                               VILLAGE OF OLD BENNINGTON
                                PLANNING COMMISSION

                                         DESIGN REVIEW HEARING

In re: Bennington Museum Inc.
Permit #26-11

Construction of a pavilion, access drive and associated parking on site to accommodate outdoor events.

The application was received on 5.11.26. A copy of the application and certification of mailing to abutting property owners on request to Zoning Administrator at obzoning@gmail.com.

Notice of hearing posted at Old Church Barn, Monument Bulletin Board, and Village web page.

The application was considered by the Planning Commission at a public hearing on July 13, 2026. The Planning Commission reviewed the application under the Village of Old Bennington Zoning Bylaw as amended and readapted April 7, 2020 and amended November 2024.

Present at the hearing were the following members of the Planning Commission:
· Brian Scheetz
· Rick Caswell
· Liz Warner

        Julie Cornell of MSK Engineers presented for the applicant Bennington Museum. The old pavilion was raised during the construction that is currently underway at the site. The new pavilion will serve as a permanent space for museum activities, programming, educational events, community gatherings. There will be a reinforced gravel drive. They did not want to add more impervious surface. The only new impervious surface will be the roof and walkway which will drain to a bio retention area. A small drop-off area will added with four parking spots. Part of the access drive is pre-existing. The pavilion will have lights, but it is only planned to use them in the fall during twilight.
Suzanne Buchsbaum questioned whether metal roofing was permitted. Mr. Scheetz stated that that requirement applies to primary structures not accessory structures. Because the pavilion is not walled it is viewed as a shed and he is not aware of anywhere in the bylaws that a structure of this type is required to meet that roofing standard.
Hearing Closed at 1928hrs.

Deliberative Session – Motion by Mr. Scheetz to enter deliberative session, seconded by Mr. Caswell. Motion passe 3-0-0.
On exiting deliberative session Mr. Scheetz states that there will not be a vote this evening on the museum application. 
Deliberations will continue August 3, 2026 PC meeting.

Deliberative session entered at 1953hrs August 3 by motion of Ms. Warner, seconded by Mr. Ponvert. Others PC members present, Mr. Scheetz and Mr. Caswell Motion passed unanimously.


DECISION – At conclusion of deliberative session Mr. Scheetz asked for a motion to deny the application based on the roof material on the pavilion not conforming to the Village bylaws. Motion by Ms. Warner, seconded by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 4-0-0.
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