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b Heston Waddin
Cliefit since 2003
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Between sudden weather events, equipment
breakdowns and many other surprises,

it takes all your expertise to manage your
farm. Meet with your COUNTRY Financial®
Farm Certified Representative to see

how our 100 years of experience insuring
farmers can help handle whatever is

thrown your way.

Visit COUNTRYFinancial.com/farm
to find a rep today

COUNTRY

— FINANCIAL

Farm policies issued by COUNTRY Mutual Insurance Company®, Bloomington IL.
0126-013MP
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{ Antique Tractor & Engine Exhibit
Central Oregon Antique Engine and Tractor
‘Association hosting their steam engines &
antique tractors! More info on the show map

Mechanical Bull & Ax Throwing
Learn how to throw an axe & ride the Bull!
Located both inside & outside of the North
Sister Building
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Central Oregon Ag Show is a family event

Capital Press

The fifth Central Oregon Ag Show will set
up shop at the Deschutes County Fair and Ex-
po Center in Redmond March 27-28 offering a
one-of-a-kind combination of information, en-
tertainment and education about agriculture.

Admission to the show is free.

The show, presented by the Capital Press,
features 50 exhibitors offering information
about all of the latest agricultural equipment
and services. Farmers and ranchers shouldn’t
miss this opportunity.

The show is sponsored by Country Financial
and Irrigation King.

Family activities

For the younger set, there’s a Kid Zone spon-
sored by the Deschutes County Farm Bureau.
Youngsters will get a chance to make ag-cen-
tric necklaces and bracelets — and even make
a pedal-powered smoothie with an Oregon
dairy princess-ambassador.

The Central Oregon Antique and Engine and
Tractor Association will offer a display of

early day gas engines and antique tractors
Saturday. The display will take attendees back
in time to see how Central Oregon was settled.

Wool producers will be on hand to demon-
strate how they turn wool into yarn.

There will also be a petting zoo. Adults can
ride a mechanical bull and try their hand at ax
throwing. There will be food trucks offering
refreshments, and a cash bar.

Pesticide classes

The show offers four core pesticide safety
credits from Oregon state OSHA Friday from
10-3 p.m. The class is free, and participants
can register at the door.

CENTRAL OREGON AG SHOW
Where: Deschutes County Fair and Expo Center.
Address: 3800 SW Airport Way, Redmond, Ore.

Dates: March 27-28. Times: 9 a.m. — 6 p.m. Friday; 9
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Admission: FREE
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The Deschutes County Farm Bureau will conduct activities for children in the Kids Zone.
(Captial Press file photo)
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We can help you save
on your energy costs.

Visit EnergyTrust.org/Ag to learn
more about our cash incentives for
agriculture.

I
N

EnergyTrust

of Oregon
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BUSINESS NAME 2026 Booth #

Capital Press Main Entrance

Equipmentshare 1406

Apostle Leather 1405

USDA 1313

High Dessert Wool Growers 1407

Broadus Bees 107

Oregon Farm Bureau 1113

Agroecopower LLC 1201

BEAR 1215

Kencove Farm Fence 1408

APW 1202A

Bar None Auction 1315 _ sy TR\ |
Energy Trust of Oregon 1304 B oA § ' Pettingzoo 63

Evergreen Environmental Linings 1402
HarvestWise Drone Solutions  1202B

Loftness Manufacturing 401

Leaf Guard 1004

Pace Financial 1213 S il coe 4 sk x)
Stettler Supply Company 1115 e A ‘ Building
Transport Equipment Solutions 301 EOLEaAnCE
Advanced Land Management 1306 P s B
Auction Sales Company 1006 e JSRRE ' S o
Barn Dominion 1401 z

Cleary Building Corp 1204

Diamond K Trailer Sales 303
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BUSINESS NAME 2026 Booth #

Fay Land Brokerage 1212
Healthy Herd Hydration 1111
National Solar USA 1305
Oregon Land Maintenance & Rec 1203
Pape Insurance 803
Pure Energy Group 1205
Suterra 1216

