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People in the News

	 • This from my daughter’s good friend: When I miss my 
parents, I put 13 expired salad dressings and condiments in my fridge 
and it feels like home.

	 • “Doctor,” the woman asked. “Every fortune teller I have met 
is either really depressing or overly enthusiastic.” The doctor replied, 
“It’s hard finding a happy medium.”

	 • This from my favorite “church lady” Niki Budd. A poorly 
worded announcement in the bulletin that read, “Please place your 
donation in the envelope along with the deceased person you want 
remembered.”

	 • Never put off till tomorrow what you can get someone else 
in your office to do today.

	 • Who said “They couldn’t shoot an elephant at this dist...” 
General John B. Sedgwick, a Union army officer who was killed 
instantly by a Confederate sharp shooter.

	 • Overheard at Lovi’s Deli. “Our neighbor died yesterday.” 
“Who, Ray?” “I really don’t think cheering is appropriate, Kevin.”

	 • What happened when Jack was jilted by a street cleaner’s 
daughter? Why, he was going to sewer.

	 • A little boy eating candy was approached by an elderly man 
saying if the boy continued eating candy he wouldn’t live to be 80 like 
the old man. To which the boy replied, “My grandfather is 91 and he 
got that way eating candy and minding his own business.”

	 • A curious observer saw a man at the Super Bowl with an 
empty seat next to him. He leaned over and asked him how there was 
an empty seat. The man told him that he bought the tickets several 
months ago for him and his wife, but the wife unfortunately passed. 
The observer give his condolences, and asked him why none of his 
family members took the ticket. He responded that they were all at the 
funeral.
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  WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 17, 2025 WEDNESDAY JANUARY 21, 2026

To Participate call (818) 214-8555 any time during the Town Hall
RSVP at: BradSherman.house.gov/RSVP

CBS Studios
Carla’s Café
4024 Radford Avenue
Studio City, Ca 91604

11:00 am – Registration Opens
11:30 am – 1:30 pm – Program

LOS ANGELES 
FIRE DEPARTMENT

2 0 2 6  B O A R D  I N S T A L L A T I O N  L U N C H E O N

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
VICE CHAIR DENNIS P. ZINE

 Los Angeles Fire
Chief Jaime Moore

PURCHASE TICKETS AND

SPONSORSHIPS HERE

MONDAY JANUARY 26, 2026Join us to celebrate
our new

ABSOLUTELY NO WALK INS ALLOWED

CHANGES TO GUEST NAMES CANNOT BE
MADE OR ACCEPTED AT THE SECURITY GATE

(MUST BE MADE WITH THE UNITED
CHAMBERS OFFICE 3 DAYS PRIOR)

ID WILL BE REQUIRED AT SECURITY GATE

PURCHASE TICKETS AND 
SPONSORSHIPS AT

UNITEDCHAMBERS.ORG

WOODLAND HILLS: The Platt Branch Library will host “Dr. Pianist” 
Makiko Hirata, DMA, live in concert on Saturday, January 24, at 
1 pm. Hirata is an internationally renowned classical pianist. She 
will announce the pieces on the program during her recital and the 
audience will help decide. The library is located at 23600 Victory Blvd.

ENCINO: The Southern California Garden Club will hold their first 
meeting of the year on Tuesday, January 20, at 9:30 am. Their program 
will feature Cindy Kovacs on rock gardens at 11 am. The program 
will be preceded at 9:30 am by a plant market and country store. The 
meeting will be held at Sepulveda Garden Center, 16633 Magnolia 
Blvd. For more information visit southerncaliforniagardenclub.com.

CALABASAS: The Online Film Fanatics of the Calabasas Library are 
presenting a program  with stunt legend Jack Gill on Wednesday, January 
21, at 6 pm.  Join the stunt man and stunt coordinator for a behind-the-
scenes look at stunts and film making.  In this Zoom presentation, he 
will discuss stunts before the age of CGI and the evolution of action 
film making.   Gill will tell stories from his extensive career, including 
his work with some of Hollywood’s biggest stars, and his experiences 
with major studios. Make a reservation here to receive the Zoom link 
– https://forms.gle/brgJuTXoRsqYef2F6.

SEPULVEDA BASIN: The San Fernando Valley Audubon Society is 
holding “Birds and Beer” on Thursday, January 22, from 4 to 8 pm.  
See great horned owls, great and snowy egrets, and American white 
pelicans. Get together at Best Ball Bar - Woodley Lakes Golf Course. 
Meet at the first parking lot at the entrance to the Sepulveda Basin 
Wildlife Reserve in Woodley Park at 4 pm. The group will make a brief 
excursion to the wildlife lake to hopefully view amazing American 
white pelicans as well as snowy and great egrets arriving at the island 
to roost. Round trip distance is about one mile. They will then return to 
the parking lot area to hunt for great horned owls and will depart for the 
Best Ball Bar – Woodley Lakes Golf Course at about 6 pm and meet 
there for appetizers and no-host bar at 6:15 pm.

CANOGA PARK: Canoga Park Women’s Club will host a PJ Party 
Bingo Night on Friday, January 16, from 6 to 9 pm. Wear something 
cozy and enjoy pizza, salad, dessert and bingo. A $25 donation includes 
a book of 10 bingo games and dinner. There will be prizes and a raffle. 
Reservations are a must by calling (818) 727-0720 or emailing cpwc.
rsvp@gmail.com. The club is located at 7401 Jordan Avenue.

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 11, 2026 

	 When Encino resident 
Sharona Saltzman’s only child left 
for college, the quiet in her home 
led her to American mahjong — 
and to a discovery that would 
shape her next creative project. 
Though she had tried the game 
years earlier, this time it clicked. 
Beyond learning strategy, she 
became intrigued by the people 
who played and the communities 
they formed.
	 Her interest soon 
expanded into a broader 
exploration of mahjong’s history 

and cultural impact. Antique 
sets sparked questions about 
the generations who played 
before, and a trip to China 
with her daughter offered 
firsthand insight into the 
game’s origins. Back in the 
U.S., Saltzman curated a 
pop-up exhibition at New 
York’s Museum of Chinese 
in America, highlighting 
both the game’s roots and the 
players who sustain it today. 
The exhibition brought 

together stories, photographs, 
and sets, showing how mahjong 
connects individuals across time 
and place.

	 Those experiences led 
to Tiles That Unite. The book 
features more than 150 players 
from all 50 states, pairing their 
personal photographs with their 
stories. From collectors and 
competitors to teachers and 
casual enthusiasts, the book 
demonstrates how a shared game 
can foster connection, preserve 
tradition, and create community. 
It is not a manual on gameplay; 
it is a portrait of the people who 
keep mahjong alive.

	 Saltzman is a writer, 
producer, and cultural curator. 
She is the founder of Mahjong 
West Media, a platform 
dedicated to documenting the 
cultural life of mahjong and 
the individuals who quietly 
sustain its legacy.
	 From living rooms and 
libraries to senior centers and 
college campuses, one truth 
emerges: the tiles are only the 
beginning. What endures are 
the relationships, the laughter, 

and the moments of connection 
that unfold with every game.
	 Tiles That Unite is 
available on Amazon.


