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SIP AND SWAY AT OLE SMOKY DISTILLERY 
Step into The Holler at Ole Smoky Distillery and you’ll find the world’s most visited 
moonshine brand, pouring Southern hospitality with every tasting. Johnny Baker, a fourth-
generation family member, welcomes guests with stories, laughs, and hundreds of rotating 
moonshine flavors. Tastings come in signature “communion cups” (Ole Smoky once bought 
nearly all available supply), and live bands play daily from afternoon through the evening.

Guests can tour the distillery to see the process up close, browse a large retail shop for jars, 
gifts, and gear, or just relax in a rocking chair near the outdoor stage. Their products—including 
fruit- and pickle-infused options—can be shipped as gifts. The original location, built from old 
barn wood, is open every day except Christmas. Since its founding in 2009–2010, Ole Smoky 
has grown into the largest moonshine distributor in the world, now available in 43 countries. 
And if you’ve ever wondered about the three X’s on the label—that means it’s been distilled 
three times, just like the old-timers used to do.

F r o m  m o o n s h i n e  t a s t i n g s  a n d  m o u n t a i n t o p  a d v e n t u r e s  t o 

D o l l y ’ s  d r e a m l a n d  a n d  s c e n i c  h i k e s ,  E a s t  T e n n e s s e e  m a k e s 

t h e  p e r f e c t  w e e k e n d  e s c a p e — n o  p l a n e  t i c k e t  r e q u i r e d .

STAY CLOSE,
GO FAR 

Staycation 
in the 

Smokies

The Smoky Mountains are calling—and they’re just up the road 
Looking for an easy getaway that doesn’t involve a plane ticket or complicated planning? 
The Smoky Mountains serve up the perfect staycation or weekend escape—complete with 
local flavor, mountain air, and memories worth repeating. Whether you’re into live music, 
handcrafted spirits, roller coasters, scenic views, or winding forest trails, East Tennessee 

offers all the fun of a full vacation with none of the fuss.

TAKE A HIKE IN THE SMOKIES
More than 800 miles of trails wind through the Great Smoky Mountains National Park, and many are just 
minutes from the bustle of Gatlinburg and Pigeon Forge. Whether you’re strolling to Laurel Falls, biking 
Cades Cove, or hiking up to the Clingmans Dome observation tower, the views never disappoint.

Keep it easy with a paved walk or challenge yourself with a backcountry trek—the Smokies welcome all 
kinds of adventurers. Bring your camera, pack your snacks, and let the mountains do the rest.

LOCAL > STAYCATIONS

REACH NEW HEIGHTS AT OBER MOUNTAIN 
Just above downtown Gatlinburg sits Ober Mountain, a mountaintop adventure that’s been 
part of East Tennessee tradition since 1962. Originally a ski resort, Ober added its iconic 
aerial tramway in 1973—still one of the best ways to take in the Smokies from above.

While it’s the only ski and snowboard area in Tennessee during winter, Ober thrives all 
year. In the summer and fall, visitors can enjoy an alpine slide, mountain coaster, scenic 
chairlift, wildlife encounter, and indoor ice skating—plus dining and live music at the 
lodge. Whether you’re chasing the snow or the view, Ober Mountain offers a high-altitude 
getaway full of nostalgia, nature, and good old-fashioned fun.

DOLLYWOOD: WHERE BIG 
DREAMS TAKE CENTER STAGE
Since 1986, Dollywood has been one of 
Tennessee’s most beloved attractions, 
drawing millions each year with its blend of 
thrilling rides, world-class entertainment, 
and Southern charm—straight from the heart 
of Dolly Parton herself.

The park’s story began in 1961 as Rebel 
Railroad and evolved through several 
names before Dolly joined forces with 
the Herschend Family in 1986 to create 

Dollywood. Today, the 160-acre park 
includes top-ranked roller coasters, 
award-winning festivals, artisan craft vil-
lages, and iconic attractions like Klondike 
Katie, the 110-ton coal-fired steam train.

Guests can explore Dolly’s Home-on-
Wheels tour bus, visit a replica of her 
two-room childhood home, or wander 
through the immersive Dolly Parton 
Experience. Dollywood also boasts live 
music, Southern dining (Aunt Granny’s is 
still the top spot), and a calendar packed 

with seasonal events. From the spring 
Flower & Food Festival to Smoky Mountain 
Christmas, Dollywood blends Appalachian 
roots with world-class flair—and it’s all 
just a short drive away.

By Tiffany Davis
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TENNESSEE

This is one of the largest 
and longest-running fairs in 
East Tennessee, featuring 
rides, games, food, livestock 
shows, and live entertain-
ment. It’s a major commu-
nity tradition that brings 
together families, schools, 
and local organizations.

VALLEY FAIR

FESTIVALS

RECURRING EVENTS

BIG EARS
An internationally acclaimed music and arts festival that brings 
boundary-pushing performances to historic venues throughout 
downtown Knoxville. It attracts artists and audiences from around 
the world for a truly immersive cultural experience.

DOGWOOD ARTS FESTIVAL
A beloved outdoor art festival featuring juried fine art, live music, 
craft vendors, and food trucks. It showcases regional creativity and 
celebrates Knoxville’s commitment to the arts and natural beauty.

