Labor costs are eating up profits for Washington apple growers, according to the Northwest Horticultural Council. (Don Jenkins/Capital Press)
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By Don Jenkins
(apital Press

Washington in 2024
ranked No.1 in producing
apples, blueberries, hops,
pears, onions and sweet
cherries. It was No. 2 in

grapes, potatoes, rasp-
berries and winter wheat,
grapes.

And in take-home

farmer pay, it ranked
No. 50. Despite excel-

ling at growing high-
value crops, Washington
agriculture actually lost
money, according to the
USDA.

That’s not to say every
farmer lost money. Cat-
tle ranchers are enjoying
a run of high prices. But
as a whole, production
expenses exceeded gross
cash income. The USDA
estimated returns to oper-

ators at minus $396.2
million.

Washington ~ wasn’t
just last. It was dead
last. Alaska was the only
other state with negative

returns — minus $10.5
million.

Washington’s  neigh-
bors prospered. Idaho

and Oregon farmers net-
ted $2.2 billion and
See WASHINGTON, Page A4
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WE HAVE THE HEAVY TRUCK PARTS YOU NEED

Xcelle
P el’so,':"
Serv,ge:

Interstate Battery M-31SHC-P1 $99.95
LOWEST PRICE IN TOWN
1 YEAR warranty. Screw top posts. +$28 core, Group Size 31T
Cold Cranking Amps (CCA)1000, CA1250, (RC) Min @ 25
Amp180.0 minutes Amp Hours (Ah)99

New Aftermarket- CYLINDER HEAD CAT

3406B $2,903.33
NOT REMANUFACTURED, Round Exhaust Port, No Core
Fully Loaded with New Valves & New Springs,
OTHER MAKES & MODELS AVAILABLE CALL FOR PRICING

STOCKING DEALER
2010 Peterbilt 335 $12,499.99 #16099 Jones ""’*&'A“‘D"E“;; ?L‘:’l'l“s“;"e' Hoads
Paccar PXS, 330 HP, ESN#73016554, FROT1210C. .

Air Trac suspension Eaton,/Spicer 521-170D (LOCKER) 3.90 Ratio. Most Makes and Models Available

226" wheelbase. 66-gallon fuel tank. V# 2NPLHN7X0AM106208 Call for Pricing
AXLES - CROSSMEMBERS + TIRES - WHEELS + FUELTANKS <  MISC PARTS
POWER TRAIN + DRIVELINES + HOODS + TRANSMISSIONS + ENGINES + CABS
COOLING PACKS + OILPANS + REARCUTOFFS + FIFTHWHEEL + ECMS + PTOS

509-321-5428

3020 N. Flora Rd. Spokane Valley, WA

highmitnhorsepower.com

0 GH MO
AIVORSEPOWER

USED HEAVY TRUCK PARTS

sales@highmtnhorsepower.com

AgriMACS to close,
resulting in 145 job losses

Capital Press staff

AgriMACS — Agricultural
Management and Consulting
Services — notified the Wash-
ington State Employment Secu-
rity Department that it intends
to close all operations at several
locations.

That follows on the heels of
a notice earlier this year from a
different Washington fruit-based
business, Food Service Slicing
— doing business as Crunch
Pak — that it would close its
plant in Selah, Wash.

AgriMACS, based in Chelan,
Wash.,, told the department in a
March 6 letter that 145 employ-
ees will be affected.

Their  employment is
expected to end on or about
May 8, according to WARN Act
paperwork.

“The reason for closure is
hardship due to business cir-
cumstances,” wrote AgriMACS
leadership, in a letter to the
department.

More than 20 work loca-
tions in Chelan, Wash., Othello,
Wash., and other communities

were listed in the WARN notice.

According to the compa-
ny’s website, AgriMACS was
founded in 2000 and manages
more than 5,000 acres.

Services provided have
included general management,
horticultural and  viticultural
advice, fruit storage and pack-
ing placement, accounting and
budget administration services,
property sale and acquisition
services, and investment acqui-
sition analysis and support.

AgriMACS  representatives
weren’t able to be contacted for
comment regarding this article.

The Food Service Slicing
notice, sent in mid-January, noti-
fied the Employment Security
Department that 101 employees
could lose their jobs with the clo-
sure of its facility in Selah, Wash.

The plant closure was
expected to take place March
31.

The shuttering of that facil-
ity was due to increased capabil-
ities of the company’s facilities
in Cashmere, Wash., as well as
a broader effort to strengthen its
long-term competitiveness.
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TRACTORS

CIH STX375 WHEEL TRACTOR, Parfing Qut ..................... CALL
'62 ALLIS CHALMERS HD6 DOZER, Shows 3020 Hrs, Angle Blude 5,950
‘05 CIH MX255, 4382 Hrs, Front & Rear Duals, Front Weights,
Luxury Cab 575,000
14 CIH 380 MAGNUM, 4959 Hrs, (VT, Suspended Front Axle, Engine
Brake, Front Dudls, Rear Triples, Front Weights, 2K Rear Weights...$139,950
’85 VERSATILE 876, 13793 Hrs, Cummins, Powershift, Diff Locks,
$5,000
23 MF 87408, 795 Hrs, CVT, AutoSteer, (24) Front & (8) Rear
Weights, (6) Hyd Remotes, PTO.........cooeevvveerrerrerrrrrrrrrennn 268,000
’82 JD 8640, 10681 Hrs, PTO, Firestone Radials, $12K In Work
Orders In Past Year 515,950

12 JD 7230R, 4112 Hrs, MFWD w/ TLS, VT, 1D H480 Loader w/
Bucket,/Grapple/Hay Handler, (4) Remotes, Active Seat, LH Reverser ...

Bad Transmission

$137,000
‘95 CAT CH45, 11K Hrs, Late 25" THatKS .ovvvvrvvevrrrcenens 524,950
STEIGER BEARCAT II, Rebuilt Engine, New Clutch............. 57,000

‘08 JD 6330, 2472 Hrs, MFWD, Power Quad Trans, 673 SL Loader,
LH Reverser, 86" Bucket (2) Remotes............crvvveereen $65,000

03 AGCO DT200, 4486 Hrs, MFWD, Powershift, 4 Remotes..........

545,000
‘76 1H 1086, 7868 Hrs, Eng OH @ 4595 Hrs, (10) Front Weights,
Rear Duals, 3 Remotes $20,000

‘81 STEIGER $T225 BEARCAT III, 10140 Hrs, Cat 3306, 20
Spd, 20.8X34 Duals, (4) Remotes...........eoeeeeccserrerrereereeeees $8,500
(2) JD STARFIRE 3000 DOMES & (1) JD 2600 HEAD W/
NEW TOUCH SCREEN 52,750

COMBINES & HEADERS

“11 CASE IH 8120 LEVEL LAND 4016 Sep Hrs., Luxury Cab...
PARTING OUT, 1/2 OF NEW

‘08 GLEANER R75, 3165E/2582S Hrs, ‘10 MacDon D50-35"

Draper Head & Cart $35,000
‘11 CIH 3020-35’ FLEX HEAD, (art............c..oooven.n 511,000
“19 MACDON FD135 FLEX DRAPER, 35', CIH Adapter, Top Auger
$59,000
"13 MACDON FD75-S FLEX DRAPER, 35", CIH Adapter, Top Auger . °35,000
(100) LOVE LIFTERS S25 EA.
‘80 IH 1470, ‘94 (IH 1010-25" Head......vrsveorceeeeee 54,000
‘91 CIH 1020-25’ FLEX HEAD............cccoocoroe $2,500
REDKOP MAV CHOPPER & SEED CONTROL UNIT, Came
Off CIH 40 Series Combine $32,000

“03 CIH 2388, 3695E/2963S Hrs, Hillco Leveler, ‘04 CIH 1010-
30" Head 45,000

“04 CIH 2388, 4938E /39405 Hrs, Hillco Leveler, ‘04 CIH 1020-
30 Flex Head 42,500

‘08 CIH 2020-30" FLEXHEAD, (art..............oooere. $1,000

YOUR BEST
DEALS ARE AT..

wwAG TRACKS!

TILLAGE BUYS

WILRICH FIELD CULTIVATOR, 32', Plumbed For Liquid Fertizer, Tine
Harmow 53,200

JD 1000 FIELD CULTIVATOR, 36', DYKO Paints, Mors Tine Harrow...%3,000
WILRICH 2900 PLOW, 9 Bottoms, Spring Resef, IH Bottorms...
BROEMELING HYDRAULIC CART, 50", Danish Tine Sections.... S6 950
SOIL SAVER, 18, Extra Center Section........c.cvvcereresrne 51,950
EDKA HYDRAULIC SPRINGTOOTH CART, 50", Flex.....%17,500
WILRICH 2900 PLOW, 10 Bottoms, Spring Reset, IH Bottoms...56,000
JD 2400 CHISEL PLOW, 40", Converted To Ripper Shanks, 1000-

Gal Poly Tank, 3 Bar Tine HArmow .........oovveoeccccceeereeeeeee 520,000
EDKA DANISH TINE SPRINGTOOTH CART, 50’, Flex Harrow..
510,950

1H 735 MOLDBOARD PLOW, 5 Bottom 3 Point Mount ......... 52,800
’18 WILRICH 2530 CHISEL PLOW, 43, 3 Bar Tine Harrow...$55,000

’18 GREAT PLAINS 7336DH DISK, 36, Gauge Wheels, 800 Total
Acres $57,500

40’ HYDRAULIC ROLLER CART, 18" Roller, 4 Bar Flex Harrow ...56,950
(5) 8’ FREEMAN 15” ROLLERS, (2) 5 15” ROLLERS... 53,950
KRAUSE 8270 TANDEM DISK .............ccocorvrrrc 58,000

HILLCO STH1010 DANISH TINE SPRINGTOOTH, 60", 7 Bar Flex

Harrow $85,000
“18 GREAT PLAINS 3500 TURBO MAX, 3K acres On Blades &
Spiders 579,950

JD 1050 FIELD CULTIVATOR, 36", Moris Tine Harrow......... 51,950

IH 770 OFFSET DISK, 18', 20-23" Blades $3,950
JD 230 DISK, 24", 19.521" Blades.......ooroeeeeeeererr 51,950
50" HYDRAULIC HARROW CART, 10 Bar Flex................. $1,000
M & W 1860 EARTHMASTER DISK RIPPER, 9 Shank, 5 Bar Flex

Harrow. 57,500
TILLAGE MASTER RIPPER, 14', 5 Shank w/ Dammer Diker & Cuge

Roller 52,500
(2) 12’ & (1) 8’ ROLLER 90/FT

SUMMERS HYDRAULIC HARROW CART, Tine Harrow........... 595
IH 45 VIBRASHANK FIELD CULTIVATOR, 32, Morris Tine. *1,200
IH 770 6 BOTTOM PLOW, Spring Reset ............coovvvvree 51,500

DRILLS

(4) IH 150 SPLIT PACKER HOE DRILLS, 12', 18" Spacing..
................................... $1,500 EA OR ALL (4) FOR 55,000

WAGNER 455 DRILL TOOLBAR, 35’, ID 980 Shanks,
Chrome Ally Fertilizer Points ............oovvooeeoeeeeeree $15,000

23 AGPRO CROSS SLOT DRILL, 36, 10" Spacing, 1500
Gal Primary N, 500 Gal Starter, 135 Bu Airbox, Scales ..$299,950

10 JD 1890, 36’, 10" Spacing, AgPro 1100-D Airbox,
Omnidrive Or Manual Drive, 3 Sets Of Seed Rolls, Blockage
Monitors, Extra Set Of New Forge de Niaux Blades......... 89,950

(44) MARK IV CROSS SLOT OPENERS, Low Acres .*110,000

“14 JD 1890, 40', 7.5” Spacing, 1 Owner, 32K Acres, Blockage
Monitors, ‘13 JD 1910 Cart $129,500

EZEE-ON 7550 DRILL, 30", 7.5" Spacing, 4280 Aircart, Dudls,
750 Gal NH3 Tank 516,950

53,950

(6) JD 9300 DRILLS, 48", Hitch, 12" Spacing.................

JD 455 DRILL, 35', 7.5" Spacing, New Wing Tires, Spare Parts,
Combo Boxes 529,950

GREAT PLAINS 3S4010HD DRILL, 40’, 7.5" Spucmg, 1 Seuson
On Blades 595,000

APPLICATORS

SHOPBUILT BACKPACKER, 1100 Gallon Cone Tank, Hydraulic
Drive Pump 57,950
’04 LORAL 6400 DRY SPREADER, 5069 Hrs, Cat, Allison,
Airmax 1000 Body, 70" Booms, Easy Steer...................... $35,000
RAVEN SIDEKICK PRO ICD CHEMICAL INJECTION
SYSTEM, Complete With Pump & Tanks..............ovceee... $3,500
RAVEN SCS 4400 CONTROLLER.............................. 51,250
RAVEN 460 CONTROLLER 5750
RAVEN SWITCHMATE 51,500

HYPRO HYDRAULIC DRIVE PUMP ............................. 5500

DEMCO RM600 3-POINT SPRAYER, 65, 600 Gal, 5

Section Boom Control, Greentronics Autoboom............... $18,500
SHOPBUILT 3-POINT SPRAYER, 1000 Gallon Tank, 80"
Trailing Booms, 9 Section Boom Confrol............vcovevevvennen. $5,000

(2) 500 GALLON SADDLE TANKS ON FRAMEWORK
OFF A 9380 QUAD, Hypro Hyd Pump.......................

BARBER DRY SPREADER, 45, Top Auger
1600 GALLON HOOP TANK

’01 ROGATOR 1254, 2502 Hrs, Cummins 5.9, 1200 Gal SS Tank,
5 Section Control, Boom Height, Autosteer, (2) Set Of Tires..................
547,500

BESTWAY SPRAY BOOMS, 115', 3 Way Nozzles, Greentronics
Height, 1 Exira Carbon Fiber Outer Boom Secion....................59,000

500 GAL POLY HOOP TANK 5300

“07 CIH 4420 PATRIOT, 6011 Hrs, 100" Booms, Viper IV, Aim
Command, Floater & Skinny Tires ......c....occoverererrrrerrenen. 379,950

BRANDT QF100 SPRAYER, 80", 1000 Gal Tank.............52,000

TYLER STAINLESS STEEL DRY SPREADER, Tandem Axle, Single
Spinner $1,500

MISCELLANEOUS

SUNFIRE RADIANT HEATERS, 80/120/160BU............. IN STOCK
NEW TITAN 480/80R46 TIRE................ccocccccerreene 51,250
(2) USED FIRESTONE 20.8 X 38 TIRES............... $1,000 EA.
(4) ALLIANCE 650/65R38 54,950
(2) BARBER SEED AUGERS, 8", Hydraulic Fold ............... 5950 EA.
S&A BC814 BELTAVATOR, Honda 20 HP Engine................. 56,500
IVECO 12.9L COMPLETE RUNNING CORE................ $10,000
1200 BU HOPPER BIN $1.50/BU
(4) MICHELIN 380/90R46 TIRES & WHEELS........ 1,500 EA.
SCOUT 3-POINT BACKHOE 5350
(2) FIRESTONE 28L-26 DIAMOND TIRES.................. 5500 EA.

DOYLE BELTAVATOR, Stainless Steel, Honda Engine, Hydraulic Travel

Motor 518,950
BELTAVATOR, 60’ $500
MATHEWS 60’ X 8” AUGER, Electric Drive................oocc... 51000
WESTFIELD SEED AUGER, Tailgate Mount...........c...evveerreerene $500
VERMEER PT12 TILE MACHINE ...............oooocmorrrrerrns $500

AALADIN ELIMINATOR 120 WASTE OIL HEATER.......... IN STOCK
UNUSED STEINBAUER PERFORMANCE MODULE, For CIH 500-620

11 CIH 800 PRECISION HOE DRILL 50", 3430 Cart, Bockage
Monifors on all Runs w/ Seed Count & Fert Count .............. 575,000

51,240
VERMINATOR GOPHER MACHINE, New Shank, Harrow Pulls. 4,000
WESTFIELD WR80-41 AUGER ..............cccocooorvrrerrerne 53,500
GT SWING AUGER, 8" X 47", Hyd Winch.............coocrvrrvrreen $1500
SCHULTE S150 MOWER, 15 $6,000

LlJECO Supply (28 8824531

o (AMSO o TRACKMAN o

FIRESTONE ¢ SOUCY
MowlMidmlle':""ss

For Case IH Quadtracks, No Core Required

VEHICLES

‘74 MACK RL700L Mack 6 Cylinder, 10 Spd, 20" Alloy

Aluminum Hopper Bed, Roll Tarp ......ovoooccccccveveeerreeees 510,950
'96 IH 8100, 364K Mi, Cummins M1 w,/ Fresh Overhaul, 10 Spd, 22°
Grain Body w/ Electric Roll Tarp, Lift AXIe.....oovoeor 549,950

'97 VOLVO WG64T, 410K M;, Recon Cummins M-11, 10 Spd, 20"
Steel Bed w/ Harsh Hoist, Removable Grain Box, Rear Pintle, All Aluminum

Wheels 539,950
'95 DODGE 1500, 360, AT 4WD, 124K Miles, 14K Miles On Engine

Overhaul 8,495
‘73 CHEVROLET €20, 64221 Mi, 350 V8, AT, A/C, 8' Bed.... 56,500
‘87 KW T800 GLIDER, Reyco 4 Spring, P/S.....oorrre. 52,000
‘94 MACK CH600, £7 400 HP 18 Spd..c.oeoeoere 51,950
CHEVROLET C65 TANDEM, 427, 5X3 Trans, Air Brokes......... 51,000
MACK RL700L, 400 Cummins, 13 Spd, A/C, Air Ride Cab........ 55,000

HAY EQUIPMENT

MVE 4010 BALE WAGON $6,950
MACDON CONDITIONER OFF MD 972 HEAD .................... 51,250
94 JD 920 MOCO, Flail Conditioner, 9'9” Cut................... $5,950
HESSTON 4650 INLINE SMALL SQUARE BALER, P10 Drive.......

57,900
KUHN GF7001T TEDDER, 6 Baskefs....................... 52,500

‘05 PREMIER (MACDON) 29521 WINDROWER, 2034
Engine,/1650 Header Hrs, ‘05 MacDon 972 Triple Delivery Head,

307, Cart 536,000
NH 216 TWIN BASKETRAKE........................ $5,500
LELY HAY RAKE, 3 Point Mount, 8 Whees..................... 51,250
95 MACDON 9000 SWATHER, 3593 Hrs, ‘00 MacDon 15'

Grass Seed Special 514,500

NH 1441 DISCBINE, *9K In New Cutter Bar ............... 11,950

13 MF 2170 BALER, 45648 Bales, Diamond Plate In Bale
Chamber $35,000
21 MF RK842 SD-TRC PRO ROTARY RAKE, Low Aces .....
$33,000
’08 MF 2170 BALER, 81272 Bales, Autolube, Poly In Bale
Chamber 529,500

‘04 JD 467 SILAGE SPECIAL ROUND BALER, MegaWide
Pickup, Preservative Applicator..............cccooooeeeeeeereeees $15,000

‘01 VERMEER R23A HYDRAULIC TWIN RAKE-.... 57,500

H & S TURNER FLUFFER 53,500
SHOP BUILT ROUND BALE HANDLER..................... 52,500
‘95 CIH 8840 SWATHER, 2465 Hrs, 14’ Dual Auger Head w/

Conditioner $15,000
TRAILERS

COLT HOPPER PUP TRAILER, 21", Late Brakes, Airgate, 21

Tongue 59,950
’23 BIG TEX 60EC 14’ TANDEM AXLE CAR HAULER ........
52,995




A4 The Growers’ Guide

April 2026

WASHINGTON:

continued from A1

$836.7 million, respectively. Cali-
fornia farmers made $19 billion.

Not long ago, in 2021, Wash-
ington’s returns were $2.8 billion.
Washington ranked 14th in farmer
pay. The fall to the bottom began
after that and the margins got thin-
ner and thinner until Washington
agriculture ran in the red.

The anecdotes match the data.

“I'm really close to bankruptcy
here. I’'m constantly trying to avoid
it,” Yakima Valley apple and hop
grower Graham Gamache said.

“It doesn’t make sense that Wash-
ington state agriculture is struggling
so much,” he said. “We have the cli-
mate. We have the water. We have
a fantastic infrastructure that has
developed over several decades.”

Lewis County farmer Jackson
Humphrey, 23, is about to begin
his third year in farming. He made
money in year one and lost money
in year two. “It’s really a stupid
time to get into farming,” he said.

Yakima County fruit grower
Jason Matson’s ancestors traveled
the Oregon Trail. The family has
farmed in the state since 1867. “So
far we haven’t screwed it up, but
I’'m getting nervous,” he said.

So what’s the matter
Washington?

“Oh, my gosh, where do we

with
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' JIM-BOB’S

EQUIPMENT SALES
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BT ae Feuel -g' e
2013 Case IH 8230 Level + Header
Everything is near new, 2338, Eng. 1,809 Sep.

),

begin?” asked Mark Herke, presi-
dent of the Yakima-Klickitat Farm
Association.

“It’s hard for me to come up with
a word to describe the situation
that’s not vulgar.”

Production costs soar

Northeast Washington ranchers
face wolves. Central Washington
irrigators face drought. Northwest
Washington farmers face defend-
ing their water rights. Southwest
Washington farmers need markets.
Apple growers want trade barriers
lowered. Red raspberry growers
wouldn’t mind some protectionism.

They all have something in com-
mon, however: “Farmers are price
takers, not price makers.” The man-
tra likely goes in one ear and out
the other unless one holds it inside
and lets it sink in.

“I’ve been told many times —
just ask more for your milk,” Skagit
County dairy farmer Jason Vander
Kooy said.

Farmers are the first to invest in
a crop and the last to be paid. And
the pay days aren’t keeping up with
investments. Farmer gross cash
income in Washington increased
18% between 2021 and 2024, while
production expenses grew by 64%.

Pesticides, fertilizers and elec-
tricity all went up. Washington
has the second-highest gasoline
and diesel prices in the U.S. Labor

—_———— —
P |

—————— ———————
S — —— e

costs — both hired and contracted
services — nearly doubled in three
years.

In total, Washington has the
eighth-highest farm production
costs in the U.S., trailing only
highly profitable farm states such
as Iowa, Texas and Illinois.

“We have a great place for agri-
culture. We have the right cli-
mate and soils, but our cost of
doing business is so much higher,”
Vander Kooy said. “The problem
is Olympia. They just don’t under-
stand agriculture — how we have
to compete against other states and
other countries.”

Washington’s top crop, apples,
has been especially hard hit by ris-
ing labor costs.

Washington apple growers in
2023 paid 108% of their total gross
revenue for labor, according to a
survey by the Northwest Horticul-
tural Council. “That was not an
anomaly. It was following a trend
line,” horticultural council Senior
Vice President Kate Tynan said.

Labor in 2013 equaled 37% of
gross revenue, according to the
horticultural council. Over the next
decade, revenue increased 7%,
while labor costs jumped 182%.

The rise in labor costs coin-
cided with an increase in foreign
farmworkers. Washington farm-
ers employed nearly 36,000 sea-
sonal foreign farmworkers in 2024,

——— ‘|< fx:vl f\’ﬁ;[

Fairfield, WA

“Farm Machinery Consignments On The Palouse”

Jim Holt
(509) 433-9018

jimbobsegsales@gmail.com

www.jimbobsequipmentsales.com

S

Lane Drone Spray Trailer & 2 Drones

0SHA Approved, 211 T50 drones.

2013 JD 4340

1200 S.S., tank, 120" booms, 4,025 hrs.
PEPIN Harrow Cart + Tank 62

700 gal. Poly tank, booms, 62 harrow.................... $3,850

xS R L

JD 9860 STS - HILLCO 61,000 eng $80,000

JD 6622 + HEADER

JD 16 Disc

19" discs, new cylinders

2000 MacDon 9350
4 Turbo Swather

SUMMERS HARROW 48’ o
Harrow tines 22", 6" bar harrow.

JD 960 CULTIVATOR 44

4 rows of 8" shovels, 5 row bar harrow,

RR ties not. Incl

————

a 25% increase from 2021.

The Department of Labor sets
minimum wages for H-2A workers.
Washington and Oregon’s H-2A
wage is usually the highest or sec-
ond-highest in the country.

Because there are so many for-
eign farmworkers, the H-2 wage —
higher than the state minimum wage
— sets the pay floor for domestic
workers. “We all have to pay that
to be competitive,” Gamache said.

The Trump administration has
adopted a new wage scale and rules
to slow down the growth in H-2A
wages. “It’s hard to project what
exactly will happen, but our hope is
it will help,” Tynan said.

Also in 2024, farmworkers began
receiving overtime pay after 40
hours in a week. The state Supreme
Court made the policy decision.
Legislators worked out the details.

Farmers have adjusted work
schedules to hold down hours for
workers. “That’s costing every-
body on the farm — both employ-
ers and employees,” Yakima Val-
ley fruit grower Jim Willard said.
“I really don’t think the Legislature
appreciates what they’ve done to
agriculture.”

The state Senate held a hear-
ing this year on giving farmwork-
ers collective-bargaining rights.
Labor advocates argued a govern-
ment-sanctioned process would
prevent labor strife. Farmers and

———— |’7\,\
———
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CHECKTHE |
WEBSITE FOR

MORE EQUIPMENT

View all inventory, photos & Details.
Recent sales to MT, ID, OR, WA.

KAZAKHSTAN, HONDURAS.

$150,000

5 o
JD 9630 STARFIRE 3000
Powershift , 6,126 hrs. 5 remotes.

JD 8640 PARTS TRACTOR

1983 JD 8450 PTO
12,426 hrs. partial Powershift, 225 hp

shift cable BroKen..........c.ceeecoeesereccssnnn

Not running, PTO, 3 remotes, glass damage..$2,200

. 1995 MacDon 942 Header 15
Goes with the MacDon 9350, 2 steel crimpers....$6,000

Soele i g |

$130,000

...... $10,500

Good rubber, P Bar header, straw chopper, 5,000 eng...$5,000

JD 6622 + HEADER
P Bar Leader, 6,793 hrs, wheat sickles avail................. $5,000

=

FLEXI - COIL 70’ Harrow
Newer hard surfaced teeth

ED-KA GRAIN TRAILER

26, 2 hoppers, & slides,

[
Title, tires, & wheels = % i
aval... $12500 on A s R N gl 1997 JD 914 GRASS PLATFU!?H
JD 637 DISC 30 S S50 JD 9252 ROW GRASS P.U. 25 HEADER

Mudscrapers, newer bearings, 23.5" discs 1983 JD 8450 PT0.cs $10.500 R &R RIPPER 16, 7 shanks.

JET GRAIN

TRAILER 1994 42, Title, tarp,

2 hoppers , 2 compartments..$18,500

|

; - 1997 JD 914 Grass Header 14
35, 75" spacing, many »
NEW parts........ 45,000
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WASHINGTON. Washington apple growers con- “We haven’t stuck our nose in more, but we just can’t because

* tinue to outdo themselves. “We fruit for years because I don’t think the Pacific Northwest farmers just
continued from A4

farm groups said a unionized work-
force could be the last straw.

The Senate decided not to
advance the bill this year. “That
one feels like it’s a matter of time,”
Matson said. “They keep piling
on.”

Too productive
Farmers are sometimes too stel-
lar. “We’re really good at what
we do,” Matson said. “We’re just
really efficient at oversupplying the
market.”
Bumper crops suppress prices,

produce more apples than the world
is willing to eat,” Douglas County
orchardist April Clayton said.

Alcohol consumption is down,
especially among young adults.
That’s good for health, but not good
for hops and grapes.

Clark County farmer Kevin Dob-
bins will let 600 acres go fallow
this year rather than adding to the
oversupply of grass seed. “I think
I’ll lose less money hanging out in
the office than farming,” he said.

Dobbins once grew berries, but
cheaper foreign imports caused

it’s viable,” he said.

“I think people need to care
where their food comes from,” he
said. “Berries go up a few pennies
per pound and it’s, ‘Oh, crap!” How
much do Snickers bars weigh per
pound?”

Low commodity prices ripple
through the farm economy. “Bee-
keepers are in the same boat as
everybody else,” Ephrata bee-
keeper Tim Hiatt said.

“We raise our prices (for polli-
nation services) annually, but we
don’t keep up with inflation,” he

don’t have the money.”

Farmers also have been hurt
by processors closing. Southwest
Washington farmers turned to
growing barley after losing con-
tracts to grow vegetables. But their
best customer, a malting company
in Vancouver, moved away. Farm-
ers are looking for another cus-
tomer, or crop.

“If we could grow 10,000 acres
of corn, we could make good
money. That’s impossible in West-
ern Washington,” Lewis County

See WASHINGTON, Page A7

berries to “peter out.” said. “It would be nice to charge

but are almost commonplace.

