                               VILLAGE OF OLD BENNINGTON
                                PLANNING COMMISSION

                                         DESIGN REVIEW HEARING

In re: Myers Prouty Children’s Campuses Inc. 
Permit #26-02
Replace existing wood picket fence using non-wood material

The application was received on 12.2.25. A copy of the application and certification of mailing to abutting property owners on request to Zoning Administrator at obzoning@gmail.com.

Notice of hearing posted at Old Church Barn, Monument Bulletin Board, and Village web page.

The application was considered by the Planning Commission at a public hearing on February 9, 2025. The Planning Commission reviewed the application under the Village of Old Bennington Zoning Bylaw as amended and readapted April 7, 2020 and amended November 2024. The hearing was continued to March 9, 2026.

Present at the hearing om March 9, 2026 were the following members of the Planning Commission:
· Brian Scheetz
· Renny Ponvert
· Elizabeth Warner

1. Design Review Hearing Continuance - Hearing opened at 7:16PM. 

Hearing from February 9: Charles Dewey spoke representing the Church stating that the “church wants what the school wants”. Questions arose from Commission members regarding the proposed height and non-wood material, both as proposed do not comply with the bylaws. It was also noted that the fence is highly visible in the historic district.
A representative of the applicant, Myers-Prouty, was not in attendance to address the Commissioner’s questions. Hearing continued till March 9, 2026 at 7:16.
 
        At March 9 meeting Jackie Myers of Myers Prouty Children’s Campuses 
        was in attendance and addressed Commission on State Safety  
        requirements for fencing at childcare centers including required height, 
        design and self-closing gates. Ms. Myers clarified that the request for 
        materials other than wood was not based on cost but on need to meet     

safety requirements for children. Hearing closed at 1925hrs.


FINDINGS / DECISION
After deliberative session a motion by Mr. Scheetz to approve application Myers Prouty Children’s Campuses Inc. for a black aluminum fence presented in their application with the statement from the Commission that we are approving the the fence despite it being a non-conforming material because of State safety regulations.
Seconded by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 3-0-0
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