Agenda

Village of Old Bennington Trustees Meeting
First Church Barn, Monument Circle, and on Zoom (instructions below)
Tuesday, April 7, 2026
 7:00 P.M.




1. Call to order

2. Changes or updates to regular Agenda 

3. Approval of minutes from the March 3 meeting 

4. Citizen comments not related to regular Agenda:  

--Update on the work of the new Nominating Committee, making a list of nominees for open seats on the Board of Trustees (and possibly other Village positions). The Committee also plans to make background information on the nominees available to voters prior to the vote at the Annual Meeting. Suzanne Buchsbaum is the contact person. 

--The Village needs to recruit a new Zoom operator, since the April 7 meeting will be Mckinley’s last meeting. Mckinley has set a high standard, integrating new equipment and making special arrangements for recording the off-site public meeting at the Bennington Theater.   

--Planning for the May 12 Annual Meeting. The budget needs to be finalized, and warnings and mailings need to be coordinated to meet State deadlines. Nancy Coseo has offered to provide light refreshments. Will others help? 

--Announcement: BCRC land-use training.


5. Reports of Commissioners:

a. Roads Commissioner, Than Marcoux


b. Trees Commissioner, Tom Woodward

--Report on the findings of a recent inspection of trees on the Walloomsac Inn’s property, including five “street trees” and numerous other “fugitive trees.” These trees pose a material risk to public safety, to neighboring buildings, and to vehicles. They should be removed in the interest of public safety, and in the interest of the Village in establishing a healthy, sustainable and visually appropriate tree canopy over time. There are also some designated wetlands on the West end of the property, which fall (theoretically) under State oversight through the Vermont Wetlands Rules. 


c. Parks and Sidewalks Commissioner, Susan Wright

--Discussion of possible repairs, replacement, and future care of marble sidewalks. Colleen Kelley and Nino Mendolia have reported that in past winters they removed snow from their sidewalk themselves, to prevent damage to the marble stones by contractors’ heavy equipment. This past winter they agreed that Pembroke could remove the snow because Pembroke’s equipment was much lighter. But now severe damage has been done to the stones, as well as the adjacent lawn and garden.  


d. Police Commissioner, Jim Thatch

--Update on traffic calming efforts


e. Other, Presiding Officer Ed Woods


6. Report of the Treasurer, Ron Rabidou:

--Luksus tax sale update

--Discussion of whether to put application forms for tax abatements on the Village website, clarifying tax abatements versus tax-assessment challenges, two totally different processes.

--Discussion of available municipal accounting methods (cash, accrual, and modified accrual), and why the Village does not on the same accounting method as the Town or the other municipalities in Vermont.  

--Update on tax collections

--Fiscal 2027 budget planning

--Treasurer’s monthly report, approval of Warrants, check signing


7. Auditor, Kathy Wagenknecht

	           
8. Old business:

--Possible update on 250th anniversary plans, including the mock Catamount Tavern and the possible walking trail from the Monument


9. Adjourn



Instructions for attending by Zoom:


The Trustees of Old Bennington are inviting you to a scheduled “hybrid public meeting,” either in person or on Zoom, on April 7, 2026, 7:00 p.m. Eastern Time.

Note: This meeting is a hybrid meeting, which means that some members of the public body are meeting remotely, and some are meeting physically in a previously noticed location where the public may attend to observe, listen, and participate contemporaneously. At least one member of this public body or other staff is present at the location to ensure that the public can participate, if desired. Please note that while we strive to provide means for those attending remotely to participate in the public comment period, there may be technical difficulties or reasons that otherwise prevent or interrupt public participation. Therefore, it is important to note that the Open Public Meeting Law only ensures the public’s right to participate and comment at a public meeting if they attend at the designated physical location, as posted in the notice and agenda.


Zoom link and numbers: 
 
Join Zoom Meeting
https://zoom.us/j/91347826323?pwd=6zOxab5qr50MDOeaz9WQZ4cBaAeUaL.1
 
Meeting ID: 913 4782 6323
Passcode: 890495
 
---
 
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,91347826323#,,,,*890495# US (Chicago)
+16465588656,,91347826323#,,,,*890495# US (New York)
 
---
 
Dial by your location
• +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
• +1 646 558 8656 US (New York)
• +1 646 931 3860 US
• +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC)
• +1 305 224 1968 US
• +1 309 205 3325 US
• +1 507 473 4847 US
• +1 564 217 2000 US
• +1 669 444 9171 US
• +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)
• +1 689 278 1000 US
• +1 719 359 4580 US
• +1 253 205 0468 US
• +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
• +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
• +1 360 209 5623 US
• +1 386 347 5053 US
 
Meeting ID: 913 4782 6323
Passcode: 890495
 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/auOn8AYAm














