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Keep us, O God from pettiness;
let us be large in thought, in word, in deed.
Let us be done with fault-finding and leave off 
self-seeking.
May we put away all pretense and meet each 
other face to face, without self-pity and without 
prejudice.
May we never be hasty in judgment and always 
generous.
Let us take time for all things, make us to grow 
calm, serene, gentle.

Teach us to put into action our better 
impulses, straightforward and unafraid.
Grant that we may realize it is the little 
things that create differences; that in the big 
things of life we are at one.
And may we strive to touch and to know the 
great common human heart of us all, and O, 
Lord God! let us forget not to be kind.







1800’s

It all started with a book….

The Ladies Reading Circle of Cranbury



First Program for 
the Ladies Reading 
Circle



Inside the Program

Constitution & Bylaws



Inside the Program



Reading Circle 
Reception 1907



Another Organization 
Formed a few years 
earlier in 1890

GFWC’s roots can be traced back to 1868 
when Jane Cunningham Croly, a 
professional journalist, attempted to attend 
a dinner at an all-male press club honoring 
British novelist Charles Dickens. Croly was 
denied admittance based upon her gender, 
and in response, formed a woman’s club—
Sorosis. In celebration of Sorosis’ 
21st anniversary in 1889, Jane Croly invited 
women’s clubs throughout the United 
States to pursue the cause of federation by 
attending a convention in New York City. 
On April 24, 1890, 63 clubs officially formed 
the General Federation of Women’s Club by 
ratifying the GFWC constitution.



1900 – 1918

“Thou shall remember that club day is Wednesday and to keep it from engagements and not 
absent thyself without an excellent cause” and that “each member should, like the Citizens 
in the Golden Age of Greece, be prepared to do anything that was asked of her”.  

-- From the Beginning – a Page of History, NJSFWC 1979



1910 - 19151907  - 1910



1916 Yearbook – A Musical and Mexico



1919

We get the 
right to vote 
and a major 
name!



The Ladies 
Reading Circle
becomes the 

Woman’s Club 
of Cranbury

Cranbury Press 
October 10, 1919



FEDERATION

First 
Anniversary 
1923

11-03-1922 The Vote



The 1930’s



The Great Dust Bowl and Little Theatre



The 1940’s – The Woman’s Club In War Time



We sent a Ping 
Pong set to the 
19th Evacuation 
Hospital at Fort 

Dix



Rationing



War Gardens

The United States Department of Agriculture encouraged the 
planting of victory gardens during World War II. Around one 
third of the vegetables produced by the United States came 
from victory gardens. It was emphasized to American home-
front urbanites and suburbanites that the produce from their 
gardens would help to lower the price of vegetables needed 
by the US War Department to feed the troops, thus saving 
money that could be spent elsewhere on the military: "Our 
food is fighting", one US poster read. By May 1943, there 
were 18 million victory gardens in the United States – 12 
million in cities and 6 million on farms.



Fanny Farmer – Thanks from George F Barber, 
Lt. Col., 87 Armored Field Artillery Battalion
December 30, 1944

Dear ladies, I am rather embarrassed to write a letter to so many people at once. But my embarrassment is 
rather sacrificial. If you could have seen the way I piled into that grand box of Fannie Farmer candy that came 
in in one of the early Christmas mails. I am a rabid fan of the F. F. Candies. And they just don't last long with 
me…

Lasting six brutal weeks, from December 16, 
1944, to January 25, 1945, the assault called the 
Battle of the Ardennes, took place during frigid 
weather conditions, with some 30 German 
divisions attacking battle-fatigued American 
troops across 85 miles of the densely wooded 
Ardennes Forest. The 87th Armored Field 
Artillery Battalion played a vital role in that 
battle.  You may know it by another name, The 
Battle of the Bulge.  George F Barber went on to 
become a full Colonel.



We sent “Buddy Bags” 
to the USS New Jersey

Early in October raids to destroy enemy air power based 
on Okinawa and Formosa were begun in preparation for 
landings planned for 20 October 1944.  Later, the ship 
faced Typhoon Cobra.



Lenox Goes to War

Lenoxite

As World War II consumed much of the nation's efforts and 
imagination in the 1940's, Lenox, based in nearby Trenton, 
embarked on a noble and lesser-known chapter of its 
history. Lenox made a unique contribution to the war effort 
by producing an exceptionally durable material called 
Lenoxite, used in high-frequency radar devices by the United 
States Signal Corps.



1950’s



Excerpt from Depression, War and Recovery



Mrs. Bunting goes to 
Laos 

On August 8, 1960, a revolutionary 
army PATHET LAO captured Vientiane, 
capital of Laos, and closed all roads 
and the airport.  

The American Embassy immediately 
began preparation to evacuate 
nonessential American employees and 
all dependents.

On August 19, 1960, evacuation by air 
to Bangkok was accomplished.



1960’s

We auctioned off 
vacations!



US Stamp Honors GFWC 75 Years of Service



1970’s



Four 50-year members and Mrs. Frisch goes 
to Convention



1980’s



1990’s



2000’s Joan Rue Speaks



2010’s



2018-19 Fashion Show and New Officers



2018 - 2019



2019-20 A Tree Lighting and the Great Chili 
Cookoff



2020-21 Operation Chillout & the Seeing Eye 



2021 - 2022



2021-2022 Scholarships

An exceptional 
young Mother and a 
promising young 
man received our 
scholarships.

Best line of the 
night:  
Mommy, Mommy, 
you won!



2022 – 2023  Starting Strong




