October 23, 2023 NNN General Meeting
Police Officers Association Bldg
3710 Hampton Ave, St. Louis, 63109

We had >60 attendees (NNN members plus SLMPD representatives) at the 10/23/23 North Hampton Neighbors Network (NNN) meeting. We held in person Executive Board elections.  Alderman Joe Vollmer gave a brief update on Ward 5 projects. Much of our meeting time was devoted to the speaker, Chief Robert Tracy of the SLMPD.  The next general meeting will be held on November 27th at Police Officers Association Hall.  Please email the NNN admin at admin@northamptonneighbors.com with any questions. 
 
10/23/23 Northampton Neighbors Network meeting:

· Adam Jung opened the meeting and reviewed the agenda items: 
MSZ Auto Sales
Alderman Joe Vollmer Ward 5 projects
Gus Karagiannis crime report
Chief Tracy

· Adam Jung discussed the MSZ Auto LLC request for CUP support letter from the NNN
-The MSZ application for an occupancy permit/conditional use permit for their online used car sales business has an Oct 25th appeal date at the Board of Adjustments.  
-They have requested a letter of support from the NNN organization representing neighbors where the business is located (3720 Hampton Ave).
-The CUP does not require a zoning change (currently zoned F at the site) but allows operators/residents to define conditions under which the used auto sales business may operate in a location zoned F.  Typically used auto sales businesses are approved to operate in either zones J (industrial district) and K (unrestricted district).  
-Because of confusion with the first poll regarding what was being requested (zoning change vs conditional use within unchanged zoning). We are conducting an in-person poll that will close tonight and letter of support/non-support/decline to support will be submitted for the Oct. 25th Board of Adjustments appeal. 

· [bookmark: _Hlk132116252]Joe Vollmer, Ward 5 alderman and Chair of Legislation and Rules Cmte (contact vollmerj@att.net; 314-609-5924):
-Discussed short-term rental (STR) legislation BB33 that was voted out of the Transportation and Commerce Cmte.   
-The BB33 legislation proposes new restrictions on owners of short-term rentals in residential areas.   Prior to this the STR industry in St. Louis had few restrictions and was governed under old ordinances that governed boarding houses. 
-Implementation will take ~1 year.
- Key rules implemented in the BB33 legislation: 
2 nights stay minimum
occupancy permits are required in residential areas with neighbor input
STR taxed as a business.
permitting/inspection requirements defined
 
- BB127/128 package legislation on special residential uses will be discussed at public hearings being held on 10/24/23, 11/1/23 and 11/7 meetings.  
-The NNN provided a summary of the legislation to attendees and encouraged residents to email their questions/concerns to kennedyt@stlouis-mo.gov with “BB128” in the subject line.   
-Q/A topics: MSZ auto sales, BB33 amendments considered.  (see video recording for details)


· Gus Karagiannis, community outreach officer/2nd district summarized recent crimes. 
-Officer Karagiannis yielded his time to Chief Tracy.  
His contact info: Ph.314-444-0161; email: GKARAGIANNIS@SLMPD.ORG.  For weekly crime alerts, email request to him at gkaragiannis@slmpd.org.

Hosted speakers introduced by Tina Wong:
Tina gave a brief statement about the school shooting at the Central Visual And Performing Arts High School Center on the 1-year anniversary of the tragedy.   She asked for remembrance of the 2 people killed, Alexandria Bell (student) and Jean Kuczka (teacher), as well as those injured during the shooting She emphasized and praised the quick law enforcement response that prevented further loss of life.    
Chief Robert Tracy has over 30 years of law enforcement experience, serving in law enforcement leadership positions with the New York City and Chicago Police Departments.  His most recent job was police chief in Wilmington, Delaware.  Chief Tracy took over leadership of the SLMPD in January 2023.  (https://www.slmpd.org/chief_of_police.shtml).
· Chief Robert Tracy, Commissioner of the St. Louis Metropolitan Police Dept.   
-Commenting on the Central VPA High School shooting:  The crime is still being investigated and they are still reviewing all of the audio/video footage.  He anticipates the report will be released in the coming months. 
- Chief Tracy reviewed his 24-year history with the NYPD and his time in private security, running global security for CITI Group.  He returned to public policing as 2nd in command in Chicago and, prior to taking the position in St. Louis, he served as Chief of Police in Wilmington, DE.
- He learned crime control strategies in NY where during his tenure the annual murder rate dropped from 1000’s to 100’s during his tenure.  These same strategies have proven effective in cities with high rates of gun violence.  Chicago has seen a reduction in crime to a 50 year low after 5 years and Wilmington experienced a 60% decline in homicide, 50% drop in shootings and 40% drop in overall crime during his time as chief.  
-In dealing with gun violence and juveniles Chief Tracy applies a strategy of prevention, intervention, enforcement and re-entry.  
- He expects that the same philosophy and crime control strategies will work well in St. Louis and asks for patience and support from the public while the SLMPD implements these new approaches.   
 - He emphasizes that St. Louis has a strong group of law enforcement officers already on the team and his priority is to grow the force by lobbying for increased pay (SLMPD pay is -12% compared to St. Louis County) and streamlining the hiring process.  With recent salary increases a number of officers (>12) have returned to the city. 
-St. Louis has civil service employee protections in place. He must evaluate all of the staff of the SLMPD and make assessments before making decisions about releases and promotions. 
- He plans to get officers back into the neighborhoods and reverse the trend from reactive to proactive neighborhood policing that peaked in the last 10 years after controversies around police-involved shootings and the pandemic.  
-He also emphasized that with the change in leadership, the CA office policies are now more in line with SLMPD goals.  More cases are being charged and repeat offenders are now being held in custody.  This is having a positive effect on morale within the SLMPD. 
-A number of officers from the South Patrol were in the audience and Chief Tracy introduced each member of the team.  Key to strong force is leadership that supports the patrol officers and a community that respects the challenges of the job and works with their local neighborhood police to prevent and report crimes. 
-He emphasized that residents have a voice and writing to their representative about their concerns on crime and gun violence is effective.  
-Q/A topics: Teen crime and 5 point system, centralizing GPS monitoring, current officer #’s and budgeted staff, Brady list/CA list, MSZ auto sales, BB33 amendments considered.  (see video recording for details)

· Adam Layne, Treasurer, City of St. Louis (Contact: stltreasurer@stlouis-mo.gov, (314) 366-3100).
-Discussed the guaranteed basic income pilot program that started 10/23/23 which provides $500/month to St. Louis resident making 0-33K/year and with a child attending St. Louis free public school.  
-The program is funded by ARPA funds and applications are online:  https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/mayor/initiatives/gbi.cfm 
-The St. Louis City Treasurer’s office manages the banking and investments for the city and supervises collection and management of parking revenues.

· Adam - adjourned meeting at 7:45 pm. 

To be added to the general meeting agenda, please submit a request though the NNN website: https://northamptonneighbors.com/  
