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Introducing the Manifesto

The Arabian horse is currently at a critical juncture of its millennia old history. Over the last hundred years, the
Arabian horse has witnessed a fundamental transformation of the environmental and social context that has shaped
its unique qualities. Bedouin nomadic life no longer exists. Today, with very few exceptions, the Arabian horse lives
in farms and stables all over the world, rather than around the tents of the Bedouins of Arabia. This global reach
raises the question of the impact of this transformation on the breed’s identity and defining qualities.

The Arabian horse was often the subject of efforts to safeguard its authenticity and identity, if any clear definition of
these concepts existed at all. Numerous attempts to establish organizations, catalogues, studbooks and registries
provided only a partial and often Western-centric understanding of the breed’s identity. Few such efforts took into
account the cultural roots of the breed in its original homeland of Arabia.

The Manifesto is rooted in the socio-cultural values of the breed’s first custodians, the Arab Bedouins, and in a
belief in the potential of science. It aims at guiding future endeavors to preserve the Arabian horse.

The core of the Manifesto is a definition of the Arabian horse, which turns abstractions into actionable concepts for
organizations related to the Arabian horse. The Manifesto consists of two parts: [1] Values & Principles, and

[2] Definition. Affiliated bodies will further develop criteria and processes that support the values, principles

and definition. The primary language of this Manifesto is Arabic. This English language translation is a not a

literal word for word translation from Arabic but the best effort of the Founders to represent these culturally Arab
concepts for English language readers.

The Manifesto is the collective effort of its Founders. All have a deep understanding of the breed’s cultural aspects,
stemming either from their identities as Arab and/or Bedouin, or from a respect for Bedouin horse-breeding values.
They sincerely build this initiative on top of previous efforts by existing organizations and independent researchers.
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Vision
Our vision is a new era of the Arabian horse that is based on the acknowledgment of its
original qualities, understanding and learning of its historical background, respect of its

cultural values and context, and the adoption of modern science in drawing the future of
the breed.
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Mission

The Arabian Horse Manifesto aims at setting
a common direction for the community of the
Arabian horse at large, including breeders,
researchers, registration bodies, and academia,
to unite and align our endeavors for sustaining
and prospering the Arabian horse, and
maintaining its authenticity and quality.
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Values
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1. The Arabian horse represents a valuable cultural heritage for humanity.
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2. The Arabian horse is one of the oldest horse breeds in history.
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3. The Arabian horse enjoys some unique qualities and traits.
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4. The Arabian horse’s original homeland is the steppes of Arabia.
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5. The Arabian horse is the product of the Arab Bedouin culture.

Carl Raswan
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Knowledge Principles

4. Information: Information is essential for
determining the asil status. Without evidence
attesting to its Bedouin provenance, a horse cannot
be authenticated as asil.

5. Context: Traditional Bedouin values and
breeding practices provide the context for accepting
the authenticity of a Bedouin horse as atiq. The
higher the degree a breeder embraces traditional
Bedouin cultural values, the stronger the credibility of
their breeding.

6. Reasonable Assumptions: When definitive
evidence is not available, reasonable assumptions,
rather than black-and-white evidence, are the
practical means for reaching any conclusion on
the asil status of modern Arab horses. Reasonable
assumptions are based on solid research and on
informed analysis of evidence put in context.
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Quality Principles

7. Characteristics: The identifying characteristics
of the breed are diverse and mutually reinforcing; they
include morphological, functional, and genetic aspects.
The nobility and elegance of the Arabian horse derive
from its functional characteristics, and the qualities of
the Arab horse are largely shaped by the ecological
environment and living conditions of its original habitat
of Bedouin Arabia. Any practice that results in the
degradation of the breed’s characteristics should not
be adopted or encouraged.

8. Diversity: Morphological diversity is a positive sign
of the breed’s vitality and genetic diversity. Variation
within the breed’s morphology (“type”) is to be accepted
within the normal boundaries originally observed in its
original habitat of Bedouin Arabia. No single selective
type or “look” is to be imposed on the breed.
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U.S. Library of Congress collections.

