New Buffalo Borough Meeting Minutes

September 12, 2011

Call to Order

President Ted Engle called the meeting of New Buffalo Borough Council to order at 7:33 p.m. on 

September 12, 2011 in the New Buffalo United Methodist Church.

Roll Call

Present were council members: Ted Engle, John Johnson, Dale Peterson, and Dave Lesher. 
The following persons were also present: Janice Crouse, Karen Ersoz, Helen Freet, Mike Holler, Dan Balthaser, Phyllis Krieger, Adam Pavusik, John Kistler, and Sally Lesher. 

Reading of last Month’s Minutes

The minutes from August 08, 2011 were read. Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by John Johnson, none opposed, the minutes were approved as corrected. 

Ted Engle opened the meeting stating that he would like to nominate Adam Pavusik to fill in the vacant position on the Council, this was seconded by Dale Peterson, all in favor, none opposed. Ted informed Adam that he could just sit in on this meeting but would not be able to vote on any issue until he was confirmed by the District Justice. Ted will speak with Bill Bunt to see if Adam being on the board is a conflict of interest since the Borough has contracted him to do the electrical in the rental house.
Comments From Visitors

Phyllis Krieger stated that GEI did not get rocks out, ground is hard and rocky, specs not followed, fence still not fixed. She feels council needs to take care of this and wants to know what is going to be done.

Dan Balthaser stated that his property was still not completed to specs, they did not touch his property, and the grass is poor quality.

Karen Ersoz stated that she feels that when her ground dries that her grass will die, does not feel it was done properly, trees not addressed. She stated that she would like a copy of the court recorded notes for herself from Joe Pierce from three or four years ago. Ted Engle explained to her that he has the book and CD’s for her review before she spends money on this.

Ted Engle stated that the sewer project is very time consuming for him as one person. He is still working on getting the grant monies and loan issues resolved. He is constantly on the phone trying to resolve issues. At this point we cannot sue- we need to remain on friendly terms to obtain the rest of our monies. 

Helen Freet asked why they put up screening at the plant-council feels it is to prevent small animals etc. from getting in. 

Ted Engle stated that approximately 12 sewage treatment facilities along the Susquehanna River experienced problems from the flooding but New Buffalo did not. 

The Hearing for Ulrich’s will be held tomorrow, September 13 in Juniata County.
Correspondence

Council reviewed two letters from Watts Township. One was concerning insurance on the Sewer Plant property and one having to do with the Land Development Plan for the Sewer Plant. Secretary will take care of the insurance issue and Ted Engle will respond to the other issue concerning the Land Development Plan. 
Council reviewed the letter from Karen Ersoz concerning Brockly’s mowing her personal property. She stated to ignore the letter as she had already taken care of the issue. 
Council reviewed land plan from Mr. Womer, council approved said plans.

Treasurer’s Report

Upon motion of John Johnson, seconded by Dave Lesher, none opposed, the Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented. 

Unfinished Business

Dan Balthaser stated the mail slot/drop box for sewer payments is on order.

Sewage/Sewage Authority Report

Mike Holler stated that Carol Holler will be moving into the Lighthouse in town and to start billing them starting with September.  
PCCOG

Nothing to report. 

Beautification Committee

Ted Engle reported that the Girl Scout troup from Duncannon will work on the area by the bulletin board in September; the Borough will take plants from anyone that would like to donate them. 

Street Committee

Karen Ersoz asked if council had any plans for Mill Street, and asked if we will put out bids for repair. She also inquired as to when the alley behind the new structure would be fixed.
Mr. Spicher is concerned about drainage on his property; drain is clogged near the end of the alley. 

Charlie Louden asked if we knew what his house number would be. Ted Engle will check with the large layout map that Gutelius had of the Borough and get back with him.  

Refuse Coordinator

Nothing to report. 

Playground

The playground has drainage from the new construction. Secretary will send letter to Glenn Smithgall to tell him to place barriers up and to repair all run off into playground and surrounding areas.

Ordinance Violations

Ordinance #02-2011 – Act 32 – Copy of informational letter explaining the reasoning of Act 32 was handed over to council. They were asked to review for future discussion.

Ordinance #01-2011 – Tabled  

The Wiltsie property is still not cleaned up – also the Mavropoulus property.

Barriers – Along Front Street

Nothing new to report. 

Rental

Drywall is being hung, needs sump pump, needs place for dehumidifier to run into. After drywall is completed Adam Pavusik can do finishing work.
New Business

Nothing new to report. 
Bills

Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by Dave Lesher, all in favor, none opposed. the bill list was approved for payment. 
Good of the Order/Announcements

Dale Peterson and John Johnson caught and transported approximately 24 cats to SNAP in Harrisburg. They were all fixed, vaccinated, and clipped. They encourage all residents to do the same with their cats that roam freely as it is low cost. www.snapofpa.com.

Secretary will place an ad in the local papers for snow plow bids. 

Secretary reported that her computer crashed and requested that the borough buy a computer strictly for borough use. She requested that Ted Crouse help with this purchase. Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by Dave Lesher, council approved purchase of an inexpensive laptop, with an external hard drive, case, and portable scanner – to remain under $1,000.00. 
Adjourn

Upon motion of John Johnson, seconded by Dale Peterson, council adjourned at 9:45 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Patricia A Raudensky Bierma

Secretary/Treasurer
