New Buffalo Borough Meeting Minutes

June 11, 2012
Call to Order

President Ted Engle called the meeting of New Buffalo Borough Council to order at 7:30 p.m. on June 11, 2012 in the New Buffalo United Methodist Church.

Roll Call

Present were council members: Ted Engle, Dave Lesher, Dale Peterson, John Johnson and Adam Pavusik. 
The following persons were also present: Dan Balthaser, Frank Poust, Pat Gutheil, C. Holler. and Janice Crouse.
Reading of last Month’s Minutes

The minutes from May 14, 2012 were read. Upon motion of Adam Pavusik, seconded by Ted Engle, none opposed, the minutes were approved, as corrected. All in favor, none opposed. 

Comments From Visitors

Frank Proust presented the Council Members with a letter he had written concerning the process for permanently defining the line between the Borough and Township at the Borough’s sewer plant. The letter suggests keeping the Solicitor to Solicitor correspondence to a minimum for cost effectiveness. The letter also wanted to clarify that both parties were interested in reaching a Boundary Line Agreement not an “annex procedure”. Their Solicitor will not be responding to any outside inquires on this matter for now, the Watts Township Board should be contacted directly.  Ted Engle reported that Mr. Bunt talked to the Watts Township Solicitor and confirmed that the proposed Boundary Line Agreement once created can be presented to Watts Township for review.  Ted asked if Watts Township wants a statement confirming the borough line.  Watts Township is willing to accept Sweetland’s survey and are willing to draft and record agreement.  Attorney in New Bloomfield will create Boundary Line Agreement defining three lines as boundaries for $175. A motion to have Mr. Bunt to proceed with agreement using boundaries of 3 sides surveyed by Sweetland on the south side of borough treatment plant which includes Old Trail Road, all the way to the highway and north to the creek.  Upon motion of Ted Engle, seconded by Dale Peterson. Frank Poust said all are in agreement to place hedges there if necessary.
Correspondence

PLGIT Information Statement & Addendum May 31, 2012
Sweetland Engineering & Assoc. Report ; re: Muffin Monster
Borough’s Treasurer’s Report

Dale Peterson asked when we will roll the rental income into sewer project.  Upon motion of Adam Pavusik, seconded by Dave Lesher, none opposed, the Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented. 

Sewer Treasurer’s Report

Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by Dave Lesher, none opposed, the Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented. 
Unfinished Business

Sewage/Sewage Authority Report
Ted reported Dave Sweetland is in the hospital, Jim Kello is to be working on audit.  Ted is for holding payment until it is completed. 
Regarding the grinder pump issues, Watermark thought that the rotation may be backwards. It was Sweetland Engineering’s responsibility to insure the muffin grinder was wired correctly. Dan Balthaser suggests that if it was installed incorrectly from the start all the money that has been spent dealing with this problem, Skelly and Loy’s time as well as Adam’s should be reimbursed.

Adam reports train 2 will be cleared next week. Then suggests clearing out train 1, this could take longer than by the end of June. Adam reports that we are in compliance with DEP.  We were close to being over one threshold but that was corrected to be acceptable.

Ted inquired about restarting Train 2, Adam states it would take a while to seed the system before bacteria is active again for the system to be used.

PCCOG

Nothing new to report.

Beautification Committee

Ted has two pieces of aluminum/lexan to put on the Borough board.  A drop box is available for borough use.  There is concern as to where it could be put to avoid vandalism. Ted suggested checking a Federal surplus for a metal mail box. 
Street Committee
Ted Engle says Mill Street is still a mess needs repaving contains many pot holes. 

Refuse Coordinator

Nothing new to report.

Playground

Adam Pavusik looked at the playground equipment didn’t find anything that could not be repaired.  The back corner needs closed off to discourage people from “hiding out” there.  Swing chains need lengthened, remove adult swing, and add a child swing.  Adam will do some repairs but there are a few things need to be purchased to make jungle gym safe.  It was suggested to mow, repair, remove basketball backboards, partition off back corner with 2x4’s and particle board, repair broken window with lexan.  
Ordinance Violations

Ordinance #02-2011 – Act 32 – Copy of informational letter explaining the reasoning of Act 32 was handed over to council. They were asked to review for future discussion.

Ordinance #01-2011 – Tabled  

Ted Engle will send a letter to Cory Wiltsie about his property condition if this doesn’t work we may have to contract a constable to serve him.
Barriers – Along Front Street

Nothing new to report. 

Rental

Dale Peterson offered to look at dehumidifier to see if it is repairable. Tenants did not say anything about dehumidifier or washer/dryer.  Tenants have a different vehicle now than the one they had when originally moved in.
As a source of additional income, outside areas are available for rent at the septic plant to use for parking of equipment/vehicles/trailers, etc. In order to use these areas, the interested party must present a request to Borough council for review and approval.  
Dale Peterson requested to park trailer there, Board council approved and set price at $20.00 a month.
Audit 2011 – Mike Tressler reported that the filing was sloppy.  
New Business

Credit card application was given to bank, awaiting response.
Judy Parrish will contact insurance representative to request he attend next meeting to take care of bonding Adam and Judy.

Bills

Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by Adam Pavusik, all in favor, none opposed, the bill list was approved for payment. 
Sewer Bills

Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by Ted Engle, all in favor, none opposed, the bill list was approved for payment. 

Good of the Order/Announcements
Dale Peterson requests that the meeting minutes be emailed to council members prior to council meetings so they can be reviewed and corrected before the meeting.  Also concerned about the status of sewer payments by residents. Ted Engle states that the secretary/treasurer is keeping on top of any delinquent payments.

Judy Parrish informed council that a notice will go out in the next sewer bill mailing requesting payments be mailed to the post office box or brought to the council meeting.  Correspondence between council members and secretary/treasurer will be done through email.  Adam Pusavik can submit hours worked and expenses via email and provide receipts at the council meeting.
Adjourn

Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by Adam Pavusik, council adjourned at 9:20 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Judy Parrish
Secretary/Treasurer

