New Buffalo Borough Meeting Minutes

February 11, 2013
Call to Order

President Ted Engle called the meeting of New Buffalo Borough Council to order at: 7:30 p.m. on February 11, 2013, in the New Buffalo United Methodist Church.

Roll Call

Present were council members: Ted Engle, Dave Lesher, and Adam Pavusik. 
The following persons were also present: Janice Crouse, Dan Balthaser, Paul Krieger, and Michelle Shutt.
Reading of last Month’s Minutes

The minutes from January 14, 2013 were read, Krieger was misspelled. Upon motion of Adamm Pavusik, seconded by Dave Lesher, none opposed, the minutes were approved as corrected.  All in favor, none opposed. 

Comments From Visitors
Correspondence
Rural Perspectives – Jan/Feb 2013 Edition
PSAB 2013 Annual Conference Flyer

PA Local Government Training Programs 

  Spring Road Maintenance

  2013 Municipal Road Maint. And Safety Symposium

  Collaberative Approaches to Funding Fire and EMS Services

  Managing Flood Plain Development through Nat’l Flood Insur. Program

Hazard Mitigation Plan 5-yr Update

Building Code Effectiveness Grading Schedule

PSAB FREE Prescription Drug Card Discount Program
PA Outstanding Council Member Nomination Form

Borough’s Treasurer’s Report

Upon motion of Dave Lesher, seconded by Adam Pavusik, none opposed, the February Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.   
Sewer Treasurer’s Report

Upon motion of Adam Pavusik, seconded by Dave Lesher, none opposed, the February Treasurer’s Report was approved as presented.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Council Member Replacement
New Buffalo Borough resident and registered voter, Michelle Linn Shutt, holds a Masters Degree in Adult education and is an analyst for Highmark.  Upon motion of Ted Engle to accept Michelle as a Council member to replace position of John Johnson who resigned Dec 2012, seconded by Adam Pavusik, none opposed.  Ted Engle will work with Michelle, and Bill Bunt to complete the official swearing in of the council member position.
Sewage/Sewer Authority Report
Sweetland Engineering and Skelly & Loy reached agreement to pay for installation of basket to minimize the fiber problem.  Sweetland Engineering has sent a check to Skelly and Loy for their portion of the cost.  During the design and installation of the system, they didn’t expect the amount of fibers in the collection system based on population of the borough.  Jim Kello has met twice with DEP Pennvest in Harrisburg. Their explanation is there is a problem with the state’s system accepting data input, until that is accomplished we will not receive our $60,000 grant money.
Had a couple issues past month, the stones around system have settled exposing pipes (where they come out of the system) that have frozen in the cold temperatures.  Stan of Skelly and Loy covered up with insulation to capture heat and thaw out the pipes.  We will need more stone cover this spring to bury the pipes.
PCCOG  
Meeting coming up on Thursday.  PCOG DELEGATE FORM was presented.  Dan Balthaser will continue as the New Buffalo Borough Delegate.

Beautification Committee

Obligated to Watts Township to provide a letter to concur with their belief where the boundary of the sewer plant is on south side and we still plan to place a barrier along the border.
Street Committee
Roads are still in need of repair. The repairs will be financed with the grant monies when received.  The residential identification of House Numbers and unlabeled streets still need to be addressed.  
Refuse Coordinator

Nothing new to report.

Playground

In spring plan to close off back area with aluminum panels (5 x 16 sheets, ¼ in thick) then reopen park again. Check with insurance if fence is required around park for liability before taking down.  Council members plan to do the work themselves.

Ordinance Violations

Still have properties that are quite messy and need to be addressed. This responsibility falls on Ted, the president, without a Mayor in the borough.

Ordinance #01-2011 – Tabled  (new construction, etc..)
Barriers – Along Front Street

Nothing new to report. 

Rental

The new renters January check was returned by post office, but Adam picked up the check and verified the borough address where the rent check is to be mailed.  Kitchen sink is leaking, the faucet will have to be replaced.  Adam will take care of repairs.  The murkiness in water of tenant Kitrell has been solved by the filter system which was installed.
Audit 2011
Upon motion of Adam Pavusik, seconded by Dave Lesher, Phyllis Krieger will be paid to perform the audit at the rate of $20.00 per hour, all in favor, none opposed.  Phyllis Krieger has submitted a partial invoice for work completed on the audit.  The grant monies do not need to be audited by Phyllis.
NEW BUSINESS
Municipal Primary 2013

The offices and number to be elected need to be provided to the county officials for publication in the newpaper.

Municipal Mileage Rate

There is a discrepancy in the mileage rate charged and the mileage rate approved.  Ted Engle will discuss with Bill Bunt to see how to handle the situation.

Bills

Upon motion of Dave Lesher, seconded by Ted Engle, all in favor, none opposed, the bill list was approved for payment. 
Sewer Bills

Upon motion of Ted Engle, seconded by Dave Lesher, all in favor, none opposed, the bill list was approved for payment. 
GOOD of the ORDER/ANNOUNCEMENTS
Adam received packet of info to go onto web to find information on becoming officially certified.
An Emergency contact is still needed to assure the Borough would receive emergency funds in the case of an emergency, for example, flooding.
ADJOURN
Upon motion of Adam Pavusik, seconded by Ted Engle, council adjourned at 9:00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by Judy Parrish
Secretary/Treasurer
