                                  Village of Old Bennington

                Meeting of the Planning Commission and Trustees                     

                                            Minutes

                                         May 19, 2026
                        
                         zoom recording link attached below

                                     DRAFT COPY

May 19, 2026

PC Members Present: Renny Ponvert, Brian Scheetz
Trustee Members Present: Ed Woods, Susan Wright, Kristen Roessner, Jim Thatch
Others Present: David Kiernan ZA

1. Call to Order: 7:01PM

2. Changes to Agenda: Mr. Scheetz requests change to item 4 to reflect intent that discussion of Village property designations is in the context of the proposed Village plan. 

3. Citizen comments not related to Agenda: Request that agenda be shown on screen

4. Discussion of village property designations in relation to the proposed village plan: Mr. Scheetz stated that discussion of property designations in the proposed Village plan was the sole agenda item. The proposed Village plan includes a land use map and general statements about what type of zoning or village centers the Village is contemplated to have.
The way the plan works is the bylaws are supposed to point back to the plan as support for why the bylaw exists.
Mr. Scheetz stated the reason he called for this meeting with the Trustees as everyone knows our existing plan calls for a single zoning designation.
The last plan did not have the Walloomsac Inn as a commercial property and Seminary Lane as rural residential.
The goal is to bring our plan into conformance with state law but to not otherwise make any changes at all.
The PC wants to present a plan that doesn’t block any future change of zoning for the Walloomsac or any other property.
Mr. Woods questioned why the village does not have commercial usage with planning restrictions around it so that the village could lobby for a commercial tax rate. Mr. Woods stated that he is thinking of the economic health of the community where there is existing commercial use. Mr. Woods asked what happens when the current non-conforming use stops operation.
Galen Jones stated that a nonconforming use that ceases operation for more than six months reverts to residential use.

Mr. Scheetz stated that the PC wanted to create a plan that the Trustees can vote to approve and send to the State. There has been discussion of re-zoning the Walloomsac Inn, not changing the plan makes that a problem.

Jim Thatch stated that in writing a new plan the village has the opportunity to give flexibility in addressing land use. He believes the current plan is outdated with only the residential or non-conforming designations.

Galen Jones stated that in village discussion around the Walloomsac Inn people made clear it was a one off. They were very eager to see the Walloomsac Inn renovated and survive but not be a base for more commercial development in the village.

Susan Wright commented on the creation of a framework that allows structure and oversight so that we can leave the door open for change. Put something in there so there is freedom of options and we control those options. The village would still exercise a lot of oversight.

Mr. Scheetz read a section of the BCRC draft of the village plan that bylaws be updated to acknowledge the limited appropriate non-conforming uses that exist in the village and create provisions for their approval so that they do not remain non-conforming. Mr. Scheetz said he did not believe the PC supported this language.

Mr. Jones suggested amending the current sunset provisions of the bylaws to provide more opportunities to preserve non-conforming use without opening the village to potential new commercial uses.

Public discussion continued. Link to recording below.

Mr. Scheetz thanked everyone for their participation. The June PC meeting will have BCRC present to continue discussion of the plan

5. Motion to adjourn at 2037hrs: Motion by Mr. Woods, second Mr. Thatch. Motion passes 6-0-0.


ZOOM Link
https://zoom.us/rec/share/XEWWRRMmlM5q2gnnZCP6vtBpIczoYOc_r9-yfi2Ezk2GINDp3JH5QUJHtd_xVNek.fCDC429BBMItjNI4?from=hub
Passcode: #@&31XzC