¥ e ~ R,

5026 ROTARY CUTTER Schulte SRW800 Rock Windrower
26', 1000-RPM driveling, skid pans, hyd Windrows rock , roots, stumps in field and can be
cylinders for level lft, double-ucﬁniwing lift used for gravel reclamation on roads & driveways.
oyls, transport locks, 10-gauge ded 540 RPM PTO drive”.

3 IN STOCK! IN STOCK! wrm

NEW RS320 ROCK PI
3.2 cbic yord (2.43 m3) hopper, 48"
T-iron tapered grate with 3/4” bottom
and 1/2” top, 16.50 x 1.1 tires.

y_IN STOCK!

FX-530 ROTARY CUTTER
*30" of mowing and shredding excellence.

FX-318 ROTARY CUTTER HIGH RISE 8000 ROCK PICKER

18" Width, CW 540 RPM driveling, Ewuul Angle Hopper capacity- 3 cu. yds., Picking width
Hitch, pan kit sinﬁle chains, front half belfing, - 60", Dumping height- 96", Rock size-
24 x 8-14" 20 Ply severe duty tires (8). 227",

WALTER IMPLEMENT

Odessa, WA * (509) 982-2644 + 1-800-572-5939
"THE FARM EQUIPMENT SPECIALIST"
www.walterimplement.com

NEW 42’ SCHULTE FX-742 ROTARY CUTTER

with fixed knife shredder and hydraulic tongue jack. 42" cutting width makes those long days short again. Use
one cutter where traditionally two or three cutters were needed. Cover more ground, while reducing the number
of tractors and fuel required in an operation. Increasing your efficiency means more money in your pocket. Unique
5-plex design flexibility allows for a completely “road-able” machine at a 118" (3m) transport width. iF280,/70R15
stubble proof fires, fixed knife shredder kit with updraft blades and shrouds to resize residue quickly, single chain
front and rear and rubber belting front, safety light kit. Cuts 42" wide by 2”-6" high at up to 2" diameter. Requires
250hp minimum. 6,500# hitch weight/18,000# total weight. This unit has new optional hydraulic jack.

L a2

WALTER IMPLEMENT

Odessa, WA*(509) 982-2644+1-800-572-5939
"THE FARM EQUIPMENT SPECIALIST"

Don Walter: don@walterimplement.com
MASSEY FERGUSON"

NEW BRENT V800 GRAIN CART, with fap, 850
bu. capacity, 20" auger, 550 bu./min. unload, 6°8"-9'1"
side reach CALL

www.walterimplement.com o r— .
*Programs subject o change. Finanding OAC. @ ALL PRICES F.0.B. ODESSA NEW GREAT PLAINS MPS2611, 11" MulfiPurpose Seeder with

AAGCO
small seeds box. 3-point hifch connection, acre meter. 11.3 bu. main

Your Agriculture Company

box capaciy, 2.6 bu. smal seed box copaciy..CALL FOR PRICE

nt l"
B |
.4.

NEW MASSEY
FERGUSON 1840,

medium rectangular baler with
knotter fan, quarter turn bale
chute, 14" x 18" bale chamber

NEW BRENT \” 000 CORNER AUGER GRAIN
CART PTO Drive, 900,/60X32 R1 Tires, 20" Soft Start
Auger, 4-way downspout, Rigid axle CALL

- w3

T I_-'llﬂ. S
MASSEY FERGUSON GC1725M TRACTOR/
LOADER, 25 HP, 2 range hydrostatic w/cruise control,
FL1805 Loader, 48" skid steer bucket CALL

SMUCKER WW40-P

40 ft. pulHtype weed wiper. Pultype units include

a tank and pump for your application convenience.
Longest Smucker pull-type unit with a 10 ft. center
section and two 15 ft. Wings fold back for road position
and trail behind. The sponge boom height can be
adjusted from 2 to 42 inches above the ground. WIPE
OUT TALLER GROWING WEEDS WITH NO DRIFT.

2026 MASSEY FERGUSON 1GC SERIES 16C.25
Big capability in a small package. For those who want a fractor
that's easy to handle but sfill gets the job done, the Massey Fergu-
son 16 Series delivers. Designed o tackle property maintenance, . N eT S -
londscaping, and year-ound projects, its the perfect enfryevel GREAT PLAINS FLEX HARROW CT8300-60, 60’

CA width. 16 rows of bar tines w/9” spacing and improved
drag bar connector for straighter fracking. 280/7R15

transport fires

NEW SCHULTE
FX742 CUTTER,
42',118" (3m) transport
width, hydraulic hitch jack,
iF280/70R15 stubble proof
fires

NEW GREAT PLAINS VT1100 TURBOMAX®
VT1100-30, 12 bu. capacity, 7 1/12" blade spacing,
20" or 22" blade options, hydraulically-adjustable gang

angle, rolling spike harrows or new chopper regls......CALL

COMBINES

GLEANER R62, combine

NEW 30" SCHULTE FX530 ROTARY CUTTER,
equal un?Ie hitch cat4, walking axles, fixed knives w/
updraft blodes and shrouds, hydraulically actuated outer
wings, safety light kit 1.3/4" x 20 spline, IF280,/70R15

BKT stubble-proof tire CALL

CALL
CALL
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ST@C k I a n d www.stocklandlivestock.com

January 12th - All Closs Cattle Sale
January 19th - Feeder Special

January 26th - All Closs Cattle Sale
February 2nd - Feeder Special

February 9th - NO SALE — WINTER BREAK
February 16th - President’s Day Feeder Special
February 23rd - NO SALE

March 2nd - Feeder Special

March 9th - All Closs Cattle Sale

March 16th - Feeder Special

March 23rd - All Closs Cattle Sale

ALL CLASSES OF CATTLE SELL
MONDAY-11:00 a.m.

Kale McGuinness

509-703-3981

LIVESTOCK AUCTION

March 30th - Feeder Special
April 6th - All Closs Cattle Sale
April 13th - Feeder Special
April 20th - All-Class Cattle Sale
April 27th - Feeder Special
May 4th - All Closs Cattle Sale
May 11th - Feeder Special

May 18th - All Class Cattle Sale
*featuring small animals

May 25th - NO SALE — MEMORIAL DAY

For Market Reports, Check
www.stocklandlivestock.com

Toll Free: 800-372-6845
Davenport, WA on Highway 28

(4) 1998 Kenworth T300's
CAT 3126, Allison automatic,

250 hp, Can modify wheel base to
Requested lengths ........... $17,900

94 Autocar Water Truck
4,000 gallon tank, hose reel,
spray bars, cat 3306, 7 speed,

(016 S CALL

CLASS 8 TRUCKS
509-534-9088

2015 Frieghtliner Cascadia
Detroit Diesel DD15, Allison
Automatic, full locking rears

Deleted, good miles.......... $34,900

2006 Sterling L9500
CATC13,13spd , 411
Bed with hoist, walking beam
Drop axle, good miles............ $39,900

2006 Freightliner FLD120SD,
Detroit 560 490 hp, 13 speed,
4ok rears, double lockers..$39,900

2011 IH 8600 Day Cab,
Cummins 350hp, Allison
6 speed automatic,
Cold AC....oovvrrrrrrres $29,900

2015 Kenworth T680 day cab,
485 hp, automatic transmission,
AC, full locking rears, clean easy

AT KT — $29,900

1992 FLD120 Grain truck,
Cummins N14, 9 spd, 4.33's,
20" bed...vvvvrrrrrrrrnns $39,900

1996 Wilson 48'x96” Flat Bed
2 tool boxes, sliding winches chain
ANCNOTS ..o $10,900

2024 Demco Liquid Tender,
New 2,350 & 3250 Tanks, New
Honda Motor & Pump, All Plumbed
and ready to go.

Black CORSOL paint ........ 589,900

30+ TRUCKS IN STOCK

Visit class8trucksales.nef

Kitchen corner: Cooking with pork

Here are some new reci-
pes from the National Pork
Board.

Egg roll in a bowl

Ingredients

1 Tbsp. sesame oil

1 small red onion (diced)

1 Tbsp. minced garlic

1 Tbsp. ginger (finely
minced)

1 1b. ground pork

2 tsp. sriracha sauce

1 bag coleslaw mix (14
0z.)

2 red bell peppers (sliced
thinly)

1 bag matchstick carrots
(10 oz.)

3 Tbsp. low-sodium soy
sauce (or liquid aminos)

1 Tbsp. rice wine
vinegar

salt (to taste)

black pepper (to taste)

Directions:

Heat sesame oil in a
large skillet over medium
heat. Add red onion, cook
2-3 minutes. Add garlic
and ginger. Cook until fra-
grant, about 1 minute. Add
ground pork and Sriracha.
Cook and crumble until
pork is cooked through and
reaches an internal tem-
perature of 160° F, about
7-10 minutes.

Add coleslaw mix, red
bell pepper, carrots, soy
sauce, sesame oil, rice
wine vinegar, black pep-
per, and salt, to taste, and
stir until well combined.
Cook, stirring occasion-
ally, until cabbage is ten-
der, about 5 minutes.

Spoon pork-cabbage
mixture in to a serving
bowl. Drizzle with sauce
of choice and garnish, if
desired.

Optional for garnish:
sliced green onions, ses-
ame seeds, wonton strips.

Optional sauces: hoisin
or duck sauce, sriracha,
hot sauce, or sweet chili
garlic sauce. For a creamy
sauce, mix together Greek
yogurt, sriracha, lime juice
and salt to taste.

Pork chop ratatouille

Ingredients:

2 Dbone-in ribeye pork
chops (40z. each)

2 tsp. Italian seasoning mix

3/4 tsp. ground black
pepper

1/2 tsp. red pepper flakes,
divided

2 Thbsp. olive oil, divided

1/2 white onion, finely
chopped

Egg rollin a bowl

4 tsp. minced garlic,
divided

1/2 red bell pepper, finely
chopped

1/2 yellow bell pepper,
finely chopped

14.5 oz. canned low sodium
crushed tomatoes

1 small eggplant, thinly
sliced

3 Roma tomatoes, thinly
sliced

1 yellow summer squash,
thinly sliced

1 zucchini, thinly sliced

1 Tbsp. fresh basil, thinly
sliced

1 Tbsp. fresh parsley, finely
chopped

1 tsp. fresh thyme leaves

Directions:

Preheat the oven to 375
degrees F. On a cutting board,
season each pork chop with 1
teaspoon Italian seasoning, ¥4
teaspoon black pepper, 4 tea-
spoon red pepper flakes.

In a 12-inch oven safe skil-
let, heat 1 tablespoon olive oil
over medium-high heat. Sear
each side of pork chop until
golden brown, about 1-2 min-
utes per side. Remove from
pan to cutting board.

Add onion and 1 table-
spoon olive oil to the skillet.
Sauté onion until fragrant and
turning translucent. Add 3 tea-
spoon minced garlic and bell
peppers, stir to combine and
saut¢ 10 minutes until soft-
ened. Add crushed tomatoes
and stir to combine.

Bring to a simmer, add pork
back to center of skillet and
baste pork with tomato sauce.
Remove skillet from heat.

Starting from the outer edge
of the skillet, alternate sliced
eggplant, tomato, squash and
zucchini arranged on top of
sauce. Repeat pattern working
from edge to center of skillet
around pork chops.

In a small bowl, whisk
together remaining olive oil
with remaining garlic, basil,
parsley and thyme.  Sea-
son with salt and pepper if
desired. Drizzle herb dressing
over vegetables and cover the
skillet with foil.

Pork chop ratatoui

Bake for 25-30 minutes or
until veggies are fork tender.
Remove foil and switch oven
to broil on high for 3-5 min-
utes, or until veggies begin to
brown and pork has reached
an internal temperature of 145
degrees F. Using oven mitts,
remove skillet from oven and
let rest 3 minutes before serv-
ing hot.

Pasta E fagiola

Ingredients:

1 Ib Italian sausage

1 tbsp olive oil

1 yellow onion (diced)

2 sprigs rosemary (minced)

Pinch of salt and black
pepper (optional)

3 cloves of garlic (minced)

1 can tomato paste (6 0z)

2 cups water

8 0z elbow macaroni pasta

1 can white beans, drained
(15 %2 0z)

1 lemon (juiced)

% cup shredded Parmesan
cheese (optional)

% bunch parsley (chopped,
optional)

Directions:

In a large pot, heat olive
oil over medium heat. Add
onion and cook 4-6 min-
utes until softened, stirring
occasionally.

Add Italian sausage, rose-
mary and a pinch of salt
and black pepper, if desired.
Cook Italian sausage, break-
ing apart with a spoon, for
6-8 minutes until browned
and aromatic.

Add garlic and tomato
paste. Cook 2-3 minutes until
tomato paste begins to cara-
melize and separate.

Add 2 cups of water. Bring
to a boil; add macaroni pasta
and white beans. Return to
a boil then reduce heat to a
simmer and cook, simmering
for 8-10 minutes until maca-
roni is al dente and sausage
reaches 160° F.

Remove pot from heat and
stir in lemon juice. To serve,
divide soup among 4 bowls.
Top with Parmesan cheese
and parsley, if desired.

Ground pork is safe to eat
at 160.
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farmer Dave Fenn said.
Humphrey, Fenn’s grand-
son, was one of the farmers
stuck with unsold barley.
But he’s finding alternative
crops to grow, he said.
What worries him as a
young farmer is the govern-
ment, he said. “I don’t want
to sound super partisan, but
I think the Legislature is
what really spooks me.”

Regulatory state

Markets change and so
do government expecta-
tions, farm lobbyist John
Stuhlmiller said.

“Commodity prices are
going to be unstable for-
ever,” he said. “If somehow
we could get regulatory sta-
bility that would be good.
But it’s never, ‘Here’s what
you need to do.’ It’s always
changing.

“The regulatory climate
has dramatically ramped
up in the last five to seven
years,” he said. “It’s been
gradual, and I believe it’s
directly related to fewer
and fewer people growing
their own food.

“My prediction is if the
gradual tightening goes on,
eventually we’ll be buy-
ing food from somewhere
else.”

State environmental
reports habitually refer
to prime farmland as

“degraded habitat” and the
potential source of dirt,
manure and chemicals run-
ning into water.

In an ongoing, high-pro-
file case, the state Depart-
ment of Ecology accuses
rancher Wade King of dam-
aging landlocked wetlands
in arid Central Washington.
King says he was digging
out old stockwater ponds.

The Skagit Delta in
northwest Washington has
been farmed since the 19th
century. But the National
Marine Fisheries Service
says preserving farmland
violates the Endangered
Species Act because the
land could be fish habitat.

“It’s setting a culture
— ‘We’re going to make
it difficult for you guys to
farm,” “ said Vander Kooy,
whose dairy farm is in the
Skagit Delta. “We just want
to farm. We don’t want to
deal with all this, but if we
don’t, we’ll get run over.”

Regulations  permeate
agriculture, said Washing-

ton State Dairy Federation
policy director Jay Gordon,
a Grays Harbor County
farmer. “State agencies, the
Legislature and courts have
just added to this drip, drip,
drip,” he said. “The word is
‘systemic.”

The state Senate passed a
bill this year to make pol-
luting water a felony, pun-
ishable by a long prison
sentence. The bill died in
the House, but, like collec-
tive bargaining, could rise
again.

“That’s what we’re
always staring at — some-
one pointing a gun at us,”
Matson said. “Imprisoning
good people. I don’t think
that’s a good policy.”

Some bills don’t need to
pass to leave a long-last-
ing bad taste. Former Gov.
Jay Inslee proposed wide
mandatory riparian buf-
fers on farmland. When it
failed, he blamed indiffer-
ence to salmon. A bill once
clumsily proposed requir-
ing Washington farmers
to report whether they had
slaves.

“To keep doing what
I do, I can’t allow disil-
lusionment to creep in.
But it’s getting harder and
harder to keep a stiff upper
lip,” Stuhlmiller said.

Two farms a day

The USDA counted
32,076 Washington farms
in the 2022 Census of Agri-
culture. This was 3,717
farms fewer than in 2017.

The math worked out
neatly. Washington lost
two farms a day for five
years. “That’s not a good
number,” said Clayton, the
Douglas County orchardist.

Judging by the USDA’s
returns to operators, it’s
only gotten worse for farm-
ers since the last census.

Willard said he knows a
man with a bulldozer. “He’s
as busy as can be pushing
out orchards and vineyards.

“I know it’s going to
take another year or two
for those markets to get
back into balance,” Willard
said. “Life is not getting
any more fun around here
for a while.”

Farmers may be stubborn
enough to stick it out, Gor-
don said. “For 154 years
my family has farmed the
same land,” he said. “Pride
of place — that comes with
farming, so we tend to hang
on and hang on.”

Humphrey, the third-

year farmer, was on course
to become a plumber before
he decided to follow into
agriculture his grandfather,
a 50-year farmer. “I liked
plumbing,”

Humphrey

said. “But I think there are
few occupations as morally
good as feeding people.”
Gamache said he spends
more and more time on reg-
ulations and financing and

less and less time on farm-
ing, but plans to stay with
it.

“I think I’'m going to
make it,” he said. “I’m a
damn good hop farmer.”

Earmlandilasihistony,

o m
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"STOP BY OR GIVE US A CALL TODAY.

C.D. "Butch" Booker

Des. Broker/Auctioneer
Licensed in WA & ID

Cotton Booker

Broker/Auctioneer
Licensed in WA

809 N. Main St - Colfax, WA 99111 - 509.397.4451 - info@booker2bid.com

(72B)

1997 GLEANER R72 COMBINE

2024 GLEANER $98, 592hrs, RWA, duals, chopper, GPS, overhauled........ CALL
2018 GLEANER 598, 1064hrs, RWA, duals, chopper, overhauled.............. CALL
NEW MACDON FD240 40’ FLEX DRAPER HEADER JD MOUNT ... CALL
NEW MACDON FD240 40’ FLEX DRAPE HEADER, Clacs mount....... CALL
NEW MACDON FD240 40’ FLEX DRAPE HEADER, Gleaner mount ... CALL

$16,500

1996 GLEANER R62 COMBINE

good shape

HAY EQUIPMENT

i

2012 HESSTON WR9740 WITH 16’ 9126 AUGER HEADER,

$10,000

and bagger, 166hrs

CASE CX55B EXCAVATOR, cab, 4500 hours.........occvrr 32,500
CASE 90XT SKID STEER, 85hp, 8950lbs open stafion ... 9,995

MISCELLANEOUS

2020 ERSKINE 2420XL-72" skid steer snow blower
2022 ERSKINE 901352 Skid steer disc mulch head
2024 JOHN DEERE Z545R, zero furn mower with blower

$58,500

2017 New Holland 340 Plus 3X4 baler
2015 New Holland 340 3X4 baler .........

Kyhotag,

(mESTWAY)

2016 MASSEY FERGUSON WR9870, 16’ dual rofary header .......$105,200

2002 MacDon 9352, 2633hrs, 15’ 972 draper head........#29,500.00

TRACTORS

1969 FORD 4000, gos, 55hp, 2wd, loader.............
1983 FORD 1710 26hp diesel, 4WD, loader and backhoe, 817hrs ......$14,900
2014 KUBOTA BX2370, 4wd, 23hp, loader, mower deck
1976 IH 1086 TURBO, 140hp, 5347 hrs good rubber
2023 Kubota L2502HST, loader, cutter, box scraper, T15hrs........ 27, 700,00

o

..549,900.00
.%44,900.00

2019 KUBOTA RTV-XG850, 4\WD, gos, 6323 miles........coccvcvm
2014 KUBOTA RTV-X1120D, diesel, 4WD, full cab, 722hr;
1995 KUBOTA G2000, gos 60" riding mower ..................
40’1 TRIP, STORAGE CONTAINER, 4 side doors, 1 end door ...

TILLAGE & DRILLS

2025 SCHULTE FX530 30" ROTARY CUTTER...............ccoorici, CALL
RITEWAY RH9260 60’ ROTARY HARROW, great condition.............. 42,500
2022 GREAT PLAINS 3500TM 35’ TURBO MAX VERTICALTILL..... °99,900
2022 GREAT PLAINS 3000TM 30’ TURBO MAX VERTICALTILL.....*83,500
2021 GREAT PLAINS HT1100-40 TERRA MAX 40’ HYBRID TILLAGE TOOL,

good shape $92,500
: JOHN DEERE 550 51” 3 POINT TILLER, new oil &blads.............. $1,900
......................... $55,500.00
s Farm EQUIPMENT
....................................... 5,500 HEADDUARTERS, INC.

$12,500
$14,500

GLEANER

NGO

1-800-545-5395
Local (541) 276-6222
Email: sales@feheq.com
www.FEHEQ.com

g "’mu W ¥ 7 MASSEY FERGUSON'
\ A4

Pendleton, OR.
5481.2765.6222

EVENINGS:
* IR Loiland 541-240-0572
* Shane Palm 541-379-2830




WWW:EERTILIZEREQUIPMENT:NET,

contained gas engine, electiic roll over forp, sight glass windows,
fandem axle, ai ride suspension ........... RO )

Younker Bros.

800-362-2387
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Grandin to kick off new
WSU ag dean lecture series

Lecture (Courtesy Colorado State Unlver5|ty)

By Matthew Weaver
Capital Press

Longtime animal welfare
and autism awareness advo-
cate Temple Grandin will kick
off a new lecture series for
Washington State University’s
agricultural college.

Grandin will speak May
6 at 6 p.m. in the Cub Senior
Ballroom on the WSU cam-
pus in Pullman, Wash., as the
first in the Cashup Davis Fam-
ily Endowed Lecture.

The event is free and open
to the public. About 600 peo-
ple are expected to attend.

Raj Khosla is Cashup Davis
Family Endowed Dean for
WSU’s College of Agricul-
tura, Human and Natural
Resource Sciences.

The family made the com-
mitment that part of the
endowment be used to bring
“world leaders who can inspire
our next generation of leaders
— our students, staff and fac-
ulty members,” Khosla told
Capital Press.

Khosla envisions a distin-
guished lecture series, bring-
ing in two global leader speak-
ers each year.

Grandin’s name ‘“‘unani-
mously” rose to the top, as a
longtime advocate for animal
welfare, Khosla said.

“Our campus is so excited
that she will be coming and

imparting knowledge with our
students,” Khosla said.

Grandin’s presentation is
entitled “The World Needs All
Kinds of Minds.”

“There’s not just one way
of doing business, there’s so
many minds that think differ-
ently, and we should embrace
that element of thinking differ-
ently, and making a difference
in the line of our work,” WSU’s
Khosla said. “Nobody’s small,
nobody’s big. We should work
together in solving challenges
across the planet. Animals
are no less than humans. It’s
going to be an inspirational
(speech).”

Unrelated

WSU first announced Gran-
din’s speech March 12, prior to
the campaign against the uni-
versity by People for the Eth-
ical Treatment of Animals and
“compassionate  veterinary
group” Our Honor, which led
to threats prompting WSU to
cancel on March 16 the equine
portion of its Veterinary Med-
icine 573 surgery laboratory
course.

Grandin’s speech is unre-
lated to the situation with the
equine surgeries, Khosla’s
office told the Capital Press.

Grandin is also scheduled
to speak at Whitworth Univer-
sity earlier in the day May 6, in
Spokane.
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Hybrid Canola
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winter canola genetics
for 16+ years
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+ Renewable Diesel
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@ No special equipment needed @ 2xoil content of soybeans
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@ Enhanced carbon capture 2 Improved water quality through

through winter nitrate/phosphate retention

Early Order Discount Program Available - Deadline: May 15th
Please ask your retailer for details

When experience counis. A family-owned supplier of premium hybrid canola genetics,
offerlng refined commercial production programs backed by extensive independent
research. Strong breeder focus on yield, disease/stress resistance and shatter tolerance.
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36710 Hwy 12 # Dayton, WA (509) 382-4824

& Equipment Parts




A10 The Growers' Guide

April 2026

ALLMmAN S
ADDERS —
TRIPOD ORCHARD LADDERS

Built of lightweight aircraft quality aluminum.

Quality = Stability = Longevity

Most preferred by growers & workers.

Family Owned & Operated For over ] () years!
Find a dealer near you!

BEDNRR
Looking for HIGH-SPEED DISCS or
CUTTING ROLLERS for shallow tillage
and residue management?

A proven design combined with maximum daily output—these are the key advantages of the
SWIFTERDISC XE high-speed disc. Its design makes it ideal for shallow tillage and intensive mixing of
crop residue with soil. SWIFTERDISC XE speed discs are available in working widths of 32'10" and 40'8".

b s o

DURACUT TE cutting rollers ensure shallow topsoil processing typical of vertical tillage. This technology
minimizes soil structure disturbance, particularly in the horizontal plane. Only the top soil layer is loosened,
resulting in improved water retention, reduced erosion, and excellent conditions for seed germination.

Chuck Schmidt
(509) 994-2133
JOY OF FARMING

NORTH-PINE AG EQUIPMENT INC
2110 E Babb Road, Rosalia WA 99170
cschmidt@att.net

It’s the Pitts: Miss Understanding

By Lee Pitts
en can be
such wimps!
I have come
to the conclu-
sion that after the death of
their elderly spouse women
seem to have far less trou-
ble than men who lose their
spouse. Men just can’t seem
to live without a woman in
their life but women seem
to flourish without a man
in theirs. This became obvi-
ous to me after seeing four
blue haired widows getting
smashed on wine Margari-
tas at Olive Garden, laugh-
ing and having such a good
time the manager had to
come by and ask them to
tone it down.
A couple years ago I had
a rancher friend who had the
misfortune of losing his dog
and his wife in a span of six
weeks. He completely fell
apart and went to seed. His
once obese body was now skin
and bones because he didn’t
even know how to boil water
and his clothes wouldn’t even
make good shop rags they
were so far gone. My friend
didn’t even know how to wash
and dry clothes. He just wore
them until they fell apart and
then he’d go to the hardware
store and buy new ones. It was
like he was having a mid-life
crises at age 75. The only thing
he had going for him was he
he’d inherited what was once a
huge Mexican Land Grant that
some distant relative had fina-
gled the Mexican government
out of.
[ felt sorry for my friend and
tried to help him, advising him
he would be far better off just

Lee Pitts

getting a new one right away.
Shortly after his wife died
I was surprised to hear that
he was a regular on the dating
scene.”What the heck are you
doing?” I asked. “Don’t you
think you should show some
respect to your widow who
stuck by you through thick and
thin and was married to you
for over 50 years? You should
have waited at least a year!”
Dutch researchers have
found that men have on aver-
age four billion more brain
cells than women but I think
they lose them all after their
spouse dies. My buddy got
so desperate he tried finding a
mate on the Internet but found
no takers. Then he tried a more
traditional approach by adver-
tising in the weekly newspa-
per’s classified ads but he came
off as sounding a bit too des-
perate. His ad read: “Elderly
rich guy in poor health looking
for a new wife to cook and do
laundry. PLEASE Dear God!”
When that didn’t work he
resorted to the old tried and true
method of becoming part of
the local bar scene seven nights
per week. It wasn’t too long
before he had a new girlfriend
who rode a Harley Davidson,
chewed tobacco, hogged the
remote control and had already

For A

been married four times. It was
a total and complete TRASH
landing. His new girlfriend had
spiked green and orange hair,
was hopeless in the kitchen,
got drunk, and liked to go
dancing every night. In other
words, she was the poster child
for birth control.

My buddy’s new main
squeeze looked a little rough
around the edges to me but
my friend defended her and
said she didn’t look all that bad
after nine or ten drinks. Worse
still, she liked to have sex
every which way seven nights
a week whereas my buddy had
been down to once a month in
his first marriage.

Then my friend and his girl-
friend went off to Las Vegas
and she got him hogtied for
good all legal like. Before too
long my buddy started seeing
the error of his ways. His new
wife didn’t shave her legs or
under her arms, snored so loud
it registered on seismographs
three counties away and she
had a weird fixation with fire-
arms which made him a little
nervous as two of her previous
husbands had died under sus-
picious circumstances.

When my friend informed
me that he was getting remar-
ried just five months after the
death of his first wife I blew
a gasket. “Are you crazy?” |
asked

He countered: “You’re the
one who told me that after
the death of a loved one you
should get another one right
away to replace the one you
lost.”

“I was talking about getting
anew dog, not a new wife you
imbecile!”

(674 %

Grain Handling
and Storage

Needs

WESTFIELD=

WESTEEL=

BATCO=
NECO=_

509.535.1177
NwGrainAugers.com
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Judge: Rancher King has no
clear right to a jury trial

By Don Jenkins
Capital Press

A judge ruled March 20
that Washington rancher
Wade King does not have a
clear legal right for a jury to
decide whether he damaged
wetlands or was just dig-
ging out dried-up stockwa-
ter ponds.

Grant County Superior
Court Judge Anna Gigliotti
denied King’s motion for
a preliminary injunction
halting proceedings by the
Pollution Control Hear-
ings Board, a three-mem-
ber panel appointed by the
governor.

