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The Secretary

Padma Awards Committee
Ministry of Home Affairs
Government of India

North Block

New Delhi — 110001

SUBJECT: STRONG RECOMMENDATION FOR CONFERMENT OF THE PADMA SHRI

1.

AWARD - 2027 UPON DR. ASHOK KUMAR LENKA

Reference: Padma Awards Nomination ID — 5037102

Respected Sir/Madam,

It is with immense pride, honour and confidence that Veterans India places on
record its strongest recommendation for Dr. Ashok Kumar Lenka for the Padma Shri
Award — 2027 in recognition of his outstanding and sustained contribution to the
Nation through distinguished military service, sports, martial arts, youth
development, women’s empowerment, patriotic leadership and voluntary nation-
building.

Dr. Ashok Kumar Lenka is a distinguished Indian Air Force Veteran, internationally
acclaimed Taekwondo Grandmaster, sports administrator, mountaineer, mentor and
social leader whose life exemplifies discipline, courage, integrity and selfless
service. Following over two decades of exemplary service in the Indian Air Force, he
continued his mission of serving the Nation by dedicating himself to sports, youth
leadership, self-defence, physical fitness and social transformation.

Veterans India has had the privilege of working closely with Dr. Lenka in his
capacity as National Secretary, Veterans India Sports Wing (VISW). During his
tenure, he has made several notable voluntary contributions towards strengthening
the role of sports as a powerful medium for patriotism, leadership development and
nation-building.

Among his significant contributions to Veterans India are the following:

Drafting a Vision for Corruption-Free Sports Governance: Dr. Lenka played an
important role in drafting and promoting a comprehensive framework for an ethical,
transparent and corruption-free sports governance system within the Veterans India
Sports Wing. His vision emphasises integrity, merit, accountability, fair play, athlete
welfare and nation-building through sports, ensuring that sporting excellence is
guided by values and national responsibility.

Expansion of the Veterans India Sports Wing: Through his dedicated organisational
efforts, Dr. Lenka significantly contributed to expanding the Veterans India Sports
Wing across 27 States, bringing together representatives from 22 sports disciplines
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under one patriotic platform. He helped connect internationally acclaimed athletes,
Arjuna Awardees, national award recipients, coaches, veterans and distinguished
sportspersons to strengthen Veterans India’s mission of promoting sports for national
development.

Leadership of the Global Patriotic Run: One of Dr. Lenka’s most remarkable
contributions was his leadership as National Secretary, Veterans India Sports Wing, in
successfully organising the Global Patriotic Run on 26 January 2021. The event
witnessed participation from 52 countries and earned recognition in the India Book of
Records, making it a historic global patriotic movement.

i. The initiative united veterans, serving Armed Forces personnel, students, youth,
sportspersons and members of the Indian diaspora under the inspiring vision of:

T iR - B R
“Rashtra Bhakti — Khel Se Shakti”
(Patriotism through Sports, Strength through Sports.)

ii. The campaign demonstrated how sports can become a powerful instrument for
promoting national unity, fithess, discipline and patriotism.

Youth Leadership Through Sports: Dr. Lenka has consistently encouraged young
people to adopt discipline, perseverance, teamwork and patriotism through sports. He
has motivated thousands of students and athletes to become responsible citizens and
future nation-builders while promoting a healthy, drug-free and disciplined lifestyle.

Women’s Empowerment Through Self-Defence: Recognising the importance of
women’s safety, Dr. Lenka has devoted considerable effort towards promoting self-
defence education and martial arts training for women and girls. His initiatives have
empowered numerous participants with confidence, resilience and practical self-
protection skills.

Strengthening Veterans India’s National Sports Network: Using his vast experience and
credibility in the sporting community, Dr. Lenka has helped Veterans India establish
meaningful connections with sports academies, martial arts organisations, educational
institutions, veterans and eminent sportspersons, thereby enhancing the organisation’s
outreach and credibility.

Beyond his contributions to Veterans India, Dr. Lenka’s personal achievements are
equally distinguished. As a retired Junior Warrant Officer of the Indian Air Force, he
rendered more than 22 years of dedicated military service. Through Hawrang Academy,
he has reportedly trained and mentored more than two lakh individuals, produced
thousands of medal winners and hundreds of Black Belt holders, while promoting
discipline, character and national values through martial arts.

He has represented India with distinction at international Taekwondo competitions and
has earned recognition from globally respected institutions, including Kukkiwon,
Republic of Korea, bringing honour to the Nation.

Throughout our association with him, Veterans India has consistently found Dr. Lenka
to be a person of impeccable integrity, humility, dedication and unwavering patriotism.
His voluntary service, organisational commitment and ability to inspire veterans and
youth alike have significantly strengthened the objectives of Veterans India.
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Dr. Ashok Kumar Lenka represents the rare combination of a decorated veteran,
international sportsperson, mentor, organiser and nation-builder. His lifelong service
has positively influenced thousands of citizens and reflects the highest ideals of public
service that the Padma Awards seek to recognise.

Veterans India, therefore, extends its highest and unconditional recommendation for
conferring the Padma Shri Award — 2027 upon Dr. Ashok Kumar Lenka. We firmly
believe that this national honour would be a fitting recognition of his exceptional
contribution to the Nation and would inspire future generations to dedicate themselves
to excellence, discipline and selfless service.

We shall be pleased to provide any further information or institutional verification
required in support of this recommendation.

