                                  Village of Old Bennington

                     Minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting

                                     February 9, 2026
                        
                         zoom recording link attached below


                                     DRAFT COPY

February 9, 2026

Members Present: Renny Ponvert, Brian Scheetz, Chris Ponnesi

Others Present: David Kiernan ZA

1. Call to Order: 7:00PM

2. Changes to Agenda: Move item #5 to #9

3. Approval of Minutes: No minutes to approve

4. Citizen comments not related to Agenda: None

5. Design Review Hearing 1 Monument Circle, replacement of fence for Myers Prouty Daycare Center. Charles Dewey spoke representing the Church stating that the “church wants what the school wants”. Questions arose from Commission members regarding the proposed height and non-wood material, both as proposed do not comply with the bylaws. It was also noted that the fence is highly visible in the historic district.
A representative of the applicant, Myers-Prouty, was not in attendance to address the Commissioner’s questions. Hearing continued till March 9, 2026 ay 7:16.

6. Design Review Hearing 21 West Road Four Chimneys. Presenting for the applicants is Geoff Metcalf of Keefe & Wessner Architects. Project is adding a new front porch to replace existing canvas awning with a new sidewalk leading to the porch and removal of portion of the old sidewalk. It is designed to “match the vernacular of the” existing building. It will be a metal standing seam shed roof, double lock seam, custom on site, with caulked seams. The roof pitch is 2< to stay below the window line. Snow stays and gutters are not planned.Columns will be fiberglass. The porch will add 10-12 inches of depth to accommodate the columns. All colors to match existing building.
The patio will be stamped concrete. The sidewalks will slope up to patio and ADA compliant. Part of the existing sidewalk to the east to be removed. The new sidewalk will be 4 feet in width and concrete or re-use of pavers from the section planned for removal. Hearing closed 7:35.

7. BCRC Presentation Old Bennington Village Plan, Community Engagement Findings. Samantha Page and Callie Fisburne presenting from BCRC.
Powerpoint presentation available on Village webpage under Planning/Zoning Board tab. Complete discussion can be found on the zoom link below.

8. Old Business- None

9. Design Review Hearing 13 Monument Circle No representative of the applicant. No hearing. ZA to contact applicant for reschedule/

10. Motion to move to deliberative session at 8:22 by Mr. Ponessi, seconded by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 3-0-0.

11. Motion to return to regular session at 8:45 by Mr. Ponessi, seconded by Mr. Scheetz. Motion passed 3-0-0.

12. Motion by Mr. Ponessi to approve application for 21 West Road for covered patio as submitted, the metal is an acceptable option for roofing material and matching existing metal roofing on main building, and walkway that is proposed to connect the new patio shall be the reuse of the existing removed walkway pavers and/or be concrete. If other materials are proposed applicant needs to submit application for change.  Second by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 3-0-0.

13. Motion to adjourn by Mr. Ponvert, Seconded by Mr. Ponessi. Motion passes 3-0-0 at 8:47.
 

ZOOM LINK:

https://zoom.us/rec/share/7X6fhW_6CgZIiLY4z5DhRnRBkPniZn4a6tAhNKVtjh_rGB3JYLXzG93gJEEXkDN7.WSFIOmscaqm8Jh2O?from=hub

Passcode: .rx^4LMK 