Conservation Principles

9. Preservation: Preserving the Arab breed means
maintaining its integrity and original qualities for
future generations. No improvement upon the breed is
necessary. Characteristics not observed in its original
habitat of Bedouin Arabia are against the foundational
integrity of the breed.

10. Selection: Selection is an important element of
the breed conservation. While a larger set of strains
existed in the possession of the Bedouins, only a
subset consisting of the most authentic strains was
accepted as shubuw (to be mated). Stallions with
the best qualities were selected from this subset of
strains. The selection of qualified stallions for breeding
was one way how the Bedouins maintained the atiq
qualities of their horses.

11. Science: Scientific progress can provide
evidence to assist in determining the authenticity of a
horse. It can help maintain the foundation integrity of
the breed for future generations. Scientific research

must work hand in hand with historical research to
interpret scientific results in their cultural context.

12. Breed Ecosystem: The interconnected system
of the Arab horse breed consisting of breeding,
competition, registration, trade, and research is critical
to preserve the authenticity and characteristics of the
atiq horse as outlined in the above principles.

ndlaall (s0lia

Bial) - aulill fasal)

Ala¥) ) a5 4l (g el lasl) L
& i Claw 5l Glia @l Jia) Lasldll Juadl
LS aa g ALY Aty 8 B35 ge e Ay ) DL
ale aaiill ol gl Gy Yy a8l Glanll

QALY - dilad) jasal)

(o)) plaal) e dhdladl palic sl s calamy)
8ion b Ll deall gla )l e IS Giaay s
Audill aaddiun OIS Le8isl (e Bl Q8 Ay jall JiLal)
Al e e @M Juail Jlsa) oy cus (g ) )
die dubad 35K Jie QAT 1 3 sl Alle Gla )Y
Leiie diluay Jiall daalil 5ol

) gl - de galad) faal)

DA Gleaelis ll daVall sy of Sy alell i)
Om O Say el mgiall o) s (Y ALY dia Lia
Jaald Jlal el laall ddaa s LS e ddadlal)
Dneadil i) Gl we w1y deny o iny Gnaall Al
conaall G Ll 3 lgaia gy dalall al skl

Lalaill) L) - pde AU faal)
WY e IS oall Glasdl paplanil) Al Jads
csd:d\ ti\a..\]\‘j sgg‘)la.:ﬂ\ dd\.fﬂ\} ‘M\J s&\...né\.'m]b

Sy padl AN Ailua g dadal 3y g pny dege il e LIS
ALl saluall 335 e laa )




The Definition = & j=ill

Cyaall alal) il gal sy g AN 2l Biiny Gy i Jaal) el Glanl) Gy il Glaga gill 5 il

The definition Statement and Notes of the Arabian Horse. A definition that embraces the cultural values of
the breed, as well as the tools of modern science.

U.S. Library of Congress collections.




Definition Notes

The notes are an integral part of the definition. They turn the
definition statement into an actionable and working definition.
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1. Homeland

The homeland
of the Arabian
horse covers

a vast region

in Southwest
Asia following
the migrations
of the Bedouin
tribes. The core
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of this region
is the Arabian
Peninsula (known as Arabia) and the surrounding area to the North
including the Syrian and Iraqgi deserts. The complete homeland
stretches further North to encompass the area surrounding the
Euphrates and Tigris Rivers known as Mesopotamia.

This region is bound to the West by the Red Sea, Nagab desert,
Sinai and Salhia desert in Egypt, to the Northwest and North by
the coast of the Mediterranean Sea and Taurus mountains, to the
East by the Arabian Gulf, and Northeast by the mountain chains of
Zagros including the Northeastern coast of the Arabian Gulf.

Considering the migrations of the Bedouins beyond Arabia, and
the presence of other nations and cultures in the immediate
surroundings of Arabia, the true boundaries of the Arabian Horse
homeland are more cultural than territorial.
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2. Rasan and Marbat

Arab Bedouins sought atiq horses at trusted Bedouin
studs (marabat) and identified them with a rasan-marbat
name. Rasan and marbat encapsulate the Bedouin
traditions around the breed and establish the asil
identity for any individual horse. Losing the rasan means
complete loss of identity. Losing the marbat poses a
significant risk to the asil standing. When an asil horse
is mated to a non-Arabian horse, the product of such a
cross loses its rasan-marbat identity. It is a hajin horse.