Attorneys for King and
his wife, Teresa, argued
the state constitution guar-
antees their right to a jury
trial instead. State laws and
court precedents, however,
hold otherwise, Gigliotti
said. Without a clear-cut
right to a jury trial, she can’t
issue a preliminary injunc-
tion, she said.

“Potentially, this might
be something that a higher
court is going to change,”
she said. “But at this point, |
cannot find they have a clear
legal or equitable right.”

The ruling allows the
Department of Ecology to
continue collecting evi-
dence for a PCHB hear-
ing. The Kings, however,
are scheduled to be back
in Grant County Superior
Court on May 21 for a fuller
hearing on whether they
have the right to a jury trial.

“Today’s denial is dis-
appointing, but Washing-
ton’s constitution is unam-
biguous that the right to a
jury trial shall remain invi-
olate, and we intend to hold
the state to that promise,”
Pacific Legal Foundation
senior attorney Oliver Dun-
ford said in a statement.

Ecology fined the King

Ranch $267,540 in 2023
for allegedly damaging 23
landlocked wetlands in arid
Grant and Douglas coun-
ties. Ecology also ordered
the ranch to restore 14 of
the wetlands. A consultant
estimated restoration would
cost $3.7 million.

As required by state law,
the Kings appealed the fine
and order to the PCHB.
While the Kings are try-
ing to get their case moved
to Grant County Superior
Court, the attorney gener-
al’s office is arguing to keep
the appeal with the PCHB.

Ecology accuses the
King Ranch of violating the
state’s Water Pollution Con-
trol Act.

The Kings argue the
watering holes are not wet-
lands regulated by Ecology
and that state law protects
stockwater rights. Agricul-
ture Secretary Brooke Rol-
lins has said state regulators
are punishing a common
ranching practice.

The Pacific Legal Foun-
dation says it is represent-
ing the Kings for free. The
law firm sues the govern-
ment when it violates Amer-
icans’ constitutional rights,
according to its website.

“The Kings have spent
generations building their
ranch. They deserve to
have their day in court
before a jury of their peers,
not a panel of government
appointees,” Dunford said.

Besides whether the state
constitution guarantees jury
trials, the case brings up
whether the U.S. Constitu-
tion’s jury trial guarantee
in the Seventh Amendment
applies in  Washington,
according to PLF.

The attorney general’s
office argues state courts
have not recognized the
Seventh Amendment.

Central Washington rancher Wade and Teresa King, seen here with their
children on their ranch, are seeking a jury trial to defend themselves against
allegations they damaged wetlands. (Photo courtesy of King Ranch)
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Colfux, WA: Located on Highway 26
(509) 397-4371
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Moses Lake, WA: 950 £ Broadway Ave.
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800-996-2863

Walla Walla, WA: 304 N. %h
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CASE i

AGRICULTURE

Website: www.jtii.com  E-mail: sales@itii.com

“JT1, YOUR AGRICULTURE HUB OF THE INLAND EMPIRE”

‘11 CASE IH 9120 HILLCO HILLSIDE, 4WD, 2162 $195,000
“13 CASE IH 8230 HILLCO HILLSIDE, 4WD, FD75-40 $280,000
‘23 CASE IH 9250 HILLCO HILLSIDE 4wd FD145 $720,000
’22 CASE IH 8250 HILLCO HILLSIDE, 4WD, w/FD245 head..*690,000
‘21 CASE IH 8250 HILLCO, 4WD, 1220 sep, D145 $630,000
“20 CASE IH 8250 HILLCO HILLSIDE, 4WD, w/FD145 $535,000
“10 CASE IH 8120 HILLCO HILLSIDE, FD75-40 $160,000
“19 CASE IH 7250 LL 2wd. Duals 530 rs........... 310,000
“15 CASE IH 8240 HILLCO HILLSIDE, FD140 $360,000
‘08 CASE IH 8010 HILLCO HILLSIDE, 4WD, 3020 $100,000
‘05 CASE IH 8010 LL, 2wd single, 3020 25 $50,000
“19 JOHN DEERE 5780 HILLCO HILLSIDE, 4WD, 1550 sep.... $450,000
‘04 JOHN DEERE 9860 HILLCO HILLSIDE, 4WD.. .$115,000
(2)JOHN DEERE 9770 HILLCO HILLSIDE, 4WD $100,000
‘09 JOHN DEERE 9770 LL 635D 2719 hrs %65,000
‘00 CASE IH 2388 LL 2WD, 1010-30FT. $25,000
PRICED WITH HEADERS UNLESS OTHERWISE STATED

SPRAYERS & HAY,

$520,000

NEW ‘24 CASE IH PATRIOT 4450 CALL
NEW ‘24 CASE IH PATRIOT 4350. CALL

‘21 GVM T380 PROWLER, 120ft, 1650 hrs $425,000

‘24 AGCO MASSEY FERGUSON WR265, 422 hrs $195,000
“14 MILLER NITRO 5400 front boom 2740 hrs $195,000
‘20 NEW HOLLAND BB340 PLUS, 18,000 bales $90,000
‘18 JOHN DEERE WR235, w/16" 500R, 1300 hrs $140,000
‘02 CASE IH PATRIOT 4260, 100FT $45,000
‘04 New Holland BB960A, rofor cutter $25,000
“19 APACHE 1240 XP1707 HRS $195,000

“18 APACHE 1230XP 2613 HRS $121,000

“19 CASE IH 90 NARROW FARMALL, 153 hrs
‘23 CASE IH 580 QUAD, P10, 36, 6v, 1620 hrs

‘07 CASE IH 380 QUAD, 3pt, 36", 12,118 hrs

‘22 CASE IH 580 QUAD, 36, P10, 6 valve

‘05 CASE IH 450 QUAD, 30", 10,800 hrs

“22 CASE IH 580 QUAD, P10, 36, 6v, 2552 hrs
‘04 CASE IH 450, P10, 36", 7340 hrs

‘03 CASE IH 450 QUAD, P10, 36", 10,

‘55 IH 300 S/LOADER STRAIGHT .
‘03 PALOUSE ZERO-Till 360MV $110,000
NEW CASE IH 5501 CALL

140 BU - AGPRO BOX CALL
LANDOLL RENTAL RETURN, 40’ double disc drill IN STOCK!

TILLAGE'& MISC.

‘23 CASE IH 475 SPEED TILLER 41"
‘11 CASE IH 2162 40’ FLEX
“17 BOBCAT E45 Mini Excavator, thumb 4060 hrs

‘24 BRANDT 1320XT 36” TRACKED CART LOADED
‘04 DEGELMAN SM7000 50’ 5 tine, 8 bar-flex

(2) “22 HILLCO 84FT 16BAR HARROW

LANDOLL 6231 30” & 36’ DISCS
MCFARLANE 2170-16
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Longtime WSU expert wrangles 22 sets of triplets

By Matthew Weaver
(apital Press

MOSES LAKE, Wash.
— Longtime Washington
State University Extension
regional animal sciences
specialist Sarah  Smith’s
sheep have given birth to 22
sets of triplets this year.

Smith runs 45 ewes on
her ranch in Moses Lake,
Wash. She raises Hamp-
shire cross ewes to breed
club lambs for 4-H projects,
and Valais blacknose sheep.

“I try not to have trip-
lets just because they’re
so much time,” Smith told
Capital Press. “But some-
times Mother Nature ... It
definitely wasn’t my plan
and I’ve told the ewes I
don’t want them to re-do it
again.”

Smith has been a WSU
Extension agent for 26
years. She wonders if repro-
ductive technology is cur-
rently inadvertently select-
ing breeding traits for higher

+

V

from Oregon

multiple births. She’s heard
from other sheep ranchers
who are also experiencing
multiple lambs, as well as
cattle ranchers with multi-
ple calves.

“Which is kind of weird
because we don’t breed at
the same time, even though
we might be calving at the
same time because of gesta-
tion length,” she said.

It’s more common for
sheep producers in the
Midwest — a rancher
from Paris, Mo., shared on
Smith’s Facebook page that
he had 27 sets of triplets
and more coming, and two
sets of quadruplets — but
unusual for ranchers in the
Pacific Northwest.

Normally she has six to
eight sets of triplets, she
said.

“This year I had happy
sheep, and between flower-
ing ovaries, sticky uteruses
and hot-firing rams, every-
thing to conceive seemed
to go through to gesta-

Sarah Smlth plctured in 2019, has been aWsu Extensmn agent for 26 years.
She works and raises sheep in Moses Lake, Wash. This year her ewes gave birth
to 22 different sets of triplets — so far. (Matthew Weaver/Capital Press)

tion,” Smith said. “I have to
be thankful that the sheep
were what I manage for, to
be productive and efficient.
They just were a little too
efficient. We can try to be C
students next year, A++is a
little much.”

Ordinarily, her ideal sce-
nario is a more like a set of
twins.

“It’s just easy on the ewe,
it’s easy on me,” she said.
Triplets, “that’s not easy on

Sprinklers - Rain Guns
Drip Tape - Dripline . Filters - Poly Hose
Lay Flat Hose - Micro - Valves - Air Vents
Fertilizer Injectors ...and much more!

Fast & Free Shipping 1 -844-259-0640

www.irrigationking.com

aewe.”

Managing the
triplets

Smith decided to pull
one triplet off of each ewe
and bottle feed the third as
a “bummer lamb,” presum-
ably so-called industry-wide
because it bums milk.

Milk replacer costs about
$80 per bag, and each lamb
gets about one bag before
they’re weaned at 60 days.
Smith uses 100% milk that is

10% OFF

PROMO CODE:

CAP10

animal protein.

The lambs are fed four
times a day.

Lambs need a dry, clean
dwelling. Smith is keeping
the triplets arranged in groups
of about four or so, by age
and size, and keeping track
of them, at first with differ-
ent wool-overs and then vari-
ous symbols spray-panted on
their back: an orange zigzag
group, a straight-line orange
group, green zigzag group
and no stripes.

“I have to give a lot of
credit to my guard dog,
Berq,” she said. “That guy
— he sits and watches them,
but he also cleans up the
backends. I think he’s their
safeguard.”

Smith’s parents keep a
ranch in Dusty, Wash. She will
send the first group of weaned
lambs there this weekend, to
receive show lamb feed. Her
plan is to have good thriving
lambs for youth in May.

“I think I’'m pretty good;

See TRIPLETS, Page A14
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Vet says live horse surgeries give students necessary skills

By Matthew Weaver
(apital Press

Washington State Universi-
ty’s decision to stop horse sur-
gery labs, using horses that are
euthanized after practice oper-
ations, takes away a necessary
skill from future large animal
veterinarians, a longtime East-
ern Washington vet says.

“We have students that
need an education,” Lamont,
Wash., Dr. Jill Swannack said.
“Part of that education is han-
dling live tissue. I personally
hate to see that taken away
from them, because they don’t
have anywhere else to get that
education.”

WSU’s College of Veter-
inary Medicine canceled the
equine portion of its Veteri-
nary Medicine 573 course due
to threats following a cam-
paign by People for the Eth-
ical Treatment of Animals
(PETA) and “compassion-
ate veterinarian group” Our
Honor to stop the practice.
The college said it had already
planned to stop the practice at
the end of the spring semester.

So-called “terminal oper-
ations” are not prohibited by
the American Veterinary Med-
ical Association or the Ameri-
can Association of Veterinary
Medical Colleges.

“Whenever possible, ani-
mals should not be euthanized
solely for educational pur-
poses ...” the American Asso-
ciation of Veterinary Medi-
cal Colleges guidelines for the
use of cadavers in veterinary
education state. “Institutions

iy . i
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Dr. Jill Swannack, Lamont, Wash., veterinarian and rancher, says Washington
State University’s decision to stop using live horses in a surgery course denies
future large animal veterinarians necessary skills. (Courtesy Dr. Jill Swannack)

using live animals in teaching
should implement a policy for
reviewing the use of animals
in education; identifying alter-
natives to animal use where
appropriate.”

PETA and other animal
advocacy groups oppose ter-
minal operations.

“(PETA’s) goals are, what?
We don’t eat animals, we don’t
do research on animals. We
have no animals, we have no
pets. Where that line shifts to,
I guess it’s anybody’s guess,”
Swannack said. “But these
students are going to school to
become animal doctors.”

Swannack wonders
whether the university has
turned the threats over to law
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enforcement.

“If they’re getting these
threatening and horrible let-
ters and emails, why aren’t
we turning this over to, like,
Homeland Security?” Swan-
nack asked. “This is domestic
terrorism.”

The threats were forwarded
to law enforcement, said Pam
Scott, WSU vice president of
system communications and
strategy. Scott declined to
comment further.

Surgery labs
In surgery labs, students
typically perform common
surgeries that they would
do in their practice, such as
cutting and repairing a ten-

don, or an abdominal explor-
atory procedure, so that stu-
dents would know how to go
through a wall of the abdo-
men, and how to repair it.
“What things should feel
like when they’re alive,”
Swannack said. “We can’t get
the same sensation from any-
thing deceased. Nothing feels
the same. There are all these
skills that you need com-
ing out as a veterinarian that
require a live animal surgery.”
Swannack used sheep in
labs when she was a student.
She graduated in 1991.
Animals are euthanized
following the  surgeries,
Swannack said. When she
was in school, students would
perform one simple surgery
to recover the animal and
observe its healing, and then
one surgery in which the ani-
mal would not recover.
“There’s value in recov-
ering them, in that we need
to learn what recovery from
anesthesia looks like,” Swan-
nack said. “But there’s also

value in euthanizing, in that it
lets us, say, fix broken bones,
open a chest or do things that
are maybe more invasive
and painful that that animal
doesn’t then have to recover
from.”

For the sheep labs, the ani-
mals would likely have been
eaten anyhow, and eutha-
nized “one way or another,”
she said.

“I could probably argue the
same with these horses,” she
said. “None of us are living
forever. And so if they can be
used for education, that to me
is a noble purpose.”

Move to models

Swannack believes it
was WSU College of Vet-
erinary Medicine Dean Dori
Borjesson’s plan all along
to discontinue the labs. She
believes Borjesson is push-
ing using fewer animals in
educating students and using
more models.

WSU students are no lon-

See SURGERIES, Page A14

Nyssa Tractor
& Implement

Our yard has 5 miles of road,
the rest is farm machinery & parts.

www.nyssatractor.com

Toll Free (833) 372-4020
Nyssa, OR

SAVE ON SELECT BIN PACKAGES
UNTIL APRIL 30!

(524,945

(Picture does not show actual bin package.)

ALL BINS INCLUDE: Outside & Inside Ladders, Roof Ladder Cleats, Emseal, Canola Floor
w/ STD Supports, (1) Axial Fan for 30°, 36’ & 42’ and (1) Centrifugal Fan for 48’, roof vents,
and 10” Grain Saver UT Power Sweep Unload.

30'X 6 BIN PACKAGE
(14,369 Bushel Capacity)

36’ X 7 BIN PACKAGE
(24,326 Bushel Capacity)

" 42'X 7 BIN PACKAGE
(33,735 Bushel Capacity)

48’ X 8 BIN PACKAGE
(50,352 Bushel Capacity)

CALL US AT (509) 535-1571
TO PLACE YOUR ORDER!

www.siouxsteel.com | info@siouxsteel.com
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TRIPLETS:

continued from A12

my parents are way better than I am,
so they’re in good hands,” she said.

‘Lamb after lamb after

lamb’

Smith hasn’t had time to calcu-
late final lamb numbers yet. So
far, all but two have survived. She
expects to wind up at about 200%

for this year’s lamb crop, with more
than 100 lambs. Several more ewes
are still slated to lamb this spring.

Almost all club lambs were born
during a 20-day period in early
February.

The night of WSU’s Swine Infor-
mation Day, Feb. 6, eight ewes gave
birth, including six sets of triplets.

“I remember going to Swine Day,
coming back that night and never
going to bed,” Smith said. “It was

just lamb after lamb after lamb ...
At this point, you’re running on
adrenaline and no sleep. You kind
of think, ‘I could be on vacation in
the Bahamas right now.” My addic-
tion is sheep, and so at that point,
it wasn’t about money and stuff,
it was just like, ‘I have little lives
here.””

In addition to production and
profitability, animal care and animal
welfare are important for ranchers,

Smith said.

“I think at eight or nine, I almost
had a moment of, ‘What am I going
to do?’” she said. “By the time I hit
Number 13, I was like, ‘This is my
reality. Get it together and let’s fig-
ure out a system.’

“Mother Nature will hassle you,
she will reward you,” Smith added.
“Just when you think you’ve got
this, she’s like, ‘Yeah, no — not so
fast.””

SURGERIES:

continued from A13

ger using cadavers for dissections in
their first year. They can get pre-dis-
sected cadavers out of freezer storage
to look over, Swannack said.

In one instance, the cadaver had

not been put back together correctly
and had two right lungs, she said.
“That’s the beginning of our sur-
gery skills,” Swannack said. “We’re
going to create this whole line of doc-
tors that don’t know how to do sur-
gery ... Your patients on the private
side are at a higher risk because (vets)
are slow and unsure. They’re missing

BUT ON I.Y GETSPAID
FOR Qm:;

Caregiving 1J
Find the care guides you

rf!l'éug

a skillset.”

Swannack recently had a rescue
facility contact her to operate on an
ear tumor because their clinic had
never done it before and wasn’t
willing to try.

She successfully assisted another
client on a cow’s uterine prolapse
who had contacted a recent graduate

“who quoted a relatively high price
and a very, very poor outcome.”

“We’re creating these people that
aren’t willing to try,” she said. “How
do we learn things if we don’t try?”’

It means fewer large animal vet
students come to Washington for their
training, instead attending other col-
leges with better programs, she said.

MRES'S IMI’I’ V

4 When stress hits hard RPM™ foliar
[ /4.— phosphite helps crops PHITE back hardW Il
RPM hits fast; glvThg”plants the resmence to
take a punch, recover quickly, and | stay in the _

fight all season == . [~

\
\
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Ready. Phite. No Mercy.
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WWW. MCGREGOR.COM
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AG TRUCKS

AND

EQUIPMENT

ﬂ%zf\\f’gf\’& f‘& *’K
WE ARE ALWAYS

BUILBING NIRRT
MACRINIES,
GIVE U8
A CALL TOBAYT

Welspekil

AMAZONE ZG-T5-100001
SPREADERS!

v Spreads 120’ Full Overlap Pattern
¢ 9 Tons Urea Copacity

 Auto-Compensates for:

* Wind  # Slope

v Mounted or Pull-Type

* Swath Width

r \

AG TRUCKS

AND

EEIUIF'MENTJ

wwvwaagiiueksandequipmeni¥com

you Carbon Bee Spot Spray Technology.
Call Today for Information!

2015 TOP AIR
TA 2400

-2400 Gollon Tonk

- 132 Boom

- Raven Boom Height

= . Dyal Tires

o DRy o Gemam

AG TRUCKS is proud to bring to

DONZIRRORGEMT!

a6 TRucks is a RAVEN PRECISION AG

Sales Source.
Our Association with Ag Enterprise in Cheney,
WA, gives us much more depth of service
than most stand-alone dealers.

We deeply Appreciate
our Relationship with Enterprise

SUPPLY, INC

Gary Farrell and His Entire Crew.

Great Falls, Montana
Steve Raska

406-788-5361
Garfield, Washington

Justin Honcoop

509-338-7346

s 430-HP CUMMINS
* TIER 4 PERFORMANCE
1« ALLISON 4000 SERIES AUTO
&« MERITOR #33,000 AXLES |38
B - TWIN BAG REAR suspmsmu =
o TANK SIZE: S5 2000, s
£ 2400, 3000 GAL. RS
‘e BOOM WIDTHS: 90-132"" "¢l
 » SPECIALTY ALUMINUM BOOM:
o CHOICE OF CONTROLLERS
-+ 50 MPH TRANSPORT SPEED ™%

T e ]

FARM EQUIPMENT
HEADQUARTERS

of Pendleton Oregon has signed on to
be our new AG TRK 430 dealer covering
Eastern Oregon and the South Palouse.
Give JR a call for more information
541-276-6222

2022 SIMONSEN R MODEL SPREADER
3 Seasons Old, 15' - 9.5 Ton Capacity, 95
ft Spread, Variable Rate, High Flotation

Oxbo Tandem Cart, Roll Tarp
Very Nice $75,000

@[ﬂ% .
JALUMINUNMIEQOMS!
« High Strength Aluminum Alloys

« Light & Durable Construction
« 120" and 132’ In Stock

Ca pstanAG

CAPSTAN PIN POINT Hll

* [SO TO MANY CONTROLLERS
o NOZZLE BY NOZZLE CONTROL
* TURN COMPENSATION

$268147-1
5284499-1
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(QUADTRACS;
"19 CASE IH 580Q, 5130 Hours, Powershift,

Deluxe Cab, LED Cab Roof Work Light Package, Single
Beacon Llight, RH Window Bar Display, Guidance
Ready, Telematics, Cold Weather Starting Aid, Engine
Compression Brake, True Ground Speed Sensor, Back-up
Warning Alarm, High Capacity Draw Bar, High Capacity
Hydraulic Pump, 6 Electric Remotes, Power Beyond Supply
& Return, Hi Capacity Bar w/ Diff Lock, Undercarriage
Scrapers, 36" CAMSO, 650 AG Tracks, Front Bumper
Weights 5234,900
"18 CASE IH 580Q, 4398 Hours, PowerShift,
Deluxe Cab, LED Cab Roof Work Light Package,
Single Beacon Light, RH Window Bar Display Ready,
Telematics, Cold Weather Starting Aid, True Ground
Speed Sensor, High-Capacity Draw Bar, High-Capacity

Hydraulic Pump, 6 Electric Remotes, Power Beyond
Supply & Return, Hi Capacity Bar w/Diff Lock, Drive
Wheel Scrapers, 36" CAMSO Tracks, Front Bumper
Weights 5224,900
‘98 CASE IH 9370Q, 9711 Hours, Powershift, 4
Remotes, Trimble EZ-Steer, FM750, 2000 hours on
reman Engine, Good Tracks, Consigned....... 565,000

AND 150-1IP & OVER

CASE IH MAGNUM 315, 2745 Hrs, Cab, Manual
Mirrors, Front and Rear HID Work Lamps, Dix Positive

11 NH T18.360, 6150 Hs 4WD, Ducls, Front Weights
Delvee Cob, Consigned $115,000

i, “22 CASE IH PUMA 150, 668 HRS, Mechanical
(ab Suspension, BlueTooth Radio, 2 Tele/Heat/Rem

Response Seat, 18F Speed, High Cap Drawbar, 3PT w/ 93 CASE IH STEIGER 470 AFS CONNECT, 981 hrs Luwry Adjustable  Mirrors, 1SOBUS Class 3 Speed Control,

Quick Coupler, Top Link High Cap Hyd Pump, 4 Remotes,
Power Beyond, 1000PT0, Wide Front Fenders, Front
Weights, Rear Wheel Weights, 480/70R34 Fronfs,
520/85R46 Rear Duals $155,000

CASE IH 93800, 36" Tracks,
4 Remotes 529,900

13,000 Hour,

20 JD 9520RX, 3511 Hrs, 36" Tracks, PTO, High Flow
Hydraulics, 5 Valves, Premium (Cab, Premium  Lighting
w/Front and Rear HID Lights, AutoTrac Ready w/4600
Processor, Autolrac Premium Activation $379,000

08 JD 9430, 6250 Hrs, 710/70R42 Tires, Hyd Flow 44
GPM, 4 Hyd Outlets, AutoTrac Ready, 1000 PTO, 3PT

$149,900

12 Month Waiver of Interest on ALL Contracts over $350K (0.A.C.) Call for Details

“15 CASEIH FH700, 60'x12", High Floatation, 550LB Trips, 5.5”
Rubber Press Wheels, Air TBT, Double Shoot $145,000
12 CASE IH PH800, 12" Centers, 5" Pneumatic Packer Wheels,
Precision Opener, Mud Scrapers, Bourgault Opener & Points, Consigned
$59,000
6430  Bushels, Vorigble Dudl
Fon, 10" Auger, Velocty Sensors, 18.4x38 Rl Duals,
Transport Lights $29,900
“03 FLEXI-COIL 5000HD, 45 single shoot, liquid deep band set-up,

12" spacing, 5.5” rubber press wheels, 5" paired row boots

‘07 FLEXI-COIL 4350,

$68,900
“02 FLEXI-COIL 3450, Tow Behind Air Cart, Variable Rate, Dual Fan,
(onsigned $15,900
JD 1910, 3 Tank, 12" Conveyer, Tow Between, New Fan Housing, Duals,
Single Shoot $74,900
JD 1890, 60°, 7.5” Spacing, Blockage Monitor $91,000
12 CASE IH PH 800, 50" 12" Centers, 5" Pneumatic Packer
Wheels, Precision Opener Mud Scrapers, Bourgault Opener & Points, Cons
$35,000
'08 JD 455, 35’ Box Drills, 75" Spacing, 213 Press Wheels, 12.5”
Discs, Clean Boxes, No Rust, Good Lids

"12 CaselH PH 800, 50 12" (enters, 5" Pneumatic Packer
Wheels, Precision Openers, Mud Scrapers, Bourgault Opener & Points, Cons

$35,000
BALERS

HYD PICK-UP LIFT, 5 Bor Pickup Reel, 1.8m Roller Windguard,
Clevis Hitch, PTO SPRT Locking Pin .....cccoooooovvrverrvenenn. Call NP
‘19 NH RB450, 45 18M Sileage, Endless Belt,
Net ond Twine, DLX Wrap, 18L16 Tires, Dual Wheels,
Manual Hyd Pickup Lift, 5 Bar Reel, Roller Windguard, Clevis
Hitch 539,900
"10 NH BB9080, Big Baler, Tandem Axle, Roller Chute, Cons
$30,000
Hydraulic  Pick-up, Bale
Newer Knotters , Consigned
513,900
Wide Plus  Round  Baler,  215I-
161 SL Tires, 540 P10, Twine Only, Wid Picku-up,
Monitor $12,900
16 NH BC5060, Small Square Baler Twin, Quarter Turn Chute,
Less than 2500 Acres 515,900
13 NH BC5080, 16x18 Chute, Hydraulic Swing, Hydraulic Pickup,
Light Kit, Bale Extention

‘03 NH 580, 16x18 Bale,

Extension, Y4~ Turn  Chute,

JD 468, Meg

Visit Us At: www.stjohnhardware.com

CASE Hi

JD 630, 1000 PTO, Rotary Disc Mower, Flail Conditioner,
6 Discs, 10" Cutter Bar 518,900
JD 946, Mower Conditioner, 13" Cutter Bar, Center Pivot,
Flail Conditioner, Hydraulic Angle Adjust, Regular Maintenance,
(onsigned 518,500
97 NH 488, 93", Sid Pull, Rubber on Rubber Chevron Roll
Conditioner, 4-Tine Bar, 540 PTO, 3 Extra Sickle Bars, Great

Condition, Cons 511,000

“

“16 JCB 525-60, 4691 Hrs, 5000LB Lift Capacity, Quick
Attach Forks, Airless Tires, New Paint $34,900

‘14 BOBCAT T590, 3251 Hrs, Open Cab, Good
Tracks, STD Hydro, Foot Controls, Traction Lock Over Drive
$30,500
23 NH €345, EH2 Aircab, 177" Tracks, 84" HD Ext Bucket w/
Smart Teeth, Block Heater, HVAC Cab, Air Ride Suspension Seat,
2 Speed E-H Controls, Steel Lights, Glass Door, High Flow PKG,
Heavy Duty Rear Door, Eco Disc Mulcher Attachment, Great
Condition, Consigned $135,000

IH 800, 10-bottom plow, walking beam in center, good
moldboards, good landsides and pads

(2) IH 770, 5 Bottom, Auto Reset, Good Tires, New Mold Boards
Included, Consigned 52,595 EA

“13 MacDon FD75
‘15 MacDon FD75
‘15 MacDon FD75
Call for more details!

ALLEN 8827, Hydraulic Basket Rake, Electric Controls, Newer

Tines, Teeth and Bearing are in Good Shape

TWINSTAR RA-2030, V-Rake, Twin Baskets, 5 Function,

Guage Wheels, Control Box

VERMEER R2800, Basket V-Rake, 28", Full Hydraulic Control,

Rubber Mounted Rake Teeth

21 SITREX SM-300, Hay Tedder Rake, PTO Driven, Like New,
(onsigned $5,495

0 25 SITREX RP3, 3 Wheel Windrow Turner IINEW!!

