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1989: Another successful year!

Nineteen eighty-nine was a very suc-
cessful year for the Detroit Area Steel-
headers. The Detroit Steelheaders con-
tinued their role as a leader in promoting
and protecting the Great Lakes fishery.

As | reflect back on 1989, it was ayear
of many peaks and valleys. As most of
you are aware, my fishing and hunting
buddy and one of my best friends, my
brother Ray, was hurt very seriously
in an automobile accident last June.
Thanks to God and many fine doctors
who saved his life, Ray is doing fine
and will be back in the action for 1990.
But unfortunately, my father-in-law, Mel
Craig, passed away in July after a long
illness. He was a man | truly admired and
respected and most of all, a great father-
indaw. Anyone who knew him will miss
him. All of my family appreciates all of
your prayers and kind thoughts during
this difficult time my family experienced.

The present state of the M.S.S.F.A.
has caused much concern and it is my
hope that this mess can be straightened
out before it is too late. My personal
belief is that when you have a large
organization such as the M.S.S.F.A,, each
chapter must have equal input. If not,
when difficult times come, chapters will
feel slighted and leave the organization.
This is what has happened to M.S.S.F.A.
| hope everyone involved wakes up and
recognizes it is time to run M.S.S.F.A.
like a business. | hope M.S.S.F.A. sur-
vives 1990.

Another major concern is the con-
dition of the fishery. | know many fine
individuals are working hard to solve the
BKD problem as quickly as possible.
There are not many fishermen out there
who will be talking this winter about the
fine king fishing of this past summer. A
repeat of last summer’s fishing results is
NOT IN OUR BEST INTEREST!

Last January, as the show season be-
gan, everyone started to get the “itch.”
It was nice to see everyone getting ex-
cited about the upcoming season. We
traveled to several different shows pro-
moting all Steelheaders throughout the
metro Detroit area.

Membership Meeting last year.

Our participation was helped by
Bruce and Katie Haywood acquiring
a new display booth, from Universal
Mall. For 1990, the booth will include
a new TV and VCR which will be trans-
ported around town in a new trailer pur-
chased this fall. The booth looks im-
pressive and has improved our ability
to present the Steelheaders to the public.

The show season was highlighted by
our annual Spring Fishing Show at the
Dearborn Civic Center which, as always,

way and Bob Ksionzek did an excellent
job. Bob and Dennis spent many long
hours preparing and organizing this
event. There's something new in this
area for 1990: our Spring Fishing Show,
which only improves as the years go by,
will expand to two days (March 10-11).
There’s more information on the Show
elsewhere in this issue.

The 1989 Steelheader Dinner Dance,
organized by Jim Legenzoff, was a great
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PRESIDENT DAVE EVEN is shown here on the job at a Detroit Area Steelheader

time, and if you missed out, don’t make
the same mistake twice. Be sure to come
to this year’s event, set for February 10.
More details on this are on Page xx.
Throughout 1990, both stream and
boat tournaments were a huge success.
The friendships and ‘memories which de-

velop at these outings will last a lifetime,

Doug Karakas did a fine job on the surf/
stream tournaments, and Dick Shirk did
a superb job running the boat tourney

schedule. |_know Dick will do anothe; -
wista huge'success. Again, mnhnsyolloﬂw‘“|°w the.boat even e

Congratulations %o Bob Ml
winning the ‘‘Skipper of the Year”
award again in 1989! Bob and his crew
on “Kemo’’ just continue to roll on . . ..
Also congratulations go to Steve Banovic
and his crew on a fine job in the boat
events. | know how tough it is to try to
knock off the “Kemo’’ crew. It was es-
pecially nice to see all the new boats and
crews that showed up and took part in
1989. Many of these will be teams to be
reckoned with in 1990,

Our Fishin’ Tales continues to be the
best Chapter paper of the M.S.S.F.A. (even
if White River thinks different!). Our
editor, Joel Garinger, does a fine job, and
the paper is a true reflection of his work.

| wish to give special congratulations
to two- others, Our ‘‘Member of the
Year" for 1989 is Bob Gilbert. Bob, you
are a fine example for all members to
emulate. You always find a way to help
out whenever you can! Our ‘’Director of
the Year’ is Steve Hamilton. Steve, this
is to let you know that your efforts have
not gone totally unnoticed. It is just too
bad that M.S.S.F.A. hasn’t taken advant-
age of them,

| am really looking forward to the
upcoming year. Good as it has been, |

expect 1990 to be even better . . . !
—Dave Even, President

REFLECTIONS

Fifteen years ago, when the Detrojt
Area Steelheaders were founded tq
promote and protect the fishery of the
Great Lakes, many problems were
used as a battle cry to create a strong
Detroit Chapter of M.S.S.F.A. These
included Indian gill netting, commer-
cial fishing, sea lampreys, nuclear pow.
er plants, and learning how to fish for
the newly planted chinook and coho
salmon.

The Detroit Chapter grew to nearly
1,000 members in a very short time, as
the frenzy of the Great Lakes salmon
fishery exploded. That fishery became
the greatest conservation success story
of modern times, and Dr. Tanner and
Dr. Tody of the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources became true
heros.

Small towns which no one would
go near because of the stench created
by the massive die-off of alewives

every summer became part of the Gold
Coast and homes to the greatest sal-
mon fishery in the world, Fishing
equipment became more than just a
rod and reel as electronics became
standard. Many new careers began, as
the charter boat fleet grew each year.
A new decade is about to begin,
and we face new problems which cause
serious concerns for the salmon fishery.
Bacterial kidney disease (BKD) has
apparently caused massive die-offs of

king salmon, the water flea has infest-
ed Lakes Huron and Michigan, the
zebra mussel has found a. ne home in

&

doesn( have a lamprey attached to it
or carry a lamprey scar, and the water
quality has caused concern for the
consumption of any fish caught in
the Great Lakes!

Yes, it has been an eventful 15
years. The Detroit Steelheaders have
survived, and as we celebrate our
fifteenth year, we must remember
our purpose and fight to solve these
problems. As Steelheaders, we must
continue to attack anything which
interferes with the fishery we have all
grown to cherish. As we move into the
1990’s, our goals will remain the same:
To protect and promote anadromous
sportfishing in the Great Lakes. The
D.N.R. needs our support, and we
must continue to lend our help when-
ever possible, The problems which we
now face will be solved only as we work
together to find solutions. Yes, the
chinook fishery is in serious trouble —
now is not the time to jump ship! We
need members now more than ever.
During the next year, each one of us
should set a goal of recruiting one new
member for 1990. Our clout is in the
numbers . . . the numbers of sports-
men and sportswomen who truly care
for the fishery.

—Dave Even

‘REPORT,

Bt

HONE

1-800-292-7800
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FISHIN® TALES is published monthly by the
DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS,

LA R
The views expressed in FISHIN' TALES are
those of members and the Editor. The purpose
of FISHIN' TALES is to inform members of
events which affect the Sportfisherman. It is
our intention to teach, inform and guide
members to respect and appreciate the
Great Lakes, rivers and land around us.

LR R
Matgvial published in FISHIN' TALES may be
reprinted, provided proper credit is given to
the author, and to FISHIN' TALES as the
original source of the material, and that at
least one complete copy of the publication
containing the reprint is sent to the Editor at
the time of publication.

