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Project Goals

\/ Outline strategies to protect and maintain historic character of the Village

Address updated state laws regarding housing and density requirements

Prioritize pedestrian-scaled, climate resilient developments to protect
natural and historical resources

Shift from fossil fuel-based energy sources to renewable energy sources




Community
Engagement Kickoff Meeting
Strategies &

Public meeting to introduce
PC and community to the
project

Important Dates to

Note Village Walking Tour

Public walking tour of the
village to highlight important
attributes and encourage
place-based visioning

Community
Visioning Meeting

Engage community members
on questions of how they
envision Bennington in the
future through idea boards, dot
voting, other interactive
activities

Survey

Specific questions about a
variety of topics

Activity Cards

"Postcards” that ask people
about their likes and dislikes
regarding the Village

Student
Engagement Activity

Modified postcards for
students to write/draw what
they like about Old Bennington

August

September

Sept. 8th

Old Bennington Village Plan Engagement Strategies




OLD BENNINGTON VILLAGE

Engagement by the PLAN
Numbers...

ENGAGEMENT NUMBERS

STUDENT POSTCARDS

From Monument Elementary School
Students

SURVEY RESPONSES

HISTORIC WALKING
TOUR PARTICIPANTS

VISIONING MEETING
PARTICIPANTS

HISTORIC WALKING TOURS

With the Bennington Historical Society

NEW PLAN FOR OLD
BENNINGTON




Student Engagement Activity with
Monument Elementary School
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Old Bennington Walking

Tours

Thanks to

Susan Wright &

HISTORICAL SOCIETY

47 BENNINGTON



Community Visioning Meeting




Old Bennington Survey - Results Overview

What do you like most about Old Bennington?

Historical Character
Community

Size and Scale

Arts and Culture

Natural Resources

Other -
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Old Bennington Survey - Results Overview

What would you most like to see improved in Old Bennington?

Maintenance and restoration of historical sites

Getting around without a car

Parks and greenery

Other

Housing options and affordability

Responding to climate hazards

Diversity in the community

Schools and the education system
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Old Bennington Survey - Results Overview

Maintaining the historical and residential appearance of the
Village is important to me

Old Bennington should welcome and support new people

The Village does a good job of maintaining its streets,
sidewalks, and parks

| feel engaged with the Village and its residents
There is a strong sense of community among neighbors of Old

Bennington

Bike lanes, paths, and sidewalks should be built throughout
Old Bennington

The planning commission does a good job reviewing
applications

Alterations to existing buildings do not detract from the
historic, residential appearance of the village

My opinions matter to village officials

Monthly meetings at the Barn are well-advertise, accessible
and | feel encouraged to attend
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Old Bennington Survey - Results Overview

What are your biggest concerns for Old Bennington in the next 5

Speeding on local streets

Traffic volume on local streets

Land use issues

Village tax rates

Changes to historic buildings

Property values

Other

Road maintenance costs

No major concerns

Crime B

years?
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Old Bennington Survey - Results Overview

How do you feel about short-term rentals?

8%

A\

® | am strongly against

m | am in favor with some restrictions

m | do not feel strongly about short-
term rentals

m | am strongly in favor

m Other



Old Bennington
Survey - Results
Overview

What defines Old Bennington?

1.

History & Architecture
lconic Landmarks

Quiet, residential
character

Community & neighbor
connections

Natural beauty &
walkability

Variety of opinions
regarding change and the
future of Old Bennington




Old Bennington Survey -
Results Overview

Have the benefits of living in Old Bennington changed
in the last four years?

1. Traffic and speeding have worsened
2. Loss of police presence

3. Population/demographic shifts since the
pandemic

4. General stability




Old Bennington Survey -
Results Overview

Hopes for the future of Old Bennington

1. Preserve historic character
Restore major landmarks
Improved traffic calming and safety
Balanced reuse of historic buildings
Limited small businesses
Community vitality & inclusion
Carefully managed tourism

NoO Ok o




Old Bennington Survey
— Results Overview

Biggest concerns about Old Bennington

1.
2.
3.

Speeding & traffic safety
Lack of police presence

Fear of losing residential and historic
character

Infrastructure & maintenance issues

Lack of zoning clarity, consistent
enforcement

High property taxes




Old Bennington Survey -
Results Overview

Perceptions of safety in Old Bennington

1. People generally feel safe from crime, but not from
speeding vehicles

2. Loss of police presence

3. People appreciate community vigilance, i.e. neighbors
looking out for each other

4. Some concerns about minor crime and late-night activity
especially at the Monument




Old Bennington
Survey - Results
Overview

Attitudes about commercial
development

1. General opposition to most
commercial development
with the exception of the
Walloomsac Inn

2. Anydevelopment should
be small-scale, local, and
preserve historic character

3. Concerns about traffic and
parking pressures that
commercial development
would bring.




Old Bennington Survey -
Results Overview

Improving effectiveness of the Planning Commission

Consistent enforcement of land use
regulations

Balance preservation with practicality

Land use regulations should be clear, easy to
understand, and actively communicated

Historic expertise on Village
boards/commissions

Support restoration




Old Bennington Survey -
Results Overview

Solar panels in Old Bennington
1. Proper screening is essential
2. Preference for rooftop vs. ground-mounted arrays
3. General support for renewable energy
4. Some frustration with existing poorly screened arrays




Old Bennington Survey
— Results Overview

Overall survey response themes

1.
2.

Historic preservation is a core value

Traffic & speeding are the most urgent
problems

Desire for quiet, residential character

Restoration favored over new
development

Strong community pride paired with
fear of erosion

s




Visions for Old Bennington

 Historic sites and resources that are
well maintained and preserved for all
to learn from

* Quiet, close-knit residential
neighborhoods

* Safe, beautiful, and comfortably
walkable streets

* Acommunity that is evolving with state
standards while maintaining historical
character




- We’ve Engaged,
Now What?



Proposed Plan Outline




Thank you




	Old Bennington Village Plan�Community Engagement Findings
	Project Goals
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Student Engagement Activity with Monument Elementary School
	Old Bennington Walking Tours
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Old Bennington Survey – Results Overview
	Old Bennington Survey – Results Overview
	Old Bennington Survey – Results Overview
	Old Bennington Survey – Results Overview
	Old Bennington Survey – Results Overview
	Old Bennington Survey – Results Overview
	Old Bennington Survey – Results Overview
	Old Bennington Survey – Results Overview
	Old Bennington Survey – Results Overview
	Visions for Old Bennington
	We’ve Engaged, Now What?
	Proposed Plan Outline
	Thank you!