3. Hujna

Hujna means a definite sign of crossbreeding to
non-Arabian blood. Hujna signs can be morphological,
genealogical or genetic.

4. Asil Conditions

To authenticate a horse as asil, there are two
conditions:

. It must have direct and/or indirect contextual evidence
about the Arab Bedouin origin of all its ancestors that can
be reasonably assumed valid.

AND

. It must be free of hujna, meaning the absence of any
definite (unspeculative) proof of hujna.

5. Objective Evaluation

Evidence must be objectively evaluated using the
definition above subject to the information available
concerning horse origin, breeding and acquisition. A
variety of evidence types and research methods can be
used in the evaluation process.
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George Ford Morris

6. Objective Evidence

There are two categories of objective evidence that
determine asil standing: Evidence of Origin and Evidence of
Hujna.

A. EVIDENCE OF ORIGIN

Evidence of Arab Bedouin origin is heuristic and
provisional, which builds credibility rather than provides
ultimate proof. Evidence of origin works in parallel
with the previous category of evidence. Information
which supports origin remains valid subject to counter
evidence provided. Evidence of origin is based on three
fields of research:

A1. Historical

Establishes the genealogical connection of all ancestors of
a certain horse to the breeding of the Arab Bedouin tribes as
per the definition. Historical evidence may include but is not

limited to: studbooks, pre-studbook records or documents,

breeding records, testimony, and contextual research.

A2. Social/Cultural

Establishes the credibility of a breeder/source of a certain
horse and its eligibility as a Bedouin breeder or a trusted
broker of an eligible Bedouin breeder.
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A3. Genetic/DNA

Establishes linages through maternal or paternal lines,

or shows no contradiction with the assumed origin. This

is an area subject to continuous research and scientific
advances.

B. EVIDENCE OF HUJNA

Definitive and unspeculative evidence that can be
any or all of the following:

B1. Genealogy

Represented in the existence of proven non-asil blood
at any level in the horse’s extended pedigree.

B2. Morphology

Morphology has always been used by the Arabs to
exclude individual horses with clear signs of hujna
such as certain coat colors or skeletal structures.
Efforts shall be taken to build guidelines for definite
morphological signs of hujna.

B3. Genetic Markers

Modern studies on the Arabian horse genome may be

able to indicate definitive marks of non-Arabian blood.

This is an area subject to continuous research and
scientific advances.
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7. Certainty Risk

Information that is incomplete or conflicting poses a
certainty risk that does not necessarily lead to revoking
an asil determination. A horse that is definitively known as
not asil is not to be confused with a horse with incomplete
information that can still be reasonably assumed asil.
Research can lead to levels of certainty within the asil
population, that are up to the community to decide how
to deal with. Complete lack of information about Arab
Bedouin origin does not permit authentication as asil.

8. Asil Maintenance

The authentication of a horse as asil must be maintained
and can be lost based on the discovery of new information,
or scientific research that reveals previously hidden hujna.

Standing as asil is not to be taken for granted and is
subject to a continuous quest to maintain the authenticity
of the breed.

9. Asil Revocation

The asil quality is inherited from both parents together, and
cannot be revoked while both parents are still assumed
asil. Losing the asil status of a horse previously assumed
asil is based on violating any of the two asil conditions
above by a new evidence that definitively proves hujna,
and/or de-validates previous information leaving no
attestation to reasonably assume Arab Bedouin origin.

10. Governance

Determining the asil status of modern horses is a research
effort, not a legal judgment. It represents the conviction
of a certain research body, certification organization, or
registration authority to adhere to the definition above.

Research methods should be well-defined and transparent.

Authentication organizations can only provisionally declare

their stand toward the asil status of a certain horse, rather

than establish a historical fact.
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Terminology
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Dr. Valérie Noli-Marais
Arabic and Bedouin Terms

Asil: The term in its general Arabic use means of known and
esteemed origins. Within the context of the Arabian horse, the
term is equivalent to purity.

Atiq: The term carries multiple overlapping meanings. It is
ancient, precious, and free [of flaws] all at the same time.
Within the context of the Arabian horse, It encompasses both
authenticity and purity.

