                                  Village of Old Bennington

                     Minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting

                                         June 8, 2026
                        
                         zoom recording link attached below

                                     DRAFT COPY

June 8, 2026

Members Present: Renny Ponvert, Brian Scheetz, Liz Warner, Chris Ponessi

Others Present: David Kiernan ZA

1. Call to Order: 7:05 PM

2. Changes to Agenda: None

3. Approval of Minutes: April 13, 2026.  Motion to approve by Mr. Ponvert, second Mr. Ponessi. Motion passes 4-0-0

4. Citizen comments not related to Agenda: None

5. Design Review Hearing Wagenknecht/White – Design Review Hearing report attached and part of these minutes.

6. Design Review Hearing Walsh- Design Review Hearing report attached and part of these minutes.


7. Village Plan Draft Review with BCRC- Samantha Page and Callie Fisburne representing BCRC. Discussion with PC, BCRC, and public runs from time 32 minutes to 1 hour 41 minutes on Zoom link below. Callie Fisburb stated that notes on goals, actions, and policy at the end of chapters throughout the plan are largely pulled from state language as a starting point for the PC to develop specific action plans and policies for the Village.
Mr. Scheetz commented that the PC was not interested in BCRC creating a map of historic sites in the Village.
Mr. Scheetz also commented that after a joint public meeting with the Trustees he didn’t believe the Trustees would approve a plan that changed any non-conforming property designation.
Regarding the designation of a village center, Mr Scheets questioned whether that designation would require the village to consideration of mixed use.
Samantha Page stated that they perceived the mixed use as existing in the mix of the current civic and residential uses.

Mr Scheetz the benefit of establishing the village center is somewhat obscure.

Ms. Warner and Mr. Ponvert expressed concern that over time the designation could force the village to accept commercial uses as rules change.

Trustee Jim Thatch stated that the village center designation was not off the table for them. He expressed interest in hearing more of step1 and 2 of the designation process.

Cali Fisburn stated that the regional map they were required to produce for the State does not override the village zoning map.

The PC will plan a special meeting to continue work on the plan.




8. Old Business:  Mr. Ponvert requested that the school district send its landscaping plan for Monument School. They said they would send one after removing 5 dead or dying trees from their property.

9. Motion to adjourn at 2047hrs: Motion by Mr. Ponessi, second Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 4-0-0.



ZOOM Link


https://zoom.us/rec/share/_UyevipmaANjHBJKq5dLls4TcfGW7b-y_xCmBrfIYSJoWUvrpvS8VX5ewf3NlPgX.-Fu4NF3KmhkVpIr2?from=hub
Passcode: @z5RdG7n