*aw

FISHIN' TALES STAFF
Editor .. ......... JOEL GARINGER
Field Editor . . . ., .. .. .. MIKE LEHTO
Photographer . ., ., ... ..... LES JUMP

Advertising Director . . . . TIM GRASKEWICZ
s

DETROIT AREA STEELHEADER
DIRECTORS

Gene Burbary .......... 979-6668
Kathy Burbary .. ........ 979-6668
DaveEven............. 981-2236
Joel Garinger . .......... 773-9846
BobGilbert .. .. ........ 782-0845
Tim Graskewicz ......... 397-2269
Steve Hamilton . ........ 881-3871
Bruce Haywood ......... 547-9586
Dennis Holloway ........ 898-4329
Lesdump ............. 756-4196
Doug Karakas .......... 545-1181
BobKring............. 625-8397
Jim Legenzoff .......... 839-8958
Mike Lehto .. .......... 4789746
Bob Mitchell ........... 828-8034
Bill Shackleton..........
Dick Shirk

The list of Officers and Committee
assignments for 1990 will be published

in the next issue of Fishin’ Tales.
a LA R

JOEL GARINGER, Editor
21237 Sunnydale, St. Clair Shores, M| 48081
"R R
SPECIAL NOTE: Membership Chairman
Dennis Holloway requests that all dues
money and membership renewal forms

be sent ONLY to:
M.S.S.F.A
P.O. Box 16320
Clarkston, Michigan 48016
DO NOT send your payment, etc.

directly to the state office.

Spring Fishing Show grows to 2 d ays,
set for March 10-11

One of the surest signs that winter is
nearly over — the Detroit Area Steelhead-
ers’ annual SPRING FISHING SHOW — is
nearly here.

Mark your calendars! The dates for
this year’s fishing extravaganza are SAT-
URDAY, MARCH 10 AND SUNDAY,
MARCH 11, 1990!!

The show is being held again this year
at the Dearborn Civic Center, off Michi-
gan Avenue near Greenfield Road (see
map below). The hours are from 11:00
am. to 7:00 p.m. on Saturday, and
10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Sunday, with
a $3.00 donation for admission. Children
under 12 who attend with an adult and
senior citizens get in FREE! There is
plenty of convenient, free parking.

As always, the show offers all fish-
ermen the finest selection of tackle
and the latest equipment at bargain
prices, PLUS many ‘“How to . . ."” clin-
ics to show you how to catch the elusive
and much sought-after Great Lakes
steelhead and salmon.

Well-known guest speakers such as
light line expert Dick Swan and charter
Capt. Steve Jones will reveal the tactics
and tricks that make them among the
most successful fishermen on the Great
Lakes. Their advice on the latest tech-
niques will help you be more successful

catching salmon and trout!

IHRERRREEE
45!!!!! Ll

is the place to be on March 10-11!

Coming Events

MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS
Last Tuesday of month at 7:30 p.m, K. of C. Hall, 6177 Chicago Rd., Warren
JANUARY 30, 1990 FEBRUARY 27, 1990 MARCH 27, 1990
- SPECIAL STEELHEADER EVENTS
PONTIAC BOAT SHOW (Silverdome) January 17-21
DETROIT BOAT & FISHING SHOW (Cobo Center) February 3-11
STEELHEADER DINNER DANCE (K. of C. Hall, Warren) February 10
OUTDOORAMA (State Fairgrounds) February 23-March 4
STEELHEADER SPRING FISHING SHOW (Dbn. Civic Center) March 10-11
ANNUAL RAFFLE (K. of C. Hall, Warren) April 24
DATE WINTER FISHING SCHEDULE CONTACT

February 10 Anchor Bay (Ice Fishing) Doug Karakas, 545-1181
February 24 W.A.T.A. Super Tournament Doug Karakas, 545-1181

DATE BOAT TROLLING TOURNAMENT SCHEDULE CONTACT
April 21 RIVER CRAB (Lexington/Port Sanilac) Dick Shirk, 749-9493
May 56 BENTON HARBOR To Be Announced
May 19 HARBOR BEACH (Sunday team doubles, opt.) To Be Announced
June 2 PORT AUSTIN (Sunday team doubles, opt.) To Be Announced
June30 OSCODA (Ladies Day) To Be Announced
July 21  MANISTEE To Be Announced
Aug.4-5 LUDINGTON To Be Announced
Aug. 18 ROGERS CITY (Inter-Chapter: Northeast) To Be Announced
Aug.25 OLCOTT/WILSON, N.Y. (Research trip, no pts.) To Be Announced
Sept.8 FRANKFORT (Inter-Chapter: Benzie) To Be Announced

I} g A g vy 1h. .‘am 1
There will be seminars on river fishing,
surf fishing, and boat trolling. Other clin-
ics scheduled during the show include fly
tying, rod building, and smoking fish.
THERE WON'T BE ANY WREST-
LING BEARS, OR “MACKINAC IS-
LAND” FUDGE AT THIS SHOW . ..
JUST EVERYTHING TO DO WITH
FISHING!!

I YOU'RE INTO FISHING, then the Detroit Area Steelheader Spring Fishing Show

CAPTAIN STEVE JONES, one of the lead-
ing charter operators on the Great Lakes,

DICK SWAN, aptly named the “’Light Line Messiah” by some, has become a true
fishermen in Michigan!

Finally, you will have the chance to
buy the hottest lures at the best prices
from the biggest dealers in the state!

If it has to do with steelhead and sal-
mon fishing, you’ll find it at the 1990
Detroit Area Steelheader Spring Fishing
Show. JO/N US FOR MICHIGAN'S
BEST STEELHEADER SPRING FISH-
ING SHoOw!!!

HERE'S HOW TO GET TO THE
DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS
SPRING FISHING SHOW:
Fairlane CemerD

O Y sl e T T

Annual Raffle
has some
great prizes!

The Detroit Area Steelheader Annu-
al Raffle has some great prizesin 1990!
First prize this year is a King Model
920 LCD graph, one of the outstand-
ing products of its kind on the market!
The Detroit Steelheaders thank King
Marine Electronics for its support!!
Second prize is a pair of Riviera
300 downriggers, while third prize is a
set of four rods and reels. Fourth prize
is a fishing charter with Captain Bob
Kring aboard ““Drifter.’’ Fifth prize is a
fishing tackle pack worth atleast $100.
As you can see, we've got a great
line-up of prizes, and you can really
help YOUR club by participating in
the Raffle, both as a buyer and as a
SELLER of tickets. There’ll be prizes
awarded for ticket sales, along the
lines of what we've done in the past.
So, we ask EVERYONE in the club to
help. Call Jim Lee at 839-8958 for
tickets. SUPPORT YOUR CLUB!!

will describe his successful methods!
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Winning “Skipper of the Year’' honors
in 1989 was no easy chore. The year's
competition was as tough as it has ever
been. ‘’Kemo’’ started out slow, and we
had to fish hard at the end under some
of the most difficult conditions to eke
out the win.

l've always said | believe that some
of the best fishermen come out of the
Detroit Area Steelheaders because we
don’t have a home port. We are nearly
always fishing ports we haven’t been
to in a year, and the conditions are
probably different from the previous
year's. Unlike a ‘“local,” we can’t go
home to wait for a time when the fish
are biting — home is no doubt 250
miles away! However, because we stick
it out, we learn to be better fishermen.
We have a lot of good fishermen in our
club, as shown by the tournament com-
petition last summer.