51,530

Spokane, WA
(509) 244-4902

AGRICULTURE §

Peformance (b, PoweDiive,  Engine  Broks,  Cold
eather Storting Aid, True Ground Speed Rodar, RH Amest, AFS Pro
1200, High-Capacity Pump, Power Beyond Supply & Retum, Performance
lighting, Dual Beacon, LED Cap Roof Work Lights, 710/70R42
R1 Ducls, Wheel Weights, Balost Package, Rear Weight Support,
Tow (able $358,000
23 CASE IH STEIGER 500 AFS CONNECT, PowerShift Heavy
Duty Version, Engine Brake, Cold Weather Stafing Aid, True Ground Speed
Radar, RH Amnrest AFS Pro 1200, High Capacity Hydraulc Pump, Power
Beyond Supply & Refum, Performance Lighting, Dual Beacon, LED Cab
Roof Work Lights, Luxury Performance Cab, PTO, Hitch Drawbar, 4 Rear
Remotes, ParalelFlow Hydraulc, AutoGuidonce, Connectiviy, Front Ballost,
Rear Ballst, Wheel Weights, Rear Weight Support, Tow Cable, 710/70R42
Ducls $399,500
22 CASE IH 500W, 1352 Hours, Luxury Cab, Power Drive, HHP,
Engine Brake, Cold Weather Starting Aid, True Ground Speed Radar,
RH Armrest AFS Pro 1200, High Copacity Hydraulic Pump, Power
Beyond Supply and Retum, Performance Lighting, Dual Beacon, LED

5379,900

Cab Roof Work Lights, Luxury Performance Cab

200 Amp Alteator, 3 Electronic Rear Remotes,
$171,900

12 CASE IH 450W, 4654 Hrs, Luxury Cab, 16 Speed
Powershift, 1000 RPM PTO, High Capacity Hydro Pump,
4 Hydraulic Remotes, 710/70R38 Tires, Wheel Weights
5199,900

08 JD 8530, 8200 Hrs, 420/85R34 Fronts,
480/80R50 Rear Duals, MFWD, 4 Hyd Outlets, 1000 PTO,
3PT $129,900

UNDERSISOHE

“14 KUBOTA M59TL BT 1200 Backhoe,
84" Bucket, 3 Range Hydro- Shuttle, Consigned
544,900
107 Hrs, 24HP,
6.5 R4 Rears
514,900
’24 JD 2032R, 4WD, 540PT0, 220R Loader, 6 Angle
Blade, 60" Mid-Mount Mower, 15 Gallon Electric Sprayer,
Like New! $35,000

‘17 NH BOOMER 24,

ROPS, 23x.850 R4  Fronts,

SERAYERSY/ARRLICATORS,

’08 CASE IH SRX160, 160 Gallon Poly Tank, 100" Booms, Adj Axles,
Norac Autoboom Heights, 5 Sections, Cons 518,000

24 JD 616R, 574 Hrs, Signature Edition, 1600 Gal Tank, 120’
Boom, Exact Apply, Command Drive, Boom Trac Pro 2, 15" Nozzle
Spacing, Integrated Star Fire 7500 Receiver,G5 Plus Command Center
Display, LSW 800/55R46 Floats, Row Crop 420/95R50 Tires and
Matching Fenders Included 569,000

"17 CASE IH 4440, 3200 Hrs, 120" Boom, 7 Section, 20" Spacing,
Luxury Surveyor Cab, Active Suspension, 280/90R46 Wheels, Manual
Adj Mirrors, 3" Front Fill, S Tank, CR 11 Single Nozzle Body, Boom Flush
Valve, AFS Pro700, AIM Command Flex, AutoBoom Height Control, Combo
Rate Dual Body Shut-Off $184,900
“16 CASE IH 4440, 4100 Hours, 120" Boom, AccuBoom Section Control,

AutoBoom Height Control, Pro 700, AIM Command, Foam Marker, Alliance
650/65R38 Turf Tread $154,900

JD 4940, 3892 Hrs, 120" Boms, 1200 Gallon Tank, GS3 Display, Starfire
ITC Receiver, Boom Trac Pro, 11 Sections, Air Suspension ......584,900

SCHABAU SF.8500, 90’ Boom, 1500 Gallon Tank, 100 Gallon Rinse
Tank, Tripple Nozzle, 5 Section Control, 380/90R46 Tires, AutoBoom Height
$16,900

AG 100 FERTILIZER SPREADER, Ground Drive, 66cuft Hopper, Stainless
Box, Consigned $3,900

20 JD R4045, 120' Carbon Fiber Booms, Dual Monitor Display, Starfire
6000 Receiver, G4 0S, 120 Gal Tank, Front Load Valve, Stainless Induction, Air
Suspension, 620/70R46 Tires, 20" Nozzle Spacing, Backup Camera, LED Light
Pkg, Fenders, Premium Command View, Autotrac Guidance, Rowsense, Section
Control, Exact Apply Nozzle Control System $284,900

08 CASE IH SPX4420, 100 6 Section, 1200 Gallon Tank, AIM Command,
5 Turret Nozzles, Front and Side Fill, 650-65 R38 Tires, Auto-Boom, Adtive Hyd
Suspension, Guidance Viper 4 (ROVN..........cvccveer 85,000

12 CASE IH 8230, 3345 Rotor Hours, Hillco Hillside Leveler, 24.5R32
R3 Duals, 23.1R26 R3 Rears, Small Grain Specs, 40" Unload Auger, Independent
(ross Auger Control, Magna Cut Fine Cut Chopper, Diff Lock, Auto-Guide Ready,
Well Maintained $145,900

(2) "23 CASE IH 8250, Harvest Command Automation w/Camera, In-Cab
Adj Cage Vane Control, Luxury Cab, Pro700 Large Color Touch Screen, Auto-
Guidance Nav Controller, LED Light Pkg, Block Heather, Upper Cross Auger Control,
GPS Antenna/Receiver, Diff Lock, Grain Tank Cover, Strawhood Attach/Residue
Management 674,000

04 JD 9760STS, 3607 Sep Hours, 635F Flex Header 914 Pick-up
Header, 29705 Hillco Sidehill Leveling System, Beaterless Feeder House
Transition, Cons $55,000

"06 JD 9760STS, 3704 Sep Hrs, 635F Flex Header, 914 Pick-up Header,
29705 Hillco Sidehill Leveling System, Beaterless Feederhouse Transition, Cons
$55,000
"23 CASE IH 8250, Luxury Cab w/Leather Seat, Harvest Command, w/

Comera, Power+ CVT Drive, Yield Monitor, Pro 700 Nav Controller 737 Hrs
$591,500

14 CASE IH 8230, 1924 Sep Hours, 520/85R42 Duals, 600/65RS8
Rears, Chopper, 6PS $129,900
“05 CASE IH 8010, 3554 Engine Hours, 4WD, Leveler, ‘12 CIH 3020 35’
Header Included, Cons $70,000
CASE IH 1680, 6900 Engine Hours, Hillco 2000 Leveler, Rear Weights,
Great Condition, Consigned $12,000
‘02 GLEANER R72, Dudls, 2WD, 30' Header Included, Consigned
$29,900

"13 CaselH 8230, PowerPlus (VT Drive, Ext Wear Rotor, Cross
Auger Confrol, Fine Cut Chopper, Spreader, Weather Bank Radio, Diff Lock,
600/65R28 Stesring Tires, Yield &amp; Moisture Logging $145,900

13 CaselH 8230, PowerPlus CVT Drive, Ext Wear Rotor, Cross
Auger Control, Fine Cut Chopper, Spreader, Weather Bank Radio, Diff Lock,
600/65R28 Steering Tires, Yield &amp; Moisture Logging $145,900

25 CASE IH 8260, 249 Sep Hrs, Hillco Leveler, Harvest Command
Automation w/Camera, Power+ (VT Drive, Yield Monitor, Lux Cab w/ Leather
Seat, Pro 1200 Large Color Touch Screen, Telematics, Ext Wear Rotor w/Spikes,
50" Unloading Auger $708,500

25 CASE IH 9260, Harvest Command Automation w/Camera, Power+

(VT Drive, Yield Monitor, Luxury Cab w/Leather Seat, Pro1200 Large Color Touch
Screen, Independent Cross Auger Control

234 Sep Hrs 729,500
353 Sep Hrs 714,500

21 CASE IH 9250, 1573 HRS Sep Hrs, Luxury Cab, AM/FM/BT Radio,
Pro 700, Large Color Touch Screen, Autoguidance Nav Controller, Hillco Lvlr,
Command Automation, Power+ CVT Drive w/Feedrate, Yield Monitor, Harvest
Command w/Cameras, Auto Cleaning Fan, Block Heater, Independent Cross
Auger Control, Diff Lock 439,900
21 CASE IH 8250, 1209 Sep Hrs, Hillside, Lux Cab, Autoguidance, Yield
Monitor, HVSTC w/Camera, PowerPlus CVT Drive w/Feedrate, 40" Auger w/

Pivoting Spout, Upper Cross Auger Control, Large Color Touch Screen, Diff Lock,
650/65R38 Duals $524,900

Fairfield, WA
(509) 283-2111

St. John, WA

“17 CASE IH 8240, 1484 Sep Hrs, Level Land, Duals, 4WD, Chopper, Guid-
ance, Folding Auger $169,900
“15 CASE IH 9240, 2297 Rotor Hours, Level Land 149,900
‘02 CASE IH 2388, 3458-Sep-hrs, level lond, feeder reverser, single
spd hydro, 2WD, 208x42 duals, 184x26 rears, new rub bars, Field Tracker
519,900

* QUALITY SERVICE
== SINCE1928 —
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CHEVROLET = J=r Together let's drive’

SERVICES TRUCKS FLATBEDS BOX VANS
IN STOCK! IN STOCK! IN STOCKI

’ir——-"”i;!AL

" VEHICLES FOR ANY JOB AND ANY BUSINESS

OVER 200 UNITS AVAILABLE!

LET'S BUILD YOUR FLEET. CALL OR STOP BY TODAY.

We specialize in finding the perfect vehicle, customized to meet the unique needs of your job.

COLORADO 400 MILE RANGE MEDIUM DUTY
WORK TRUCKS IN STOCK! ELECTRIC TRUCKS IN STOCKI TRUCKS IN STOCK!

lﬂMI UN[W o O

“C Cur ’ ey %ar /(/47 Home_
CHEVROLET
(509) 547-5555 | McCurleyChevrolet.net | In The Pasco Autoplex
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The power of the FFA blue corduroy jacket

By Kyle Odegard
(apital Press

REDMOND, Ore.
The FFA jacket — worn
by roughly 2,500 students
every March at the Oregon
FFA State Convention — is
more than just an article of
clothing.

Teenagers said the blue
corduroy jacket provides
confidence and a sense of
belonging, as well as a bit
of pressure to represent their
communities properly.

After all, where they’re
from is stitched on the back
in corn gold, right below the
FFA emblem.

The jacket somehow sig-
nifies both the past and
the future, tradition and
progress.

Jackets instill
confidence and
community

For some, donning the
FFA jacket is like wearing
a suit of armor.

“As soon as you put that
jacket on, you feel like you
can take on anything,” said
James Johnson, a senior
and Harrisburg FFA chap-
ter president.

Johnson runs cross coun-
try and track for the Eagles,
but he said those uniforms
don’t instill the same sense
of self-assurance and poise.

Jaxon Ford, a senior
and Baker chapter presi-
dent, said the jacket rep-
resents leadership, personal
growth and career success.

“When I was younger,
it felt like a superhero cos-

Students dance to the song“Church Clap” during the 2026 Oregon FFA State Convention on March 21 in Redmond, Ore.
Students said wearing the FFA jacket provides a boost of confidence and a feeling of belonging. (kyle Odegard/Capital Press)

tume, but it’s changed me
so much. Now I always feel
like that,” he added.

Tyler Greene, a junior
from Banks, Ore., said FFA
jackets create community
— and with more than 1
million members across
the U.S., that can be a big
community.

“When you’re in a room
full of everyone wearing
the same thing, you’re all
united,” he said.

Students also are on the
same even footing, Greene
added.

Genevieve Van Houten, a
freshman at Weston-McE-
wen High School in Ath-
ena, Ore., signed an FFA
jacket display at the Grange
Co-op booth at the con-

DrilliDiscs

Twisted Or Straight

Tl Dot

Plain Or Chrome

Cultivator & /"
Multi-Purpose /
Fertilizer Points

Compare Our Price On Plow Shares!

L JEIIIY-: L

Doug Fulton 509-523-3276 or 509-879-8294 Plaza, WA

1ECK(OUR

Seed Opener

oo \

Chrome Alloy, fits :
newer Horsch-Anderson Drill

always dreamed of being in
FFA.

“I heard how fun it was,”
she added.

The history behind
the FFA jacket

The FFA jacket stems
from a chance encounter,
according to the National
FFA Organization.

In 1933, five years after
FFA formed, advisor Gus
Linter saw a blue corduroy
jacket in a hardware store
window in Fredericktown,
Ohio.

He connected with the
jacket supplier to have his
chapter’s name stitched on
the back with gold thread.

The Fredericktown chap-
ter wore their jackets to the
1933 National FFA Con-
vention and they were so
popular they became part
of the organization’s offi-

See JACKET, Page B4

vention’s Career & Educa- Van Houten felt accom-

tion Expo before posing for plished when she first put

goofy photos with friends.  on her jacket because she

“Jim, You have turned my dryland ranch into an
oasis... Everything you told me was true,
thanks!” - Owen O. Junayo Ranch

Chicken Soup for the Soil® is the best
natural fertilizer on earth for healthy,
high-quality pasture grass!
\i “The cattle look so much better after eating the
grass grown with Chicken Soup. The cows prefer

that grass... and if you put a little grass in your
mouth, It Tastes Like Apples!” -Nate M

133 3 8

2026 Cost of Bulk Chicken Soup for the Soil®*
*Prices subject to change

55 gallon barrels and 270 gallon totes: $9 per gallon
5000 gallon tanker loads: $6 per gallon

M s

The secret to a more successful farm starts in the soil. When you stimulate life
in the soil and supply nutrients at a biological level you will get more of what
you want out of your pasture, cattle, and crops. You will LOVE the results!

Visit: DrJimZ.com

Or Call: 888-394-4454
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JACKET:

continued from B3

cial attire.

Universal Lettering Company
in Van Wert, Ohio, a business
descended from the original sup-
plier, continues to provide and
stitch all FFA jackets.

The jackets have changed, with
a zipper instead of the original
snaps, as well as better pockets and
an inside pocket.

Today, more than 90,000 jack-
ets are sold to members across
the country each year, said Kristy
Meyer, National FFA Organization
communications manager.

For members only and

other jacket rules

According to organization rules,
jackets should be worn by members
only, with the jacket zipper fas-
tened to the top, the collar turned
down and the cuffs buttoned.

FFA members can earn pins for
jackets, but should never wear
more than three medals on the
front — their highest degree, high-
est office held and highest award.

Mia Leal, an Echo High School
senior, had medals on the outside
of her jacket, but attached earlier
awards — her Greenhand Degree

regvt;r'\ FFA Oreg(;n FFA

Oregon FFA Oregon FFA

Peyton Larson (from left), Deegan Tuning and Hunter Lewis of the Yamhill-Carlton FFA chapter pose
for a photo. Larson, a freshman, said she always dreamed of being in FFA so it felt great to put on her

jacket for the first time. (Kyle Odegard, Capital Press)

and her chapter secretary pin — on
the inside, hidden from view but
close to her heart.

“When I put my jacket on for
the first time, I was opening a
new chapter in my life because
I’ve never done anything like this
before,” she said.

Leal said the jacket makes her
speak better in public, among other
positive impacts.

Financial assistance available
for jackets

Some members have multiple
jackets, getting new jackets for
leadership roles with their district
or state.

Others have only one, borrow
from the chapter or wear a family

NOW AVRILABLE ON X9 COMBINES!

HILLCO HILLSIDE LEVELING SYSTEMS

member’s jacket.

The jackets cost $65 for stan-
dard models, or $90 for tailored
versions, though FFA members can
get financial assistance.

The National FFA Organization
has gifted nearly 21,000 jackets
through the Give the Gift of Blue
program since 2014, Meyer said.

More than $2 million has been
donated to the program since its
inception.

Locally, alumni, community
organizations and businesses often
donate funding for jackets, said
FFA chapter advisors.

Bailey Garcia, a sophomore
from Ontario, Ore., received her

See JACKET, Page B5

Kendall Holcomb from Elkton, Ore., outgoing
Oregon FFA state reporter, takes off her jacket
and holds it up to cheers from the crowd in her
last official act at the 2026 Oregon FFA State
Convention in Redmond, Ore. The blue corduroy
jacket is a symbol of the student organization,

Weston-McEwen FFA members Synoma
Fitzsimmons, Kinsley Dennis, Lillian Waldher,
Genevieve Van Houten and Penelopy Rawlins
pose for a goofy photo at the Grange Co-op
booth at the 2026 Oregon FFA State Convention
on March 21 in Redmond, Ore. The booth
included a FFA jacket display that attendees
could sign. (kyle Odegard/Capital Press)

SPRING
EQUIPMENT SALE

THE HILLCO DIFFERENCE

¢ Grain Savings - More Bushels Per Acre .
* Increased Productivity - More Acres Per Hour
¢ Lower Operating Costs

HILLCOTECHNOLOGIES.COM

800.937.2461

Fewer Combine Hours
¢ Operator Comfort
¢ Level Grain Tank

Combhine Leveling Systems
For John Deere S and X Series Combines

BE HILLCO"

2009 MF 5455, 400 hours, MFWD, radial tires, 3 remotes,
quicke loader with bale spear .........ccccocoveevviirrincrenne. $45,000

A
P

s AN

2014 Trail King 48" Hydraulic Trailer, beaver tail, front ramp

winch, air ride, Apitong deck, nice trailer ...........ccocvreereennes $55,000

1986 JD 4450, MFWD, front weights, 650/65R38 radials, recent
rebuilt engine With Warranty...............oueeeereeermeernerneesnnennees $55,000

LE == {L‘ .

PAPE Machinery
Colfax, Four Lakes,
Moscow, Tekoa &
Walla Walla

Bell Equipment, Inc.
Nezperce & Grangeville

RDO Equipment Co.
Coulee City, Hermiston,
Pasco, Pendleton, Ritzville,
Sunnyside & Wasco

Nyssa Tractor & Implement

Celebrating 35 years in the
agricultural machinery business.

Our yard has 5 miles of road, with machinery on both sides.
FREE TOURS GIVEN DAILY. LOCATED NYSSA, OR
Call Toll Free: (833) 372-4020

www.nyssatractor.com
sales@nyssatractor.com
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JACKET:

continued from B4

jacket through the Gift of
Blue.

“I tried it on in the class-
room and I started crying,
because I’ve never won
anything like that,” she
said.

She recalled being over-
whelmed with happiness
and her advisor telling her,
“Welcome to the family.”

No-names and alumni
jackets

Every  chapter  has
“no-name” jackets or those
donated by alumni that stu-
dents can borrow.

Keeghan Gittins, a Sweet
Home High School senior,
has been with FFA for about
a year and wore a no-name
jacket. He couldn’t afford
his own but said it wasn’t

a big deal.
“Everything 1is inclu-
sive in FFA. ... You’re all

treated like family. You all
have a blue jacket,” he said.

Many jackets donated by
alumni still have the names
of their original owners on
the right chest.

Some  alumni  jack-
ets look slightly off due
to lighter colored-fabric
or more orangish lettering
from previous versions.

Such was the case with
Bruno Cuadrado, a junior

with the Paisley FFA
chapter.
The Spanish foreign

exchange student wore the
old jacket of Matt With-
ers. He said he’d never met
Withers but understood
he was important to the

o
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Jaysee Ward, a sophomore with the Ontario FFA chapter, signs a jacket display at the Grange Co-op booth. She said she
feels more confident and professional wearing her FFA jacket.

community.

Cuadrado, who hails
from the middle of Madrid,
population 3.5 million, said
he has learned about agri-
culture and improved his
public speaking and social
skills through FFA.

“I think it’s pretty cool,
honestly,” he said.

At the past two state con-
ventions, Harrisburg FFA
advisor Kayla Reber saw
her old jacket from Ore-
gon’s Oakland FFA chapter
being worn.

“It makes me glad I
donated it so someone else
can experience that. It’s
kind of cool to see it live
on,” she added.

AVIATION

OILS & GREASES
PACIFIC PETROLEUM

zee SUPPLY

www.pacpetro.net

N. 8321 Market, Spokane
(509) 467-3130 « (800) 791-2149

A thin line between
love and hate

Reber said she loved
her jacket, but also hated it
because it didn’t fit well. Her
father made her size it up so
she’d grow into the garment,
which never happened.

Some students said they’ve
outgrown their jackets, which
are now too short for their

arms or torsos.

Greene and Brayden
Hamel, a Banks senior, said
the FFA jacket isn’t exactly
the most functional piece of
clothing with Oregon’s wide
range of weather.

The jacket doesn’t provide
enough warmth during cool
weather and is too hot during
scorching days.

Hamel added that he’s
become more comfortable in
his jacket, however.

With time comes
perspective about
jackets

While some members
donate their jackets, others
tuck them away in the back of
closets or attics, pulling them
out for special occasions, or
putting them back into use for
a relative or family friend.

In October, U.S. Agricul-
ture Secretary Brooke Roll-
ins attended the National FFA
Convention and wore her
jacket from being a Texas FFA
state officer in 1990.

“Decades later the jacket
still fits — a little faded in
color but carrying every single
memory,” she wrote on social
media in February, during
National FFA Week.

Kjer Kizer, Oregon FFA
CEO, remembered the incred-
ible feeling of zipping up her
first jacket and the “pure joy”
of receiving her “association”
jacket after being elected as a
state officer.

“While I loved wearing my
own, watching my children
zip up their jackets for the first
time was even more exciting,”
Kizer said.

“I truly love the legacy it
represents,” she added.

*****

CdrA

TRACTOR CO.
—est. 1929 —

Serving the Inland

Northwest since 1929

IRy

KX040-5 Excavator

SVL75-3 Track Loader

5 locations in Spokane, CDA,
Bonners Ferry, Lewiston & Colville

208-765-2315
www.cdatractor.com

LX2620HSD Compact
Tractor
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WSU turfgrass breeder shares successes amid budget challenges

By Matthew Weaver
(apital Press

Michael Neff, turfgrass
breeder at Washington State
University, was  recently

named a fellow of the Amer-
ican Association for the
Advancement of Science.

“It’s a surprise and an
amazing honor,” Neff told
Capital Press.

Three current AAAS fel-
lows have to nominate a can-
didate and list their most sig-
nificant contributions to their
field, he said.

Neff believes his most sig-
nificant contributions include
the discovery that at least 10
different genes in the plant
arabidopsis, or thale cress,
can inactivate the hormones
brassinosteroids, in various
pathways.

That led to identifying other
ways hormones and responses
to light interact to control a

plant’s development.

Neff’s study is now cited
in major textbooks used to
teach plant physiology to col-
lege students and graduate
students.

Mutations have been made
to impact seed size and seed-
ling emergence in camelina
and canola, Neff said.

“I like that in my work,
I’ve been able to do funda-
mental research of just learn-
ing how plants work and then
asking the question, ‘Can we
use that information in a way
to inform through biotech-
nology how crops grow and
develop?”” Neff said. “We
don’t know where we’ll go yet
next, but it’s been a lot of fun
and allowing luck to happen.”

Good news
It’s the latest in a series of
recent accomplishments for
Neff.
In January he was named

3 Roads Equipment and Consignment LLC

Superior Sales and Appraisals at Low Consignment Rates

3 ROADS

— Lquipment and Comrigament —

25 FT AGCO HEADER Stoess

Cart, cccoeerenn $4,500 Biggs, OR
Cat D5b, amazing condition,
freshly rebuilt transmission,
fresh running gear very
clean. .....$20,000. Adams OR

= i, TRACTOR/

65A CHALLENGER- KIOTI DK4510
14,000 hours, Y =i tractor and
3 point hitch, pto,&j loader. 2023,
amazing shape, 77 hours, new
......$25,000. condition,
AdamsOR $26,000
AG PRO DRILL. 36ft, newer drifl *a1a Walla, WA
only 7000 acres, fully loaded. 2011 CASE 8120
............ $265,000 Walla Walla, WA COMBINE, 40
ft header and
cart, hillco.
............. $185,000
Walla Walla, WA

JOHN DEERE 40FT FLEX
DRAPER HEADER, fresh
belts low acre count. Stoess
cartand dolly, ..

25FT AGCO HEADER- great
condition with Stoess cart,

.......... $35,000

Taylor Hof
taylor.3roadslic@outlook.com | 509-876-1590

CAT D5B

BULLDOZER,
long track
great
condition,

4 way blade.
.......... $25,000
Walla Walla, WA

1840M MASSEY TRACTOR
with loader and cab, 44 hours,
fully loaded new condition.
Walla Walla, WA .......... $36,500

301 RVs &
M CVERICUES

2011 Carriage Carri-Lite Fifth
Wheel

Second owner. 3 slides. Load-
ed. Combo washer/ dryer. TV.
Call for more information,

$20,000. Grangeville, ID. 208-
983-8224

‘[ .

Washington Turfgrass Seed Commission Professor Michael Neff has been at

Washington State University for nearly 20 years. Neff was recently named a
fellow in the American Association for the Advancement of Science, the latest
in a series of successes in his turfgrass breeding program. (Courtesy Washington State

University)

the Washington Turfgrass
Seed Commission Professor,
a position endowed by the
industry.

As breeder, Neff focuses
on seed germination, flower-
ing and yield. Neff’s program
includes Kentucky bluegrass
— 90% of the world’s seed is
produced in the Inland North-
west — as well as grasses for
forage, land reclamation and
ornamental use.

In February he appeared on
aepisode of the PBS TV series
“Ask This Old House” talking
about grass seed breeding,
harvesting and cleaning.

His turf science class is
helping a community in
Sequim, Wash., maintain a
grass air strip.

Neff believes it’s a result of
telling “good stories” about
turfgrass work at WSU.

“I'm enthusiastic, I love
talking about what we do,” he
said. ““I think that’s infectious;
people like hearing and being
part of those stories.”

Funding
Amid state budget cut
and international trade chal-
lenges, Neff points to a “sig-
nificant loss of funding” for
his program.

—
L=

“My program is getting
smaller,” he said.

When WSU built the
Grass Breeding and Ecol-
ogy Farm in 2019, Neff had
five Ph.D. students, two
master’s degree students,
two postdoctoral students,
two technicians and five
undergraduate students.

As students graduate,
he’s not refilling their posi-
tions. He expects to have
one master’s student, one
postdoctoral student and
one technician.

“That is a huge change
from five or six years ago,”
he said. “We’re still doing
the breeding, we’re still
actively working on getting
the varieties out.”

Neff is working on two
new no-burn turfgrass vari-
eties and has a pipeline of
low-vernalization material,
to solve the long-term prob-
lem of dealing with warmer
winters.

“We’re continuing to do
the work as best as we can,
but our burn rate is faster
right now than our funding
income,” Neff said.

He’s talking with indus-
try about potential funding

opportunities.
“We are working on
exploring fundamental

questions and at the same
time directly working on
the challenges that we and
farmers are trying to antic-
ipate will happen in the
future,” Neff said.

D) A

319 Trailers,
Horse & Stock

354 Auction Sales

LAND
over 300 feet of

ing,

525 Commercial
Property
8 ACRES AG INDUSTRIAL

Highway 34, Albany, OR with
Highway
Frontage. Suitable for Warehous-

Processing, and Manufacturing
of Farm and Timber Products.

561 Ranches

64 Acre ranch west of Rose-
burg, OR. Manufactured home.
Barn, outbuildings, pastures,
pond/ creeks, beautiful private
setting, borders BLM, LOP.
$900k Cash.

208-308-5052

316 Trailers Misc.

B e

1999 Western Curtain Van,
$16,500. Klamath Falls, OR. 541-
891-7632

1966 Utility Flatbed Trailer: 48ft
long, 8ft wide, 3 axles, $12,500.
1995 34ft long, 8ft wide pull
trailer, 4 axles, $15,000. Athol,
ID. No Text. Calls only. 208-651-
8698

Why store items you'll never use?
Exchange them for cash with a
low-cost ad in the classifieds.

For quick cash, use the
classified ads to sell the

2023 53ft Wilson Cattle Trailer,
spread axle with 3/4 dog house.
Excellent condition, original tires,
$85,000. Grangeville, ID Call/
Text 208-983-7477

(ot a great deal?
Tell them you
found it in the

Growers Guide!

items you no longer use.

Farm & Livestock Equipment
Consignment Auction
Rowland Auction Service
Saturday, May, 30, 2026
Cottonwood, ID

Consign early for website ad-
vertising.

Office: 208-962-3284

Dennis Rowland, Owner:

Cell 208-983-7400

Brent Rowland, Owner:

Cell 208-451-4415
www.cottonwoodlivestock.com

Buyer meets seller
in the classified columns
of this newspaper.

