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     The Digital Stethoscope Newsletter 
September 2025 

 
"Amplifying innovation, one heartbeat at a time." 

“A New Semester, New Tools in Our Teaching Toolkit 

 

 
Welcome to the September Issue of The Digital Stethoscope! 

 

As nursing educators, we know that the start of a new academic year is a 

little like the start of a shift — full of anticipation, questions, and a few 

“what’s going to happen next?” moments. This year, our stethoscopes aren’t just tuned to patient 

hearts; they’re tuned to the rhythm of innovation. 

 

AI and digital tools are no longer “future” ideas — they’re here, and they’re ready to help us do 

what we do best: teach, mentor, and prepare the next generation of nurses. In this issue, we’ll 

explore faculty-friendly AI tools, share quick-start ideas you can try tomorrow, and offer tips for 

integrating technology without losing the human touch that defines our profession. 

Let’s make this semester the one where technology truly works for us — so we can spend more 

time teaching and less time typing. 

 

Dr. Susan Deane 

Online Education Consultant 

 

 

 

 

Spotlight Feature: “Faculty Hack: Using AI to Personalize Clinical Prep” 
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This month’s spotlight shines on a creative way faculty are 

using AI to save time and boost student readiness: 

personalized pre-conference questions. 

Instead of relying on a single set of generic discussion starters, one faculty member shared 

how they now ask AI to: 

“Generate 5 pre-conference questions for nursing students caring for patients with diabetes, 

focusing on pathophysiology, safety, and patient teaching.” 

Within seconds, they have a fresh set of targeted prompts that connect directly to that day’s 

patient assignments. Students arrive prepared, engaged, and thinking critically — and faculty 

don’t have to reinvent the wheel each morning. 

This simple practice is a great example of how AI can extend our teaching, not replace it. 

It’s about giving students a stronger bridge between classroom knowledge and clinical 

application, while freeing faculty to focus on the real teaching moments that matter most. 

    Want to be featured in a future Spotlight? Share your AI-teaching hack with us! 

 

Trending Topics: “Fresh from the field—AI trends to watch now” 

These aren’t just headlines; they’re signals of how nursing education 

is being reimagined in real time. From AI-powered simulations to 

new faculty policies, the shifts we’re seeing this fall point to a future 

where innovation and human connection move forward together. 

1. AI Literacy Becomes Essential 

Faculty aren’t just learning what AI can do — they’re stepping into 

the role of guides and gatekeepers. “AI 101” workshops are moving from optional to expected, 

setting the stage for every educator to teach with confidence and responsibility. 

2. Simulation Levels Up 

Virtual patients are no longer predictable scripts — they adapt, think back, and challenge 

students in real time. This evolution is pushing clinical judgment to new heights and making 

“practice before practice” more authentic than ever. 

 

3. Policy at the Forefront 



 

 

3 

Nursing’s leading organizations are crafting AI position statements, with themes of equity, 

ethics, and readiness. Faculty voices are vital here — shaping not just classrooms, but the 

national conversation about how nurses use technology in care. 

4. Rethinking Student Assignments 

Instead of banning AI, programs are rewriting assignments to teach responsible use. Students are 

being asked to cite AI, reflect on its role, and integrate it thoughtfully — transforming AI from a 

shortcut into a learning partner. 

___________________________________________________________________ 

Practical Insights: “Faculty Fuel: Practical 

Insights for Smarter Teaching” 

Every month, we spotlight small but mighty strategies 

you can put to work right away. These insights are 

designed to save time, spark engagement, and help you 

use AI as a teaching partner — not an extra burden. Let’s focus on time-savers that still build 

student engagement: 

     Insight #1: Use AI to flip your debrief 

Instead of creating all your post-simulation questions from scratch, ask AI to: 

“Generate 5 reflective debriefing questions for students after a simulation on sepsis 

management, focusing on teamwork, safety, and patient outcomes.” 

You’ll walk in with ready-to-go prompts, and students will dive deeper into the “why” behind 

their actions. 

