New Buffalo Borough Meeting Minutes

May 10, 2010
New Buffalo Borough Council met in the New Buffalo United Methodist Church, meeting was called to order at 7:40 p.m.

Present were council members – Ted Engle, Dale Peterson, Paul Krieger, Dave Lesher, and John Johnson.
Also present were Janice Crouse, Sally Lesher, Helen Freet, Karen Ersoz, Brian Bonner, Carol Holler, Christian Holler, and Ron from Sweetland.
The minutes from April 5th and 19th were read and approved. 
Upon motion of Dave Lesher, seconded by Dale Peterson, the Minutes for April 5th were approved.

Upon motion of Dale Peterson, seconded by John Johnson, the Minutes for April 19th were approved with corrections. 

Comments from Visitors include: 

Excavation started today, May 10 in the borough for the sewer project. A lot of work was accomplished today, Gutelis brought in two work crews. The estimated time of completion from today is approximately 120 days, providing the weather is cooperative. The project should be completed by September 7, 2010. Request was made for additional wire needed for control center and lateral time extension from 30 days to 45.

Brian explained it will be up to the homeowner, to a certain extent, to decide where they would like their lateral connection to be on their property. Bill Bunt will be sending out letter to all property owners concerning all lateral hook ups.
Council decided not to initiate a Complaint Committee, due to lack of interest. However, Sweetland will have a form for this; the Borough Council will review all complaints as a whole and take care of any issues that arise from the sewer project.

Karen Ersoz was concerned about the construction workers and equipment coming on her property because they have no identification. She stated that all things relayed to her in previous meetings have been abused – easement, using her driveway, etc. She stated that Council has not communicated to her effectively about the sewer project. Ted Engle stated he will try his best to make sure not only that she is more aware, but the rest of the Borough, of the remainder of the project as it affects their property. Dale Peterson will be Ted’s back up if he is not able to do same. Ron from Sweetland stated that work on Ersoz’s property will be approximately another week. He also assured Council that any openings or holes that will be left open overnight will always be fenced in for safety.
Mr. Holler wanted to verify if the hook up was to be 5 feet from buildings. He is doing a waterline for one of his apartments and wanted to see what his options were. Sweetland stated that yes, approximately 5 feet from buildings.

Paul Krieger brought to Councils attention that the Ulrich’s called his home to complain about Gutelis being on their property. The bore pit was moved due to not having enough room on the Ulrich’s property to maneuver appropriately. 

Brian Bonner, from Sweetland Engineering explained that the Construction Company is working on the plant and the line at the same time. He also brought a letter from Sweetland that answered Dan Balthaser’s questions from last month’s meeting.
Council was presented invoice #1 to pay from Sweetland for 45% of the component cost for the Treatment Plant, $133,576.65. Approval to pay this invoice, Dale Peterson motioned, seconded by John Johnson. 
Ted Engle informed Council that Dave Gutelis may be interested in renting the Rental Property for his construction office. This would allow council to receive rental monies as well as having time to fix the electric and any other issues with the house.  Paul Krieger stated he felt it would be a good idea, the rest of council agreed. Council does feel the electric needs to be worked on now. Council feels that asking $450.00 per month is a reasonable fee; Ted will approach Dave this week about renting the property.  Motion to rent to Gutelis Construction Company for $450.00 per month, Dale Peterson, Seconded by Paul Krieger. 

Upon motion of Paul Krieger, seconded by Dale Peterson, the Treasurer’s Report was approved.

Upon motion of Paul Krieger, seconded by Dave Lesher, the bill list was approved.
Upon motion of Paul Krieger, seconded by John Johnson, council adjourned at 9:25 p.m.

Respectfully submitted by,

Patricia A Raudensky Bierma, Secretary