Septic, Water, and Power Onsite.
Asking $800,000 with Seller
Carry.

Ken Marshall, Principal Broker
Vintage Realty Northwest
541-754-7314

Reach more than
14,000 people
via our mailing list
and get exposure
on our website:
www.GrowersGuide.com

651 Help Wanted

Lower Payette Ditch Company -
Payette, ID

is seeking a hardworking, self-
motivated individual for the posi-
tion of Assistant Ditch Manager.
Full-time/ Year-round

52K to 58K Annually

Send resume to:
crussell@srvinet.com

Give your budget a break!
Use the classifieds for excellent
buys on the items you need.

Advertisers that want quick
results routinely use the classifieds.
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651 Help Wanted

Rural Road Assessment District

5

The Ironside Road District is ac-
cepting applications for road
maintenance work. Job requires
CDL and experience with heavy
equipment. Housing and health
insurance provided, wages
DOE. For more information call
Rick. Home: 541-446-3615 or
Cell: 541-212-8340 Ironside,
OR.
ironside_road5@yahoo.com

Pioneer West, La Grande, OR.
Diesel Mechanic: Busy dealer-
ship looking for mechanic. Du-
ties include trouble-shooting,
diagnostics, repair, routine main-
tenance, record keeping on a va-
riety of agricultural equipment.
Monday - Friday 8am - 5pm.
Benefits included. Specialty
training provided. 3 years’ expe-
rience preferred. Salary DOE;
$30 to $40/ hour.

ap @pioneerwestinc.com or
541-663-9378

Assistant Farm Manager
JB Instant Lawn
Redmond WA
This Full Time position is re-
sponsible for planting, maintain-
ing & harvesting sod including
managing workers & facilitating
communication with other man-
agers & divisions.
- Regularly perform physical ac-
tivities & work mainly outdoors
- Pass pre-employment drug
test
- Be self-motivated, have ability
to learn job responsibilities, per-
form with minimal supervision
- 2 to 3 years of supervisory and
farming/  landscaping/  golf
course experience
- Wage $35 to $40/ hour plus
benefits
Email resume or for more job
details, contact us at
greenteam @ jbinstantlawn.net

667 Loans & Financing

$$$ COMMERCIAL REAL
ESTATE MORTGAGE LOANS.
Cannabis, Motels, Farms,
Apartments, Retalil, etc.

Bank or Private Money.
MILLIONS AVAILABLE

Call Salem, OR.

971-600-4327

716 Hay, Straw, Forage

Big Bale Valley Grass Hay:
1250lb bales, $95 to $115.
Straw and Haylage also avail-
able, from 3 string to big bales.
Scio, OR. 503-930-2738

716 Hay, Straw, Forage

Clover Silage, 1100lb bales, $55
each. Cow Hay- wheat and rye
grass, 2 tie 60Ib bales, $5 each.
Feeder Hay- Grass, 50lb bales,
$4 each. 10 bale minimum.
Brawley Farms. Jefferson, OR.
503-932-9281

Supreme Alfalfa

250 tons. 3x3 Bales new crops,
test results available $200/ ton.
Certified weed free 2nd orchard
grass 2 tie $240/ ton. Selah,
WA. 253-255-0658
Abyrdarm @ gmail.com

719 Feed, Grain

TURF & FORAGE SEED

Production, Processing & Distribution

LIVESTOCK FEED

SEED SCREENINGS
TOTE BAGS .... $0.15/ton
14294 Riches Rd
Silverton, OR 97381
MON- FRI 8AM-4:30PM
(One Ton Minimum)

503-873-6498

728 Dogs, Cats, Pets

AKC AIREDALES, BEST FARM
DOGS

Best Farm helpers/ protectors,
Companions EVER, $1500.
Allyn,  WA.  360-904-8189
sugie538 @aol.com

758 Cattle Beef

Polled Hereford Bulls: 14 months
old and younger. Churchill Blue-
print Bloodlines. Calving Ease
bulls, Very tame, $3000. Will De-
liver. Heifers Available! Quincy,
WA. 509-785-6291, 509-750-
1274.

758 Cattle Beef

50 Coming two year old and
Fall yearling bulls.

Noah’s Angus Ranch

Angus Cattle Since 1955
Cambridge, ID 208-550-0531
www.noahsangusranch.com

Sim Angus Bull
Virgin bull, semen and trich test-
ed. ASA# 4576311, $6500. Call
Valerie 4S Ranch.

YAMHILL, OR. 503-510-2481
valeriesmith1976 @ gmal.com

=

Young Cows

s

30 head Angus, Angus Cross
May Calvers. 70 head June
Calvers. All Bangs vaccinated.
Cows weighing 1200Ibs. Eltopia,
WA 509-851-7227 Leave Mes-
sage.

ALSON

Private Treaty Sale
Malson Angus & Herefords

Parma, Idaho
Range Ready Angus and
Hereford Bulls.
Spring Yearlings, Falls, and Two
Year Olds.
Call Josh 208-739-0725

804 Building Materials

For Sale - Pre-Engineered Build-
ing by Pacific Building Systems
(PBS)

Save Big!

No waiting!

18,000sqgft building, 22ft Eve
height. 100 x 150 with a 24ft x
125ft lean-to. Complete minus
Doors & Insulation. Includes ALL
engineering plans, including
foundation plans.

Roof & Wall Color: Hickory. Trim:
Charcoal Grey.
No transport
$189,000.
Located in Bend, OR. Call Chet
503-720-8701

provided,

PROTECT
JOBS FROM

Op 0]
[=

T

Al THEFT

Stealing is un-American. Tell Washington to make
Big Tech pay for the content it takes.
SupportResponsibleAl.org

4

M MEDIA

ALLIANCE

805 Farm Buildings

Parker Buildings Pole Barn:
Never assembled. Under cover,
45’ x 80, dormers, cupola, in-
structions, blueprints, $69,000.
You haul. Photo Available. Jack-
son, ID. 208-431-2287

813 Antiques
& Collectibles

Very Fine Antique Country Fur-
niture. Beautiful dining room
table and tall pine sideboard,
$2500. Walnut china display cor-
ner cupboard, Circa 1830,
$1600. Mable top dresser with
mirror, period piece, from the
Victoria Age, $1200. Several
large copper pots from the
1880s, $200 each. Lewiston, ID
509-751-7427

822 Nursery
Stock - Plants

Hazelnut Trees
Place your order now.
Yamhill, McDonald, Wepster,
Jefferson, Theta, Eta, York, Felix
503-437-4833
paul @ creeksidevalleyfarms.com

869 Livestock
Equipment & Supplies

WANTED

USED LIVESTOCK

EQUIPMENT
* Portable Panels
* Cattle Squeeze Chutes
Old is OK. Will pick up at your

farm/ ranch!

BILL (208) 651-8698

No Text

B [bA555 5

Livestock Corral Panels: BRAND
NEW 12t x 5ft. Medium Weight,
$110 each. Discounts Available
for 100 or more. Athol, ID. Phone
Calls Only. No Text. 208-651-
8698

Classified ads work hard
for you. Get one today!

Everything is coming up results
when you use classified ad.

869 Livestock
Equipment & Supplies

BRAND NEW 12ft Corral Panels:
100 Available. $110 each. Dis-
count available for 100. Athol, ID.
208-651-8698 (NO TEXTS).

911 Hay Equipment

New Holland H 7230 discbine

Low hour, one owner/ operator,
swivel hitch, rubber rollers,
shedded, service and ready to
go, $18,500. SCAPPOOSE,
OR. 503-250-3455
BUSBART@COMCAST.NET

923 Farm Equipment

John Deere 450 press wheel
drill with packer.

12ft, $16,500. Cambridge, ID.
208-550-0531
Noahsangusranch @ gmail.com

2008 Littau over row berry pick-
er.

1236 hours. Set up for blueber-
ries. Blackberry wands avail-
able. New cup belt, $80,000.
Dayton, OR. 971-237-5466

WANTED: GRAIN DRILLS
JD MODELS 450, 8300, 8200,
ALSO
International & Case IH Drills
Call Chris Visser:
559-269-1951

1999 CIH 2388 Combine. 5772
engine hours, 4664 rotor hours,
4WD, rock trap, new radiator,
late cage and hydro, $35,000
OBO. Thornton, WA 509-999-
4288

GBM plastic mulch/ drip hose
layer 3 row, $19,500.

GBM water wheel transplanter 3
row, $11,000

Both like new. Dayton, OR.
503-437-4833

WANTED: Kuhn FC283TG. For
Parts. 360-609-5269

Balewagons: All Models
New Holland 2&3 wide bought
and sold.

Parts, tires, manuals, pumps,
etc.

Diagnostic and mobile service
available.

40 Years Experience
Greenleaf, ID.

Luke: 208-880-2889
balewagon.com
stackcruiserparts.com

Krone Disc Mower

TC 400 CV 13ft disc mower
ready to work. Always stored in-
side, $25,000. SCIO, OR. 541-
619-8891
unraufarms @ gmail.com

920 Tractors

WANTED TO BUY

Allis Chalmers D19 or 190 or
similar horsepower tractor.
Kent- 208-935-2983

WANTED:
TRACTORS TO BUY!
Cat 9U, 7U, RD®, prefer run-
ning or not for parts. | come to
you, pick up at your farm. Pay
in cash.
Athol, ID
BILL (208) 651-8698
No Text

If you have an eye for real
value, you'll eye the classified
ad columns of this newspaper.

11ft Aerator, $1800. 8ft North-
west Tiller, all new blades,
$3500. 18ft Schmeiser packer
with transport and 5th wheel
hitch, $4500. 13ft Schmeiser
packer with transport and 5th
wheel hitch, $2500. Sunnyside,
WA 509-840-0424

Sprayer Bestway Pro-Mount
360: 300 gallon. 50 gallon rinse,
4 gallon chemical, boom width
folded 154’ Like new condition,
$15,000. Vale, OR 541-473-2929

2005 John Deere 9660 Walker
Combine: Rahco Leveler. 3837
engine hours, 3062 cylinder
hours, 4WD, high inertia cylin-
der. New rasp bars, 200 hours.
Less than 100 hours on brand
new rear axle. Spare tire for
front, 2013 625F auger flex
header, $80,000 OBO.

Forest Grove, OR 503-593-6668

[It's worth it! Get a classified ad. |

PLEASE NOTE: Minimum Charge Is $6° For 15 Words Or Less

CLASSIFIED
ORDER FORM

PAYMENT MUST ACCOMPANY AD :
Use this form, make your own, or call us at (509) 397-2191

|

|

|

|

|

156000 1

16/%6.40 17/°6.80 18/°7.20 19/7.60 20/°8.00, :

21/°8.40 22/°8.80 23/%9.20 24/%9.60 25/10.00 I
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Washington Farm Bureau: ‘Millionaire tax’ to pinch ag

By Don Jenkins
(apital Press

Washington’s new “million-
aire’s tax’” will hit farmers who sell
equipment and agricultural build-
ings, according to the Washington
Farm Bureau.

Few farmers make $1 million
a year, but they could exceed that
threshold when liquidating prop-
erty, such as tractors or storage bins,
according to the Farm Bureau’s
analysis.

“The percentage of farmers who
make $1 million are probably less
than 1% nationally,” Farm Bureau
government relations director Bre-
anne Elsey said. “But we did find
the millionaire’s tax will have a sig-
nificant effect on agriculture despite
that.”

Gov. Bob Ferguson signed
the income tax bill at a ceremony
March 30 in Olympia. The 9.9%
tax on adjusted gross income over
$1 million takes effect Jan. 1, 2028,
with the first taxes due in 2029.

The tax largely will mirror the
federal tax code. In language writ-

Washington Gov. Bob Ferguson signs an income tax bill March 30 in Olympia. The tax will hit retiring farmers liquidating their equipment, according to the
Washington Farm Bureau. (Courtesy State of Washington)

ten for tax accountants and lawyers,
the IRS sets rules that count the dis-
posal of property as income.

The tax could hit farmers who
are selling property to finance

Add flexibility to your farming operation with a
flexible spike tooth harrow from AC Harrow

* Manage Residue

* Level Fields

¢ Incorporate Chemicals
* Seedbed Preperation

Harrow

AC Harrow

29 Long Haul Rd
Grangeville, Idaho
208-507-0187
acharrows@gmail.com

retirement, or selling old equipment
to buy new equipment, Elsey said.
It also could drive farmers to seek
the protection of bankruptcy, she
said.

The income tax caused the most
bitter fight of the recently com-
pleted 60-day session. The tax will
require a state-level internal rev-
enue service. The Department of
Revenue plans to hire more than
300 people.

Elsey said she expects the tax to
hit farmers in unpredictable ways.

“I fully believe we will uncover
other issues,” she said. “There’s no
way you could fully analyze the
impacts to one of the biggest indus-
tries in the state in a two-month

period.”

Elsey said she anticipates law-
makers will be open to refining the
tax to avoid hitting farmers. “I don’t
think the Legislature has an intent to
hurt farmers,” Elsey said. “I think
they want to work with us.”

Democrats are counting on the
state Supreme Court to reverse
precedent and uphold the tax. The
high court ruled in 1933 that a pro-
gressive state income tax violated
the state constitution.

“With this bill, we’re going to
begin to right a historic wrong that
has plagued our state for nearly 100
years and made our tax system one
of the worst and most regressive
in the entire country,” said Senate

CLASSIC CAR SHO

MAY 9, 9AM START | 250 SE BISHOP BLVD, PULLMAN, WA 99163

Majority Leader Jamie Pedersen,
D-Seattle.

The Farm Bureau took a leading
role in challenging the state’s capital
gains tax. The Farm Bureau argued
it was an unconstitutional tax on
income, citing the 1933 precedent.

The Supreme Court didn’t over-
turn the 1933 precedent, but it
ruled the capital gains tax didn’t
tax income. Rather, it was a tax on
financial transactions, such as the
act of selling stock, the court found.

The Farm Bureau has not
decided whether it will challenge
the income tax, Elsey said. “I think
we need to see what the impacts
are before we make that determina-
tion,” she said.
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Wilco launches Ag Forever campalgn to protect farmland

Capital Press

Wilco is partnering with
organizations to help project
agricultural land for future
generations with its 2026 Ag
Forever campaign in April.

Customers can round
up their purchase price at
the register to donate to the
Oregon Agricultural Trust
in Oregon, the Washington
Farmland Trust in Wash-
ington, and the California
Rangeland Trust and Cal-
ifornia Farmland Trust in
California.

Wilco will match every
dollar donated up to $25,000
throughout April.

Donations can also be
made online at farmstore.
com/for-ag.

“The work of these orga-
nizations to protect agricul-
tural land and keep it in pro-
duction is needed now more
than ever,” said John Bower-
sox, Wilco CEO.

“Supporting this initiative
aligns with Wilco’s purpose
to strengthen rural and agri-
cultural lifestyles and we are
excited to participate as the
lead sponsor,” he added, in a

1,600 acres per day 330-pound max. payload Dre 5
210 U
43 MPH 360° RADAR
with spray swath + Forward LiDAR
width of 45-60 feet engineered for tough
terrain access
U {08 O [ttty ' ;
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1,600 ACRES

can cover 1,200 to

Suzi Marshall folds jeans at Wilco's store in Salem, Ore,, in this spring 2024 file
photo. The farm store chain is partnering with the Oregon Agricultural Trust and

other organizations to help protect farmland with its Ag Forever campaign.
(Kyle Odegard, Capital Press)

news release.

OAT aims to raise
$1.5 million

The Oregon Agricultural
Trust said its Ag Forever
Fund will be used as a flex-
ible, rapid response resource
to protect ag lands when time
and funding are critical.

The fund can provide cap-
ital to complete conserva-
tion easements or acquire
land outright while long-term
protection is secured. It can
also meet the required match

for grants and cover essen-
tial costs when landowners
donate easements.

“This fund ensures we
don’t lose irreplaceable farm-
land simply because the tim-
ing or funding don’t line up.
And Wilco’s partnership is a
huge step toward meeting our
goal,” said Nellie McAdams,
Oregon Agricultural Trust
executive director, in a news
release.

OAT aims to raise $1.5
million in the first year of
the campaign, enabling the

R-32 by Revolution Drones

k=3 32 GALLON TANK '
330-pound dry tank

organization to support three
to five high-priority projects
and protect up to 1,500 acres.

These include projects
such as a first generation
ranch on Oregon’s northern
coast, a multigenerational
ranch in Lake County, and a
small vegetable farm in the
Willamette Valley.

Though Wilco’s Ag For-
ever campaign runs through
April, OAT’s Ag Forever
Fund will continue accept-
ing donations throughout the
year.

New Oregon store
Wilco’s newest store in
Aloha, Ore, will open on
March 31 and marks the
cooperative’s 27th location.
Grand opening events are
scheduled for April 2-5.

The new store, at 17675
S.W. Farmington Road,
will create 30 jobs and sup-
port community initiatives,
including partnerships with
FFA and sponsorships of
local community gardens and
dog parks.

“This location represents
an important step in our
growth within the region,”
Bowersox said.

A Keizer, Ore., location
that is part of Bi-Mart’s Cas-
cade Farm and Outdoor chain
is set to become Wilco’s 28th
location in 2027.

Bi-Mart has announced
plans to close its five-store
Cascade chain this spring.

About a decade ago, Wilco
had 15 stores in Oregon,
Washington and California.
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Soybean, corn farmers welcome higher
renewable fuel standard, emergency E15 waiver

By Matthew Weaver
Capital Press

U.S. corn and soybean
leaders welcomed moves by
the White House and U.S.
Environmental  Protection
Agency to boost domestic
production and demand for
farmers.

President Donald Trump
announced that the EPA has
finalized the Renewable
Fuels Standard “Set 2” final
rule.

“Set 27 establishes the
renewable fuel volume
requirements for 2026 and
2027 at the highest levels in
the program’s 20-year his-
tory, according to the EPA.

To meet “historic” 2026
and 2027 volume levels,
EPA estimates that biodiesel
and renewable diesel pro-
duction and use will need to
increase by over 60% com-
pared to 2025 volumes.

FLAT CARS- THE BETTER BRIDGE

* Lower Cost * Custom Lengths up to 90'
* Certified Engineering Services Available

“This in particular will
drive renewed demand for
American soybean produc-
ers,” EPA stated in a press
release. “EPA estimates that
the rule will generate over
$10 billion for rural econo-
mies and create over 100,000
new jobs in the agricultural
and manufacturing sectors.”

“With President Trump
and  Administrator  Zel-
din’s leadership, these his-
torically high volumes are
expected to create a $3 to $4
billion dollar increase in net
farm income,” U.S. Agricul-
ture Secretary Brooke Rol-
lins stated in the release.
“The Renewable Fuel Stan-
dard Set 2 Rule will create
a $31 billion dollar value
for American corn and soy-
bean oil for biofuel produc-
tion in 2026, which is $2
billion more than in 2025.
Our farmers are stepping up

Contrac = :
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to grow American energy
dominance.”

“U.S. soybean farm-
ers needed a win to boost
domestic markets this year,
and President Trump, (EPA)
Administrator Zeldin, and
Secretary  Rollins  deliv-
ered in a big way,” Scott
Metzger, president of the
American Soybean Associa-
tion, stated in a press release.
“The 2026-2027 renew-
able volume obligations
will increase soybean oil
use, boost U.S. soybean pro-
cessing, and grow domes-
tic biofuel markets for our
crop. ASA and our soybean
farmer members applaud the
Trump Administration for
getting this tremendous rule
across the finish line.”

Emergency fuel
waiver

The U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency has
issued a temporary emer-
gency fuel waiver to allow
nationwide sales of EI15,
gasoline blended with 15%
ethanol, and removing all
federal impediments to sell-
ing E10, gasoline blended
with 10% ethanol. The
waiver is effective May 1.

Roughly 30% of field
corn goes into fuel etha-
nol each year, according to
the National Corn Growers
Association. Ethanol is the
second-largest customer for

U.S. corn.
The emergency fuel
waiver will temporarily

waive summer low volatility
requirements and blending
limitations for gasoline to
provide additional flexibility
to the fuel marketplace, EPA
said in a press release.

“EPA is working with our
federal partners to reduce
unnecessary  costs  and
uncertainty and ensure that
gas prices remain affordable
for all Americans through
the summer,” EPA Admin-
istrator Lee Zeldin stated.
“This emergency action will
provide American families
with relief by increasing
fuel supply and consumer
choice.”

Calls for E15 year-
round

Rollins and other agri-
cultural industry members
called for year-round E15
availability.

“At a time of increas-
ing global uncertainty, E15
helps lower costs at the
pump while creating reli-
able markets for farmers,”
Rob Larew, president of the
National Farmers Union,
stated in a press release.
“However, this remains a
temporary fix. It’s past time
for Congress to deliver com-
mon-sense legislation that
allows for the year-round,
nationwide sale of E15.”

The farmers union has
long advocated for year-
round access to E15 and the
expansion of higher ethanol
blends, such as E30.

Corn growers associa-
tion president Jed Bower, an
Ohio farmer, estimated that
drivers save 25 cents a gal-
lon on average with E15.

“This development will
not only help America’s corn
growers who are doing their
best to navigate tough eco-
nomic times, but also it will
save drivers money at the
pump,” Bower stated. “This
development is no substi-
tute for action that would
allow for the permanent,
year-round sale of E15. We
call on Congress to heed the
calls from President Trump
and our congressional allies
and immediately pass E15
legislation.”

“... The waiver is strictly
a bandage, and we need
Congress to provide a per-
manent fix with passage
of nationwide, year-round
E15,” Iowa Corn Growers
Association president Mark
Mueller stated in a press
release from his organiza-
tion. “Corn farmers need
increased domestic demand,
and consumers need relief
at the pump. The time is
now for Congress to get this
issue across the finish line.”
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USDA rolls out ‘Product of USA’ awareness campaign

By BRAD CARLSON
(apital Press

The USDA launched a
campaign to publicize the
new standard for labeling
meat, poultry and eggs a
“Product of U.S.A,” while
cattlemen’s groups contin-
ued to call for a beefier rule.

Only products from ani-
mals born, raised and pro-
cessed in the U.S. can be
labeled a U.S. product. Pre-
viously, products from ani-
mals processed in the U.S.
but born and raised else-
where could carry the label.

“It all has to happen in
this country,” Agriculture
Secretary Brooke Rollins
said March 24. “No short-
cuts. No exceptions. No
confusion.”

The labels will be volun-
tary. The U.S. Cattlemen’s
Association said it will still
push for the return of man-
datory  country-of-origin
labels, but added that the
voluntary rule was needed
now.

—_—
PRODUCT OF

\
PRODUCT Q%

Sk

The‘Product of USA'label is for meat, poultry and egg products from animals
born, raised and processed in the U.S. (Courtesy USDA)

“It’s a clear, common-
sense standard that cel-
ebrates each farmer and
rancher that is behind a
‘Product of USA’ label,”
cattlemen’s association
President James Tupper
said in a statement.

To coincide with National
Agriculture Day, the USDA
released a 53-second video
extolling the standard. The
video featured cattle in the
mist, five rodeo stars, a
flag-waving cowboy, Rol-
lins and Health Secretary
Robert F. Kennedy Jr.

A USDA website pro-
moting the rule is headed,
“Tastes Like Freedom.” The
USDA said it wants pro-
ducers and consumers to
be aware of what the label
means.

The Biden administration
adopted the rule in 2024.
Canadian and Mexican offi-
cialshad complained therule
would discriminate against
their animals slaughtered
in the U.S. Poultry produc-
ers sought an exemption for
chicks hatched in Canada,
but transported into the U.S.

within 48 hours.

The Biden USDA
delayed implementing the
rule to give processors time
to prepare, but held firm on
requiring animals to spend
their entire lives in the U.S.

Multi-ingredient — meat,
poultry and egg products
also must be processed in
the U.S. All ingredients
except spices and flavorings
must be from the U.S.

Processors will not need
to get USDA approval
to apply Product of USA
labels, though the USDA
says they must be prepared
to document their claims
and sign statements attest-
ing the claims are true.

Loophole closed

The rule will close a loop-
hole that allowed imported
beef to be labeled a U.S.
product, R-CALF USA said
in a statement.

“This is a positive step
in advancing our goal of
empowering consum-
ers to support American’s

beef supply chain through
their purchasing decisions,”
R-CALF CEO Bill Bullard
said.

Congress should follow
up by passing legislation to
mandate  country-of-origin
labeling on all beef, he said.

The U.S. adopted man-
datory labels in 2009, but
repealed them in 2015 after
a World Trade Organization
arbitration panel ruled the
labels discriminated against
Canadian and Mexican beef
and pork producers.

U.S. Rep. Harriet Hage-
man, R-Wyoming, has intro-
duced a bill to reinstate
mandatory labels, regard-
less of WTO rulings. U.S.
Sen. John Thune, R-South
Dakota, sponsors legislation
to reinstate labels in compli-
ance with WTO rules.

Some agricultural organi-
zations are asking the U.S.
trade representative to press
for mandatory country-of-or-
igin labels as it renegoti-
ates the United States-Mex-
ico-Canada trade agreement.
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USDA projects lowest wheat acreage since 1919

By Matthew Weaver
Capital Press

As USDA projects less
corn and wheat and more
soybeans planted this year
in its annual prospective
plantings report, market
analysts don’t expect much
shift in prices.

All-wheat planted area
for 2026 is estimated at 43.8

million acres, down 3%
from 2025.
“If realized, this rep-

resents the lowest all-wheat
planted area since records

began in 1919, USDA
states.
“Wheat’s been losing

acres to corn and beans for
a long time,” said Byron
Behne, senior market ana-
lyst at Northwest Grain
Growers in Walla Walla,
Wash. “Nobody’s really
making money on anything
right now, so nobody’s try-
ing to plant extra.”

Soft white wheat traded
at about $6.30 per bushel on
the Portland market.

Wheat prices were up
about 8 or 9 cents per
bushel, said Dan Steiner,
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According to USDA, all-wheat planted area for 2026 is estimated at 43.8 million acres, down 3% from 2025. (Courtesy Washington State Department of Agriculture)

that had USDA’s report.
more to do with poor mois- “You’ve got some of the counted the report, Behne

who retired from Morrow He believes The market more less dis-

County Grain Growers in

2023 and now works as a ture and lowered crop rat- biggest wheat producers not echoed.
market analyst in Board- ings in Kansas, Nebraska, rating really high,” Steiner “Southern Plains
man, Ore. Oklahoma and Texas than said. See WHEAT, Page B13
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WHEAT:

continued from B12

weather, the Iran War and
energy prices are the dom-
inant market movers right
now,” he said.

In the Pacific Northwest,
the wheat is looking “really
good,” Steiner said.

“It’s growing slow, it’s
doing extremely well,”
Steiner said. “I would rather
have this kind of tempera-
ture and situation than for it
to be in the 80s. We do not
need this crop to run out of
gas. Every day that we have
60s, 70s, even in the 50s,
buys us another day until
the next rain system comes
through.”

Some wheat acres in
Nebraska will be taken out,
while some acres, even
in the Pacific Northwest,
simply won’t be planted,
Steiner said.

“Snowfall is light enough
and moisture is limited
enough that there are going
to be some irrigated acres
that simply will be fallow
this year,” he said. “The idea
that wheat acres are going
to be low or maybe record
low, yeah, I can totally buy
into that. But the stocks are
still very ample.”

Ample supplies

“It’s just numbers —
there’s not a lot of reality to
these things, but they get a
lot of attention,” said Darin
Newsom, Omaha, Neb.,
analyst. “What do the stocks
tell us? As of March 1, the
U.S. had 1.3 billion bush-
els of wheat on hand, most
of it off-farm. That was 5%
more than last year. As we
look ahead, we’re not going
to run out of wheat any time
soon. I don’t care if it’s the
smallest acres since 1919
— who’s going to buy U.S.
wheat? Nobody, but it got
played today, so markets

rallied.”

Such reports are designed
to generate trade, Newsom
noted.

“If wheat numbers con-
tinue to come down, even
if there’s no more demand
for them, even if we have
ample supplies, because the
numbers themselves that
are posted continue to come
down, yeah, the markets
are going to rally,” he said.
“The bottom line is, wheat
acres were reduced and the
market reacted.”

Winter wheat acres are
already accounted for, he
said. “Now we’ll see what
the weather does.”

Higher fuel and fertilizer
costs are more likely to be
reflected in corn and soy-
bean acreage than wheat,
Newsom said. The winter
wheat crop planted next fall
is where an effect will be
most likely, he added.

“Skyrocketing” input
costs will likely be the big-
gest concern moving for-
ward, Behne said.

“Wheat prices have come
up a little bit, but I don’t
think it’s enough to off-
set those other costs right
now,” he said.

Wheat numbers

The 2026 winter wheat
planted area, at 32.4 million
acres, is down 2% from the
previous year, according to
USDA’s report.