Before detailing the year, 1’d like to

Bob Mitchell repeats as “Sklpper ofvthe Year”

first thank each of the crew members 1qg9 -gKIPPER OF THE YEAR" WINNER BOB MITCHELL and his “Kemo” crew

on the “Kemo.”” Number one crew Bob
Gilbert hung in there all year, providing
skill and enthusiasm when needed. Pitch-
ing in were my wife Linda and Bob’s
wife Leslie. We rounded out the crew
with Bob's daughters Carrie and Jodi,
and assorted friends and relatives. It's
especially satisfying to win with a family
crew and they all helped.

Lexington was the site of the first
toumnament we had ever won on “’Kemo."”
We also haven’t done ‘diddley’ there
since, and last year was no exception.

At the 1989 River Crab we only caught =this. is the;best port on- ‘h‘xf‘a"-
one fish. Two times in four years we J3an and Doug Fellows are terrific people!
have finished out of the Top Ten in a The lakers are usually accommoda.tmg
club boat toumament: both times were and large, and 1989 was no exception.
at the River Crab. Dodgers and Spin-N-Glows behind bait-

Our next trip was to ‘St. Joe,’ and we walker sinkers were the key, and the
sure wanted to do better. We arrived a best colors were pink or light green. Pur-
day early, and did very well at the Power ple scale HoF-N-’_I'ots also took. a number
Plant sou'th of St. Joe. We headed there ©f fish. Jodi Gllbe.rt reeled in another
on Saturday and did well again — our 15-pound .laker & like zz‘hat style! It was
best bait was the black/red Northport, another win for “Kemo.

any of the fish were small, Ludington is my favoritg port. True,
:ln(::lw;vee;i'nisn;legf:urm the fishing is not as good as it used to be,

Muskegon was the next port of call and there are now several ports that are
for our tourney fleet. We caught three ©€Qual or better. But Ludington ‘is the
nice lakers there and finished eighth. traditional place. It is such a great port

Steve Banovic won this tournament, to for fishing structure. There are lots of
add to his second place at St. Joe. The traditional hot spots that most salmon

next event was 10 be at Port Austin, a fishermen know: the Point, the Bath
port Steve knows well, so | knew he House, the Brine Well, the Project, etc.

Id be tough to catch! If there is one tournament | like to
Port Austin is a great port. It is also win, it’s Ludington. It has been several

a longtime stop on the tournament Years since wehave.

trail. I've been skunked, humiliated,” As it turned out, we were close but
and rewarded at this port, and | have also Mr. Banovic had other ideas. On Saturday
learned a lot there. We've lost enough we only caught four fish to keep us in
tackle to the reef there to open a tackle contention, but | knew that to win, we
store. This year the reef was good to us. would have to do much better on Sunday
We caught half our fish on cowbells and a and Steve, who led after Day One, would

is Bob’s First Mate, wife Linda.
Spin-N-Glow, and the other half on a
dodger end Spin-N-Glow. Best colors
were green, pink, and chartreuse. Jodi
Gilbert reeled in a 15-pound laker to ice
the tournament for us. Our first win of
the year put us back in the chase. The
real surprise was that the reef was not
kind to Steve.

Please...

Experienced sportfishermen often make
strange  discoveries while cleaning their
catches! They find that the fish have gobbl-
od all kinds of man-made objects that have
fallen into the water. Key rings, false teeth,
bottle tops, paper and plastic objects are

water. Wads of chewing gum look like fish
eggs or other morsels.

Often a hungry fish will swallow any such
item tossed overboard. As most of these ob-
jects are indigestible, they can harm or even
kill a fish.

Also, as part of the sportfishing scene,
it’s a fact that litter from unconcerned boat-
ers often helps to ruin the fishing grounds.

As the above examples so clearly show,
littering by some pleasure boaters does hap-
pen, and it has all kinds of consequences.
Be a boater who ceres.

...Don’t Litter!

-just o few.
Many things that boaters casually toss

overboard can be lethal to fish, especially
items which resemble familier foods. Filter
tips from cigarettes can look temptingly
like grubs. Crumpled bits of foil from candy
wrappers become attention-getting reflect-
ors of light as they flutter down through the

won the Oscoda tourney last summer. Shown here are (I.-r.) Leslie Gilbert, Bob Gil-
bert, Bob Mitchell, and Bob’s dad, with Carrie Gilbert in the foreground. Not shown

have to cool off.

Sunday dawned with fog banks to the
south and north of port. We motored
north as close to shore as possible to
avoid traffic. The whole day was eerie,
as the fog never lifted. We decided to
target lakers on the edge of the drop-off
near the Bath House. They were there, but

worked really well. Jodi reeled in another e
hawg laker and we were looking good,

But how was Steve doing? He had
headed south the day before. Woulg .
he do as well or better?? At the weigh. in, &
everyone was standing around Waiting,
Steve had caught fish, but not as many
as on Saturday. We weighed in. | coy|q
not believe it . . . Steve edged us oyt by
ounces to win the tournament, and we
ended up in second place!

The race for ‘“Skipper of the Year”
was really tight. Steve had two firsts and
a second, the same as we had. There were
three tournaments left, and every one
would be important.

Manistee was the next port. It's specia|
to me because it is where | first went sal.
mon fishing. | guess we jinxed ourselves
when Robbie Gilbert boated a 26-pound,
3-ounce king on the eve of the tourney,
The next day Jodi and my wife Linda
landed a couple of kings, but neither one
topped 20 pounds. We finished third, but
Steve took another first place. We were
playing “‘catch-up’’ again!

Rogers City is currently the top port
in Michigan for big kings, and it did not
disappoint us in 1989 either, as “Molly
Frair’’ can attest with their 28-pounder,
the largest king caught in one of our tour-
naments in several years. We weren’t able
to fish much on Friday, and the two
pinks we took didn’t teach us much,

Dave Even knows this port as well as
anyone. Naturally, | pumped him for
everything | could. Fortunately, Dave

Oscodal From a hospitality ag»ct.‘.

the kev was to keep exactly on tﬁegdge.

TR ey S N e 2 el LA 4
charters had the same plan, and we could Is"a guy who is willing to share informa
not see them in the fog until they were tion. He said to go north, while all my
: R Y instincts were to head south to Swan
right on top of us! Silver Streak spoons Continued on Page Twenty-Four. ...

CHARTER
FISHING

LAKE MICHIGAN

SALMON & TROUT

LUDINGTON, MICHIGAN

WITH CAPT. BOB KRING
ABOARD THE 28 FT. FULLY
EQUIPPED CHEROKEE

“DRIFTER”

R-K SPORTFISHING CHARTERS
PO Box 16320 « Clarkston, M148016
(313) 625-8397 (313) 625-4280
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Meet the Detroit “‘River Rats”

In the Detroit Area Steelheaders,
members who fish the river and surf
tournaments are called the ‘’River Rats."”
They are a hardy and hearty bunch who
persevere in the face of adverse weather
and fishing conditions and the notorious
fickleness of the prized steelhead!

It's a good thing that these sturdy
individuals find rewards in their pursuit
of catching salmon and steelhead in the
surf and in the river OTHER THAN
FISH ACTUALLY CAUGHT! So far in
the 1989-90 tourney season the count
of fish taken has been low indeed.

In the surf tournament at the Singing
Bridge on October 7, for example, our
guys caught two fish among them. At the

Manistee River Three-Way event, Detroit
Area and Metro-West Steelheaders didn’t
catch a single fish. However, the Saginaw
Steelheaders did manage to catch three
steelhead on that November Saturday.
Early December found the ‘‘River
Rats’”” on the Au Sable, This tournament
produced the fabulous 15%-pound steel-
head of Doug Karakas, a 12-pounder by
Jerry Zabel, an 11-pound beauty by

Ed Yankoski Il and a nice 6-pounder
by Bob Kanas. Yes, the other rewards
of winter steelheading are, well, reward-
ing indeed, but catching some good-
sized fish helps to keep the interest
up, too! These occasional days of bril-
liance really lift our spirits!!

