                                  Village of Old Bennington

                     Minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting

                                         August 3, 2026
                        
                         zoom recording link attached below

                                     DRAFT COPY

August 3, 2026

Members Present: Brian Scheetz, Liz Warner, Rick Caswell, Renny Ponvert

Others Present: David Kiernan ZA

1. Call to Order: 7:01 PM

2. Changes to Agenda: None

3. Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve minutes of July 6, 2026 and July 13 2026 by Mr. Scheetz. Second by Ms. Warner. Motion passes 4-0-0.

4. Citizen comments not related to Agenda: Daniel Richmond of the West Road asked questions regarding timeline for enactment of new Town Plan and changes to bylaws. Is there going to be any kind of regulations for what my neighbors are allowed to do as far as lighting. Mr. Scheetz stated he would like to have plan ready by September to hold public hearings both by PC and Trustees. Meeting agendas are posted to the Town website. Mr. Scheetz stated that when the PC approves te plan it is sent to the Trustees for public hearings. The Trustees can make changes and send back to the PC. Ultimately the Trustees are the final vote on the plan. The PC cannot make any changes to the bylaws until the new Town Plan is adopted. The approval of a commercial use under the interim bylaws does not exempt the property from following all other sections of the bylaws including design review. Mr. Richmond also stated that lighting at 3 Seminary was distracting as there are no shades on the windows and the lights are left on for the night.

5. Village Plan Draft Update- The BCRC has reviewed the amended draft plan from the PC and submitted 6 questions regarding inclusion of various maps, informational appendixes. BCRC also raised an issue of compliance with State mandated housing elements. The PC will respond with the question of why the current draft does not achieve these goals and what specific draft is the BCRC proposing. The ZA will communicate with BCRC and arrange a special meeting for August to move the plan along.

6. Old Business: ZA stated that the permit for SONATINA had not been issued due to defects in the letter of attestation. The ZA has provided instructions but has yet to have a reply.

7. Motion to Deliberative Session for Bennington Museum Pavillion Motion to enter deliberative session by Ms. Warner, seconded by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes at 1953hrs.

8. Return From Deliberative Session Mr. Scheetz asked for a motion to deny the application based on the roof material on the pavilion not conforming to the Village bylaws. Motion by Ms. Warner, seconded by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 4-0-0.

9. Motion to adjourn at 2010hrs: Motion by Ms. Warner, second by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 4-0-0.



ZOOM Link

https://zoom.us/rec/share/4w0S_gCwMobRqlt5y--dhjpnbzcgPzHL_EQuUHeu_8wk0DOiZLcP7mkWplr9C8Ux.BMpguyRCQ82Iovjw?from=hub
Passcode: 19F*beuD
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