we hit late Summer, 
our homeless veterans are in need of a number of things 
we can contribute that will help with their comfort and 
health. Canned food, like chili, soup, stew, tuna, chicken, 

spam, and fruit cups. Crackers, trail mix, beef jerky, indi-
vidual bags of chips/crackers/snacks, protein bars, cookies 
and canned fruit are helpful. Mouthwash in smaller 
bottles, toothpaste and brushes, lip balm, sunscreen and 

hats are needed as well. Backpacks, small amount gift 
cards ($10, $15) to grocery stores and fast food are also 
very helpful. As far as clothing goes, we need new T-shirts 
(Med, Lg, XL), jeans ( W 33, 34, 36), long sleeve shirts and 
socks. Please place all NEW items, along with food, in the 
White barrel in the lounge. As always, a big thank you for 
your continued support for our veterans! Well he’s done it 
again, what, who? That would be Jack Baillargeon! Oh he 
left his 60 hour a week job years ago, and started his 40 
hour a week job with Catalina Mountain Elks Lodge # 2815. 
Jack has officially hung up his Elk antlers and will be spend-
ing his undivided time and attention with his wonderful 
partner and wife Gail Baillargeon! As one of the Past Exalt-
ed Rulers Jack shepherd through the challenges, surprises 
and joys of my year, I just want to take a moment and to 
thank him! Not for just the time he spent working with me, 
but also, what I suspect was thousands of hours and dol-
lars he has contributed to his Elks lodge, our members, as 
well as state and national responsibilities he has carried 
throughout the years. I’ll miss your passion and unfathom-

able knowledge you brought to all of us! Thank you 

Veterans Committee - PER Bob Kielsa 

House Committee - Ann Girvin  

ix Months In — And What I’ve 

LearnedIt’s hard to believe that it has 

already been six months since I took 

on the position of House Committee Chair at 

the Catalina Mountain Elks. When I first 

accepted the position, I knew there would be a lot to 

learn, but I don’t think I fully realized just how much 

work goes on behind the scenes to keep our Lodge 

running. There is so much more to the Lodge than what 

we see when we walk through the doors. From the 

kitchen and the bar to maintenance, events, finances, 

scheduling and everything in between, there are 

countless details that have to be taken care of every day. 

And behind all of it are our committees and the members 

who volunteer their time to make things happen.Over 

these past six months, I’ve gained a whole new 

appreciation for the people who step up, pitch in and get 

the job done. Many of the things that happen at our 

Lodge simply wouldn’t happen without volunteers. 

Sometimes the work is visible, and sometimes it happens 

quietly behind the scenes, but all of it matters. One of 

my goals as House Committee Chair is to help our Lodge 

continue to be a place where members want to spend 

time, bring friends, enjoy a meal, have a drink, play a 

game and, most importantly, feel like they are part of 

something.Something New Starting October 1I’m 

also excited to share that beginning October 1st, we will 

have bar food available most of the time the bar is 

open. This will give members another option when they 

want a quick bite while enjoying some time at the Lodge 

without having to wait for a scheduled dinner We’re 

working on the details and menu, but the goal is simple: 

simple food, convenient options and another reason to 

come hang out at your Lodge. As I look back on my first 

six months, I’m grateful for everything I’ve learned and 

for all of the people who have helped me along the way. 

I’m especially thankful for the members who volunteer, 

serve on committees, help with events, work in the 

kitchen, maintain our building and do all those little 

things that often go unnoticed.There is a tremendous 

amount of work that goes into making Catalina Mountain 

Elks the Lodge it is, and I’m proud to be a part of it. 

Here’s to the next six months — and to continuing to 

make our Lodge a place where everyone can come   

together, have fun and lend a hand. 

S 

I 
 

’m 
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 Wednesday Dinner Menu 

Oct 7 

Sandwich and a side 

5PM until sold out 

Oct 14 

Tacos $2 each;  

4:30-6:00 pm or UNTIL SOLD 
OUT 

Oct 21  

Sandwich and a side  

5PM until sold out 

Oct 28 

Ribs Dinner 5PM  

 

 

 

October Birthdays 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 
October, 2026 

  
 October 3rd .................................................... Cloth A Child 70’s Party  

     October 10th ............................................................................. Bingo 

     October 11th ............................................................... Texas Hold’em 
 October 17th  ......................................................... Darts on the Patio  

     October 24th .................................................Verteran’s Games/Darts 
 October 25th ............................................................... Texas Hold’em 
 October 26th ................................................................... Game Night
 October 31st ...................................................... Trunk or Treat/Darts 
  

       
  Also check the Lodge Calendar  

for additional events 