HOLA FESTIVAL
A vibrant celebration of Hispanic culture with live music, folkloric 
dancing, food vendors, and artisan booths from across Latin 
America. The event promotes cultural understanding and commu-
nity unity through art and heritage.

KNOXVILLE ASIAN FESTIVAL
This event showcases traditional and contempo-
rary Asian cultures through performances, a colorful 
parade, food, and educational booths. It highlights the 
rich diversity of the region’s Asian communities.

FIRST FRIDAY ARTWALK
Downtown Knoxville comes alive with gallery open-
ings, street performers, pop-up art shows, and 
live music. Locals and visitors explore the city’s 
creative scene in a festive, walkable atmosphere.

CONCERTS ON THE SQUARE
Live music fills Market Square with a mix 
of jazz, classical, and local bands playing 
in a relaxed, outdoor setting. It’s a favor-
ite gathering spot for people to enjoy free 
performances in the heart of the city.

BELOCAL BINGO
A high-energy free community bingo night that 
highlights a different local nonprofit at each 
event. It’s free to play, packed with prizes, and 
designed to bring people together while giving 
back. Held at Kern’s Food Hall and Maple Hall.

LOCAL > COMMUNITY EVENTS
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Strong. Confident. Ready.
 Jim Cloutier, founder of Revolution Krav Maga, is a certified Black Belt and internationally

recognized instructor with decades of experience in fitness, self-defense, and personal
development. His programs combine effective training with practical fitness to help you

build strength, boost confidence, and stay prepared for life’s challenges.

Train like your life depends on it—
because one day, it might.



38   BeLocal 20252025 Knoxville  39

This section is here to give our readers easier access when searching for a trusted partner to use. Get to know the 
businesses that make this magazine possible. Please support them in return and thank them if you get the chance!

AUTO REPAIR
AAMCO

(865) 964-3402
www.aamcoknoxville- 

stekoialane.com

CHIROPRACTIC CARE
Scoles Family Chiropractor

(865) 531-8025
www.healthyknox.com

CHOCOLATE & GIFTS
Schakolad Chocolate Factory

(865) 675-2626
www.schakoladturkeycreek.com

CHRISTMAS LIGHT INSTALLATION
Clean & Clear Volunteer

(208) 800-1984
www.cleanclearvol.com/

CONSTRUCTION/REMODELING
Preferred Construction

(865) 309-5180
www.Preferredconstructiontn.com

DENTIST - PEDIATRIC
Hardin Valley Children’s Dentistry

(865) 229-4969
www.hardinvalley 

childrensdentistry.com

DOG DAYCARE & BOARDING
Ultimutt Knoxville

(865) 640-2865
www.ultimuttknoxville.com

DOG GROOMER & DAYCARE
The Dog Stop

(865) 226-9363
www.thedogstop.com/locations/

tennessee/knoxville

ELECTRICIAN
Atomic Electric Service

(865) 409-2866
www.atomicelectricservice.com

FLOORING / CARPET
Factory Carpet
(865) 689-6740

www.factorycarpet.net

GYM/FITNESS
Rev Krav Maga
(865) 640-1656

www.revkravmaga.com

HANDYMAN/HOME REPAIR
AAA Quality Home Repairs

(206) 327-8202
www.aaaqualityhomerepairs.com

HEALTH INSURANCE
Coral Reef Insurance

(865) 294-7077
www.suziqhelpsyou.com

HVAC
Central City Heating & 

Air Conditioning
(865) 213-1354

www.centralcityhvac.com

JEWELER
Fountain City Jewelers

(865) 686-0502
www.fountaincityjewelers.com

JUNK REMOVAL & HAULING
Freedom Junk Removal

(865) 221-7827
www.junkremovalknoxville-tn.com

LANDSCAPING
Merken’s Landscaping

(865) 385-4216
www.merkensmowing.com

ORGANIZING / DECLUTTERING
High5 Solutions Knox

(865) 213-3100
www.High5solutionsknox.com

ORTHODONTICS
Swearingen Orthodontics

(865) 562-9662
www.Swearingenorthodontics.com

PAINTER
Painter1

(865) 345-5800
www.painter1.com/knoxville

PEST CONTROL
CommonSense Pest Control

(865) 389-7412
www.commonsensepc.com

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY
Smitty Photo & Film

(865) 281-1984
www.smittyphotoandfilm.com

PHYSICAL THERAPY
Cousin Physical Therapy

(865) 309-4055
www.cousinpt.com

PLUMBER
Friendly Neighborhood Plumber

(931) 200-7559
www.knoxvillefnp.com

REALTORS
Lee Anne Johnson Realtor

(865) 257-6338
www.leeanne. 

seeknoxvillehomes.com

Mike Messer Realty
(865) 567-7473

www.facebook.com/
mikemesserrealtor

Shannon Ritter Realtor
(865) 444-2400

shannonritter.unitedresolutions.
com/index.html

ROOFING
Daniel Hood Roofing

(865) 599-4501
www.danielhoodroofingsystems.com

TRAVEL AGENT
The Travel Saver
(817) 381-8383

www.thetravelsaver.com

TREE EXPERTS
Bartlett Tree Services

(865) 685-9220
www.bartlett.com/locations/

knoxville-tn

TREE SERVICE / REMOVAL
Monster Tree Service

(865) 427-6152
www.Monstertreeservice.com/

knoxville



9151 Currency St.
Irving, TX 75063