About 23.1 million acres
are hard red winter wheat,
5.79 million acres are soft
red winter wheat and 3.54
million acres are white
winter wheat.

Acreage expected to be
planted to spring wheat
for 2026 is estimated at
9.42 million acres, down
6% from the 2025 esti-
mate. About 8.78 million
acres are hard red spring
wheat. Durum is expected
to total 1.95 million acres,

Thank Vov

For net drivin
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Yov save) my life.

down 11% from the previ-
ous year.

Corn and soybean
numbers

Corn planting is esti-

mated at 95.3 million acres,

down 3% and 3.45 mil-

lion acres from last year.
Planted acreage is expected
to be down or unchanged
in 37 of the 48 estimating
states compared to last year,
according to the report.
Soybean planting is esti-

mated at 84.7 million acres,
up 4% from last year.

Planted acreage is up or
unchanged in 20 of 29 esti-
mating states compared to
last year, according to the
report.

2009 JOHN DEERE 9430, 8990 hrs, Just Ran
Through Shop, 4 Remotes, PTO, Powershift, Clean
TrACIOr e

............ $135,000

2014 JOHN DEERE 2032R, JD Mechanic Own
has 62" deck and bagger ..........

EQUIPMENT, INC.

Grangeville: (208) 983-1730
118 West South St., Grangeville, ID 83530

Web: Visit the new belleq.com!
FINANCING MADE EASY!! JUST APPLY ON OU

4
ed,

NEW AND USED LAWN
MOWERS IN STOCK AND
MORE ARRIVING DAILY!!

OPTIONS AND PRICING VARY
BY UNIT.
PRICED TO SELL, CALL ONE
OF OUR SALESMEN FOR FULL

e Sales * Parts * Service

Nez Perce: (208) 937-2402
311 Oak St, Nez Perce, ID 83543

2025 BRANDT TRAILERS IN STOCK NOW!
Brandt tilt deck trailers are built from the ground up
for faster operation. They deliver quick, effortless
loading and unloading for your operation with
reliable designs and long-lasting components.

~~ 2017 MACDON D65-35, JD adapter, Top auger,
| Ducks feet, Integrated Transport ............... 538,200

2020 JOHN DEERE 735D, Pickup reel, Spare
knife, Anfi wrap bundle, Center seal kit, Integrated
............................................. 549,500

transport............

R WEBSITE!!

o

------

. A —

e S

SAVE A LIFE. DON’T DRIVE HOME BUZZED.
BUZZED DRIVING IS DRUNK DRIVING.

Ad i

U.S. Department of
Transportation

R s LIST OF INVENTORY!

LARGE|{INVENTORY/OF.COMBINES'
CALLIFORIINFO!
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YOUR GUIDANCE PROFESSIONALS:

Walla Walla, Moses Lake,

Colfax, WA WA WA The Dalles, Oregon
l o - - ®
' .r’(‘\ -
'r— - — -~
b

oh i Y G
Jody Boyd Jamie Main ~ Mitch Kemple  Tyler Vienhage  Lane Stephens  Charlie Gibson Brud McMunlguI
509-595-0449  509-336-1340  509-540-0058  509-989-9667 541-298-6277 541-705-5610 541-705-3547

FieldOps

DHYPRO

Guidance Systems & Parts

Ag Leader- PTx

Technology — Trimble

Togfet:
EMMK@[!E]HH ENT]

N

. vﬁa‘r

. c \ GENUINE m
| - PARTS BASED
, INDUSTRIAL F 4

POLY AUGERS
AVAI I.ABI.E!!!

72" Cart with 16-Bar
Harrow....... ELEASE CA__u FOR Pmcma._

_ & ~
ED-KA 45' ROLLER CARTS

With 16-bar harrow, hydraulic turn wheels
- tire & wheel on end of wing to carry over

ditches/hill sides, self-latching field & road
positions, can be lifted up to a 45 degree angle

to back up in comers without unlatching,

expanded metal in front of tongue for rock ,
carrier & walking beams on main frame - if PR’ ,N H
J

\ ordered between July & Nov take 5% off.

Call ED-KA for Spring Pre-Order Pricing!

aPI.ETE TRUCK SETUP

includes 8'x20' flatbed, hoist, PTO,
hydraulics to rear, slip tank, tarp & hitch

ED- KA PIIP TRAII.ERS

New & Used Suspension Available!

( ONE BED & BOX In Stock At Discounted )
Price - Call ED-KA seod Avuthorized Dealer For The

' original SHUR-CO

CUST_OM DOCKS ™ Roll-Over TARPS

I e

(509) 635-1521 » Garfield, WA

www.Ed-KaManufacturing.com

. -
CALL FOR PRICING!
© GRAIN Boxes © DRitt Fiuts @ TRuck Beps © Heaper Carts
o Hoists @ Dri. Mountep Cuttivator ® Harrow CaRTS
\ NicHT CRAWLER ® PAcKErs & RoLter Parts

\L J

Study links cattle feed
efficiency to heat stress,
grazing behavior

(apital Press

Rangeland cattle that
inefficiently convert feed
into body mass are more
likely to struggle with heat
stress than their efficient
counterparts, research pub-
lished recently in the Jour-
nal of Animal Science
suggests.

Estimating forage con-
sumption is more chal-
lenging on rangeland than
in a feedlot, where ration
sizes can be controlled.
Researchers in the Uni-
versity of Idaho-led study
quantified consumption on
rangeland in part by add-
ing a marker molecule to
the rumen and tracking
the marker’s dissipation
in manure over time. The
researchers conducted the
same analysis with cattle
that were given the marker
and fed a known amount of
forage.

Cattle were  classi-
fied as efficient or inef-
ficient based on units of
feed they consumed per
the GrowSafe feed intake
monitoring system.

“There are adaptations
that cows take to adapt to
their environment, and it’s
different between the effi-
cient and inefficient cat-
tle,” Jim Sprinkle, UI
Extension beef special-
ist and the study’s princi-
pal author, said in a news
release. “They adapted
their grazing differently,
and it’s influenced by their
physiology.”

Efficient cattle took
fuller advantage of forage
throughout their range —
including on steep slopes
— during hot days, while
inefficient cattle hunkered
in lowlands and were more
likely to trample riparian
areas.

Researchers tracked
12 efficient and 12 ineffi-
cient two-year-old Here-
ford-Angus cross cows on
rangeland at UI’s Rinker
Rock Creek Ranch in the
state’s central mountains.
Researchers followed the
cows over four days in June
and four days in August.

As expected, inefficient
cattle spent more time graz-

ing to meet their nutritional
requirements, according to
the release. In June, when
forage was lush and eas-
ily digestible, efficient and
inefficient cows grazed
rugged terrain and slopes.
In August, efficient cat-
tle continued grazing hill-
sides while inefficient cat-
tle stuck to lowlands near
shade and water.

“The efficient cows are
more purposeful about
how they graze,” Sprinkle
said. “They get in and get
it done.”

He and his colleagues
discovered inefficient
cows had significantly
more undigested forage in
their rumen than their effi-
cient counterparts during
August grazing, when veg-
etation was dry and full
of less digestible fiber,
according to UI. The inef-
ficient cows were driven
to keep eating to gain ade-
quate nutrition and became
overwhelmed by the com-
bination of the summer
heat and the heat gener-
ated inside of their rumen
as forage accumulated.

Based on the study
results, Sprinkle advises
ranchers who graze on rug-
ged terrain in the summer
to consider selecting their
replacement heifers with
efficiency in mind.

“The majority of ranch-
ers are not going to test
their cows. However, you
can buy bulls that have been
tested for feed efficiency,”
he said. “You could do
some selection over time
to try to get some of those
efficient cattle that presum-
ably would use more of the
rugged terrain.”

Co-authors include UI
Extension educators Car-
men Willmore, John Hall
and Melinda Ellison; Ron-
ald Lewis of the Univer-
sity of Nebraska-Lin-
coln; Douglas Tolleson
of Texas A&M Agril-
ife Research-Sonora;
and David Jaramillo of
USDA’s U.S. Dairy Forage
Research Center in Marsh-
field, Wis.
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USDA report s

By BRAD CARLSON
Capital Press

Drought, high fuel and
labor costs could make for
tough 2026

U.S. honey production and
yield per colony dropped in
2025 as a result of huge die-
offs from varroa mites.

The value of production
increased with better prices,

though, according to the
USDA.
Beekeepers said prices

haven’t kept pace with infla-
tion and industry struggles
continue.

“For most markets, the
price is still below the actual
cost of production,” said
Ryan Burris, California State
Beekeepers Association
president.

With fuel and labor costs
increasing and drought form-
ing in many regions, 2026
could be another rough year.

In dry conditions, bees
don’t find as much pollen or
nectar, leading to greater feed
expenses.

Diesel prices are concern-
ing as beekeepers move col-
onies to catch different crops’
bloom.

Many beekeepers can’t
charge more for honey, as

Beekeepers said honey prices haven't kept pace with inflation. ”For most
markets, the price is still below the actual cost of production,”’ said Ryan Burris,
California Beekeepers Association president. (Courtesy Washington State University)

they are price-takers like
much of agriculture, said Tim
Hiatt, Washington State Bee-
keepers Association legisla-
tive liaison and North Dakota
Beekeepers Association vice
president.

“For now, we’re just going
to bite the bullet and hope the
Iran War doesn’t last long so
fuel and fertilizer prices go
down,” Hiatt added.

USDA figures
disputed, but
trends accurate

Beekeepers disputed
USDA figures but said gen-
eral trends were mostly

accurate.
According to the USDA,

American beekeepers pro-
duced 116 million pounds of
honey in 2025, down 14%
from the previous year.

Yield per colony averaged
48 pounds, down 7%.

Experts said those dips
were due to hive collapses
connected to varroa mites.

“We had 60% winter loss
throughout the United States,
and it wasn’t any one particu-
lar area. It was all over,” said
Joe Maresh, Oregon State
Beekeepers Association past
president.

Beekeepers split  colo-
nies, but the “make-up” hives
weren’t as healthy or produc-
tive, Maresh added.

Honey prices hit $3.05 per

pound, up 27%.

The overall value of pro-
duction climbed to $353 mil-
lion, up 9%.

Pollination income dipped
1% to $225 million.

Hiatt said the industry is
reliant on California’s mas-
sive almond bloom, which
attracts  beekeepers  from
across the nation.

“Because demand is so
high, what they are paying for
California almonds is great,”
he added. “It subsidizes other
pollination because it is so
lucrative.”

However, tree fruit grow-
ers might scale back on polli-
nation even further this year,
he added.

California led the West
with value of production at
$28.3 million. That figure
ranked second in the nation,
behind North Dakota’s $58.3

NOWS hlgher honey value, but industry struggles continue

million.

Washington’s honey pro-
duction was worth $8.9 mil-
lion, followed by Idaho at
$6.2 million and Oregon with
$4.9 million.

Not all ‘doom and
gloom’

There is some positive
news for beekeepers.

Hiatt said there’s more
specialization into differ-
ent marketing channels,
with some beekeepers sell-
ing directly to consumers or
smaller store chains to get
better prices.

The industry has started
efforts to promote domestic
honey consumption, includ-
ing new uses such as spicy
honey.

Burris said many bee-
keepers are holding on to
honey stocks and hoping for
better prices.

Scott Carroll: 509-770-5560

COMPLETE MOBILE REPAIR SERVICES
PORTABLE LINE BORING * HEAVY EQUIPMENT » AG REPAIR
Serving the greater Eastern Washington area

bigironrepair@odessaoffice.com

Eddy Carroll: 509-988-0184

TRAC'I'ORS

ACE, orchard heater /blower, LP gas, 3-point, 540-PT0,
4-tanks, Massive Space Heater! .............ccccooom.. 800
KUBOTA 350-SP, lawn mower, diesel, hydro, 5+eel..*3,300

IRRIGATION T TAPE, 5,000 ft. rolls, % with

VERSATILE 1150, power shift, 5,900 hrs., diff. locks front
& rear, KTA-1150, 525-hp., triples, 4 remotes ...*66,000
JD 8640, P10, 3-point hitch, 4-remotes, new crank, rods
& main bearings, Papé Machinery rework on engine,
8-heavy cast wheels, rack & pinion axles ......... 518,500
Versatile 850, tractor 280 hp 855

Cummins diesel 516,500
CASE 4890, 4-remotes, 4594-original hrs, 30.5LRx32 radials
inside, 24.5x32 bias OUISIde ......veernnneerereeeennnn. $17,500
IH 766, diesel, 85-hp, PTO, 3-point, cab and loader ...............
MAKE OFFER

TRUCKS & TRAILERS

MILLER 20-TON TILT DECK TRAILER, air brokes..........

$12,500
OSHKOSH M747 60-TON TRAILER, 11 wide deck,
4-axle, T6-wheels , 1OMP .ooevereeeee $29,700
FEED /SEED TANK, mounted on semirailer,
5-compartment, retractable unloading leg............ $2,500
TILLAGE

HESSTON 54FT WIDE CULTIVATOR, 5-section, walking
beam axles, sweeps, hard faced..........................
JD KILLIFER 15" OFFSET DISK, ..
MORRIS, 19" chisel plow, 2-section
WANTED
3 TRACTORS 80 TO 125 HP with power front drive &

possibly loaders for same.
LEWCO HAY GRAPPLES with swivel or equivalent

ALFALEA SEED, BAGGED, CLEANED, *240% g

HAY & FEED COMBINES & PARTS

NH 1048, seftpropelled bale wagon, auto rans, diesel.. CALL 176 yp 6602, with 20 header.................... 52,500
NH 1046, self-propelled bale wagon, é-cyl. gas ......53,500
NH 595, 3x4 baler, Excellent! ............cccc........... $17,700
55 GALLON PROPIONIC HAY PRESERVATIVE ACID,

pure 51,950
BALE WAGON PARTS, auto & stick fransmissions,

rear ends, 460-V8, auto. transmission .................... CALL
HESSTON 4655, inine style baler.................... 518,500 ) 3
ALLEN 8827, rok $5,500 <k

/1068 3D 7722 HILLSIDE COMBINE .

JID, 12-wheel VHaKE.......oooooveeecer 4,750 SPR AYE RS
HESSTON, StackMover frailer ...............ooovvvevevneens 1,100  SHOP DESIGNED/BUILT SPRAYER 80 feet and 90 feet

HAY GRAPPLE, 3-hig bales, 4-round bales, or many small
bales, Cat telehandler mounts (can be changed)

with 2 hydraulic cylinders..................cce..... $3,500/ea.
CASE IH, hay dry preserver applicator, eq................... $250
NH 515 BALER, w/ Deutz diesel engine, 3-twine..*12,500

ENGINES

CAT 3126, 190hp PARTS
AC 3500, diesel 53,850
JD 404, turhoed diesel $3,500
JD 303, gas engine head, complete
JD 466 TURBODIESEL..................coeee....

PARTS & EQUIP.
NEW WATER WELL DRILL BITS, carbon buttons. Y2 OF NEW
HYDRAULIC CYLINDERS, PUMPS & MOTORS, CALL
* JD 8630, tractor ® JD 8640, tractor ... PARTING OUT
o JD 880 & 2270 WINDROWERS.............. PARTING

ATTACHMENTS
LEON, 10’ front mount blade ...............ovveeeveeeennne. $2,500
DRILLS
3-JD 9350, 8'x7" hoe drills, factory movers, packer wheels,

grass seed /fertilizer %6,500
KRAUSE 5436, folding drill, minimum fill, with liquid tank
$27,700

applications

booms. Widths canbereduced. Tagstyleswithtanks. $3,500 each
JOHN DEERE TAG AXLE LIQUID NURSE TANK long
slender design for safe road use. .........cooocc....... $1,950.00

MISCELLANEOUS
JD 250 LIQUID NURSE TANK, tag e style with liquid purnp.$1,500
WANTED, P10 T-Box, 13"x21-spline, T000-RPM........ CALL!
BARBER 1307, turf rake, hydraulic dump.............. $2,500
BARBER, 45’ granular spreader, center load ............ $2,000
BARBER, 45’ granular spreader, center load. Good! .. %4,750

TARP TIE DOWNS, new, choice of rope with Ny-Locks .. CALL
4-NEW MICHELIN TIRES, radials, 265/70R19.5......5850
COOK, 6’ offset disk, 24" blades............eveverevereene.. 5950

PARTING OUT, several 2-fon trucks and bale wagons..CALL
CALKINS 4TM 45’ RODWEEDER, Ritzville area..51,750

FIREFIGHTING APPARATUS WITH DIESEL MOTOR .

24" spacing, metered water outlefs................ $85/per roll

VERMINATOR GOPHER MA(HINE ||ke new.. S5 750

SECURE YOUR:

® Boat Dock @ Airplane ® Snowmobile
® Buildings e Vineyards ® Orchards
® Tank Supports
-Available In These Lengths-
8-ft  10-ft @ 14-ft © 30-ft
CONCI(()ETE S 5@
RAILROAD
TIES LINEAR FOOT

GREAT FI.OORS & FENCE’

Protection Barriers

Andy Knapp
Cell: (509) 608-6632
Or: (509) 608-7145

The Equipment listed above is a cooperative listing of

machinery owned by separate “individual owners” and is not

located a single area. For additional information call or write:
E 5910 Peone Rd, Mead, WA 99021
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FRANKLIN COUNTY SURPLUS
FARM EQUIPMENT AUCTION
APRIL 29, 2026

BID IN UPCOMING AUCTIONS FROM

THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST'S . & N
~ PREFERRED ~ IR
AUCTION SERVICES PROVIDER MAY 6, 2026

ANNUAL SPRING
MAY ELTOPIA AUCTION
MAY 7, 2026

ANNUAL SPRING
OFF-SITE FARM AUCTION

AUCT ION COMPANY MAY 20, 2026

PREVIEW & BID @ WWW.BOOKERAUCTION,COM

..AND, COMING

5 /5 £ 26 o

BID ON 51 ACRES OF IRRIGATED FARM GROUND witH
DEVELOPMENT POTENTIALN ADAMS COUNTY, WA.

FEATURING AN ESTABLISHED IRRIGATION SYSTEM, DOMESTIC WELL, AND SEPTIC SYSTEM,
THIS PROPERTY IS WELL-EQUIPPED FOR BOTH AGRICULTURAL USE AND FUTURE GROWTH. / ,‘
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Fauﬁ‘.eld, WA ) CHECK THE

I M B O B S “Farm jv]ac.hinery Consignments On The Palouse WEB SITE F OR
Jim Holt [Eg#3 MORE EQUIPMENT

(509) 433-9018 el Viewall inventory, photos & Details.

77

EQUIPMENT SALES jimbobseqsales@gmail.com o _': Recent sales to MT, ID, OR, WA,

www.jimbobsequipmentsales.com e KAZAKHSTAN, HONDURAS.

JAS e

LI2) HgILL?N%BQﬁ o 0 Polup: gy Pl 67 LT Tuin Tenks, 0, Rven, :
reversible feed rolls, elec. SWivel SPOUL ..v.vvovvrer 500 gal & 1000 gal, Tanks $8:700 GRAIN TRAILER 1983 EAGLE MFG. 28 box,

201 NEW HOLLAND T8.360 ..covvvrrrecrennnnnrcccssennnnnes $107,000
312 hp, 6210 hrs, 18 spd. Powershift, 3 pt, PTO,
Excellent operating cond.

Flexi-Coil 55 Raven, 70/, 650 gal, new valves, ef...... 56,000 2 hopper bottoms, new brake drums.........eesseecessencenns $16,000

2 o ~ SPRINGDALE RV TRAILER, BUNKBED ED., 32 titled,
Flexi-Coil 67 90', 1000 gal, hyd. auto-fold .....c...v.... $5,000 4 bunkbeds + maln $11,000

% Ben Hunt Pull Sprayer poly tank, 80" booms ........... $5,500

. 2007 HESSTON 9240 SP SWATHER/HAYBINE
14, double sickle, 1668 hours, Cummins,
2 spd Hydro, double steel conditioner.

FLATDECK TRAILER & PUP, Western Trallers,

2 ; : 5 2008 APACHE AS 121[] SPRAYER WITH JD RATE CUNTRULLERS 1998, front 38, pup 22. $19,500
1996 CASE IH 9380 STElGER GPS 450hp. Cummins, Raven 1200 g. tank, Includes bigger floater tires................ $62,000 o
Viper 4,12 spd. full Powershift. Major engine overhaul & Jo ANHYDRQUS APPLICATOR/CULT. + TANK 36,
anhydrous lines w/tank 0N Wagon ...........oeeeeeeevveenee $18,500

more - go to website $72,500

74 BEN HUNT AQUA FERT. SHANK APPLICATOR, i
2000 . Stainess StEEl tANK w.uuueereessssssersesssssnesersees $9,000 |

EAGER BiE/-\VER 10TX 4 » $7.250

~ 2005 CIH 8010 Level, E 4330, S 3163 hrs,

= TIRES & WHEELS
B ong auger, Ex.cond SE6.000 g 4 Flotation Tires & Wheels, 19L-16.1SL, HD rims,
International Crane Truck, 2010 Crew Cab, Rahco Feederhouse, From a JD 9770, 8 hole $1,800
91,102 mi, IMT 65 crane $38,500 fits most combines $5,650

ED-KA GRAIN BOX 8 x 20', tarp, V.G. condition............. $9,500

1974 FORD L700 NH STACK RETRIEVER, 49,382 miles,
1052 NH Retriever, 14 x 16, 14 x 18 bales. .......c..cc..... $5.000

FLEXI-COIL 67 XL SPRAYER

110" 1500 gal. poly tank $12000 541\ DEERE SPRAYER TIRE & WHEELS - NEW!
i Alliance 710/70R42 tires & JD Wheels .....oevvevvvsseeees $24,000
"~ CAT D5 CRAWLER,
Runs good, 13,000 hrs $8,500

i ~ 201 GLEANER S77 W/HEADER, 4341 - 3088, Ievel land, autn

1999 FORD VACUVATOR, Cummins, 42,752 miles, tilt, new parts, 40' MacDon FD70 ......vcereeererercnnneee $110,000 .. .

5 spd. auto, 5 tanks $39,250 1989 CASE IH 1670 COMBINE + HEADER .......ocrorvre $6,000 3
CALKINS CULTI-WEEDER 36 DEPTH CONTROL ........... $4,000 466 engine, Hansen leveler, 25" 1010 Header -
3 bar Floating Harrow, 12" tines. 1991 CASE INTERNATIONAL @
~ 1670 COMBINE + HEADER

CAT D6 C DOZER 1982
Hardnose, 30" tracks,
blade 13-5" Wide.
........................... $20,000

L , 3 remotes,
10,000+ hrs

o Challenger MT 743, =
. Si 425 hp, 3,457 hrs, PT0, ;

- rear axle, leveler, -

1010 25 Header '

1~ 3PT, custom tanks &
¥ much more..$218,000

HEADERS :
Case IH 2020 Header, 30 Dual drive, Flex head.......... $10,000 .
' ' " JD 7020, Duals, 9763 hrs, 162 h
3| MAC DON 960 DRAPER HEADER 257....cccc $t,500 8,000 Gallon Fuel Tank, HD, ool H. Ex ol new rear s
continuous diesel use $5,000 e '
TRUCK GRAIN BOX 1991, 500-600 bu, 2T-10°L, JD 7520, 3 remotes, duals, 13,402 hrs

VG condition $3,250

.............................. $15000

. . PR e JD 455 Drill w/Wagner Fert. 35, fert. box, newer discs + : /5 A L
JOHN DEERE 510 DISC RIPPER $13, 500 Wagner, newer fert. tips & tubes, new harrow........... $28,500 i 8 2007 NEW HOLLAND T6 305...oereeeesrrre $78500
Mud scrapers, 7 Rippers International Harvestor Drills, Model 150, ERSKINE 7 HYD SNDW BLUWER Never been used, for skld 8.3L CUMMINS, 304 hp, 489% hrs, 3 pt, duals,

starter fert. Lines $4300  steers. $9750 18 speed Powershift, PTO.
Case IH 5100 Drill 36, Factory fold-0ut ........cccoseeererecne

Glencoe Cultivator 42, Depth control, bar harrow..........
Love Chisel Plow 15, Paddle wheel leveler

GANDY 3220 SEEDER
............................... $8,500

INTERNATIONAL 24 ARPS 730 3PT BACKHOE, 2 buckets, 11" & 23",
* MODEL55 CHISEL PLOW 95" dig depth, OULTIQUErS. ..vvveversreeserersnnersnssrsennee $3,400
$6,500

2010 JD 8225R $114,500

225 hp, 5313 hrs, 16 spd. Powershift, PT0, 3 pt,
Quick hitch, No DEF.

1968 INTERNATIONAL 55 CHISEL PLOW ..cooveevrreeeerrereene $3.200
16, 17 shanks with points

INTERNATIONAL 800 PLOW-3 BOTTOM.....ccocccescrrecnee $3,000
Factory split for flexibility

2022 NH 313 DISCBINE, 13', 1000 PTO, rubber crimpers,

NEAR NEW! $38,000 " JOHN DEERE 3 ROW CORN

PLANTER 3 pt. hitch, 30" TRUCK GRAIN BOX 1991
spating I'm so broke,
14" packer wheels, COMMANDER FM 2 WAY RADIO ANTENNA, STAND

vacuum gauge ... $5,250 3 piece 30’ stand, 20’ antenna, never out of box ....... $2,600

Sometimes you're the windshield and

sometimes you're the bug. | can't pay attention.

'l
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Landowner groups sign MOUs for Odessa groundwater replacement

By Matthew Weaver
(apital Press

Seven landowner groups
have signed new memo-
randums of understand-
ing with the East Colum-
bia Basin Irrigation District
to build systems replacing
groundwater from declin-
ing wells with Columbia
River surface water in the
Odessa Subarea.

“This 1s encompassing
almost all remaining acres
left in the (Odessa Ground-
water Replacement Pro-
gram),” district manager
Craig Simpson told Capital
Press. “This is part of the
solution, but until we build
it, it’s just a plan, right?”

Nearly 192,000 acres are

-/ =~
A > % i
L 4 . e

Construction on the Columbia Basin Project. (Courtesy East Columbia Basin Irrigation District)

infrastructure for farmers
to exchange valid, state-is-
sued Odessa groundwater
rights for Columbia Basin
Project water.

The district began to

Project. The irrigation dis-
trict is involved with the
development of 87,000
acres  associated  with
OGWRP, which aims to
implement the U.S. Bureau

assessed and managed by of Reclamation’s Odessa deliver water on the EL
2,802 landowners within Subarea Special Study, 86.4 system in April 2025.
the federal Columbia Basin building the necessary The first system, the EL

te dispersals |
& liquidations, farm &
construction equipment, vehicles,
see meridianeg.com

2026 AUCTION SCHEDULE

May 2026 - 4/28 to 5/9
July 2026- TBD

2 °

Since 1973, Meridian Equipment has 1a family

owned and operated business dedicated to serving
the Pacific Northwest and beyond with honesty,

experience, and professionalism in every machinery

auction we conduct.

MERIDIANEQ.HIBID.COM

360-398-2141

w

Now Proudly Featuri

47.5, was completed in
2021. Two more systems,
the EL 84.7 (6,209.8 acres)
and the EL 80.6 system
(5,862 acres) are currently
under construction for 2027
deliveries.

The irrigation district’s
board of directors approved
the Shrag, Wheeler Cor-
ridor, EL 54 and EL 56.5
delivery systems during
their Feb. 4 board meeting,
and the EL 4.8, EL 40.2 and
EL 73.3 delivery systems
during the March 4 meet-
ing. The systems cover
about 50 farming entities
total.

The EL 40.2, EL 54
and EL 73.3 systems were
“previously  anticipated”
on original maps, but had
never reached the MOU
stage, Simpson said.

“There’s still a lot of
work — we’ve got to design
it, and then we’ve got to
come up with the funding,
easements, all that good
stuff,” Simpson said. “It’s
a great step, but there’s
still so much work left that
I don’t want to claim too
much of a victory yet.”

The systems will gener-
ally be shorter and smaller,
so designs should theoreti-
cally go quicker, but there
will potentially be seven in
the works at the same time,
Simpson said.

A limited number of
people manage easement
acquisition through the the
bureau, he said.

“We may have designs

ready and even have fund-
ing available, and still be
delayed,” he said.

Simpson hopes the sys-
tems will be complete in
the next five to seven years.

“I don’t know if that’s
realistic with the amount
of easements we have to
get,” he said. “Easements
take a long time. Until we
can find where the pipeline
routes are, we can’t really
start trying to obtain the
easements.”

The seven systems cover
about 28 miles total, Simp-
son said.

Landowners
‘invested heavily’

Simpson hopes for pre-
liminary designs in about
six months, to get a better
understanding of the poten-
tial cost.

“It’s not inexpensive,” he
said. “We’re talking hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
to complete.”

