                               VILLAGE OF OLD BENNINGTON
                                PLANNING COMMISSION

                                         DESIGN REVIEW HEARING

In re: Lawrence and Mary Walsh
Permit #26-05

The proposal is for a post-and-rail fence that would run behind our house and driveway, then run East on the boundary that we share with 78 Monument Avenue, then make a 90-degree turn at our property's shared boundary with the Bennington Museum's sculpture garden and natural meadow. The fence would follow that shared boundary toward the South, then make another 90-degree angle and run West across our property, to where it will disappear into a stand of tall hemlock trees. The hemlock trees were planted long ago to afford some privacy to the portion of our yard that's closest to our house and Monument Avenue. In our current proposal, the hemlocks will also screen off the sight of our fence, so that it wouldn't be visible facing Monument Avenue.

The application was received on 5.4.26. A copy of the application and certification of mailing to abutting property owners on request to Zoning Administrator at obzoning@gmail.com.

Notice of hearing posted at Old Church Barn, Monument Bulletin Board, and Village web page.

The application was considered by the Planning Commission at a public hearing on June 8, 2026. The Planning Commission reviewed the application under the Village of Old Bennington Zoning Bylaw as amended and readapted April 7, 2020 and amended November 2024.

Present at the hearing were the following members of the Planning Commission:
· Brian Scheetz
· Renny Ponvert 
· Carl Feltz
· Liz Warner

Design Review Hearing 88 Monument Ave. Hearing opened at 7:17PM. 
Lawrence and Mary Walsh applicants. Documents submitted by applicants reviewed by PC. Mary Walsh presented for the applicants. 
Mary Walsh explained security concerns due to trespassers walking along an access right of way used by the Town of Bennington running along the south side of her property that leads onto Bennington Museum property. The fence will setback from the street screened by the hemlocks. A non-reflective black wire mesh will attach to the rails. Four gates will be installed. One by the south side of the front of the house, one by the garage, and two alongside the meadow on the south side. The fence will be 4 ft tall. Mr. Jones asked about abutters notification. The ZA has a certificate of mailing to the abutters, and the applicant chose to hand deliver a copy to all abutters.

Hearing closed at 7:30 PM





DECISION

Motion to approve the application for 88 Monument Ave as submitted with the stipulation that the post and beam fence is being approved because it does not directly front Monument Ave because it is screened by the row of hemlocks and is not otherwise visible from the street. Motion by Mr. Scheetz, seconded by Ms. Warner. Motion passes 4-0-0.
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