     Insight #2: Scaffold writing without spoon-feeding 

When assigning papers, try giving students an AI-generated outline as a starting point — then 

ask them to expand, critique, and revise it. This teaches them to engage critically with AI while 

sharpening their academic writing. 

     Insight #3: Speed up grading with comment banks 

AI can help you create a set of reusable comments for common issues (e.g., APA errors, missing 

rationale, strong analysis). Copy, paste, and personalize — students get consistent feedback, and 

you get back precious hours. 

 

 

 

Research/News Corner 
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Hanover’s 2025 Higher Ed Trends, AI-Edition 
 

Hanover Research 

 

AI isn’t just shaking up how we teach today—it’s reshaping the future 

of higher education. Hanover Research’s 2025 Trends in Higher Education highlights several 

key shifts faculty leaders should watch closely: 

• Workforce Alignment Meets AI Literacy 

Institutions are responding to employer and student demands by aligning programs with job 

market trends—and that increasingly includes preparing faculty for AI integration. A recent 

survey noted that 14% of provosts reported reviewing curricula specifically to address generative 

AI in the workplace. 

• AI-Powered Affordability & Access 

Colleges are rethinking enrollment barriers—and AI tools are part of the solution. Through AI-

driven, personalized recruitment workflows and smoother application systems, institutions are 

enhancing access while also lowering cost concerns.  

• Strategic Branding in the AI Era 

Competition is heating up as students tap into online and global learning options. Schools are 

sharpening their brand strategy with competitor monitoring and messaging that speaks to both 

value and innovation in an AI-infused education landscape.  

 

Why AI Matters for Faculty 

What’s powerful here is how AI is weaving into teaching—not as a flashy add-on, but as a lever 

for strategic alignment, equity, and institutional identity. As nurse educators, we can use this 

momentum to advocate for faculty development, AI-inclusive assignments, and generative AI 

literacy in curriculum design. 

 

 

 

 

Educator’s Toolbox:  “September’s Teaching Power Tools” 

../../Downloads/2025-Trends-in-Higher-Education.pdf
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Every nurse educator needs a few reliable tools in their back 

pocket. This month’s picks mix AI helpers with tried-and-true 

classroom hacks — because sometimes the simplest tools make 

the biggest difference. 

• 🔧 Tool #1: Prompt Template Library (AI) 

Build a “starter set” of prompts for your most common teaching tasks — case studies, 

quiz questions, or rubric feedback. Keep them in a shared doc or LMS so you (and your 

colleagues) can reuse them instantly. 

• 🔧 Tool #2: Quick Debrief Generator (AI) 

Ask AI to draft 5–6 adaptable debriefing questions for clinical or simulation sessions. 

You’ll always have reflection prompts ready to spark deeper discussion. 

• 🔧 Tool #3: Exit Ticket Hack (Low-Tech) 

End class by giving students a sticky note or digital poll where they answer: “What’s one 

thing you understand better now, and one thing still unclear?” A fast, low-stress way to 

assess learning. 

• 🔧 Tool #4: Concept Map Creator (AI + Visual) 

Platforms like Lucidchart or Miro can auto-generate concept maps from a topic you type 

in. Use them to scaffold tricky content or let students co-build maps during review 

sessions.

 

✨ Your toolbox doesn’t need to be fancy — just effective. Try one of these this month 

and see how it shifts your teaching rhythm. 

Closing Note  

As we launch into fall, let’s remember: education is a bit like nursing 

rounds — unpredictable, sometimes exhausting, but always full of 

opportunities to learn and laugh along the way. AI may not bring us 

coffee (yet), but it can help carry some of the teaching load so we can 

focus on what matters most — those “aha!” moments with our students. 

Here’s to a semester that’s as inspiring as it is efficient. 

Until next time — keep listening, and keep smiling while you teach. 

 

       Susan 

Feedback:  Please share your feedback, experiences, questions, and ideas or articles for 

upcoming issues. Send email to: susan@thedigitalstethoscope.com or 

susandeane119@gmail.com 

 

mailto:susan@thedigitalstethoscope.com
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