A BEAUTIFUL SIGHT — Surf fishermen in action at the Singing Bridge (south of

Tawas) last October!

>

"= RAY JEFT

THE QUALITY DOESN'T COST MORE . IT'S INCLUDED

“RAY JEFF” SPECIALS!!

NO. 7878 All-channel marine radio w/scan .. ....
NO. 5900 All U.S.-channel marine radio NEW/ . .. .....
NO. 987 Hand-held radio (90 channel, 5 watt) .
NO. 589 Hand-held radio (78 channel, 5 watt) NEW! . ..
NO. 5500 All-channel marine radio/boom box NEW! . ..
NO. L200 LCD fish finder/LORAN-C combo NEW! . . ..
NO. 285 Surface ball/temp & speed . . . .

STEELHEADER MEMBERS GET AN EXTRA
$10.00 OFF THE SALE PRICES!!

THE

15105 TELEGRAPH al EUREKA - Taylor
287-4020

We Supnly

S EVERYTHING

Qut the Fish... -

WINTER HOURS: 10:00 2.m.-6:00 p.m. — Mon.-Tues.-Wed.-Sat.
10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. — Thurs.-Fri. ;

photo/Mary Karakas

—

REG. SALE
... $199.98 ...$189.98
169.98 ... 159.98
21098 ... 209.98
169.98 ... 159.98
179.98 ... 169.98
769.98 ... 749.98
359.98 ... 349.98

Y]

As we went to
press with this An-

nual Issue in mid-
January, the ‘'River
Rats’’ were schedul-

ed to be fishing a
tourney at the Pere
Marquette. However,
since that river is
frozen solid, the event
was switched to the
Big Manistee River
instead.

Still remaining on
our winter schedule
are an ice fishing tour-
ney at Anchor Bay,
set for February 10,
and the highly compet-
itive and always popu-
lar W.A.T.A. (Wellston
Area Tourist Associa-
tion) Super Tourna-
ment on February 24.

always on the lookout
for ‘a few good men’,
so why not join us in
the snow for a good
time. We may even
catch some fish inhon-
or of your presence!

—Joel Garinger Detroi

% I

Y i A
A STEELHEAD LIKE THIS is sometimes the reward for the
it Area Steelheader “’River Rats!"

=

SOME OF THE “RIVER RATS": Jim Hardrick, Mike Haynes, Jim Sergent, Bob
Rondelez, Doug Karakas, and Dan Gazinski.

“GATEWAY TO FISHERMEN’'S PARADISE!"” s

OLCOTT BAIT & TACKLE SHOP

Charter Service
WEATHER: 778-5253

Licenses

Route 18 (next to Newfane Town Marina)
Box 166, Olcott, New York 14126
(716) 778-7296

TOM PHYLLIS

RARS

AR

. —~ o

Vol ma o= et . SN i p P G R A N ~ b
. ’ \ . R e g * B AP h it Sy TS S WM A e e et A L a S s
e e e e e e st s s @ 0000 - s s e i e -
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LAKESI DE FISH ING SHOP

“Your One Stop Fishing Shop”

NOW WITH TWO LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU!

OUR NEW, LARGER STORE!

34801 Grand River
Farmington, Mlchlgan 48024

SN -

‘Amile east of Drake Road
In the World-Wide Shopping Center
STORE NUMBER
FISHING REPORT

.........................

.........................

473-2030
473-2033

THE ORIGINAL LAKESIDE!

25110 Jefferson at 10 Mile Road
St. Clair Shores, Michigan 48081
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: | L_{!l tot= { ey - -7-' hokts.

BERKIF N L Kl i e :
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Send ALL mail orders to
the Jefferson store

STORENUMBER ......................... 777-7003
FISHINGREPORT ...................... .. 777-7008
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Detroit Area
Steelheaders
History

L 4

The first organizational meeting of
the Detroit Area Chapter (as it was or-
iginally known) was held on October 16,
1974. Many hours of planning went into
the project after a feasibility question-
naire to MSSFA members in the area
indicated interest in the Chapter concept.

The MSSFA Board of Directors had
encouraged two of their own, John Make-
la and Tom Schneider, to spearhead the
move because of the membership possi-
bilities in the vast metropolitan Detroit
area. Two other Steelheaders, Ed Raquel
and Joe Sizemore, jumped in, and as a
committee of four, they founded the
Detroit Area Chapter late one night in
September, 1974.

Forty-one fishermen attended that

THIS EARLIER VERSION of the
Detroit Area Steelheader patch shows
the club’s original name.

first gathering at the Northwood Inn,
discussing elections, finances, commit-
tees, and reading the by-laws. But most
of the talk was about fishing, naturally!
It was decided that the “First Annual
Meeting” would be held on December 4,
and that date would be the official
beginning of the Chapter.

State officers attended that Annual
Meeting, with Tom Mandigo, MSSFA
president, the featured speaker. Four-
teen directors were nominated and
elected at this meeting, while paid mem-
bership grew to over 100.

Since then, the Detroit Area Steel-
headers (our present name) have had
monthly meetings for the members (now
held on the last Tuesday of each month),
and the club has grown to be the largest

MSSFA Chapter in the state.

Attention, Steelheaders!
First, 1'd like to thank my team, Bob
Buero and Ray Banbury, whose ef-
forts put us In position to collect
various awards during the year 1989.
Second, thanks to all the other mem-
bers of the club who helped put us
on the right track during our first
year. For example, we received a lot
of tips from Don Redmond early in
the season that turned us around
from catching 12 fish during the
1988 season, to almost as many as
that per weekend in 1989. THANKS!

Ron Hartman, “Molly Frair”

guys at the bowling alley or just having

INS T T 1 L s s dasiosdscssoososadaass

Boat tourneys produced some’
memorable moments in 1989

Well, here we are in the middle of
winter already. Deer season is behind
us, ice fishing is ahead of us, and we've
got a lot of time to work on our equip-
ment and think back — and ahead — on
our boat trolling tournament season.

As to the fishing results of our 1989
season, | think it was just fair, nothing
spectacular. As outings, they were very
enjoyable. | don’t think it comes as a
surprise to anyone that our fishery is still
somewhat disappointing. However, we
always seem to overcome those dis-
appointments with the fun and camarad-
erie that is a hallmark of the Detroit
Area Steelheaders in all our activities.

Fun and camaraderie . . . like the
great evening activity on the Ludington
shoreline at sunset with Bob Mitchell
and gang . . . like the pow wow at Tam-
arac Dock with Rod Coffey and gang,
including a guy called ‘“Baby Cakes”

. like those ‘‘Special People’’ at Lake
Erie . . . like the Pot Luck at Manistee
with all the ladies in attendance . ...
These are just a few of the things that
make waiting for the 1990 season to
roll around just a little bit easier to take.

Some memories, with a few spring
shows thrown in, and we’ll all be eager
to uncover the ol’ tub, put in the drain
plug, and tow off once again to our
first port on the tourney trail.

In the meantime, what do you say we
all pass the word around as to what the
Detroit Area Steelheaders are all about?
The next time you’re with that bunch of

Detroit Area Steelheader tournaments.

