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MABTON, Wash. — Eddie Alva-

rez’s family has a long history of rais-

ing peanuts in Washington State.
Alvarez Organic Farms, based in 

Mabton, Wash., has raised peanuts for 

30 years — a practice started by his 

father and grandfather, Alvarez said.
Do many farmers raise peanuts in 

Washington?“There’s a couple more,” Alvarez 

said. “Not as much as I do. (I’m) the 

biggest one, yeah.”Alvarez plants “Super Jumbo” vari-

ety peanuts from his own seed in a 

greenhouse in February, then trans-

plants them out into the field later in 

the season.It takes about three weeks to plant 

them.
“They do pretty good, they don’t 

yield as much as they do down south,” 

Alvarez said. “It’s just not hot enough. 

We need a little bit longer season of 

The biggest peanut farmer in Washington

See Peanuts, Page A4
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Eddie Alvarez holds up a pallet of peanut plants in his greenhouse May 13 in Mabton, Wash. Alvarez Organic Farms has raised peanuts for sale at farmers markets for 30 years, among hundreds of varieties of

other organic crops.  (Matthew Weaver/Capital Press)
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