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                                   October 26, 2026
                        
                         zoom recording link attached below

                                     DRAFT COPY

October 26, 2026

Members Present: Brian Scheetz, Rick Caswell, Renny Ponvert, Liz Warner, Tom Melham

Others Present: David Kiernan ZA, approximately 20 members of the public

1. Call to Order: 7:01 PM

2. Announcement: ZA Kiernan states that there is an issue with the zoom link. A new link was created to record this meeting.

3. Public comments on proposed Town Plan: Mr. Scheetz opens the meeting to public comments.

4. FOR COMPLETE COMMENTS PLEASE GO TO THE ZOOM LINK FOR THE    RECORDING 

Nancy Coseo had submitted written comments to the PC. Summarizing, at the meeting she questioned the failure to address short term rentals in the plan. On page 16 of the plan under regulatory considerations, it doesn’t reflect what Villagers said during the community engagement process and suggested statements to better reflect their view. General opposition to most commercial development except for the Walloomsac Inn. Any development should be small scale, local and preserve historic character along with concerns about traffic and parking pressures that commercial development would bring. On page 17, non-regulatory considerations, the terms zoning bylaws and land use regulations are used interchangeably and one or the other should be used throughout the document.

Galen Jones had also submitted written comments to the PC and spoke to them.
The fact that Old Bennington is a registered historic district in its entirety does not appear till page 10 of the documents and suggests that it be emphasized earlier in the document. It should be clear that existing businesses are non-conforming and the plan sometimes makes it seem that businesses are part of the Village future planning. Where businesses or commercial use is mentioned in the plan Mr. Jones suggests placing “non-conforming” before each. On page 45 questioned the promotion of sustainable tourism. He does not believe that is the vision of most villagers.

PC member Ponvert noted that the PC has these written comments and others. The PC is not just listening to comments this evening but reviewing those sent in.

Kate Musso commented that we do not have to accept what the State expects in the plan. Suggesting pushing back against boiler plate language. Reminding all that even with an 8-year plan it can be modified during that time.

Stephanie Pope stated that the plan needs to be edited carefully, and language is important, and the meaning must be kind of clear, a lot clearer than it is.

Mr. Rabidou has also submitted written comments to the PC and wanted to highlight some points. Many of the goals are much broader than anything the village could realistically accomplish. He believes the goals need to be much more specific to focus on what the village can work on as opposed to those broadly stated goals that we have no hope of achieving.

PC Chair Scheetz responding to a question stated that written comments would still be accepted for the plan before the next PC meeting on November 9, 2026.
ZA Kiernan suggested at the conclusion of tonight’s meeting that the hearing be continued until November 9th. This would allow those who could not speak due to the Zoom failure to have the ability to comment on that date. 

There was a discussion on short-term rentals in the village and the need to be addressed in the plan.

Mr. Jones suggested that an explanation be given with the energy section as its size seems to imply that it is the Villages biggest concern.

Mr. Jones also clarified that by statute the bylaws must be in alignment with the town plan. Commercial development is mentioned several times in the plan and what does that mean in development of bylaws.

On the question of whether the Village would continue to be 100% residential, with all current commercial properties continuing as non-conforming uses, Mr. Scheetz stated that was how the PC wanted to present it.

Motion to continue the hearing till the regular Planning Commission on November 9, 2026, by Mr. Scheetz. Second by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 5-0-0 at 8:24PM.

ZOOM Link
https://zoom.us/rec/share/czp-APvOxNsOXE8E4J2Hpew3jCxC27nE0hzCgZWYFIHKYF_bHA9MbMLfLmPQa55o.jD_dH1IZbDtytBDP?from=hub
Passcode: ^3.A07&R