FISHING THE PIER HEADS is a popular tactic at many of the ports which host

THE BEACH AT LUDINGTON before last summer’s tourney there was the site of

a memorable pre-tournament party, proving that Steelheaders can have a good time

ashore, too!
of your friends interested in joining our
club. Talk to them about our boat troll-
ing, river, and surf tournaments, our
“Special People’’ outing, the many things
our club has done to help protect the
great resource we call the Great Lakes.
Let's all try to get at least one new
member — it could be an old member
who decides to re-joinl It's no secret
that clout comes from big numbers,
and clout is what is going to be needed
to preserve our beloved salmon and
steelhead fishery as we have known it.

Lansing when it’s decision-making time
on issues that affect our sport. Just think
about what we could do if there were
1,000 Detroit Area Steelheaders instead
of 400, and 6,000-7,000 member state-
wide instead of 3,000! Right now, WE
NEED THE KIND OF REPRESENTA-
TION THAT COMES WITH NUMBERS
LIKE THESE if we're going to pull the
fishery out of the tailspin that we’ve been
experiencing lately!!

| think we should look at the present
state of affairs as on\y a (emporary set-

?‘“/w~'..l . u} Y‘J”u

4 gy have for us.now, and get busy. trvlna;' ~

to make things better. | know one thing
for sure — fishing is still a lot better now
than it was 25 years ago!

Well, so much for the soapbox! | got
to get back to sharpening my hooks, or
Big Al and Eddie will get all over my
case! Al says he can always tell his lures
from mine because of the sharpness of
the hooks. | say | think Al loses more fish
than | do, and | KNOW Eddie sure does!

Before | run out of words, | want
to thank all you skippers and crews
who participated in the 1989 boat trolling
tournaments. You represented the Detroit
Area Steelheaders well at all the ports on
our schedule last year. Let's all have a
great new year fishing on the Great Lakes!

—Dick Shirk
Boat Trolling Chairman

FOR ALL YOU SALMON FISHERMEN

WHO ARE LOOKING FOR DAILY OR ANNUAL DOCKAGE, TRY

Tamarac Sportfishing Pock

WE OFFER:

LUDINGTON, MICHIGAN 49431

SERVING YOU FOR OVER 19 YEARS!

ANNUAL DOCKAGE OR WEEKEND FUN!
Our 50-well facility is waiting to serve you

Ask for CAPTAIN JOHN or DIANE

(313) 268-0539

(Home —In Season)

(616) 845-5987
.{Marina —April through October)

T T IR T LT
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Ladies Day yields nice fish and fun

MANISTEE — Ladies Day, 1989 found
the Detroit Area Steelheaders once again
at Manistee, and this port proved to be
a bright spot in a slow year for “‘Alice’s
Angler.” | was very pleased to have my
daughter Andrea and my wife Alice with
me as my crew,

In 1988, we had enjoyed the marina
atmosphere and the Saturday picnic, but
the blow on Saturday forced the tourna-
ment into Sunday, and we couldn’t stay
for the fishing due to apriorcommitment,
So, ‘the crew’ was especially looking
forward to another opportunity in 1989.

We arrived Friday afternoon, checked
in at our room in town, secured a slip and
got the boat launched. Then, *‘Alice’s
Angler” was off for an evening test run.
No action, but that was okay, since the
real action would be tomorrow, anyway.

Saturday moming came early, and “the
crew’ was sluggish but, fortunately, mov-
ing at 4:30 a.m. Andrea asked, ‘““When
does the fun start?’’ | had to agree, at
half past four in the moming, it seemed
impossible to imagine any kind of fun
without some more sleep first! Breakfast
consisted of slamming down a doughnut
and some orange juice, then it was off to
the Skippers’ meeting. The weather was co-
operating and the tournament was on!!

We headed for the boat and got the
equipment ready, then made our way to
the pier heads. Then it was wait for the
official “GO,’”” which came promptly at
6 o'clock. Our strategy was to start close
in and move out later. We got over 40
feet of water straight out from the pier
heads and sat the boat down.

| fired up the trollingmotor and started
setting rods, with Andrea steering the boat.
“Just go with the waves,” | told her. “Try
to keep the boat in a straight line.” By
now, ‘the crew’ had perked up some, and
it was just a matter of doing what we
were there for.

With the first rod set at about 35 feet
down, | was busy .trying to get a slider

ready when Alice said, “That rod is
bouncing.”” | knew there was enough
water, and it shouldn’t have dragged
loose. | quickly glanced at the graph to
see if we had come over a high spot —
no obstacle in sight. This could mean
only one other thing. .. FISH ON!

| grabbed the rod, set into the fish, and
passed the rod to Alice. She took it from
me, asking me what to do. “Just reel and
keep the slack out,” | instructed her. _

_After .a few. moments, she said, ‘i

““think it got off!” The fish had made a

run toward the boat. It had not, however,
freed itself. It seemed that all this fish
had in mind was coming to the boat.
Within a few minutes we had one very
lively salmon next to the boat! | had al-
ready raised the only downrigger we had
set. Now, a little co-operation from Mr.

Livonia

We Have Moved . ..
Ronald F. Huey, D.D.S.

announces the relocation of his office to
17320 Farmington Road
(just north of 6 Mile Road)

In order to better serve our dental patients, we have relocated to a new and
larger office. There is ample, safe parking and a beautiful, ground-level office.
Member of M.S.S.F.A. & Detroit Area Steelheaders
U.S. Coast Guard-licensed Charter Captain
The following is a brief professional background;
o Graduate, University of Michigan School of Dentistry
¢ Captain, United States Air Force (ret.), served as Senior Dental
Officer on Iwo Jima (post-war)
® 30 years of experience in ALL PHASES OF DENTISTRY
We shall continue to practice quality dentistry at reasonable and fair fees.

WE WELCOME NEW PATIENTS. . .653’ECIALL Y CHILDREN!

LADIES DAY HIGHLIGHTS for Andrea (I.) and Alice Jump included these two
splendid kings they caught during the tournament.

photo/Les Jump

Chinook wouldn‘t hurt.

Once in and out of the net! Another
chance? Yes, again back in the net, and
this time in the boat. Fish On — Fish In!
Wow, that was a close one!!

This was Alice’s first bigfish. | couldnt
tell if all the excitement had set in for her
yet. | looked at my watch — we had the
fish in the boat by 6:15 a.m. — got on the
radio and told ’Net Profit’’ (Port Captain
Bill Shackleton) about our early success.

stay ashore after things were fixed,

Andrea and | took off again, with
about three hours left in the tourney, )
really wanted to get her into a fish, tool
Things were rougher now, and the boats
were mostly out over 80-120 feet, We
went north, with the waves. Once again
Andrea was driving the boat and | wag
working the baits.

At about the third change, | put on
dodger/fly combination. Within minutes,
BANG! It was Fish On one more time||
Even though there was a dodger on the
line, | could tell that this was good one,

Andrea came back, and | quickly pyt
the rod in her hands. Fortunately, there
weren’t any other boats around, so |
could direct my attention to helping
her with her fish. | just pointed the boat
to run with the waves and cleared the
deck of the other lines. With some minor
assistance and a lot of encouragement
from good ole’ Dad, Andrea bested thijs
one, and “Alice’s Angler’’ put another
one in the box. This one proved to be

the last fish of the day for us, but we -

were sitting on two pretty good fish,
We were content to see what the weigh-
in would bring.

