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August 31, 2026

Members Present: Brian Scheetz, Rick Caswell, Renny Ponvert

Others Present: David Kiernan ZA, Samantha Page and Callie Fishburn of BCRC, numerous Village residents.

1. Call to Order: 7:05 PM

2. Changes to Agenda: None

3. Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve minutes of August 2, 2026, by Mr. Caswell. Second by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 3-0-0.

4. Citizen comments not related to Agenda: Mr. Zotto thanked Mary Walsh for sending out emails with the agenda. Mary stated she had been asked by several residents to create an email list.

Mr. Zotto also asked if the Village had ever considered a welcome package for new residents. A package had been considered in the past and will be reviewed again.

A question was raised about addresses on tax bills. Those questions should be directed to the Bennington Tax Office.

5. Village Plan Draft Review with BCRC- The meeting was scheduled to allow the PC to make final edits to the proposed Town Plan and schedule a public hearing for citizen comments.

The review began with the Village Land Use map. The map showed changes made after strong public input to have only one zone in the Village and no designated Village Center. Samantha Page stated “there is not a desire for a village center to be demarcated as a designation. The map shows just one land use category now which we called residential village”. The designation does not change Village zoning at this time.

Mary Walsh questioned not keeping a village center designation that appeared in the previous version. Mary was concerned about potential lost revenue due to lost grant opportunities.

Mr. Scheetz explained the village center designation was dropped based on input from surveys and public meetings. The issue can be reversed  by the Trustees at their public hearings which will be held before the plan is adopted.

Samantha Page stated that the village center designation does not change anything in local zoning and would not make the Village allow commercial development.

The next map showed certain historic structures. It was noted the church cemetery was not included. It will be added to the map.

The next review was of edits in the narrative section requested by the PC. Mr. Scheetz stated that questions should be held till the end of the presentation as the purpose here was to approve a plan that could be distributed to the public prior to the required warned PC public hearing on the plan.

Samantha Page and Callie Fishburn reviewed edits with PC. General discussion with the public followed.


6. Old Business: Mr. Ponvert requested that time be set aside at the next meeting to interview candidates for openings at the PC.

The next PC meeting will be set for September 14. The regular meeting at 7PM with PC candidate interviews beginning at 6:30.

On the agenda will be review of final edits to Village Plan so that PC can vote to accept work product from BCRC and schedule the first warned public hearing on the plan.


7. Motion to adjourn at 2035hrs: Motion by Mr. Caswell, second by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 3-0-0.

ZOOM Link https://zoom.us/rec/share/xNokD8c26a7JgT4bE9UtYRDrOAr53VR59QF_3kemzl3bZUUWdHtqSjM2xdvrm_4W.q32YuYad29nt3EXT?from=hub
Passcode: X1++d1@m

dk
