New Buffalo Borough Meeting Minutes

December 12, 2011

Call to Order

President Ted Engle called the meeting of New Buffalo Borough Council to order at 7:36 p.m. on December 12, 2011 in the New Buffalo United Methodist Church.

Roll Call

Present were council members: Ted Engle, Dale Peterson, Adam Pavusik, and Dave Lesher. 
The following persons were also present: Janice Crouse, Ted Crouse, Mike Holler, Carol Holler, Erica Foster, Mattie Burke, and Dan Balthaser. 
Reading of last Month’s Minutes

The minutes from November 14, 2011 were read. Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by Adam Pavusik, none opposed, the minutes were approved. 

Comments From Visitors

Janice Crouse stated there is a car with an expired inspection and license in town.
Correspondence

Information of Ulrich Hearing and contract costs from Skelly & Loy for 2012.
Ulrich’s are appealing the judgment against them by the Juniata County Court – they are stating that we had submitted privileged information from their attorney. Bunt is also going to ask the courts to pay all their attorney fees up to this point. An argument to determine these issues is scheduled for January 6th in New Bloomfield. 
Borough’s Treasurer’s Report

Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by Adam Pavusik, none opposed, the Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented. 

Sewer Treasurer’s Report
Upon motion of Adam Pavusik, seconded by Dave Lesher, none opposed, the Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented. Monies should be coming in soon to pay off Liverpool Bank per SEI.
Unfinished Business
Sewage/Sewage Authority Report
Bill Bunt has been dealing with Watts Township on the letter they state they need. Due to one supervisor and the newly elected one’s inability to understand the facts, we may have to go to court over this issue. The letter we have states we will assume all issues concerning this treatment plant. Dave Sweetland went with Ted Engle to the meeting to discuss this and he will resubmit a finished plan to Watts for their records. Both attorneys agree that this issue cannot shut the treatment plant down. Three attorneys have stated to Ted that just because the two properties are hooked up to the treatment plant it in no way means that any other properties in the township will need to be hooked up. 
Skelly & Loy’s contract runs out the 31st of December – they have submitted a new contract for 2012 – $16,000.00. Borough would also like to pay Adam Pavusik and we will determine his salary. Adam has been going down to the plant and shadowing Skelly & Loy. 

Dale asked if the equipment needed to run the plant – does that all stay if Skelly & Loy does not.

Ted suggested that council get together with Skelly & Loy to go over all the extra fees and all the line items to fine tune the expenses. 

PCCOG

Nothing new to report. 
Beautification Committee

Nothing new to report.
Street Committee
Adam Pavusik stated he will place the stop sign that is down back up – he will get a post from the borough building to do so.
Refuse Coordinator

Contract is up but CCD is not going to raise the rates but they did question how many units we do have. They would like a true head count on how many houses. Residents should place no more than four bags per residence. 
Playground
Playground – Erica Foster had a speech that she read. She would like to see the playground stay open and gave some suggestions as to how that could be done.  
A concerned citizen called the State Police in November and the trooper did not show up. Ted Engle stated we cannot continue to repair the Borough building due to the continued vandalism. 
Borough residents have removed 5 BB guns in the last few months. Dale Peterson stated this building has been vandalized in the last ten years – the smaller kids are afraid to be there and the older kids chase them off. The conversation has been brought up to sell the property, that way we could repair our roads instead of putting monies into this building. If the Borough could, they would place cameras at the building. 
Council will revisit this next month to determine if it should be permanently closed or not – in the meantime it will remain closed. 
Ordinance Violations
Car in the square, Wiltsie – Ted will handle this issue. Gettles – trash piled up in shed. 

Ordinance #02-2011 – Act 32 – Copy of informational letter explaining the reasoning of Act 32 was handed over to council. They were asked to review for future discussion.

Ordinance #01-2011 – Tabled  

Barriers – Along Front Street

Nothing new to report. 

Rental
Carol Holler submitted more receipts to be added to tonight’s Treasurer’s Report, to the amount of $114.12. 
Mike Holler, Ted Engle, and Adam Pavusik will go get the cabinets in Reading sometime in the next week. 

Budgets were reviewed and discussed. A special meeting will be on the 29th of December to finalize the Skelly & Loy contract. 
All four budgets will be advertised. Dale Peterson made motion to advertise budgets, Adam Pavusik seconded it, none opposed, all in favor. 

New Business
Bills
Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by Dave Lesher, all in favor, none opposed, the bill list was approved for payment. 
Sewer Bills
Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by Adam Pavusik, all in favor, none opposed, the bill list was approved for payment. 

Good of the Order/Announcements
Council agreed to $50.00 first place gift certificate from Peterson Automotive, and $20.00 second place from Millie’s Pizza. January meeting we will decide on the winners. 
Adjourn

Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by Dave Lesher, council adjourned at 9:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Patricia A Raudensky Bierma

Secretary/Treasurer
