                                  Village of Old Bennington

                     Minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting

                                   September 14, 2026
                        
                         zoom recording link attached below

                                     DRAFT COPY

September 14, 2026

Members Present: Brian Scheetz, Rick Caswell, Renny Ponvert, Liz Warner

Others Present: David Kiernan ZA

1. Call to Order: 6:31 PM

2. Executive Session Mr. Scheetz explained the meeting was scheduled early so that interviews for PC member could take place in executive session.
Motion to enter executive session by Mr. Ponvert, seconded by Mr. Caswell. Motion carried 4-0-0.

3. Changes to Agenda: None

4. Approval of Minutes: Motion to approve minutes of August, 2026 by Mr. Caswell. Second by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 4-0-0.

5. Citizen comments not related to Agenda: None

6. Village Plan Draft Update- Mr. Scheetz stated the PC would be making small adjustment of language in the plan for clarity and Mr. Ponvert wished to speak briefly on the Village Center concept to clarify some issues raised at a prior meeting. The Village Center designation is not in the proposed plan. Mr. Scheetz will then move to have the draft finalized and begin the process of public hearings. 
The draft was reviewed. Correction page 5, Survey, p

ara 1, modified to correct percentages. The cemetery was added to the map, and corrections were made to the use of capitalization. An entry was made that the Village should work with the State for the restoration of the monument.

Mr. Ponvert wanted to clarify PC position against a Village Center designated area. At a previous meeting it was suggested that the Village would lose grant funding. Mr. Ponvert pointed to Bank Street and the west side sidewalks that received grant money without a Village Center designation.

Mr. Scheetz stated he could not guarantee that no funding would be lost but the village center designation would open the area to infill development for commercial activity and increased density. In all the state’s material about village centers they continually refer to them as mixed use areas. They make ongoing references to multifamily housing development. 

Mr. Scheetz made a motion to approve the draft with the edits discussed this evening and schedule public hearings according to statute. Second by Mr. Caswell. Motion passes 4-0-0.
7. Old Business: ZA stated that the hearings for design review will be held at the October meeting for a shed at the Castellanos property and reconsideration of the pavilion application by the Bennington Museum.


8. Motion to adjourn at 1940hrs: Motion by Ms. Warner, second by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 4-0-0.



ZOOM Link
https://zoom.us/rec/share/F_uGkvIe5396PLUX68--FHQFaFty3fQToUtV-57YcY26yN_akA7C94NrZLwh-F0F.3ef9jhFgll9xv2AO?from=hub
Passcode: 5$vy@2sU
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