Eraab: The term is derived from the root Arab and is
specifically used for horses and also camels. The direct
meaning is of Arab origin. Classical Arabic dictionaries define
the term as precious and free of hujna.

Hujna: The term in its general Arabic use means admixture
with lower quality ingredients. It indicates degradation and

flaws. For horses it means crossbreeding to non-Arabian blood.

Marbat: Often translated as sub-strain. In Arabic the word
is derived from the verb rabat, to tie; it means a stud, where
mares are tied, that can be accepted as a trusted source of
a certain strain. A widely celebrated marbat then becomes a
branch of the original strain, or a sub-strain.

Rasan: Translated as strain. The original meaning in Arabic
is rope, which is used to tie an individual mare. It refers to

a certain original mare (or group of mares) that founded a
certain family of asil horses several centuries ago within some
foundational marbats. Rasan and marbat is a notion that is
believed to have been established circa the 12th century AD.

Shubuw: Breeding using a stallion selected under strict

criteria of quality and authenticity. A qualified stallion for shubuw

must descend from the most authentic of rasans and marbats.
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U.S. Library of Congress collections.

General Terms

Purity: Purity is a cultural rather than a genetic
notion. It represents an ideal which the Arab Bedouins
always strived to maintain. Purity means free of hujna.

Authenticity: The quality of going back to ancient,
preserved, protected Bedouin sources that are
assumed to be pure. The term is the nearest English
equivalent to the Arabic term atiq.

Certainty: The degree of conviction about the asil
status of an individual horse, based on the extent of
information available.

Foundation Horse: The horse that marks the
transition from the Bedouin breeding within the original
homeland and cultural context to modern breeding.
Foundation horses form the basis for establishing
modern pedigrees within a studbook or a horse
database.

Pureblood: See Purity.

Breed Ecosystem: the global system of the
Arabian horse breed, mainly consisting of breeding,
competitions, registration, trade, and research.
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THE FOUNDERS LIST OF THE ARABIAN HORSE MANIFESTO
Manifesto founders in alphabetical order elagdl Cag al Wy Hlall | g ga

Edouard Al-Dahdah zlaall ) g

Al Gt e S RABIABE e s
il laalt Jya

Descends from a Lebanese family associated
with the Arabian horse. Economist at the
World Bank. Breeder, researcher and blogger

on the Arabian horse history.

Ahmed Al-Afnan olidal) sl

Uaradia (53 gmm (2 ey Cialy ool lidal) 2igd (0 daa]
L ) Jpea) cld &y 5adl Ay ) diall b

Ahmed bin Fuhaid Al-Afnan Al-Tamimi,
Saudi researcher and breeder of desert-bred
Arabians of Saudi origin.

s JI i o deal

Ahmed Saqr Al Khalifa
Oooally ASlal) 5501 pme ddla JT jia o 2eal gl
Al il e (4 )l L oadl g s 368 Jalia
Ayl A el Jsdll (e
Sheikh Ahmed Bin Sakr Al Khalifa, member of

the ruling family of Bahrain and army officer.
Endurance rider. Breeds Bahraini lines.

Ahmed S. Hamza = 3 jaa aua daal

GOkl e e ASLe ) Al e 0 oS
olaal Bl Gty 8 en WAL deal Lpsn3al Olaea
Ll Aol )5l Aedh 5 )l

International judge and breeder who inherited
a section of Hamdan stables of Ahmed
Pasha Hamza. Past chairman of the Egyptian
Agricultural Organization (EAO).
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Amir Al-Dandal Jasall

s e ISl e gad (duall il el &l
sl A el Jeall (o se g sud) Lhilly cilagall

Sheikh Amir al-Mushref al-Dandal, head of
the Abu Kamal clan of the Al-Uqgaydat tribe in
Syria. Breeder of desert-bred Arabians.

Gl 268 gl

Jean-Claude Rajot
s Alal) Ay jall Lashall i B e uold
dabaial Ble Gty Lose e Al Jpdll (e aae
Laui ) g all alsal) 3 alas)

Rider and breeder of Arabian lines in
France. Made several desert imports
from Syria. Past president of the USCAR
French preservationist organization.