The state supplemental
budget includes $3.2 mil-
lion to help with design of
the remaining acres, but
design for each system will
cost about $1.5 million, he
said.

“A lot’s going to fall
on the backs of the land-
owners to get this all
started until we can get to
the bond market or other
funding sources,” Simp-
son said. “They’re going
to be invested heavily to
get these processes going.

See ODESSA, Page C3

®
erlelle & I
—" ‘ e —= » ‘

1463 Bridge St., Glarkston, WA

(509) 758-4000
www.sunrisehomecenter.com

sunrisehomecenter@gmail.com
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Washington cherry 1ndustry seeks bigger fruit

By Kyle Odegard
(apital Press

The USDA is accepting comments
on a proposal to increase the mini-
mum size requirements of most sweet
cherry varieties in Central and Eastern
Washington.

All sweet cherries in those areas
would be covered except for “light
sweet cherries” such as Rainier and

Royal Anne.
The Washington Sweet Cherry
Marketing Committee — adminis-

tered by the Washington State Fruit
Commission, which also oversees
Northwest Cherry Growers — recom-
mends new minimum size and pack
requirement changes to the state’s
marketing order to maximize market
returns and improve crop insurance
practices.

Cherry size is typically referred to
by row count, a measurement of how
much fruit could fit in a box when
lined up.

Northwest cherry trees are in full bloom. The
Washington Sweet Cherry Marketing Committee
is recommending a proposal to increase the
minimum fruit size. In poor weather years,
growers are forced to harvest small fruit with

little value to qualify for crop insurance. (Courtesy
Northwest Cherry Growers)

The proposal would remove the 12
row count (54/64 inch in diameter),
and shift the minimum size to 11 '
row (57/64 inch).

New row sizes of 7 %2 count (88/64
inch) and 7 count (92/64 inch) would
be added.

The order would impact farms in
Okanagan, Chelan, Kittitas, Yakima
and Klickitat counties, as well as all
15 counties to the east.

Approximately 1,350 sweet cherry
growers are in that production area
and about 35 handlers would be sub-
ject to the regulation.

Small cherries less valuable

Federal paperwork states that
according to the commission, 12 row
fruit typically accounts for roughly
1-2% of the Washington sweet cherry
market annually.

The market doesn’t readily accept
such smaller cherries, which usu-
ally command a lower price. How-
ever, they can create competition with
larger fruit.

During difficult crop years with
poor weather, growers are often
required to pick and deliver their 12
row cherries to qualify for crop insur-
ance coverage, even if doing so is not
economically viable.

Crop insurance adjustors typically
require farmers to pick all marketable
fruit prior to submission of a claim —
even though smaller size cherries have
little value to the grower or handler.

The two new larger row counts will
help the industry properly capitalize
on those desirable sizes.

Currently, 8 row cherries and
larger are marketed without further
definition.

The new sizes will help farmers
and handlers market large cherries in
export markets at premium prices.

How to comment on cherry size
proposal

The proposed rule was published in
the Federal Register on March 9.

Written comments are due by April
8.

Comments should be submit-
ted through www.Regulations.gov
or mailed to the Docket Clerk, Mar-
ket Development Division, Specialty
Crops Program, Agricultural Market-
ing Service, USDA, 1400 Indepen-
dence Ave. S.W., STOP 0237, Wash-
ington, D.C., 20250-0237.

Comments can also be sent to the
Docket Clerk via email at Marketin-
gOrderComment(@usda.gov.

ODESSA:

continued from C2

We’ll just navigate through
everything it takes to build
these things.”

Some private landowner
systems are also in the
works. Simpson is aware
of three that will cover sev-
eral thousand acres.

‘It needs to happen’

Did Simpson ever expect
to get to this point?

“Early on, I thought,
‘Yeah, this is just going
to happen, it makes all
the sense in the world, we
need to do this,”” he said.

“And then reality set in;
it’s more difficult than you
want to recognize when
you start. I’ve always
thought we’d get there. It’s
not gone the path or at the
speed I thought it would.
But I think it has to hap-
pen. We’ve got an aquifer
out there that has problems
and we’ve got a solution
to it. Yeah, it’s expensive
and it’s time-consuming
but it needs to happen and
I always have thought it
will happen. We’re capable
of doing this. There was no
real reason it couldn’t get
done.”
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Blue states rip EPA’s
‘compliance first’
approach to enforcement

By Don Jenkins
(apital Press

Democratic state attor-
neys general called on the
Environmental Protection
Agency to retract a memo
instructing regulators to
advise industries on how
to comply with environ-
mental laws before issuing
penalties.

The 13 attorneys gen-
eral claim the memo puts
the interests of businesses
over the environment and
public  health. Without
strong enforcement, indus-
tries have little incentive
to comply with laws, the
attorneys general allege.

“This  administration’s
approach gives polluters a
tacit green light to break
federal environmental
laws,” Washington Attor-
ney General Nick Brown
said in a statement.

The EPA’s enforcement
office issued the ‘“com-
pliance first” memo in
December. The office’s
acting assistant administra-
tor, Craig Pritzlaff, stated
the EPA will take enforce-
ment actions if needed, but
encouraged quickly resolv-
ing problems with “two-
way dialogues.”

“We must act swiftly
to limit actions from third
parties who, through citi-
zen suit litigation, unfairly
impact policy through abu-
sive litigation tactics,” the
memo stated.

In a letter March 18 to
EPA Administrator Lee
Zeldin, attorneys general
complained the Trump
EPA is settling more cases
without issuing penalties.
The letter cited research by
Earthjustice, an environ-
mental law firm.

The EPA said in an email
the agency assessed nearly
$1.16 billion in fines, res-
titution and other court
ordered relief in 2025.
Other  accomplishments
included stopping more
than 1.6 million pounds
of illegal pesticides from
entering the U.S., the
agency said.

“Earthjustice is not a
reliable source of informa-
tion and is simply trying to

gin up donations from left-
wing donors,” the agency
said.

Earthjustice based its
report on EPA’s own data,
a spokeswoman said in
an email. “Our credibil-
ity speaks for itself in the
lawsuits we are bringing
and winning against this
administration,” she said.

The EPA released a
report in March claim-
ing 2025 was a strong
year for enforcement,
despite a change in atti-
tude. “The days of using
EPA’s enforcement to pur-
sue overzealous prosecu-
tion and partisan agendas
are over,” Zeldin said.

The Pritzlaff memo
instructed EPA regulators
to tell industries how they
can come into compliance.
“Achieving timely com-
pliance in the most effi-
cient, most economical and
swiftest means possible
must be the primary focus
of the negotiation and liti-
gation strategy,” the memo
stated.

The attorneys general
allege the EPA is masking
the Trump administration’s
true intentions. In practice,
the Pritzlaff memo curtails
enforcement and delays
compliance, they claim.

President Trump
revealed his intentions by
signing on his first day
back in office an executive
order titled, “Unleashing
Prosperity Through Dereg-
ulation,” according to the
attorneys general.

They also cited a
November 2024 opinion
piece in The Wall Street
Journal by Elon Musk and
Vivek Ramaswamy. The
entrepreneurs, connected
with the Trump transition
team, called government
by unelected regulators
“anti-democratic.”

State attorneys general
from California, Connecti-
cut, Delaware, Hawaii, I1li-
nois, Maryland, New York,
Massachusetts, Minnesota,
Rhode Island and Vermont
also signed the letter.
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U.S. farm exports rise;
trade deficit shrinks

By Don Jenkins
Capital Press

U.S. farm exports rose
in February compared to
the same month a year ago,
while imports declined,
lowering the agricultural
trade deficit in line with
USDA predictions.

Exports totaled $14.7 bil-
lion, an 8% year-over-year
increase, while imports
fell 17% to $15.7 billion,
according to figures released
April 2 by the USDA’s For-
eign Agricultural Service.

The trade deficit in farm
goods in February was
$966.9 million, or 77% less
than in February 2025.

Agriculture Secretary
Brooke Rollins said on X
the shrinking trade gap vali-
dates President Trump’s tar-
iffs and trade deals.

“After decades of unfair
trade practices, the presi-
dent hit the reset button,”
she wrote. “Now, U.S. ag
exports are rising, new mar-
kets are opening, and our
farmers and ranchers are
finally back at the center of
policymaking.”

USDA predicted last
month the U.S. will end the
2026 fiscal year next Sep-
tember with a $29 billion
farm trade deficit, com-
pared to $43.7 billion defi-
cit in fiscal year 2025. The
U.S. last ran a farm trade
surplus in fiscal year 2022.

Through the first four
months of the current fiscal
year, farm imports have sur-
passed exports by $4.4 bil-
lion, compared to $13.6 bil-
lion the previous year.

Year-over-year sales
to most top foreign mar-
kets increased in February.
Exports to Mexico were up

OF

2% to $2.36 billion, while
exports to the European
Union were up 17% to $1.3
billion.

Exports to China were up
34% to $1.7 billion. Sales to
China, however, remained
well below the $3 billion
exported in February 2024.
Exports to Canada were
down 3% to $2.19 billion.

Soybean sales for the
month rebounded to $1.8
billion, or 40% higher than
the year before, though still
43% below February 2024.
Soybean sales to China for
the month totaled $1 billion.

Year-over-year ~ wheat
exports were up 6%, dairy
exports were up 11%, fresh
fruit exports were up 13%
and ethanol exports were up
50%.

Beef exports were down
9%, while beef imports
were up 33%.

“For consumer afford-
ability, unfortunately,
we need these imports,”
R-CALF USA CEO Bill
Bullard said. “Today’s mar-
ketplace is unprecedented.
We’ve never seen supplies
so short and demand so
high.”

U.S. cattlemen are cash-
ing in on high prices and
will be reluctant to rebuild
their herds until they are
confident prices won’t crash
because of rising foreign
imports, Bullard said.

To create that -confi-
dence, the U.S. should com-
mit to lowering imports in
three years, creating a sup-
ply void that U.S. ranchers
could look forward to fill-
ing, he said. “It will take
three years to have mean-
ingful expansion in our
industry,” he said.

AGRICULTURE

JAMIE L.

WHITTEN

FEDERAL BUILDING

The USDA reports that in February year-over-year farm exports rose and the
farm trade deficit shrank. (Capital Press file photo)
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Cheney FFA members give apple lessons to elementary schoolers

(apital Press

CHENEY, Wash.
Cheney, Wash., FFA mem-
bers recently visited two
local elementary schools
to share information about

apples.

The chapter visited Betz
Elementary and  Great
Northern Elementary in
February.

The chapter’s F.A.R.M.
For Kids team —Tay-

lor Pettit, Gage O’Connor,
and Amira Islam-Zwart —

planned lessons with three
rotations: the life cycle of
an apple, how to define
apple varieties and a taste
test and a version of the
popular Apples to Apples
card game, focused on fun
facts about apples.

“Our Cheney FFA mem-
bers that participated in
these events had tons of
fun, especially when they
saw how excited the kids
were to see them!” Cheney
FFA president Taylor Pettit
wrote in a press release.

VR-H00DD

Mh’ul,

B -
Mixer Feeders

T e

The chapter presented
12 lessons overall and
impacted about 815 stu-
dents, Pettit wrote.

The chapter had previ-
ously revived its annual Ag
Day at Cheney High School
in October, inviting elemen-
tary school students from
throughout the Cheney
school district to learn
about the area’s agriculture,
after pausing it during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

That event included live-
stock exhibits from local

2025 Laird VR-1400DD

Laird VR-1400 Direct Drive, Bi-Directional Feed Discharge

e Dual side doors with drop chutes

e Zuidberg transmission ¢ 12” steel extension
* Rear premix door * 8” belt extension

NW'E

Mixer Feeders

Feeding Cows Without The BULL!

Customized Solutions for Your
Needs Contact Us Today...

1121 Garber St.
Caldwell, ID 83605
(208) 459-2750
www.nwmixerfeeders.com

families and an apple cider
station where kids could
make their own apple cider
with a real apple cider press.

“The students loved
everything we had for
them, but the livestock and
the apple cider press was a
really big hit,” Pettit stated.
“Since our FFA chapter
had done previous lessons
about animals, we wanted
to branch out and try some-
thing new, which ended up
being apples since the apple
cider station was really

Kids make their own apple cider
using a real apple cider press during
Ag Day at Cheney High School
October 2025 in Cheney, Wash. The
enthusiastic response during the
event inspired Cheney FFA's F.A.R.M.
For Kids team to put together lessons
about apples for elementary school
students in February. (Cheney Fra).

popular.”

The F.A.R.M. For Kids
team will make a presenta-
tion about the event during
Washington FFA’s state
convention in May.

The “It’s Only Another Beer”
Black and Tan

8 oz. pilsner lager
8 oz. stout lager
1 frosty mug
1icy road
1 pick-up truck
1 10-hour day
1 tired worker
A few rounds with the guys

Mix ingredients.
Add 1 totalled vehicle.

Never underestimate ‘just a few.”
Buzzed driving is drunk driving.

e

U.S. Department of Transportation
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Scout touts Horse Heaven energy project to justices

By Don Jenkins
(apital Press

Scout Clean  Energy
claims in a court filing that
the Horse Heaven wind and
solar project would equal the
output of a large coal or nat-
ural gas power plant, a dis-
puted claim never examined
by regulators.

With batteries, the
1,150-megawatt installation
in Benton County, Wash.,
would supply power even
when the wind isn’t blow-
ing and the sun isn’t shining,
the company stated in a brief
to the Washington Supreme
Court.

“At that scale, the proj-
ect could replace a large fos-
sil-fuel fired facility,” the
brief reads.

Benton County PUD man-
ager Rick Dunn said Scout’s
project won’t be an adequate
substitute for a fossil fuel
plant, even with batteries.
Windmills, the project’s larg-
est part, likely will make lit-
tle or no electricity on some
winter days, he said.

“You can’t get rid of the
fossil fuel plant. What do you
do on the coldest mornings?”’
Dunn said. “A wind farm can
never replace the controllable
capacity of a coal plant.”

Scout has a permit to
build on Horse Heaven
hills in southeast Washing-
ton, but must, along with the
state, defend the project at a
Supreme Court hearing June
11.

The Yakama Nation, Ben-
ton County commissioners

Windmills turn in Central Washington. Scout Clean Energy claims its Horse
Heaven wind and solar project in southeast Washington will equal a large coal
or natural gas power plant. State officials did not evaluate the claim before Gov.
Jay Inslee approved the project. (Don Jenkins/Capital Press)

and Tri-City CARES allege
that then-Gov. Jay Inslee
overstepped his authority in
approving the project.

In a process that took sev-
eral years, the Energy Facil-
ity Site Evaluation Council
studied potential impacts to
views, noise, traffic, wildlife,
agriculture, socioeconomics
and tribal culture.

It didn’t, however, eval-
uate the project’s projected
output of electricity or its
projected output during peak
hours, when energy planners
say the Northwest is at risk of
power shortages.

“We tried to get that data,
and we were foreclosed from

Farmland

Tractor Supply
Tangent, Oregon

New, Used, and
Rebuilt Tractor Parts
877-928-1646
541-928-1646

32427 Old Hwy. 34
Tangent, OR 97389

Farmlandtractor.com

doing that,” Tri-City CARES
attorney Richard Aramburu
said.

“We wanted to talk about
the need issue, the capacity
issue,” he said. “We really
wanted to see if it was true
that this project was going to

justify all the damage it was

doing.”
At 1,150-megawatts, the

Horse Heaven project would
have a larger maximum
potential output than any of
the state’s natural gas plants.
But the Western Power Pool
estimates that windmills in
Washington operate at only
5.5% of their potential during
peak-demand hours in Jan-
uary, typically the coldest
month of the year.

Scout declined to comment
for this story. The company
emphasized to the Supreme
Court the project’s maximum
capacity and ability to supply
power with batteries.

“That reliability is what
makes the project useful to
the local electrical grid,” the
company stated.

Utilities won’t be able to
count on Horse Heaven in the
winter, Dunn said. The proj-

ect can be expected to gen-
erate more electricity in the
spring, but that’s when hydro
power peaks, he said.

“What they’re contrib-
uting to is an energy glut,”
Dunn said. “We don’t need
this wind farm in the Tri-Cit-
ies at all.”

The project will span
72,000 acres of leased farm-
land. Washington is turn-
ing to carbon-free energy
because of climate change,
according to the Washington
attorney general’s office.

“The transition requires the
development of clean energy
facilities, such as wind and
solar, on a scale that demands
considerable space in rural
areas,” its brief states.
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Challenging season looms for Eastern Snake Plain pact

By BRAD CARLSON
Capital Press

RAFT RIVER, Idaho —
Lucas Spratling is setting up
his 2026 crop rotations and
on-farm practices as if it’s
2027, when stricter water-
rights administration takes
effect in his area.

“I would say pretty much
everyone in this valley has
been preparing for it for
years,” he said. “We’ve
known this is coming.”

The 2026 crop season
will be key in longtime
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NW Oregon &
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503-910-1640
Patricia.Gilbert@capitalpress.com
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Pat McKenzie
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Central Oregon, California
503-949-1607
PatMcKenzie@capitalpress.com

Ross Busch
NE Oregon,
E. Washington & N. Idaho
509-342-1594
Ross.Busch@capitalpress.com

efforts to slow the decades-
long decline of the Eastern
Snake Plain Aquifer.

A 2024 settlement agree-
ment between groundwater
pumpers and a coalition of
seven surface water delivery
entities with senior rights is
succeeding halfway into its
four-year term but faces an
unusually low snowpack.
The Idaho Department of
Water Resources this year
is bringing portions of the
Big and Little Lost river
basins into a rights admin-
istration area the legislature
expanded in 2024, and next
year will add the Raft River
Basin.

In the Raft basin, “what
I’ve seen with not everyone
but with most of the farm-
ers is that they’ve been very
proactive about mitigating
their water use, looking for-
ward and being more sus-
tainable,” said Spratling,
who irrigates with deep
wells. “We’re not going to
be irrigating and farming if
we don’t do something.”

Farmer Ryan Telford has
some ground in the soon-
to-be administered Big Lost
basin — where he irrigates
with groundwater and sur-
face water — and some
ground already subject to

S TR BTSN

L N

Milepost 29 aquifer recharge basin in southern Idaho. (Courtesy Idaho Department of Water Resources)

administration to the south
and west. For the Arco
area, part of the Big Lost,
“there’s going to be a learn-
ing curve,” he said. “It’s
dry, dry, dry.”
Curtailment

Through an annual water
rights call during irrigation
season, the Water Resources
director issues an order
stating the volume junior
groundwater users owe the
Surface Water Coalition.
Owed volume varies based
on water-year conditions
and is updated through the
season.

Groundwater users per
the November 2024 set-

tlement — initially among
nine groundwater districts
and the coalition — can
avoid curtailment by meet-
ing annual usage reduction
targets, securing a specified
volume for delivery to coa-
lition members, and return-
ing water to the aquifer.
The Idaho Water Resource
Board since 2014 has man-
aged an aquifer recharge
program between irriga-
tion seasons, and the legis-
lature last year increased the
annual volume target.

Solutions
“All parties have really
stepped up,” said Wesley
Hipke, water projects man-

ager with the IDWR plan-
ning and projects bureau.
The legislature in 2025
allocated money for the
department to set up water
districts in the expanded
rights administration area,
and separately directed sub-
stantial ongoing funding to
water-saving projects; the
Water Resource Board’s
first-year awards focused
on Eastern Snake Plain
infrastructure.
Groundwater  districts
are pursuing projects such
as groundwater-to-sur-
face-water conversions
and recharge infrastruc-

See PACT, Page C11
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(509) 397-4360 eaquipmenT pivisiON

Equipment Manufacturing,
Updating! & Repair

FAX (509) 397-6306 * AFTER HRS (509) 288-7364 ® WwWw.mcgregoreq.com
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U.S. wheat farmers pay nearly $1 billion more in increased fertilizer costs

By Matthew Weaver
(apital Press

Wheat farmers paid
nearly $1 billion in addi-
tional costs due to tar-
iffs on phosphate fertiliz-
ers, a new report from the
National Association of
Wheat Growers says.

NAWG points to Texas
A&M estimates that coun-
tervailing duties on Moroc-
can phosphate fertilizers
cost the producers of major
U.S. crops $6.9 billion
across the 2021 to 2025
growing seasons through
increased fertilizer costs.
Wheat farmers paid $966
million across the same
time period.

Wheat farmers face the
second highest fertilizer
costs of major field crops
as a percentage of oper-
ating costs, at 38%, and
total costs, 15%, according
to the report, which cites
USDA production cost pro-
jections for the 2026/2027
marketing year.

The projections were
published in December
before the current conflict
in the Middle East “sky-
rocketed” fertilizer prices,
NAWG’s report notes.

“If you are a wheat
farmer and you are apply-
ing phosphate, it’s impact-
ing your farm,” NAWG
president Jamie Kress, a
Rockland Valley, Idaho,
farmer told Capital Press.
“It’s kind of overwhelm-
ing to see that ($1 billion)
figure printed on paper,

MATERIAL S_HIUP
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* AlUmintm

. BialerParts

#2100
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over five years, above and
beyond what we needed to

2

pay.

Countervailing

duties

NAWG points to coun-
tervailing duties applied
in 2021 on imported phos-
phate fertilizers from Rusia
and Morocco. The duties
are tariffs on U.S. imports
that aim to neutralize spe-
cific types of government
subsidies given to foreign
exporters that materially
harm domestic industry,
according to the report.

Phosphate fertilizers are
manufactured using mined
phosphate rock. Phospho-
rus is one of the three pri-
mary nutrients needed to

grow Crops.

Globally, China and
Morocco are the top phos-
phate rock  producers,
according to the report.
China severely restricts
export of  phosphate,

including a current ban on
exports of all phosphate
fertilizers.

Morocco has nearly
70% of global phosphate
reserves, and is the top
exporter of phosphate rock.

In the five years before
the countervailing duties
were imposed on phos-
phate fertilizer, imports of
Morocco were more than
half of U.S. phosphate fer-
tilizer imports in most
years. Moroccan phos-

phate fertilizer imports to
the U.S. fell from a total of
3.8 million tons between

~ TRAILERISHOP.

» Gooseneck
¢ Dump
* Enclosed Trailers

§ " o
C 2 ~

3229 10TH STREET, LEWISTON

208.743.0720

2016 to 2020 to 0.2 million
tons between 2021 to 2025,
and zero imports in 2025,
according to NAWG’s
report.

State by state

“Unsurprisingly, the
states bearing the brunt
of the cost from increased
fertilizer prices are those
with the largest wheat acre-
age: North Dakota, Kansas,
and Montana,” the NAWG
report states.

North  Dakota farm-
ers faced $202 million in
countervailing  duties-re-
lated costs. Kansas farm-
ers faced $141 million and
Montana growers faced
$120 million.

In the Pacific North-
west, Idaho paid $22 mil-
lion; Washington $14 mil-
lion and Oregon $4 million.

State-level costs are
“heavily driven” by differ-
ent levels of phosphate fer-
tilizer application, NAWG
says, noting that the same
crop faces different nutri-
ent needs based on local
conditions.

For example, South
Dakota and Oregon grow
a similar number of win-
ter wheat acres, averag-
ing 838,000 acres and
738,000 acres annually
between 2021 and 2025,
respectively.

But 94% of winter wheat
acres in South Dakota are
treated with an average of
23 pounds per acre of phos-
phate, while 20% of Ore-

gon’s acres are treated with

Colfax, WA: Located on Highway 26
(509) 397-4371

1-800-831-0896

* Roxors & Accessories

Low Rate
Financing

an average of 29 pounds
per acre of phosphate.

Next steps

NAWG and other com-
modity organizations,
including the National
Corn Growers Association,
American Soybean Asso-
ciation, and various state
corn, soybean and sorghum
associations, sent a let-
ter March 20 asking U.S.
Commerce Secretary How-
ard Lutnick to revoke the
countervailing duty orders.

The International Trade
Commission is currently
gathering public comment
through April 1 as part of
its review whether revo-
cation of the countervail-
ing duties would likely

continue or cause material
injury to occur.

Removing the tariffs
would provide “immediate

relief” to farmers, Kress
said.
She notes that some

domestic fertilizer indus-
try members also support
removing the duties.

“Farmers can’t con-
trol global markets, but we
need to make sure U.S. pol-
icy isn’t making it harder
to stay in business,” Kress
said. “If we’re serious
about supporting American
agriculture, we should start
by removing barriers that
are directly raising farm-
ers’ costs.”

WWW.CAPITALPRESS.COM

Two-Way Radios!

A cost effective communication
solution with no monthly airtime fees!
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Call Del Blaine
(509) 425-0840
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D & H Fencing LLC

www.dhfencingllc.com

208-501-5509

dandhfencingllc@gmail.com
2571 Hwy 95, Moscow, ID 85843

10% OFF

FIRST GATE ORDER
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D&H FENCING LLC
ﬂ"‘“‘_“—Moscow, ID

CUSTOM GATES AND PANELS
AGRICULTURAL FENCING

» CORRAL DESIGN & CONSTRUCTION
TREE THINNING

Stop by

and take a look!

JONES TRUCK & IMPlEMENT

The Dalles, OR:
3002 E 201 Ave.

(541) 298-6277

Walla Wallo, WA: 304 N. 9%
(509) 525-6620

1-800-525-6620

FORESTRY MULCHING
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Website: www.jtii.com
E-mail: sales@ijfii.com
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By Kyle Odegard
(apital Press

REDMOND, Ore. — A
new group of officers was
elected March 22 during
the 2026 Oregon FFA State
Convention, held at the
Deschutes County Fair &
Expo Center.

* Anna Kliewer of the
Lost River FFA chapter was
named president.

* Vice president is Brae-
lyn Marino of Forest Grove.

* Tucker VanDyke of the
Yamhill-Carlton  chapter
was elected secretary.

* Treasurer is Dylan Orr
of Henley.

* Addie Saunders of Vale
was named reporter.

* Sentinel is Callie Kost-
man of the Crater FFA
chapter.

New officers are high
school seniors who will
take a gap year and work
together, traveling around
the state as they visit every
school with a FFA chapter.

Looking forward
to their year of
service
The new leadership

group said they were grate-
ful, humbled and honored,

Oregon FFA's new leadership group includes (from left) Pre5|dent Anna Kliewer
of the Lost River FFA chapter, Vice President Braelyn Marino of Forest Grove,
Secretary Tucker VanDyke of the Yamhill-Carlton, Treasurer Dylan Orr of Henley,
Reporter Addie Saunders of Vale and Sentinel Callie Kostman of Crater. (kyle
Odegard/Capital Press)

and looking forward to their
year of service.

“I decided to run for
state office because the FFA
organization has absolutely
changed my life ... I'm
so excited to give back,”
Kliewer said.

Marino wants to help
teens develop their leader-
ship abilities and discover
what they are passionate
about.

FFA officers saw her
potential before she
believed in herself.

“Even a little bit of
encouragement can  seri-
ously change the lives of
our members,” said Marino,
who also took first place
in vegetable production

proficiency.

Van Dyke stressed that
FFA wasn’t just creating
leaders for its organization,
but for all of society.

“We’re prepping them
for the rest of their life. ... |
don’t think you can find that
in any other organization,”
added VanDyke.

He won the job interview
competition at the event,
and also was part of Yam-
hill-Carlton’s winning ag
sales team at the National
FFA Convention.

Orr said FFA student
leaders always supported
him, and he hoped to reas-
sure members and help
them with their struggles.

“We’re always in their

Proudly

made in the

USA

CHROME ALLOY
WEAR PARTS

We stock premium wear parts - including sprockets, spools and boot
points. Whether you need pre-assembled goose-neck points or Chrome
Alloy rods to weld yourself, we have the high chrome solution for you.

R & H Machine- 115 Roedel Ave- Caldwell, ID

1-800-321-6568
www.rhmachine.com

Soluing diffccalt wear froblems!

corner cheering them on,
Orr said.

Saunders and Kostman
said they enjoyed meeting
other FFA members.

“They are so amazing.
They have so many unique
stories and they are going
far in life,” Saunders said.

Kostman, who also was
named Star Farmer for Ore-
gon, said talking to fellow
members — learning some-
thing new or relating to their
experiences — can foster
connections that make a dif-
ference in their lives.

Eight new Oregon
FFA chapters
welcomed

The 98th Oregon FFA
State Convention was held
March 19-22, and the event
included classes, compe-
titions, a career and edu-
cational expo and other
activities.

The attendance
announced during the final
session was roughly 3,600,
including members, advi-
sors and guests.

Eight new chapters were
welcomed this year, bring-
ing the state total to nearly
130.

Those were Al Kennedy,
Eagle Ridge, East Linn

Meet the new Oregon FFA officers

WE HAVE 2 3/3" & 2 7[s"
WELL STEM PIPE

Other Sizes Available
Call For Pricing Today!

v
.
"

&

Direct Ship &
Cutting Available

400 3rd Ave. North
Nampa, ID 83687

800-851-8612
208-466-0036

rockymtnsteel2020@gmail.com

Christian, Glendale, Inno-
vation Academy, Jewel,
Oregon City and Pacific.
Oregon’s official FFA
membership for 2025 was
nearly 15,800 students.

