New Buffalo Borough Meeting Minutes

March 12, 2012
Call to Order

President Ted Engle called the meeting of New Buffalo Borough Council to order at 7:30 p.m. on March 12, 2012 in the New Buffalo United Methodist Church.

Roll Call

Present were council members: Ted Engle, Dale Peterson, John Johnson, Adam Pavusik, and Dave Lesher. 
The following persons were also present: Dan Balthaser, Mike Holler, Phyllis Krieger, and Judith Parrish. 
Reading of last Month’s Minutes

The minutes from February 13, 2012 were read. Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by Adam Pavusik, none opposed, the minutes were approved, as corrected. All in favor, none opposed. 
Comments From Visitors

Ted introduced Judith Parrish to all here, as a possible candidate for the Secretary/Treasurer position. 

Correspondence

Road signage, liquid fuels audit – years 2009 to 2011 is complete. 
Ted Engle received a call from Pat Gutheil – Watts Township, she wanted to attend our meeting tonight to say she wouldn’t be here, she wanted to know if we received a letter from our attorney concerning the land deal. Neither the president nor the secretary received a letter.
Borough’s Treasurer’s Report

Upon motion of Adam Pavusik, seconded by Dave Lesher, none opposed, the Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented. 

Sewer Treasurer’s Report
Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by John Johnson, none opposed, the Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented. 
Unfinished Business
Sewage/Sewage Authority Report
Per SEI all the paperwork has been sent to the State and has been approved for payment. We will soon be able to get our money out of the Liverpool Bank. Ted would like for SEI to reimburse us for the interest we had to incur by using our own money. Ted also brought up to SEI the catch basket and the tool for testing, and the sunken clean out by the post office, he explained that SEI should also incur these costs. 
Ted Engle received a phone call from Stan and corrected an issue for him.

Adam Pavusik stated that pump number 4 had an issue and stopped working. Adam with the help of Stan corrected the issue. This was due to the pump being jammed then a float that was stuck.  

Jim Kello is currently completing the audit for the sewer project. 
PCCOG

Nothing new to report.

Beautification Committee

Ted Engle is going to see about the Girl Scouts doing the planting in the square.
Street Committeee
Dave Lesher wanted to know what we could do about the square and the puddles of water.  
Refuse Coordinator

Nothing new to report.

Playground
Dale Peterson stated that youth have been jumping the fence – the police were called, after the police left the children jumped the fence again. Dale also stated the light is out again.
Ted would like the council to think about what the next move is for the playground. 
Ted Engle will send a letter to the entire borough property owners concerning the playground – asking them to attend April’s meeting to go over issue and to ask them to attend. Ted will remind all homeowners that the park is closed and those trespassing will be subject to trespassing fines. 

Mike Holler suggested we remove all the playground equipment and rent the building out as a commercial unit. 

Ordinance Violations
Ordinance #02-2011 – Act 32 – Copy of informational letter explaining the reasoning of Act 32 was handed over to council. They were asked to review for future discussion.

Ordinance #01-2011 – Tabled  
Ted Engle will send a letter to Cory Wiltsie about his property condition if this doesn’t work we may have to contract a constable to serve him.
Dale Peterson stated another issue is the dirt bike and four wheeler issue. They should not be running thru town. Ted encouraged everyone that sees this to call the police. 

Secretary will send a letter to the police to request they attend the next meeting(s), so that we can discuss these violations with them. 

Dale Peterson suggested we implement an ordinance banning the use of improperly installed outdoor wood burning stoves. Dale will research and find an ordinance.
Barriers – Along Front Street

Nothing new to report. 
Rental
Adam Pavusik spoke to PP&L and was given the new meter location. Adam intends to get the meter for the well pump installed next week.

Ted Engle will check for a refrigerator – approximately 16.5 cubic or nothing smaller than 15.5 cubic feet. Ted will check at Lowe’s tomorrow for a 18.2 cubic feet for $449.00. Motion to purchase it for less than $500.00 by Dale Peterson, seconded by Adam Pavusik. 
We have an individual interested in renting the house, Edward Potteiger.  He is willing to mow the grass for a rent due of $700.00 a month. Dale Peterson will call him tomorrow. 

Stephanie Foster is agreeing to pay back due rent at $25.00 per month. Secretary will send her a letter and have her sign that she agrees to pay same. Ted Engle spoke to Mike Foster on the phone concerning this issue.
New Business
Bills
Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by Adam Pavusik, all in favor, none opposed, the bill list was approved for payment. 
Sewer Bills
Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by Dave Lesher, all in favor, none opposed, the bill list was approved for payment, with additions. 

Good of the Order/Announcements
Adam stated George and he spoke about the ramps and agreed that it was a huge liability issue, they are no longer there. 
Adjourn

Upon motion of John Johnson, seconded by Adam Pavusik, council adjourned at 9:13 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Patricia A Raudensky Bierma

Secretary/Treasurer