UPLAND AG SOLUTIONS, LLC 108
Day Spring Solar & Water LLC 905

*Building. | : Rule Steel 1403
" Entrance ot . _ Ag Tire Solutions 1404
RS LR O Irrigation King 1301
Leaf Filter 1005

Renewal by Andersen 1114

Entrance to Fairgrounf,s wWur dinger 1311

: Suspension Specialties Outdoor B

Central Oregon Pole Buildings 203

Floor Coverings Intr. & C.O. 1312
Oregon Feed & Irrigation 806
Kauboi 1214
Country Financial 802
Bliss Roofing 1211
Ember Saunas 304
Just Rum Co 106

Kids Zone

Capstone Accounting N/A

Sids Zone
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Country Financial supports farms,

By Aliya Hall
For the Capital Press

Country Financial is not just a 1-800
number. Cora Christ, a Farm Certified
Country Representative for Klamath
Falls, said it’s a local company of small
business owners.

“We are your neighbors,” she said.
“We have the experiences and knowl-
edge to help people who are just like
us.”

Country Financial has been estab-
lished for 100 years, specializing in farm
insurance, but there’s a misconception
that s all it does. Country Financial also
offers home, auto, life and business in-
surance, as well as financial planning to
ensure security for future generations.

With each farm requiring unique
insurance needs, Country Financial
offers a variety of policy options. Stan-
dard protection plans focus on property
damage; however, additional protection

—

- —

~ L |

Fast & Free Shipping from Oregon
www.irrigationking.com

1-844-259-0640

plans include machinery and livestock
protection as well as liability and med-
ical insurance. There are also differ-
ent levels of insurance for farmers to
choose based on their needs.

Along with insurance, Christ said
Country Financial offers financial
planning services, which include a no
charge consultations for their retire-
ment plans.

Christ services almost 1,000 house-
holds in Klamath Falls and said its their
customer service that sets Country
Financial apart from other insurance
companies because they cater to the
needs their clients are looking for.

“We schedule reviews with our exist-
ing clients every single year. I hear over
and over again that other companies
just never reach out to their clients but
sign them up,” she said. “Our claims
process is far superior. I can honestly
say that whenever we have a situation
happen, our adjusters are out there on

Best Prices on Irrigation Supplies

X

10% OFF

PROMO CODE:

CAP10

community

Cora Christ, a Farm Certified Country Representative for Klamath Falls, services almost 1,000 house-
holds in the area. The thing that sets Country Financial apart from other insurances, she said, is their
customer service. (Contributed photo)

the spot cutting a check before any oth-
er company has even showed up.”

In 2025 during a bad snowstorm,
Christ said that she had almost a doz-
en total losses on hay barns and equip-
ment, and they were quickly able to get
a team out there to do cleanup and get
the farms back into business without
any lags.

“Being able to provide a service when
things are bad and knowing that I did
my job up front — asked the right ques-
tions, provided the right coverages—so
when that really awful situation hap-
pened, they were able to have one less
thing on their plate, which is the finan-
cial part of it,” she said.

This extends beyond farm care.
Christ said she had a client who she rec-
ommended to get life insurance shortly
before the person died from cancer.

“By providing that service, explain-
ing, and ultimately selling that service I
was able take a little bit of a burden off
the family’s shoulders,” she said.

Country Financial is also active in the
Klamath Falls community. Christ’s of-
fice holds an annual Hero’s Breakfast,
which serves 30 first responders and
veterans. The business dates to youth
programs like soccer, 4-H, rodeos and
robotics.

“We are definitely more than just a fi-
nancial company,” she said.

www.capitalpress.com

Your source for agriculture and natural
resources news affecting the West



March 2026

CapitalPress.com 7

Irrigation King: Selling directly to customers

By Brenna Wiegand
For the Capital Press

IrrigationKing was estab-
lished in Tualatin, Ore., by a
group of people with many
years of experience in the irri-
gation industry who wanted to
try a new way.

“We wanted to sell direct to
consumers to give them better
prices,” Sales Manager Paul
Nanson said. “In the past we
have sold irrigation equip-
ment exclusively to dealers
and we wanted to break away
from that.”