Featured speakers
include ODA
director

The theme of this year’s
convention was “Rooted.”

Lisa Charpilloz Han-
son, Oregon Department of
Agriculture director, told
the crowd that FFA was part
of their root system during
her speech March 20.

“In agriculture, we know
that a strong root system
allows us to stand tall, sur-
vive and thrive. Roots pro-
vide stability, they provide
strength and they help us
grow. That’s really another
word for  resilience,”
Charpilloz Hanson said.

Resilience means getting
back up after a hard season,
adapting after things don’t
go as planned and continu-
ing to move forward.

“Oregon farmers and
ranchers understand resil-
ilence better than most,
because agriculture teaches
us that challenges are part
of the journey,” Charpilloz
Hanson said.
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PACT: ment being very effective,” access.”
* Herway said. Such timing is a key rea-
continued from C8 Projects son groundwater and sur-
. 9
ture, and canal companies cooperation face water users need to

are planning or carrying
out efficiency improvement
projects. The board has
increased recharge capacity
and is working on creating
more so that “in good years,
we’re prepared to capture
as much water as we can,”
Hipke said.

Above average

The 2024 settlement
agreement and  stipu-
lated mitigation plan allow
groundwater users to aver-
age their accomplishments
over the pact’s four-year
term, in part to encourage
projects that boost aquifer
sustainability.

At an early March meet-
ing among coalition mem-
bers and representatives of
groundwater districts that
entered the 2024 agree-
ment, “the No. 1 takeaway
was that even in a really dry
last year, the groundwater
districts saved more than
their obligation,” said Idaho
Ground Water Appropri-
ators attorney T.J. Budge.
“That doesn’t mean they
will every year, but that was
really encouraging.”

“Everybody is concerned
about the effect of this warm
winter,” he said.

IGWA comprises ground-
water districts that entered
the agreement at the outset.
Halfway into the averaging
period, “the mitigation plan
is working as intended,”
executive director Lara Her-

way said.
“Groundwater  districts
have made significant

investments and operational
changes to meet the obliga-
tions of the 2024 agreement,
and members are actively
implementing both demand
reduction and recharge
efforts,” she said. “Agricul-
ture stepped forward with
a serious, enforceable plan,
and we are now in the pro-
cess of carrying it out.” The
averaging framework aims
to smooth year-to-year vari-
ability in hydrology, “so the
real story at the halfway
mark is the scale of imple-
mentation and the ongo-
ing collaboration between
groundwater and surface
water users.”

IGWA members so far
have saved substantially
more groundwater than
required, and “all signs are
pointing toward the agree-

Bingham Ground Water
District is adding recharge
capacity and  pursuing
groundwater-to-surface-wa-
ter conversions. The Black-
foot-based district also has
been installing equipment
to measure usage remotely
in real time, and to monitor
the water table.

“If plenty of surface
water is available, we want
to be able to use it,” man-
ager Alan Jackson said.
“If surface water is scare,
maybe that’s a better time
to be using the groundwa-
ter if available. It’s all about
timing, identifying the best
available supply and getting

keep working together, he
said. “Collaboration is the
most important thing.”
Young Family Farms,
in the Blackfoot area, last
spring stopped irrigating
more than 100 acres pre-
viously watered with pivot
sprinkler end guns and last
fall put about 22 acres previ-
ously irrigated by hand and
wheel lines into the Conser-
vation Reserve Enhance-
ment  Program, farmer
Adam Young said.
“Farmers are making real
changes and sometimes
drastic changes” in how
they manage land, he said.

See PACT, Page C12
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193 CASE IH 8250, 520 Hrs, Harvest Command, 4WD,

*425,000

Chopper, Dudls, Lux Cab, #1010..........

'22 CASE IH MAGNUM 280 AFS CONCT CVT 1200 hrs,

MFD, Susp Axle, PTO, #1383

.................................. 280,000

USED TRACKED TRACTORS

‘01 Case IH440Q, 11,800 hors, 30" Tracks, 4 Remotes # ConsS7.

$65,000

23 Case IH 580Q AFS Conned, 1300 hrs, PTO, 36" Tracks, 6 Rmt, HO pump, Lux cab#145........495,000
/22 Case IH 580Q AFS Conned, 2560 hrs, PTO, 36" Tracks, 6 Rmt, HO Pump, Lux cab#1455.......5399,000
“18 Case IH 580Q, 3730 hrs, PTO, 36" Tracks, 6 Rmt, HO Pump, Lux Cab,Trailer Brake#1457........$295,000
“24 CASE IH 555Q CVX, AFS CONNECT, 1180 hrs, PTO, 36" Tracks, 6 Rmt, HO pump, Lux cab# ....#525,000
“24 CASE IH 525Q AFS CONNECT, 1325 hrs, PTO, 36" Tracks, 6 Rmt, HO pump, Lux cab#1445 ......$515,000
23 CASE IH 540Q AFS CONNECT, 1300 hrs, PTO, 36" Tracks, 6 Rmt, HO Pump, Lux Cab,#1426....%495,000
“23 CASE IH 500Q AFS CONNECT, 1300 hrs, PTO, 36" Tracks, 6 Rmt, HO Pump, Lux Cab,#1427..... 475,000
*23 CASE IH 500Q AFS CONNECT, 1800 hrs, PTO, 36" Tracks, 6 Rmt, HO Pump, Lux Cab,#1400..... 5459 000

“23 CASE IH 500Q AFS CONNECT, 970 hrs, PTO, 36" Tracks, 6 Rmt, HO Pump, Lux Cab#1428
“20 CASE IH 500Q, 5140 hrs, PTO, 36" Tracks, 6 Rmt, HO Pump, Lux Cab#1430 ...
“18 CASE IH STEIGER 620Q, 3300hrs, Lux Cab, 36" Tracks, 6 Rms, PTO, HO Pump #1435..
‘08 CASE IH STEIGER 435Q, 8120 hrs, Lux Cab, 30" Tracks, 4 Remotes, #1387..........
“14 CHALLENGER-MT775E, 3004 hrs, PTO, 3pt hitch, 24" Tracks, 5 Remts,# #143
‘14 CHALLENGER-MT775E, 6025 hrs, PTO, 3pt, 14" Tracks, 6 Rmts, #1313......cec

USED WHEEL TRACTORS

‘22 CASE IH MAGNUM 280 AFS CONCT CVT, 1300 hrs, MFD, Susp Axle, PTO, #1392.....5280,000

‘22 CASE IH MAGNUM 280 AFS CONCT CVT, 1200 hrs, MFD, Susp Axle, PTO, #1383....
“23 CASE IH MAXXUM 135 ACT 4, 250 hrs, MFD, 3pt, PTO, #1401.......
‘21 CASE IH MAXXUM 135 ACT 8, 800 hrs, MFD, 3pt, PTO, #1342...
‘21 CASE IH MAXXUM 135 ACT 4, 871 hrs, MFD, 3pt, PTO, #1398..
/78 STEIGER PANTHER 3, ST325, 4-Remotes, Duals, Cat Engine, ConsD62...

.$280,000
$150,000
...‘135,000
$120,000
410,000

SPRAYERS

‘24 APACHE HS1100 SPRAYER, 120’ Booms, 4WD Hydro, Capstan system, #558...
‘24 APACHE HS1100 SPRAYER, 120’ Booms, 4WD Hydro, Capstan system, #561....

‘99 JD 4700 SPRAYER, 3700 hrs, 4WD, 90’ Booms, 1000 Gal Tank, Raven Guidance, #552. s39 500

’2'I CASE IH MAXXUM 135 ACT 8, 800 hrs,
MFD, 3pt, PTO, #1342.....

............. *135,000

'23 CASE IH 9250 HILLSIDE COMBINE, 755 hrs, Harvest
Command, Chopper, Duals, Lux cob,#1055$550,000

USED COMBINES

‘14 Case IH 8230 1630 hrs, 4WD, Chopper, Dudls, Nice.... ..$190,000
‘24 CASE IH 9250 HILLCO, 550 HRS, HARVEST COMND, 4WD,

CHOPPER, DUALS, LUCAB #1091
‘10 CASE IH 7088 HILLSIDE, 2400 hrs, chopper, 4WD, Dudls #1069.......
‘07 JD 9860 STS HILLSIDE, 3160 hrs, duals, chopper, FD70 35’ Draper #1079
‘07 JD 9860 STS SIDEHILL, 3248 hrs, duals, chopper, 630 Header #107
‘04 JD 9660 STS, 2540 hrs, Duals, Chopper, 630 Auger, #1066.....
'23 CASE IH 8250, 725 hrs, Harvest Command, 4wd, Chopper, Dudls, Lux Cab,#1105.... .
‘21 CASEIH9250 HILLCO, 818 hrs, Harvest Command, 4wd, Chopper, Duals Lux Cab#1014............. $500,000
10 CASE IH 8120, 2850 hrs, Chopper, Duals, 2WD #1103.........ccooovvvvrmrrrric $89,000

USED HAY EQUIPMENT

20 CASE IH RB465 ROUND BALER, 6000 bales, Net Wrap,
Great Shape Cosd87. $45,000.00

USED TILLAGE, SEEDING, GRAIN CARTS & MISC.

14 HORSCH ANDERSON JOKER RT370, 37/ New Blades, #ConsD71#460 ... 760,000

$635,000
..595,000

“22 APACHE AS1250XP, 1000 hrs, 132’ Booms, Raven XRT, Capstan, Diff lock, #573 ...........$350,000
*22 APACHE AS1250XP, 880 hrs, 132’ Booms, Raven XRT, Capstan, boom height #576 .4....4..5350,000
Odessa, WA Ritzville, WA
(509) 988-0433 (509) 660-3210
. -
couee it GASE Hil

( www.odessatrading.com )

(509) 681-0466

AGRICULTURE
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ENGINES FOR SALE

CUMMINS ISX, long block
CUMMINS N14, Celect Plus, long block ... Fxch $16,500
CUMMINS BIG CAM, long block........Exch $13,500

CUMMINS 12-VALVE, DIY long block kit, 0II new 30rts
indluding new block & crank

AERVOE FLEET & ENGINE PAINT IN STO(KI

(800) 362-2387

(509) 534-1112
N. 322 Eastern,
Spokane, WA, 99212

Now Offering Engine Overhaul
Kits that cover Caterpillar 3406E,
C15, and C15 ACERT engines.

Also Cummins ISX, X15!
$3,500 ¢ CALL TODAY!

We offer Overhaul kits for
CUMMINS 12-valve and ISB 24-valve.

INLAND CEAR

Transmission & Differential, Sales & Service

(800) 366-5962

(509) 534-7818
6305 E. Valleyway, Spokane, WA, 99212

WE RENT REEFERS

S -

2017 UTILITY 53’ 3000R REEFER TRAILER, FLAT SIDES, S 600 THERMOKING UNIT (O\RB
COMPLIANT FOR LIFE), 27,237 HOURS, SWING DOORS, QUILTED STAINLESS STEEL DOORS, PRODUCE
CHUTE, AIR RIDE SLIDING SUSPENSION, 295 758 22.5 RUBBER CAPPED AT 60%, ALL ALUMINUM
WHEELS, AIR INFLATION AXLES, 70 BRAKES, BELLY AERO SMART TRUCK WIND DEFLECTOR, 50 GAL
FUEL TANK, REAR VENT DOOR.

1985 FRUEHAUF STAINLESS STEEL TANKER, 6700 GALLONS, STRAIGHT
ROUND / REAR DISCHARGE, 3" QRB STYLE SS VALVE, AIR RIDE SUSPENSION,
295/75R22.5 RUBBER, ALL ALUMINUM WHEELS, HOSE TUBES EACH SIDE, 80%
RUBBER, 70% BRAKES

2007 KENWORTH T-300, CUMMINS 1SC 315 HP, ENGINE BRAKE, CRUISE
CONTROL, 10 SPD TRANS, 4 BAG HENDRICKSON AIR RIDE, 4:88 REAR RATIO, ALL ALV
MINUM WHEELS, 11R22.5 RUBBER, REAR LOCKER, 313,857 MILES 1986 CLOUGH 4
COMPARTMENT TRUCK TANK, NEW SUMPS INSTALLED WITH NEW AIR INTERNAL VALVES,
NEW PLUMBING, NEW MOUNTS, 2 2.5 BLACKMER PUMPS, 2 HOSE REELS WITH NEW
HOSE, VAPOR RECOVERY, BOTTOM LOAD, SCULLY .o

Mountain Hi

® Randy Stober, Cell: (509) 520-0494

Truck & EquiPMENT

o Darin Harvey, Cell: (509) 520-3401 o Dick Harvey, Cell: (509) 520-3400

1988 BARBEL STAINLESS STEEL TANK TRAIlER 7000 GALLONS 1 (OMPARTMENT DUUBLE
CONICAL / CENTER DISCHARGE, SPRING RIDE SUSPENSION, 295,/75R22.5 TIRES, STEEL WHEELS,

3" STAINLESS QRB STYLE VALVE AT THE CENTER, HOSE TRAY RIGHT SIDE, 60% BRAKES, 60% TIRES,
BARBEL 42 7000 GAL SS TANKER

1-2025 TRAVALONG (STEEL A-TRAIN HOPPER SETS) 40" 2 HOPPER LEAD,
FULL REAR HITCH PACKAGE, GATOR HYDE LINER PROTECTANT SPRAYED ON LANDING GEAR
AND HOPPERS, T1R24.5 TIRES AND ALL ALUMINUM WHEELS, SPRING SUSPENSION,
SHUR-CO ROLL TARP, CHROME CORNERS, 2 VIEW WINDOWS, SILVER / GRAY PAINT,
COMES WITH PUP 1-2025 TRAV-A-LONG 20 PUP TRAILER, BACK HALF OF NW ATRAIN
SET, LARGE RING TURN TABLE, ALCOA WHEELS, T11R24.5 VIRGIN RUBBER, HIGH AND
LOW HOPPER VIEW WINDOW, SHUR-LOK BLACK TARP, FRONT AND REAR LADDER AND
VIEW PLATFORM, LED LIGHTS, HOPPER IS 24 INCHES OFF GROUND, 4 CHROME CORNER
CAPS 1 SET COMING MAY 2025 SET WEIGHS 21,280 LBS, ARRIVING MAY 2025...........

iﬁ-.xl#’:fil:

2010 INTERNATIONAL PAYSTAR DOUBLE PUMPER CUN\MINS ISX 500
HP, 1850 TORQUE, 13 SPD TRANSMISSION, 11R22.5 RUBBER ON ALL ALUMINUM
WHEELS, RUBBER IS 70%, 1976 PEERLESS ALUMINUM TRUCK TANK, 4500 GALLONS,
4 COMPARTMENTS, 1500 / 1000 / 1000 / 1000, DOUBLE PUMPER, VAPOR,

SCULLY, BOTTOM LOAD.

P.0. Box 165, Walla Walla 99362

(509) 529-1761

continued from C11

“Those efforts are yielding
real results and are chang-
ing the trajectory we are on
in terms of keeping the aqui-
fer and the river healthy.”

Surface water perspective

“It’s a good sign they are
working to help improve
the aquifer,” Alan Hansten,
general manager of coalition
member North Side Canal
Co., said of groundwater
districts that signed onto the
2024 settlement. “It’s good
to see they are going above
and beyond what was orig-
inally contemplated in the
agreement.”

“It’s  important  that
(groundwater users) be able
to function within their allo-
cations — and it sounds
like, by and large, they are
accomplishing that halfway
through the first four-year
stint” of the agreement, said
Jay Barlogi, general manger
of coalition member Twin
Falls Canal Co., which is
working on a major effi-
ciency improvement proj-

ct. “Equally important is
that if some of them don’t,
that the state go out and
enforce.”

Ideally, compliance con-
tinues “while we wait for all
of these other good actions
happening out there,” he
said. “This is a really bad
water year shaping up,” with

K ‘jo DpLIAtD

i

less storage water available
because of reservoir condi-
tions and prospective lower
reach gains.

Aquifer discharge into
the Blackfoot to Minidoka
reach of the Snake River —
important to the supply out-
look — improved last year.

Typically in an irrigation
season, Twin Falls Canal
Co. and American Falls
Reservoir District No. 2
end up in the “injured” cat-
egory, American Falls dis-
trict board chairman Jim
Ritchie said. TFCC’s right
is predominantly river flow
whereas AFRD 2 relies on
reservoir storage.

The American Falls dis-
trict was injured last year
and in 2024.

“The groundwa-
ter districts did what was
required,” Ritchie said. “
really think everybody’s try-
ing. Surface water doesn’t
want to see our groundwa-
ter neighbors lose their live-
lihoods, or vice versa.”

The settlement agree-
ment is a “very good start-
ing point,” he said. “Nei-
ther party got exactly
what it wanted, so in that
respect it’s probably a good
agreement.”

“I think it’s working,”
said Travis Thompson, an
attorney for the coalition.
“Certainly the resource will

See PACT, Page C13
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new track? Call us, we can
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Blackfoot-area farmer Adam Young. (Courtesy Adam Young)
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kind of be the telling issue

Once we get into the
2027 irrigation season, indi-
viduals who have had this
four-year allocation will be
able to see what’s left, and
that will be reported on a
monthly basis.”

Mitigation

Groundwater users and
districts can avoid curtail-
ment by securing Depart-
ment of Water Resources
approval of their own miti-
gation plan or by joining an
approved plan — including
the 2024 stipulated mitiga-
tion plan derived from the
settlement agreement.

The Jefferson-Clark
Ground Water District in
2024 joined the settlement
after submitting its own
plan that IDWR opposed
initially, district manager
Bill Stoddart said.

The district is isolated
from and above the river,
which limits opportunities

to economically build proj-
ects to move surface water,
when available, onto its
system, he said. About one-
third of the district’s acres
are irrigated by groundwa-
ter pumped into canals or
Mud Lake. Some members
have projects, such as canal
lining.

“What we can do is
reduction of groundwater
pumping and use,” Stoddart
said. The district also can
buy water from other places
for recharge, which can
impact the aquifer faster.

The agreement so far is
helping the aquifer, Young
said.

“As we recognize the
efforts that have been made
and are currently being
made, it’s important we
maintain an open dialogue,
stay patient with each other
and continue to make efforts
to adjust our practices to
ensure we sustain the aqui-
fer and the river long term,”
he said.

HEHAS TWO'JOBS
BUT ONLY GETS PAID
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Anderson Hay seeks to sell Oregon facility, exit straw business

By BRAD CARLSON
(apital Press

A major Northwest for-
age exporter, Anderson
Hay, wants to sell its Ore-
gon processing facility and
exit the straw business as
part of its Chapter 11 bank-
ruptcy reorganization.

The company has asked
a bankruptcy judge for per-
mission to sell its straw pro-
cessing facility in Aurora,
Ore., for $10.75 million and
use most of the proceeds to
pay a major creditor.

“The Aurora Facility
does not consistently oper-
ate profitably and exiting
the straw industry is a vital
part of the Debtors’ inter-
nal restructuring of their
businesses,” according to
Anderson Hay’s motion.

The transaction could

be significant for Oregon’s
grass seed farmers, who for
years have been baling and
selling straw for the export
market to supplement their
incomes after field burning
was largely prohibited.

But according to Ander-

son Hay, the process-
ing facility is “currently
under-utilized,” as it was

“originally built for signifi-
cantly higher volumes.”

The facility is not “con-
sistently ~ providing an
appropriate return” due to
the “declining straw mar-
ket,” so it’s in the best inter-
ests of the company and its
creditors to cease opera-
tions at the site and “liqui-
date related equipment,” the
document said.

“In addition, given the
size and condition of the
plant, the capital tied up in

/SEEHDR/I/ TIRE/

SN\ \77RES & Towing) 111NN

£i0

SEEHORN TIRE
202 N 1st St,Fairfield, WA 99012

(509) 283-2552
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PRECISION
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Anderson Hay is asking a bankruptcy judge to OK the sale of its Aurora, Ore.,

t§Itra}:iv facility, and allow it to use the proceeds to pay a major creditor. (Capital Press
ile photo)

the facility is out of pro-
portion to the returns cur-
rently available in the grass
straw market,” according
to the motion. “The Debt-
ors believe freeing up cap-
ital for other uses and eval-
uating more appropriate
approaches in the grass
straw market is a prudent
decision given the current
dynamics of the market and
their position in it.”

The facility includes a
41,000-square-foot process-
ing and production building,
about 320,000 square feet of
hay storage, and other struc-
tures on more than 26 acres
in an agricultural zone north

Precision Where It Matters.

sales@dutchopeners.com

CONTOURI Z AND
QUANTUM

Scan QR code to
learn more about
Precision Edge™

| dutchopeners.com

of Aurora, Ore.

Buyer on the line

The property would
apparently be sold to entre-
preneurs who intend to
revive textile manufacturing
from flax fiber in Oregon,
based on a real estate pur-
chase agreement and busi-
ness records filed with the
state’s Secretary of State.

The facility would be
purchased by the Milli-
cent Property Co., whose
manager is Will Altschwa-
ger, in place of the Oregon
Flax Co. The latter com-
pany’s managers are listed
as Fibrevolution and Coast
Fibers, which are involved
in flax textile manufactur-
ing. Altschwager is also
named as the CEO of Coast
Fibers, a firm he co-founded
with the owners of Fibrevo-
lution last year.

Anderson Hay has been
considering the Aurora
facility’s sale or alternative
use for about four years,

BRAVA l

T \TAYLOR METAL

-' EUROSHIELD'

909-262-3445

including as a “potential
Tesla crash facility,” but has
found it to be a “challeng-
ing property,” according to
the company’s court filing.

The property lacks sur-
face water irrigation, lim-
iting its agricultural uses,
but it’s zoned for “exclu-
sive farm use,” which
restricts ~ non-agricultural
development, the filing
said. An attorney advised
the company that trying to
change the zoning would be
“futile.”

Aside from the Milli-
cent Property Co., which
has entered into a real estate
purchase agreement, only
one other buyer expressed
interest in the facility, but
lacked the necessary capital
to offer a competitive price,
the document said.

The potential deal with
Millicent represents “the
highest and best offer for
the property,” and after
subtracting closing costs,
the proceeds would allow
Anderson Hay to pay down
about $10 million worth of
debt to PGIM Real Estate
Finance, which is owed
about $15 million, accord-
ing to court filings.

During a recent bank-
ruptcy court hearing, an
attorney for Anderson Hay
said the company is on track
to pay farmers by May 1 for
crops delivered before its
bankruptcy filing last year,
and also to submit a reorga-
nization plan by that date.
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Dreams of becoming Oregon dairy
princess, just like mom, become reality

By Kyle Odegard
(apital Press

Grace  Faber  always
dreamed of being the Oregon
Dairy Princess Ambassador.

As alittle girl she ran around
her house in her mom’s crown
and sash — Trisha Faber, then
Trisha Platt, was state alternate
in 2002 — and even wore that
regalia for Halloween at age
12.

“I've looked through her
scrapbook from being a prin-
cess so many times,” Faber
said.

On March 10, the
Linn-Benton Community Col-
lege student, representing Polk
County, was crowned Ore-
gon’s Dairy Princess Ambas-
sador for 2026-27.

Chloe  Bingman, dual
enrolled at Chemeketa Com-
munity College and Oregon
State University, was named
Alternate Oregon Dairy Prin-
cess Ambassador.

Faber and Bingman will
spend the next year traveling
throughout the state, attending
fairs, town meetings and pub-
lic events as representatives of
Oregon’s dairy farmers.

They will also visit schools,
telling students about life on a
dairy farm and dairy products’
nutritional benefits.

Advocating for dairy
industry

Faber, a Santiam Christian
High School graduate, partici-

Silver /Black
Super Heavy Duty

Added UV Protectant
For Longerv Llfe N

PACIFIC ETtROLUM

N. 8321 Market, Spokane * (509) 467-3130 » (800) 791-2149

pated in 4-H and FFA.

Her favorite childhood
memories are of playing at her
grandparents’ farm, Platt’s Oak
Hill Dairy in Independence,
Ore.

Her grandfather, Jack Platt,
inspired her love of dairy farm-
ing. In seventh grade, he gave
Faber her first cow, Blossom,
which she showed at the Polk
County Fair.

Faber, whonow hasaherd of
13 show cows, hopes the fair-
grounds remain open because
events there show children the
value of hard work.

“When I was little, I wanted
to become a dairy princess
because I wanted to wear a
tiara and hang out with cows,”
Faber said.

That retains its appeal,
but Faber’s motivation has
matured.

“I’'ve seen the hardships in
the dairy industry and I’ve seen
what our farmers go through,”
Faber said.

She looks forward to advo-
cating for the industry, educat-
ing people on how well the ani-
mals are treated and promoting
dairy products.

Faber added there are many
misconceptions she wanted to
correct.

“This is a hard industry and
you really have to love what
you do to be a dairy farmer,”
she said.

Faber is studying animal
sciences with an emphasis in

True to Size
6 oz., from 6x8 up fo

22 SUPPLY

Recently crowned Chloe Bingman (left), Alternate Oregon Dairy Princess
Ambassador, and Grace Faber, Oregon Dairy Princess Ambassador, handed
out samples of Darigold milk during the 2026 Oregon FFA State Convention on
March 21. Dairy royalty often are some of the most popular people at events
because of the dairy treats they provide. (yle Odegard/Capital Press)

dairy science at LBCC. She
wants to continue working in
the dairy industry and is look-

Faber and

received scholarships to sup-

Bingman

port their education.

Outgoing Oregon Dairy
Princess Ambassador Cyd-
ney Stables and alternate Anna
Wismer received $21,350 and
$11,500 respectively for their
year of service, during which
they visited with more than
13,000 students.

Bingman, 20, of Yamhill
County, is a 2024 graduate of
Amity High School who par-
ticipated in FFA.

She also showed dairy heif-
ers at the Yamhill County Fair
and Oregon State Fair.

Other state finalists were
PaytonLynn Baldwin of Mar-
ion County, Isabel Wedam of
Morrow County, Simone Fer-
guson of Tillamook County
and Taylor Lovelady of Wash-
ington County.

ing at studying genetics since
artificial  insemination  has
become so critical.

Faber’s family also has
royal dairy connections in
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TILLAGE DRILLS HAY EQUIPMENT MISCELLANEOUS

ID 2400 (HISEl PLOW, 40, Convened To R|pper Shanks 100060| Poly
Tank, 3BurT|ne Hurrow ———————— ;0 U]

’I4JD 1890, 40, 7.5" Spacing, 1 Owne

AT - o :
13101910 ' ' 129 95 MACDON 9000 WINDROWER 3593 Hrs, '00
o MacDon 15" Grass Seed Special Head..................... 4,500

VERMINATOR GOPHER MA(HINE New Shunk&
Point, Harrow PuII Arms

Acres,

/23 AGPRO CROSS SLOT DRILL, 36’ 10" Spucmg 1500&
500 Gal Tanks, 135 Bu Airhox, Scales................coccce..... 99,950

'2I MF RK842 SD-TRC PRO ROTARY RAKE Low
Acres $33,000

10 JD 1890, 36', 10" Spacing, AgPro 1100-D Airbox, Omnitrac Or
“18 GREAT PLAINS 3500 TURBO MAX, 3K Acres On Manual Diive, 3 Sets Of Seed ol Blockage Monitors, Exta Set Of New
New Blades & Spiders 579,950 Forge de Nioux Blades 589,950

TRACTORS

BRANDT QFIOO SPRAYER, 80", 1000 Gal Tank

=Pt f?--'

“12.JD 7230R, 4112 Hrs, MFWD w/ TLS, VT 1D H480 Loader
w/ Bucker/GruppIe/Huy Handler, (4) Remotes, Actve Seut [H
Reverser $137,000

TYLER STAINLESS STEEL DRY SPREADER, Smgle
Spinner

TRUCKS & TRAII.E_I}-S

2) JD STARFIRE 3000 DOMES, (1) I 2600 Head w! New
ouch Screen 2,750

'95 CAT CH45, 11K Hrs, Late 25" TrockS..ovrvvrvven 524,950

‘72 CHEVROLET €20 SQUARE BODY, 64221 M, 350
VB, AT, ZWD, A/C, 8 Bed...ovvvseeerrreenenerecesnnne %,500

AG RACKS

lN STOCK'
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8] STEIGER ST225 BEARCAT IIl, 10140 fs, 3306, 20 ’76 1H 1086, 7668 s, ( )Franeths,RaIJuls . 95.H 880 SWATHER, 2665 Hi, 14 Dual Au erHead&
Spd, 200.8X34 Dudls 58,500 Remotes ’ 520,000  Condifoner ! « Trackman - Firestone -
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