Judging by the weigh-in, the action
had been generally slow. Nevertheless,
some big fish were put to the scales. We
had Alice’s fish at 17-plus pounds, and
Andrea’s tipping the scales at 15 pounds.
‘The crew’ was happy, the picnic was get-
ting into full swing, and Yours Truly was
busy snapping photos.

Trophies were presented, and we took

1 think that “going public*\with theiews isixth place. Nice, but not the most im-

of Alice’s fish heightened the fun for her,
The fish had made a mess of the deck,
so | mopped up with a rag, which | threw
into the splash well. A few hours later,
that rag made its way out of the boat well
and around the trolling motor prop. The
ride back to port to remove the ragproved
a little bumpy for Alice, who decided to

portant thing. The warm smiles and shar-
ing of a common interest with family and
friends is what makes Ladies Day such a
great tournament. We will surely be back
for this one again in 1990 . . . and we
hope to see you there!

—Les Jump

“Alice’s Angler”’

Little Bill's Trophies

Custom Engraving

“LITTLE BILL”

Owner

THE STEELHEADER’S CHOICE
FOR CUSTOM TROPHIES

“BIGGIE”

25886 W. 6 Mile Road
Redford, MI 48240

533-9070
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A CALL TO ACTION!

appropriate “‘powers that be,”” YOU CAN will pay attention to what you think and

MAKE A DIFFERENCE!! Write or call feel ... if you make them!

your state and federal legislators, your | challenge all of you to find out who

governor, your president. These people Yyour elected officials and key bureaucrats
YOU DO IT YOURSELF! By writing are. Get their addresses and telephone

Want to help our fishery? Do you
sometimes feel frustrated because you
KNOW your suggestion would work?
Please, as a Detroit Area Steelheader,
don’t keep things to yourself, or wait for
someone else to solve the problem!

often carries MORE weight by writing or
calling then an entire organized group
does! When you write or call, make your
points clearly, briefly and respectfully, as
in the example below.

—Joel Garinger

letters or making telephone calls to the numbers, and USE THEM! An individual

Governor Tommy Thompson

Executive Office, State Capitol

Madison, Wisconsin 53708

Dear Sir:

| am an avid Great Lakes angler. | fish

Lake Michigan for trout and salmon
many days a year. | have traveled to Bai-
ley’s Harbor, WI (taking 1-S others for
one-week vacations) for 4 of the last 5
| years to fish for brown trout. The last 2
years have been terrible. | am in contact
with Mac’s Sport Shop, Sturgeon Bay,
1WI. They say brown trout fishing was
| very poor again in 1989,

-------

| am astounded at the number of gill
netters in Wisconsin. As all know, the gill
net is a non-selective killer of all fish,
They should be banned. Also, consider
cutting back the take by netters of ale-
wives (baitfish — food for sport fish).
The sport angler economy is worth
many times the commercial fishery.

1 do not intend to return to your state
until Wisconsin demonstrates its concern
for me and the many other anglers by
addressing the above two issues.

Very truly yours,
Stephen R. Hamilton

B :
STEVE HAMILTON, 1989 Detroit Area Steelheader Director of the Year, has been
writing to the “‘powers that be’’ for many years, making his voice heard effectively!

! A SO 1k
JOHN ROBERTSON, Michigan D.N.R.

official, is

one bureaucrat who listens — as he

is shown here listening to Detroit Area Steelheaders at a recent membership meeting.

ATTENTION, FISHERMEN!

22' OFFSHORE

nc.

. SPORT FISHERMAN 26’

Seaway Marine, Inc. announces special pre-season discounts to members of recognized fishing clubs on:
FORCE OUTBOARDS — America’s fastest-growing and most dependable outboard motors.
SYLVAN BOATS — Aluminum Fishermen to 22’, Sportfisherman 26’ fiberglass, 10-year hull warranty.
SIERRA BOATS — Ultra Pro, 17, tournament-rated rough water boat.

Boats, motors and trailers at 70% OVER DEALER WHOLESALE to bona fide members of all recognized

fishing clubs.

1989 FORCE OUTBOARDS AT COST — HURRY, ONLY 15 LEFT AT THESE PRICES!
5hp ........$659.00 15hp .......$1249.00 50 hp ......$2259,00
99hp.......$1089.00 35hp .......$1799.00 85hp .......$3399.00
125hp ......$3759.00 150 hp ......$4549.00

WINTER HOURS UNTIL JANUARY 30 — PLEASE INQUIRE BY TELEPHONE

382-1700 Seaway Marine, Inc. 3868 W. Jefferson

\~~ Ecorse, M| 48229

e TR
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1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
1)
12)
13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)
19)
20)
21)
22)
23)
24)
25)
26)
27)
28)
29)
30)
31)
32)
33)
34)
35)

SKIPPER
BOB MITCHELL
STEVE BANOVIC
RON HUEY
RON HARTMAN
DON ANTON
BOB HERMAN
DON REDMOND
HANK BACZYNSKI
MIKE WAKULSKI
DOUG KARAKAS
TIM GRASKEWICZ
JIM HARDRICK
DAVE EVEN
TOM MOORES
JOHN CHWALIBOG
DICK SHIRK
BILL SHACKLETON
DARWIN GREGG
ROD COFFEY
LES JUMP
GENE BURBARY.
BOB PATYK
DICK JACKSON
AL SCHULTZ
LARRY GAIOWNIK
DEAN PILAT
JOE GOLASZEWSKI
JIM BEELBY
ROB PINSKEY
BOB KSIONZEK
NELSON CALDWELL
CHUCK SKIDMORE
BRIAN MITCHELL
MICHAEL TOMLAN
PAUL DEDENBACH

1989 Skipper of the Year

BOAT
“KEMO”’
“EXAGGERATOR"’
““HALF R'S”
‘MOLLY FRAIR"
“HAPPY BARE""
“NOMAD"’
““TRENA DAWN"’
“SINSATION"*
“WET PAINT"
““CAPT'N HOOK""
“HARMONY"’

MY DREAM"’
“TEACHER'S PET”
“KARE FREE"”
“LITTLE B!G JOHN"’
“LIL* SCRATCH"
“NET PROFIT”
“RETURNER"
“FISH'N ROD"’
“ALICE’S ANGLER"’
“DIAMOND GIRL""
“RENEGADE"
“VOYAGEUR"
“MISERY 3"
““FORMULATOR"
“HIGH ANXIETY"’
LUCKY FALCON"’
“FISH FLY""
“ANTICIPATION’’
“LAST DIME 11"
“WHITE CAT”
“KING FISH 11"
“THE NATURAL"
“CONTENDER"
“HEADSTRONG'’

" (Final official standings)

1
33
50

1
50
28
30
16

2
50
12
75
34
75
19

7
50
13
50
50
50
24

75

2

3
8
1
3
50
10
2
6
75
12
4
21
18
14
50
5
19

4 5 6
1 1 2
27 4 1
2 75 16
30 3 4
75 8 9
9 10 8
7 5 24
16 13 75
23 15 6
20 12 21
5 2 75
10 23 14
17 75 12
19 24 1"
75 75 13
28 14 18
75 22 20
24 16 75
75 75 17
75 75 19
26 75 15
1 75 75
22 17 10
50 75 19
75 19 5
8 1 75
31 20 75
29 75 75
12 7 75
3 6 75
21 50 75
75 75 75
15 75 75
75 75 3
25 75 23

a) Scoring Reference: RULE IV-E = 50 pts., RULE IV-F = 75 pts. Standings determined by total of five best tournament finishes.

b) Toumament identification key: 1= River Cnb 2 = sE :louph 3\ =/Muskegon. 4)-_»

shadadudd o o o o o o o .