General Manager Chase Ber-

rier started working on the
website in 2015.

“The whole goal was to be-
come an online retailer that
makes it quick and easy to
purchase what you need with
good prices and fast shipping,
almost to an Amazon level,”
Nanson said. “It’s a lot differ-
ent than your typical irrigation
dealer, that’s for sure.”

They made about $25,000
in sales during their first few
months in business in late
2016, and in 2017 sold $418,000
of product.

“Sales doubled every year
for the next few years, and we

ended up getting more sales-
people and adding warehous-
es in Texas and Florida to bet-
ter cover the country,” Nanson
said.

Something that sets Irri-
gationKing apart from most
websites, including Amazon,
is providing customer service
on the level of the local dealer.

Unlike many parts dealers,
IrrigationKing posts its prices
and shipping costs upfront so
customers can make quicker
decisions.

“We always answer the
phones, and we have live chat
and email so there are a lot of

ways to get a hold of us and
all of us are very good at help-
ing customers figure out how
to use our products and what
they need to set everything
up,” Nanson said. “Our prima-
ry customer is somewhere be-
tween a backyard farmer and
a hobby farmer with orders
averaging between $200 and
$400, and there isn’t a lot of
support for those people.

“We basically fill the gap be-
tween garden hoses at Home
Depot and the bigger dealers
who don'’t necessarily consid-
er 3 to 20 rolls of drip tape a
sizable order,” Nanson said.

“We specialize in products
for the smaller farmers with
an acre or two, including a lot
of 80 to 100 gallon-per-minute
tripod sprinkler kits and a lot
of drip tape and drip systems
that we help people design,”
he said.

“A lot of things like pressure
loss and calculations can be
confusing when you first start
looking at all the parts and
pieces and how they connect
together, so we try to have Kkits
here and there, where we pack-
age things together and reduce
the number of decisions for the
customer,” he said.

The Central Oregon Antique and Engine and Tractor Association will offer a display of
early day gas engines and antique tractors March 28. (Capital Press file photo)

OSHA core credit courses will be

Four free pesticide credits

offered at show

Capital Press

Morning

10 a.m. -11 a.m. — Hazard communi-

cation, Cory Stengel

available Friday, March 27 at the Cen-
tral Oregon Ag Show.

Four core credits are available to
Oregon license holders. There is no
charge for the courses, and partici-
pants can register at the door.

A series of four courses, worth a
total of four credits, will be offered

in two sessions separated by a lunch
break.

Ag Tire Solut

-

A\ ¥l

ons

11 a.m. -Noon — Pesticide and Per-
sonal Protective Equipment, Cory Sten-
gel

Afternoon

1 p.m - 2 p.m. — Respiratory protec-
tion, Cory Stengel

2 p.m .- 3 p.m. — Tips and Tricks
to an Effective PPE Management Pro-
gram, Cory Stengel

AgTire Solutions

ATS

Specialized Tire &

Wheel Products
Call 503-308-1870
www.agtiresolutions.com
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STEEL STRUCTURES WOOD-LOOK

AMERICA"™ STEEL SIDING

OREGON'S MOST TRUSTED
POST-FRAME BUILDER

“I've always thought it’d be great
to have a place to have one spot
to have all my stuff.”

Central Oregon Homeowner

30 15,000+

Years in Oregon Completed Builds

Shops | Barns | Arenas | Ag Storage

Free Estimates | Financing Available

VISIT US AT Central Oregon Ag Show | Mar 27-28 | Deschutes County Fairgrounds, Redmond
BOOTH 704 (541) 982-3779 | steelstructuresamerica.com

Experience the Thrill of Bend Axe Throwing

Our mobile unit brings the excitement to you! Add a fun,
friendly, and competitive experience to your next event.

Great for:
Corporate events
Birthdays

Music Festivals
Holiday Parties
BBQs

Block Parties
And much more!

@bendaxe +1 (541)697-4226  bendaxe.com bendaxethrowing@gmail.com




