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Introduction 

Several years ago, the trustees sought to locate the original village charter. I volunteered to search for 
the document. 

I started my investigation by asking whether the village actually had a charter. Looking into the matter, I 
found that the Village of Old Bennington (or Bennington Village Center, its original name) never 
submitted a charter or acts of incorporation to the state legislature for acceptance and approval. 
Consequently, we now know that the village does not have a charter like those of the Town of 
Bennington, the Village of North Bennington, or many other cities, towns, and villages. 

In the absence of a charter, I sought to find out what other statutes might exist giving the village the 
right to manage its affairs. I learned that, over the years, the legislature had passed several acts and 
resolves granting the village specific rights to oversee its affairs, including the right to assess and collect 
taxes for the maintenance of our roads and other purposes. 

Here’s additional information on my research and findings. 

Does the Village have a Charter? 

There is one source for information on Charters relating to Vermont municipalities, the Vermont 
Statutes Annotated, which can be found online here:  

https://legislature.vermont.gov/statutes/title/24APPENDIX.) 

A search of this source reveals that the Village of Old Bennington (or Bennington Village Center, its 
original name) never submitted a charter or acts of incorporation to the legislature for acceptance and 
approval. Consequently, the village does not have a charter like those of the Town of Bennington, the 
Village of North Bennington, or many other cities, towns, and villages.  

In the absence of a Charter, what Acts and Resolves of the General Assembly pertain to the Village? 

There are two principal sources of Information on acts and resolves relating to Vermont municipalities. 
The first is Vermont Municipalities: An Index to Their Charters and Special Acts based on the State Papers 
of Vermont and issued by the Secretary of State in 1986 (and subsequently updated through 1997), 
which can be found here:   

https://sos.vermont.gov/media/5hlc0oie/indextomunicipalcharters_rev20171226.pdf. 

It’s important to note that the index contains only references to the subject, year, page number, and 
brief description of the identified acts and resolves. The full text of the acts and resolves from 1808 
through 1921 can be found using the Hathi Trust Digital Library website, which can be found here: 

https://catalog.hathitrust.org/Record/008584407.)  

The full text of the acts and resolves from 1922 through 1992 can be read at the state archives and some 
local libraries (but not the Bennington Free Library).  
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The second principal source is the Vermont State Archives and Records Administration’s Acts & Resolves 
website where acts and resolves from 1993 to the present can be searched and read online and can be 
found here: 

https://sos.vermont.gov/vsara/research/legislative-branch/acts-resolves/ 

In addition to using the above sources, I also had discussions and email exchanges with Carl Andeer at 
the Vermont League of Cities and Towns, BetsyAnn Wrask and Michael Chernick at the Office of the 
Legislative Counsel, and Jenny Prosser at the Secretary of State’s office.  

In performing my initial research, I found nine acts and resolves dating from 1900 through 1959 
pertaining to the Village. For the acts and resolves dating from 1900 to 1912, I obtained copies of the 
measures from the Hathi Trust Digital Library website referenced above. For acts and resolves dating 
from 1951 through 1959, I obtained copies from the state archives. I’ve attached a compilation of these 
acts and resolves, which I previously posted on the village website. 

I also found an additional act and resolve relating to the village: Act No. 306, 1955, An Act to Enable The 
Town of Bennington and the Municipalities Therein to Unify and Simplify Their Local Government by 
Consolidating the Same. This measure was never approved by the voters, and it expired in 1965.  

Conclusion 

Based on a review of my original research as well as an updated search of recent legislative sessions, the 
Village does not have a charter, but the legislature has passed several acts and resolves granting the 
Village specific rights to oversee its affairs. 

 

 

 






