Rgh e o o oo

LV

LI PSS D B4 B4

Sl & o o o o o

_ " SALMON

cie nd.

A e

S R Y D S g

7 8
3 1
1 4
8 15
5 2
2 6
9 20
1" 1
75 8
7 18
75 75
50 21
75 36
12 19
75 10
50 75 ~
50 31
50 27
50 22
75 13
6 75
13 32
75 28
75 75
5 75
75 75
75 7
75 5
75 9
75 75
75 75
75 25
10 26
75 35
75 75
75 75

wn®

151

163
174
175
180
183
201
217
220
223

Port Austin_ 5= Oscoda .6 = Ludington 7.= Manistee - 8 = Rogers City, 9 = Frankfort
= Ly > - =X

PREDATOR X
33’ Bertram

PREDATOR XII
24’ Donzi

LAKE ST. CLAIR

»  MUSKY

A 4

for

*

CAPT. STEVE JONES

PREDATOR XI
30’ Phoenix

PREDATOR
21’ Lund

LAKE HURON

WALLEYE

Call Today

313463 FISH

(courtesy Lund Boats)

* BASS :
“The one charter service that stands out from all the rest!”

- -
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13 Steelhead, 2 Browns, 5 Pinks
493 fish, avg. weight 8.372 Ibs.
.643 fish/fishing hour

>

L 2 .
‘SKIPPER'BOB HERMAN & “NOMAD"" crew.

35 Steelhead, 2 Browns
476 fish, avg. weight 8.97 Ibs.
.68 fish/fishing hour

SKIPPER MIKE TOMLAN & “CONTENDER' crew, °

1978 TOP FIVE SKIPPERS

1) Jerry Lee

“’Sea Screw”’

rry
(Complete 1978 standings unavailable)

X

KIPPER. DEAN PILAT & 'HIG;-I ANXIETY" crew.
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1989 Toug.\.g vs ‘88 TOURNEY STATS TOP FIVE SKIPPERS
T BAM/ErNT RESULTS 1988 TOURNAMENT RESULTS - ]9 76 ]988
ST ’:’ o oats/Tournament) (Top Ten Boats/Tournament) - A
45 Kin / Bgs”zor’:‘ HARBOR ST. JOE/BENTON HARBOR 1988 TOP FIVE SKIPPERS 1982 TOP FIVE SKIPPERS
72 fish s, oho, 1Brown 56 Kings, 2 Coho 1) Bob Mitchell “Kemo” 15 1) Brian Glaser “Loast Likely” 128
. avg. }Ne!ght 7.43 lbs. 58 fish, avg. weight 6.64 Ibs. 2) Dave Even **Teacher's Pet’ 25 1) Toby Lampi ““Jessie 111" 128
.9 fish/fishing hour .725 fish/fishing hour 2; Dickgh.i’vk d “’Lil’ Scratch’’ §:7‘ i; rike'((:qrzenski "gq::;" :g
MUSKEGON MUSKEGON Don Redmon “Trena Dawn'" ob Kring "Drifter”
194,((),?95' 20 Lake Trout, 1 Brown 34 Kings, 30 Lake Trout, 1 Steelhead 5) Steve Banovic Exaggerator 63 5 R.J.Branham ‘Sea Hawk' 14
ish, avg. wglght 7.625 |bs. ) 2 Browns 1987 TOP FIVE SKIPPERS 1981 TOP FIVE SKIPPERS
.533 fish/fishing hour 67 fish, avg. weight 6.539 Ibs. 1) Greg Clifford “Outaw’”’ 14 1) BobKring “‘Drifter’ 177
PORT AUSTIN .837 fish/fishing hour 2) Bob Mitchell 4 ':%_(lmo';) ;g g ;o:vxllmpi "Jlmio :'II;"Y' }gi
24 Ki 3 3) Don Redmon *Trena Dawn" ob Kanas ““Least Lil g
D2 LaK Tiogs e ZRTALSTIN 9 Stwebumodc  Exsgmntor 38 &) Jomy Les “SeaScrew” 138
61 fish. ava. weid L.ixing, 72.Lake 1rout 5) Dick Shirk “Lif Scratch” 43 5) Jewell Harris  “Cannonball” 128
. avg. W_EId."t 8.368 Ibs. 80 fish, avg. weight 9.025 Ibs.
.75 fish/fishing hour .666 fish/fishing hour 1986 TOP FIVE SKIPPERS 1980 TOP FIVE SKIPPERS
OSCODA OSCODA 1) Bob Mitchell “Kemo” 10 1) Jerry Lee ‘’Sea Screw” 139
69 Lake Trout, 2 Steelhead 4 Kings, 49 Lake Trout, 1 Steelhead 2) Greg Clifford “Qutlaw”’ 26 2) Terry Cholette  “Fishing Fever’ 130
71 fish, avg. weight 8.1 Ibs. 54 fish, avg. weight 7.742 Ibs. g} Deuek Wda i SO 2} ;“"";ylg;‘;j el - B
ish/fishi +<h /fishi ave Even eacher’s an uzo Too
887 fish/fishing hour 675 fish/fishing hour 3) Blaise Powinski  “Sen Hag” 37 5 EdYankoskill  “Lesstlikely” 94
~ LUDINGTON LUDINGTON
16 Kings, 1 Coho, 59 Lake Trout, 50 Kings, 30 Lake Trout, 3 Steelhead 1985 TOP FIVE SKIPPERS 1979 TOP FIVE SKIPPERS
6 Steelhead 83 fish, avg. weight 10.18 Ibs. 1) Darrin Harris *’Cannonball” 14 1) Jorry Lee “Sea Screw”’ 45
81 fish, avg. weight 6.853 Ibs, .692 fish/fishing hour 2) Joel Garinger **Fishbusters” 15 2) Howard Mills ‘‘Paramour’”’ 37
578 fish/fishing hour 3) Bruce Choinski  ‘‘Kneeknocker” 21 3) Larry Atwell “Cobna” 24
. MANISTEE 4) Tom Chojnowski “Sea Con” 30  4) JimTreadaway  “Okie Drifter* 17
22 Kings ;wé::\lt)s.l;E?ELake Trout 18 Kings, 21 Céc:hol,h 21dLake Trout 4) Ed Mcintosh “*Sweet Lorraine” 30 5) Bob Kring “*Drifter” 16
Ings, ) eelhea
41 fish, avg. weight 10.83 Ibs. 42 fish, avg. weight 10.43 Ibs. 1984 TOP FIVE SKIPPERS
512 fish/fishing hour .525 fish/fishing hour 1) Bob Kanas “Least Likely” 6 \ 1977 TOP FIVE SKIPPERS
2) Ed Choinski “Kneeknocker’ 26 1) Chuck Cartwright ‘‘Tuna Boat’’ 36
By« el SoacRe Ty 3 DaminHaris  “Cannonball” 20 2) JohnMakela  “Sisu” 2
NP, aht 11.33 Ibs 49 fi ngs; ., -ono 3) Bob Ksionzek  “’Last Dime” 29  3) Murrell Blackburn “Fish’n 5" 3
89 fish, avg. weight 11. - 9 fish, avg. weight 14.45 |bs. 3) Mike Zelkowski  “Elvira” 29  4)  Bob Kring “*Drifter” 30
635 fish/fishing hour .612 fish/fishing hour i §) Larry Atwell “Cobra’* 27
FRANKFORT FRANKFORT 1983 TOP FIVE SKIPPERS
3 Kings, 34 Coho, 1 Steelhead 6 Kings, 8 Coho, 29 Steelhead 1) Gerry Ciurzenski “Jawbuster” 153 1976 TOP FIVE SKIPPERS
38 fish, avg. weight 6.44 Ibs 43 fish, avg. weight 6.76 Ibs 2) MikeBoroniec  ““Horsafly” 150 1) John Makela “Sisu”” M
422 fisl;/f'shin hour : 537 fish/fishing hour 3) R.J.Branham ‘’Sea Hawk'’ 137 2) Murrell Blackbum “Fish'n 5" 24
‘ Ishing : 4) Bob Kozar “Snowman” 133 3) Chuck Cartwright ““Tuna Boat’ 21
1989 TOURNAMENT TOTALS 1988 TOURNAMENT TOTALS 5) EdYankoskill  “LeastLikely” 121  4) Paul lrvine . 20
210 Kings, 66 Cohos, 197 Lake Trout 217 Kings, 13 Cohos, 209 Lake Trout 5) Blaise Pewinski  ‘‘Sea Hag"” 121 5) Steve Hamilton ““Valhalla 16
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NO FISH STORIES FROM
BUTCH...