Joseph Ferriss  yu 38 Cay )ea

cuty An el JAl Ged (B pealaay e
“—.‘:“ZJL‘EJ\Q,‘U‘J.&AJ@J ‘w\wé.\h
Lf\‘)ad\ QLA;E\

Past president of Al Khamsa and
current board member of the Arabian
Horse Archives. Speaker and writer
about the Arabian horse

Jens Sannek il His

Lol ) 2 sl Sl Calgas aas (sl
O sr ALl JR (e Haas ) Aglaeall (sl
R pllae

German rider, breeder and author.
Imported one of King Saud ibn ‘Abd
al-‘Aziz lines to Germany.

Jeanne Craver BB PRITN

oy sty Lo gladl datie s chusedll daliia e 2]
AlaY) By el bshaall Jlo Lliall b dladlip 2l
oAl plaall Caus )Y aladl cuaY)

Founder of Al Khamsa organization,
breeder of Davenport lines and long-
time preservationist. Secretary of the
Arabian Horse Archive.
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Jenny Lees S

A all Al gl ot Al | cdaatial) ASLaall
Ayl 4 sl

Owns a UK-based breeding breeding
program of Bahraini bloodlines.
Researcher on the desert lines of
Bahrain.

Hussain Abulfaraj z A PO

i) il ¥ S el cod) aelie M
Gably daopall Jsdll o (e oallue Clall daals

Assistant Professor at King Abdulaziz Faculty
of Arts and Humanities. Saudi breeder and
researcher on the Arabian horse history.

Hammad Al Jaz’ah 4dc jall slea

al (b e Wlsall ALd e de Jall ¢ saa o slaa
Ll 4ol Loyl all laaly Jaall Ca ) se

Hammad Bin Jaddu’ al-Jaz’ah, a
Bedouin Syrian expert and breeder
from Tai Tribe.

Rashid Al Riyami L 1l adl
Aailale L8 S (bl e o 281 sl
A st 0n SSY el melly R il

Rashid Bin Ali Al Riyami, former
secretary general of the Oman
Equestrian Federation.

Saria Almarzook (34 ) yall 4 L

Se Alala Ay s Jgeal e bl dil ey dpelS
Gn Jssall 8 &) 5 Al L sl b 31y 0

Tl cal e g daala

German Syrian Academic and author in
Humboldt University of Berlin. PhD in
molecular genetics in the Arabian Horse.
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Sameer Al-Sarkhi
Asu Jeal e (Sl (Je aSay e ld
OIAY) il Ay pall JAl) a5 (A panadia
ol @Y sl gl ds o e Juala

Iranian rider and judge of Bedouin
origins. Focuses on the history of
the Arabian horse of Ahwaz. PhD. in
Arabic literature.

Okba Alrwilly bl daae

B3 e Ay, Al e (5w by b
s ME 8 aale Gl BV Clluls b ol ) g0
Lo o8 all JBA 35000 Gl e

Syrian veterinarian from Ruwela,
Anzah tribe. PhD in equine
reproduction. Rescued some rare
strains during the Syrian war.

Christoph Lange 4a3%y (& gl S

daala & elaia¥) Lal g a1 4 Sl caly
Obanll 4 jleaina¥) 3 kill 0 & Gay o1 S
L V) Godlly seme g dpilae Ay Q6 el

German social anthropologist at the
University of Cologne focusing on the
Arabian horse with fieldwork in Egypt
and the Middle East.

Kate McLachlan ,SLaMSLe ¢S

s o) ) 8 By A A Csia A i
G Aalll 48 88,50 e dliala el Jal
2 sausi daala

South African rider and researcher
in ancient history and the history of
the Arabian horse. PhD in Classical
philology from the University of Oxford.

Laszl6 Kiraly S oS Sy

ey A jadl ‘g dll Aal” Alaa ) yaay e
e Jia g pan Al 50 Gla Y)Y Gan
I Ly

Owner and editor of the Lovas
Nemzet horse magazine in Hungary,
Owns rare strains tracing to Abbas
Pasha I.
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Lyman Doyle Jrsd ol

AW e dwoall Jal) mim Al iy | S jel Sl
Y g Cmall G 3ol A Gacadie el da )y Jbal
5aaiall

American researcher, His family breeds
Arabians for three generations. Businessman
specializing in US-China trade.

