                                  Village of Old Bennington

                     Minutes of the Planning Commission Meeting

                                     March 9, 2026
                        
                         zoom recording link attached below

                                     DRAFT COPY

March 9, 2026

Members Present: Renny Ponvert, Brian Scheetz, Liz Warner

Others Present: David Kiernan ZA

1. Call to Order: 7:00PM

2. Changes to Agenda: None

3. Approval of Minutes: December 8, 2025.  Motion to approve by Mr. Scheetz, second Mr. Ponvet. Motion passes 2-0-1

4. Citizen comments not related to Agenda: None

5. Design Review Hearing 13 Monument Circle 320 sq ft addition. Opened at 7:04PM. Kirstin Castellanos presenting. Not shown on architects rendering is garage to left side of house. The addition balances the appearance. The addition extends the dining room and provide for a home office. The siding and windows will be same material previously approved by Commission for work on the house. Kirsten stated that the “roofing material is a TBD”. Because of pitch it may be rolled roofing. The color would match the existing roof. Kirsten stated that it is unlikely the project would start until after her daughter’s wedding in August and that she could come back with a sample of the proposed material.
It was noted that the type of material, rolled roofing membrane, is not approved in the bylaws, the roof has a 12 over 2 pitch, and is visible from Monument Circle at least seasonally. Hearing closed at 7:10 PM.

6. Design Review Hearing 1 Monument Circle, replace existing fence with non-wood fencing. Opened at 7:11 PM. This is a continuance from the February hearing. At that meeting Charles Dewey spoke representing the Church stating that the “church wants what the school wants”. Questions arose from Commission members regarding the proposed height and non-wood material, both as proposed do not comply with the bylaws. It was also noted that the fence is highly visible in the historic district.
On March 9 Jackie Myers presenting for Myers Prouty Children’s Campuses, stated that the wood fence at the property was not holding up. The new fence would meet State safety guidelines for childcare centers. Being non-wood the fence is easier to maintain with requirements for self-closing gates and height. It was noted that the current fence does not meet current bylaw standards. The height is required under State safety guidelines. It was noted that the request for height and material other than provided for in the bylaws was to meet State requirements and provide safety for children. Hearing closed at 7:24PM

7. Town Plan updates: Mr. Scheetz reviewed Village Plan outline submitted by BCRC and noted areas that could best be resolved in cooperation with the Trustees. These include zoning area status for Walloomsac, density, ADU’s, and STR’s. A joint public meeting with the Trustees is proposed and requested of the Trustees.

8. Old Business- Replacement of projector and screen used for ZOOM meetings.

9. Executive session- Not required

10. Motion to move to deliberative session at 8:04 by Mr. Scheetz, seconded by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 3-0-0.

11. Motion to return to regular session at 8:14 by Mr. Scheetz, seconded by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passed 3-0-0.

12. Motion by Mr. Scheetz to continue hearing till future date when applicant can provide sample of roofing material. Second by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 3-0-0.

13. Motion to approve application for 1 Monument Circle. Motion by Mr. Scheetz to approve application Myers Prouty Children’s Campuses Inc. for a black aluminum fence presented in their application with the statement from the Commission that we are approving the the fence despite it being a non-conforming material because of State safety regulations.
       Seconded by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 3-0-0


14. Motion to adjourn by Mr. Scheetz, Seconded by Mr. Ponvert. Motion passes 3-0-0 at 8:17.
 

ZOOM LINK:  https://zoom.us/rec/share/R7se82e61q6BnjXoCEA7VPrh-5McJMm32UrWadQ-ilqfAQThR_69-Ax8rjP8Xa7P.CJXtaoCANtzAI7YL?from=hub 
Passcode: 7dxP.k@2 


