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Deborah is also the author of the paranormal romance Baba Yaga series from Berkley Publishing, as well as the Veiled Magic urban fantasies. Deborah can be found online at Facebook, Twitter, and www.deborahblakeauthor.com. She lives in a 130-year-old farmhouse in rural upstate New York with numerous cats who supervise all her activities, both
magickal and mundane. artist photoAbout the Artist starsElisabeth Alba earned an MFA in Illustration from the School of Visual Arts in New York City.

Her illustrations can be found in books, magazines, and games for such clients as Scholastic, Simon & Schuster, Oxford University Press, Henry Holt Books for Young Readers, and many more. Elisabeth is married to artist Scott Murphy and lives in Western Massachusetts. Her work can be seen at www.albaillustration.com. title pageLlewellyn
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quotations embodied in critical articles and reviews. As the purchaser of this e-book, you are granted the non-exclusive, non-transferable right to access and read the text of this e-book on screen. The text may not be otherwise reproduced, transmitted, downloaded, or recorded on any other storage device in any form or by any means. Any
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Llewellyn Publications is an imprint of Llewellyn Worldwide Ltd. Llewellyn Publications does not participate in, endorse, or have any authority or responsibility concerning private business arrangements between our authors and the public. Any Internet references contained in this work are current at publication time, but the publisher cannot
guarantee that a specific reference will continue or be maintained. Please refer to the publisher’s website for links to current author websites. Llewellyn Publications Llewellyn Worldwide Ltd. 2143 Wooddale Drive Woodbury, MN 55125 www.llewellyn.com Manufactured in the United States of America Contents starIntroduction Chapter One Chapter
Two Chapter Three The Major Arcana The Minor Arcana Chapter Four Conclusion Introduction starOnce upon a time, in a land far away (we’ll call it Minnesota), there was a wonderful publisher of all things esoteric, known as Llewellyn. You may have heard of them, since they put out a lot of very cool books—and, not coincidentally, the occasional
tarot card deck. As it happens, one of the people who wrote some of those cool books for them was a witch named Deborah; that is to say, me. (So you see, I know this story is true.) When I was working on my seventh book for Llewellyn, a charming tome called The Witch’s Broom, and trying to find an idea for the cover, a brilliant editor known as
Elysia the Magnificent discovered a picture of an amusing old retro postcard. This postcard featured a black cat, a traditional witch’s black pointed hat, and, of course, a broom. We loved it, everyone else loved it, and an artist took that idea and turned it into what became the cover of that book, whereupon all those who gazed upon it also loved it. (Or
so I have been told.) After some time passed, I received an unexpected message from an enchantress named Barbara Moore, who has produced many a fabulous deck of tarot cards herself and works for the acquisitions department at Llewellyn.

We have an idea! she said through the magical power of email. And we thought of you. That idea, as it turned out, was to create a tarot deck based on the adorable retro look of the cover from my book. They had discussed such a venture and wished for someone with a slightly whimsical bent who could still be serious about the art and soul of the tarot
to help them bring it into being. Might I be interested in such a task? And was I at all familiar with the tarot, in particular the classic Rider-Waite deck upon which this new one would be based? There might have been some chuckling on my end after I'd picked myself up off the floor. You see, I had been reading tarot professionally for many a year.
The cards I use, as you may have guessed by now, are in fact that self-same Rider-Waite deck. I mulled the idea for a bit and finally decided that I was too intrigued to pass it up. In fact, I was captivated by the challenge (although, I will confess, here where no one is listening, that I might have been a tad intimidated by the scope of the task...you won't
tell, will you?). And so I replied to the enchantress’s message and said, Holy heck, yes! Sign me up! But this was only the beginning of the journey. After all, if we were to create the perfect deck, we would need the perfect artist. Barbara searched through all the kingdom, looking high and low, and one day she found a treasure. That treasure’s name
was Elisabeth Alba, and she was an illustrator of unmatched skill and grace.

(She’s also really pretty and very nice, but let’s not mention that. We wouldn’t want her to get a swelled head now, would we?) So Barbara sent me a magical link so that I might gaze upon Elisabeth’s work, and I said, Holy heck, yes! Please get her to sign up too! And so it began.
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We wouldn’t want her to get a swelled head now, would we?) So Barbara sent me a magical link so that I might gaze upon Elisabeth’s work, and I said, Holy heck, yes! Please get her to sign up too! And so it began. Fortunately, Elisabeth possessed an uncanny ability to take my vision for the pictures on each card and transmute them through the
alchemy of her art into something beautiful and true. We used a lot of those same retro-looking classic witches with their black hats and black cats and brooms. (There might have also been some white cats and calico cats.
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been told.) After some time passed, I received an unexpected message from an enchantress named Barbara Moore, who has produced many a fabulous deck of tarot cards herself and works for the acquisitions department at Llewellyn. We have an idea! she said through the magical power of email. And we thought of you. That idea, as it turned out,
was to create a tarot deck based on the adorable retro look of the cover from my book.

They had discussed such a venture and wished for someone with a slightly whimsical bent who could still be serious about the art and soul of the tarot to help them bring it into being. Might I be interested in such a task? And was I at all familiar with the tarot, in particular the classic Rider-Waite deck upon which this new one would be based? There
might have been some chuckling on my end after I'd picked myself up off the floor. You see, I had been reading tarot professionally for many a year. The cards I use, as you may have guessed by now, are in fact that self-same Rider-Waite deck. I mulled the idea for a bit and finally decided that I was too intrigued to pass it up.

In fact, I was captivated by the challenge (although, I will confess, here where no one is listening, that I might have been a tad intimidated by the scope of the task...you won'’t tell, will you?). And so I replied to the enchantress’s message and said, Holy heck, yes! Sign me up! But this was only the beginning of the journey. After all, if we were to create
the perfect deck, we would need the perfect artist. Barbara searched through all the kingdom, looking high and low, and one day she found a treasure. That treasure’s name was Elisabeth Alba, and she was an illustrator of unmatched skill and grace. (She’s also really pretty and very nice, but let’s not mention that. We wouldn’t want her to get a
swelled head now, would we?) So Barbara sent me a magical link so that I might gaze upon Elisabeth’s work, and I said, Holy heck, yes! Please get her to sign up too! And so it began. Fortunately, Elisabeth possessed an uncanny ability to take my vision for the pictures on each card and transmute them through the alchemy of her art into something
beautiful and true. We used a lot of those same retro-looking classic witches with their black hats and black cats and brooms. (There might have also been some white cats and calico cats. There is no controlling cats, as we all know.) Add in some fairy-tale images and my own personal interpretations of the cards, arrived at after many years of using
them, and you have this deck. The end result, we hope, is both pleasing to the eye and functional for the user.

If we have succeeded, then this fairy tale will have a very happy ending indeed. [contents] Chapter One starAs I mentioned in the introduction, this deck is based on the classic Rider-Waite deck that many people are already familiar with. The original Rider-Waite deck, written by Arthur E. Waite and illustrated by Pamela Colman Smith, was published
by the Rider Company in 1910. But early tarot decks are thought to date back to the Renaissance, where they were used to play a complicated card game, and each deck was painstakingly painted by hand. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, tarot began to be used to tell the future, and nowadays many people collect decks by the dozens,
either for their beauty or to tell their fortunes or even to gain insight into their own personal internal world. Some folks use them for fun, and others take them very seriously indeed.
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