                                  Village of Old Bennington

                     Minutes Planning Commission Meeting

                                     December 8, 2025
                        
                         zoom recording link attached below


                                     DRAFT COPY

December 8, 2025

Members Present: Renny Ponvert, Brian Scheetz, Carl Feltz, Liz Warner, Chris Ponessi 

Others Present: David Kiernan (Zoning Administrator), Rafe Churchill, Casey Sunderland, David Cooper, Jim Thatch, Susan Wright, Samantha Page

1. Call to Order: 7:00PM

2. Changes to Agenda: None

3. Approval of Minutes: October 13, 2025. Motion to approve by Mr. Ponvert, seconded by Mr. Feltz. Motion passed 5-0-0.

4. Citizen comments not related to Agenda: None

5. Design Review Hearing 13 Monument – Hearing to be rescheduled.

6. Village Plan Revision Discussion Samantha Page of BCRC presented This document provides an overview of potential frameworks for Old Bennington’s new Village Plan. Selecting the general framework at this stage will allow those involved to plan for the pace of the drafting in advance, and will ensure that all required pieces of the plan are included from the outset. The document is available on the Village webpage under Planning Minutes.

7. Village Trustees proposal to change zoning of Walloomsac Inn Mr. Scheetz opened the discussion about a possible interim bylaw that would be considered by the Trustees. Mr. Kiernan stated that he had consulted with the Village Attorney and the applicable state statute designates the legislative body of a municipality (Trustees) as solely responsible for presenting and holding any public meetings on an interim bylaw. Mr. Thatch, Trustee, indicated that the Trustees would be scheduling appropriate meetings as soon as possible. Mr. Cooper, Attorney for Walloomsac, stated that he had sent Village Attorney draft of interim bylaw. Mr. Kiernan stated he was unaware of the draft until late this afternoon and did not believe any of the PC members had a copy. No one at the meeting had a copy of the draft interim bylaw. It was stated that the proposed interim bylaw was sent to Trustees as they are the responsible municipal panel but the PC should have copies. Mr. Scheetz noted that this was not a hearing as the PC has no role in drafting or implementing an interim bylaw. Mr. Scheetz opened the meeting to public comment.
Galen Jones asked what the statute was. It can be found at Vermont Laws 
Ron Rabidou asked why a variance couldn’t be used, can a bylaw be for just one property, and he questioned the use of the use of the Interim bylaw. Mr.Scheetz explained that a variance is not an option in this case. A discussion then took place on whether the Walloomsac ever stopped being a commercial property to the Village lack of records. Mr. Scheetz explained that this would probably be one of the issues discussed when the Trustees held their hearing. Thomas Scheetz also expressed skepticism over the bylaw and an application to one property. Mr. Scheetz acknowledged that the proposed interim bylaw has raised some interesting questions but they need to be presented at the Trustee meeting as they are the deciding body. The full discussion can be followed on the zoom link.
          



8. Old Business Mr. Scheetz thanked Carl Feltz for his service on the PC. This will be his last meeting.

9. Motion to adjourn by Ms. Warner, seconded by Mr. Ponessi. Motion passes 
 5-0-0 at 8:02PM.
 

https://zoom.us/rec/share/TH3eUs7iJs0XAe2Cr7YTxMOH3-tLaC7Zq1wts9uclAlJYQs3dttqse65RzRmXuXi.FqBksfSuueqQbRDq?from=hub
Passcode: ds!9eJ^W