Matthias Oster  yiu sl (ulila

31 das gme (il e el (lile o
ala by =Y L;)Lg.\;_::uk sd.._ua‘y\ Lﬂ;JL':
ol ghasll & 5 a8 sa

Dr. Matthias Oster, veterinarian,
breeder, author and board member
of the Asil Club. Owns the Arabian
Heritage Source website.

ookl &l

Mubarak Al Khayareen
Lol gl Ly je cllle G )lall dase G & jla o) )
Gl QAN (55d b daaly ikl dalud) @l @)

General Mubarak Al Khayareen, Qatari
army officer, owner of Al Wagbah stud,
and researcher on the Arabian horse
affairs.

Mohammed Al Matrooshi

g el LY e sl S pall SN p38 b aaly
L;"‘S“);'m .L:;.“j :t..gji.m L)L:;.U D T ¢daaiall

United Arab Emirates researcher and
breeder focusing on desert-bred and
Bahraini lines.

Mohammed Hamoud Al Khalifa
sac ARl JI dgen G dilae G deas gl
o) ey il el AW 5 Y
oadl Al e Gile sl Ayl

Member of the ruling family of
Bahrain. Former vice president of
the Bahraini Equestrian Federation.
Breeds Bahraini lines.
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Hashim Al-Jarba Loall adla

o o bl Gl G pale (s G a8l F)
O faae dlliay L) s 4ol el LIS Jad & 50l
sl Jsally gl

Sheikh Hashim Bin Homoud Bin Melhim Bin
Faress Al-Jarba, from the Sheikhs of the
Bedouin tribe of Shammar in Syria. Owns
desert-bred horses and authentic strains.

Arabic linguistics.

Mohamed Machmoum

Hylke Hattema Lasla A4Sl

ag;&.ﬂ\gw Lia dail e 31 g0 Aal
Gbasll e e 58 5l ae cduelaiay) clal jall g
Ly padl ARl 5 Sy Gl JA e )

Dutch PhD researcher. Focuses on the
history of the Arab identity for the horse
through early Islamic historiography and

Aol )l (SO Call agaar gkl Qhall ) sud s
omisas e ral) dandl Bile Gty o 93 oSa 3kl
ealll Jaudl

Veterinary professor at Hassan Il Agronomic
and Veterinary Institute. International judge,
former registrar of Morocco and founder of

the Libyan registry.

Mohammed Massoum Al-Aakoub
G Al F ol e osSlall Gladi (o e e
o B L die sl AlaS day je 4l i Ay gl
oo L)

Mohammed Massoum Bin Soliman Al-
Aakoub, of the Syrian Bedouin tribe of Harb.
His family owns the marbat of Kuhaylat Al-
Rabda in Syria for the past two centuries.

Marwan Abusoud a3 gzl sif () 5 e

On ihalh (S el ol Jlay asandl sl ) e
okt it e T gld cpo By ) SR e e Joa
A s Ay pae bsha

American Palestinian engineer, athlete
and breeder. Breeds different Arabian
lines including SE and Bahraini lines.
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Yasser Ghanim aile by

@)ﬂ\ QLA;.U djﬁ [GIENER JQJJJ\ J:n)la;ﬂ EB2 u_ﬁ\:\;.a).\

Descends from the Tahawi Bedouins in Egypt.
Software Engineer. Breeds desert-bred lines.
Researcher on Arabian horse history.

Yahia Al Tahawi g slalall =~

322l Lﬁ)..a..d\ Jaall Gl LSJL' 3,la) Gulas gac
%}J,\“ L#\J R_Umd\ .L}L.;.U 1EB2%) &Q\JJJ
i slakall

Egyptian Jockey Club frequent board
member, and breeder of Straight
Egyptian and Tahawi Bedouin lines.

Yahya Al-Kandari 5 ;all sy

Tl (opal ) ol dadl S e Caly
Al 3 sall Jaa iy all @il gl

Researcher at the Kuwaiti State Stud
"Bayt Al-Arab" focusing on Arabic texts
and manuscripts related to the Arabian
horse.




