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Audition Cheat Sheet
12 Guiding Questions for Actors to Ask themselves while preparing a scene  
Derived from Michael Shurtleff’s “Audition”
Answer these 12 questions about your character in every scene and you’ll be well on your way to delivering a rich performance:
1. What are your Relationships to the other actor in the scene, factually and emotionally, both in the macro-sense of the whole story and life of the characters, and in the context of this scene, and how do those relationships and all their possible complexities make you feel here and now in the scene?

2. What are the Conflicts of the scene, and which side are you and the other players on? What are you fighting for and why? What is your motivation for your actions in the scene? Do people switch sides? When and why?
3. What Just Happened? What happened just before this scene and what happened to provoke this scene? This helps you understand the frame of mind your character is in as you begin the scene.
4. Where’s the Humor? Not jokes, and don’t try to be funny, but recognize that there is humor everywhere and in everything. If you become aware of it in your scene, your audience will become aware of it in you.
5. What is the Opposite of everything you think you are doing, feeling, and saying in the scene and how are those opposites present in what you are doing and how you are acting?

6. What Discoveries does your character make in the scene, when, and how? Does your character reveal what it discovers? Want to reveal? Hide? Understand? Misunderstand? Misinterpret? Misstate? What are your emotional reactions to what’s learned in the scene?
7. How are you making the other person Feel the Communication of your message in the scene? Verbally? Nonverbally? Figuratively? Literally? Impliedly? Subtly? Overtly? Directly? Indirectly? Forcefully? Passively? Passive aggressively? Using props, location, costumes, styles, etc. Who’s controlling the interpersonal interaction? Are you on equal footing, or does one or another have the upper hand?
8. What is So Important about this scene that it has to be included in the overall play?
9. What Events or Actions Must happen within this scene? Make sure they do.
10. Where does the scene take place? Determine every aspect of where your character is from temperature, to lighting, spacing between people, etc. and Why does the scene take place Where it does? And How does that location make you feel and influence how each of the characters feels and acts?

11. What are the various societal positions of the characters in the scene and how are they related and expressed in the context of the play? Every person is multi-layered, if you’re a student and a mother and a coach, you act differently in those positions. Who are you within your character in this scene?
12. What are the Unknown? But more importantly what are the Unknown Unknowns? What are the secrets about the play and the other players that you don’t even know whether they exist or not? Every play has these or the absence of them. Find a way to find or not find them and to show or not show them, if subtly. Reveal some Mystery.
Break a Leg!