With highest regards,

Yours faithfully, %’a [')/e
ﬂ@;’b
.f"-"/ Dr. B. K. Mishra

\®,
peEU 13 Founder & National President
Veterans India
e Mobile: +91 99115 11967
I Email: veteransindia47@gmail.com
Website: www.veteransindia.com
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To

The Secretary

Padma Awards Committee
Ministry of Home Affairs
Government of India
North Block

New Delhi — 110001

Subject: Strong Recommendation for Conferment of the Padma Shri Award —2027 upon
Master Dr. Ashok Kumar Lenka

Reference: Padma Awards Nomination ID — 5037102
Respe'cted Sir,

On behalf of the Ex-Servicemen Association, Bhadrak District, Government of Odisha, we
have the honour and privilege to submit our, strongest recommendation for the conferment of
the Padma Shri Award — 2027 upon Master Dr. Ashok Kumar Lenka, a distinguished Indian
Air Force Veteran, internationally acclaimed Taeckwondo Grandmaster, sports administrator,
mountaineer, mentor, and nation-builder, whose lifelong service has brought immense pride to
Odisha and the Nation.

Dr. Ashok Kumar Lenka was born on 13 June 1968 in the village of Tentuligadia, Charampa,
Bhadrak District, Odisha. From his childhood, he displayed extraordinary determination,
leadership, and excellence in academics, athletics, and public service. He studied at Saragadia
and Chapundia Pre-Primary Schools, Banka Primary School, R.C.B.L. High School,
Charampa, Bhadrak College, and D.D. College, Keonjhar, where he earned recognition as an
outstanding athlete.

Inspired by patriotism, he joined the Indian Air Force on 10 July 1987, sacrificing his college
education to serve the Nation. During his distinguished career of over 22 years, he served with
exemplary dedication, discipline, and professionalism, eventually retiring as a Junior Warrant
Officer. Alongside his military duties, he tirelessly promoted physical fitness, martial arts,
leadership, and character-building among Air Warriors, their families, and the youth of the
country.

His journey in Tackwondo, which began in 1989, has evolved into one of the finest martial arts
careers produced by India. Today, he is internationally recognised as a Kukkiwon Top Class

g
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World Master Instructor, International Master Instructor, Kukkiwon Recommender, World
Taekwondo Coach, National Referee, and founder of Hawrang Academy, one of India's
respected martial arts institutions dedicated to discipline, patriotism, youth development, and
social transformation.

One of the proudest moments for Odisha and India came in December 2024, when Dr. Lenka
represented the Nation at the World Taekwondo Poomsae Championships, Hong Kong,
securing 5th place in the Under-60 Pair Poomsae event, narrowly missing a medal by only 0.8
points against Austria. His remarkable performance placed India among the world's finest
competitors and demonstrated that dedication and perseverance continue to define Indian
sporting excellence.

Beyond personal achievements, Dr. Lenka has devoted his entire post-retirement life to nation-
building through sports and social service. Through Hawrang Academy, he has:

e Trained and mentored over two lakh students, Air Warriors, women, and youth.

e Produced thousands of medal winners at district, state, national, and international
levels. .

e Developed hundreds of Black Belt holders, many of whom now serve as instructors and
role models.

e Conducted more than 300 martial arts demonstrations before senior military
commanders, civil administrators, educational institutions, and national dignitaries.

e Promoted anti-drug awareness, physical fitness, discipline, leadership, and patriotic
values among the younger generation.

His contribution to women's empowerment deserves special recognition. Through thousands
of self-defence awareness programmes and martial arts training sessions, he has empowered
women and girls with confidence, courage, and practical skills for personal safety, thereby
contributing meaningfully to national efforts toward women's security and empowerment.

Dr. Lenka is also among the very few Indian martial artists to combine adventure with
traditional martial discipline. Between 1998 and 2008, he practised martial arts and meditation
on eleven Himalayan mountain peaks, documenting the ancient disciplines of Tsumo and
Lung-Gom, reflecting extraordinary courage, endurance, and commitment to preserving
traditionial martial heritage.

His leadership extends beyond sports. As National Secretary, Veterans India Sports Wing, he
has played a pivotal role in promoting transparent, patriotic, and corruption-free sports
administration throughout the country. He has contributed significantly to strengthening
Veterans India's sports initiatives, youth outreach programmes, and nationwide patriotic
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activities, inspiring veterans and civilians alike to continue serving the Nation beyond military
life. Throughout our association with him, we have found Dr. Lenka to be a man of impeccable
integrity, humility, discipline, and unquestionable patriotism. His life represents the highest
ideals of military service, sportsmanship, leadership, and social responsibility. Few individuals
have demonstrated such sustained excellence across defence service, international sports, youth
development, women's empowerment, adventure, education, and voluntary national service.

His inspiring journey—ifrom a humble village in Bhadrak District to representing India on the
world stage—stands as a shining example of what dedication, perseverance, and selfless
service can achieve. His accomplishments have brought honour not only to Odisha but to the
entire Nation.

The Ex-Servicemen Association, Bhadrak District, therefore, places on record its highest,

. strongest, and unconditional recommendation for the conferment of the Padma Shri Award —
2027 upon Master Dr. Ashok Kumar Lenka. We firmly believe that this prestigious national
honour would be a fitting recognition of his extraordinary lifetime contribution to the Nation
and would inspire generations of Indians to dedicate themselves to discipline, patriotism,
excellence, and selfless service.

Should the Hon'ble Padma Awards Committee require any additional information or
verification, our Association shall be honoured to provide every possible assistance.

We humbly request your kind and favourable consideration.

With highest regards,

AStora s P"‘Y_"'

Secretary General

Ex-Servicemen Association, Bhadrak District
Government of Odisha

Mobile : +91 99379 70029
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Secretary General

Ex-Servicemen Association, Bhadrak District
Government of Odisha

Mobile : +91 93383 68839
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