ESPECIALLY
WHEN TALKING
AUTOMATIC GAGING...

You’ve heard exaggerations about
both...But if you want some honest

recommendations (about either) call our Gaging Manager, Butch Ayers
at 1-800-521-5245 (in Michigan 313-478-3150).

e ] 23669 Research Drive
K-J<LAW ...quauTyis ouR BUSINESS. ., [4mingion, M ssozs

1-800-521-5245

Telex 23-1179
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Special People have a Speclal Day!"!

Every June, the Detroit Area Steel-
headers host a special fishing tournament
for very ‘‘Special People.” It's our annual
~Special People Walleye Tournament’’ on
Lake Erie. The Steelheaders, with the
assistance of the Monroe Intermediate
Schools, provide the opportunity for
individuals (children and adults) to
experience the same feeling that we got
when we hooked and landed our first 20-
pound king or that 15-pound Steelie.
Forget that they are only reelingin a 15"
walleye. For some of these kids, the
battle is just as tough as if they were
fighting that 20-pound king.

A morning of fishing is followed by a
picnic lunch, entertainment, trophies, and
gifts donated by local area businesses. Our
honorary host for the 1989 event was
Dave Barr of the Detroit Red Wings.

What follows is a chronology of the
days leading up to the tourney, and a
report on our outing last summer.

Monday, June 12, 7:15 A.M. — A fore-
cast of showers and thunderstorms from
today through Wednesday. No problem,
it's still early in the week.

Tuesday, June 13, 7:15 A.M. — Fore-
cast of showers from today through
Thursday, with clearing on Friday; highs
in the 60’s. It could be warmer, but still
no problems.

Wednesday, June 14, 7:15 A M. — Low
pressure system is stalled over Ohio (it
figures, the Buckeyes are still looking for
revenge). Forecast of showers from today

through Friday, with rain possible early
Saturday morning but clearing by the
afternoon, Oh well, we’ ‘ve flshe
. \east-& I

the picnic.

Thursday, June 15, 7:15 A.M. — Fore-
cast of showers through Saturday. Highs
“in the 60's (this is June, not April), with
clearing Sunday for Detroit’s Grand Prix
race day . .. WHO CARES!

Friday, June 16, 8:00 A.M. — Forecast
of . . . take a guess! A call to President
Dave Even confirms that the tournament
is on even if we have to ice fish in the

° harbor! | leave work at noon, and as |
walk through the parking lot, | see a
patch of blue sky. Yup, it’s still up there.

Friday, June 16, 3:00 P.M. — As we
drive down 1-275 to the marina, blue sky
suddenly appears over Lake Erie. Yes,
Virginia, there is a Santa Claus!

Friday, June 16, 7:00 P.M. — A few
of the boats start arriving at Toledo

“SPECIAL PEOPLE” PARTICIPANTS: (I
Rod Coffey and mate Chuck Barr,

““schools, you ci:uld see the eixci'tenk'nenf'i'n

back in to have our picnic lunch and

“SPECIAL PEOPLE”” TOURNAMENT DIRECTORS: (I-r) Dennis Holloway, Dave Barr
(Detroit Red Wings), Linda Bredernitz (Monroe Int. Schools), and Tim Graskewicz.

Beach Marina to spend the night. As the
sky clears and hopes begin to rise, Don
“Mr. Optimist’”’ Redmond hits us with the
Saturday lake forecast: southwest winds
10-20 knots, with waves of 2-4 feet.

Saturday, June 17, 6:30 A.M. — The
sky is clear, winds are from the southwest
at 10 knots . . . in other words, fishable.
THE TOURNAMENT IS A GO!!!!

As the k:ds started to arnve and crowd

their faces. 1t didn’t matter that the fore-
cast still spoke of a chance of afternoon
rain, or that the lake looked like chocolate
milk and held little promise that we could
equal 1988’s fantastic catch. They were
going fishing!

The 9 o'clock fish call confirmed
a tough morning of fishing: ““Trena
Dawn’’ — 2 fish; “’Kemo’’ — 1 fish; ‘'Val-
halla” — 2 fish; ““Fish'n Rod’* — O fish;
“’Lil’ Scratch’” — 4 fish (maybe Dick
Shirk should trade his salmon rods for
walleye rods!). As the morning wore on,
the radio chatter indicated that most
boats were catching fish, even if they were
silver bass and perch (“‘Fish’n Rod’’)!

We pulled lines at noon and headed

-r) George and daughter Coleen, skipper

listen to the kids brag about the “‘tough
time” they had landing their fish. Lunch
was already waiting for us when we got
back, thanks to to the efforts of Martin
and Ann McGinnis, Alice Jump, and Bob
Allen. There was plenty of hot dogs,
chips, chili, and watermelon for everyone
to enjoy. While the kids ate their lunches
and compared the sizes of their fish —
some flSh were laid out on the picnic

of entertalnmg the kids with hls balloon

animals.

After lunch, it was time to award the
trophies to the winners of the various
categories (biggest catch, biggest fish,
biggest story, etc.). By some sheer co-
incidence, everyone finished ‘‘first” in
something, and each participant had
their own ‘‘Special People” trophy,
donated by Little Bill’s Trophy Shop.

Another big highlight of the day was
provided by Dave Barr of the Red Wings.
Once the kids — and the skippers! — real-

donated by supporters of our outing.
They were thrilled to get all the good
»stuff’ donated by Ford Motor Com-
pany and the Detroit Tigers. And every-
one — kids and skippers — was delighted
with their ‘‘Extra Special People” shirts,
donated by Campbell and Company. Our
special thanks go to O/E Management
Services for providing the pop, and to
Toledo Beach Marina for providing the
use of their outstanding accommodations.

Two o’clock came around all too soon,
and it was time for the kids to call it a
day. For some of the skippers, it had
been a long day, but it all seemed worth-
while when the little girl they took out
gave them a goodbye kiss or the guys
exchanged ‘‘high fives” (and maybe a
little hug, too!).

I'm proud to be a Detroit Area Steel-
header because, as you can see, we are
more than just a fishing club. We are an
organization that CARES. We CARE
about people, and we CARE about the
quality of our Michigan fishery. |f you
CARE as much as we do, you ought
to become one of usl Help us support
efforts in Michigan to improve the
waters and the fishery so there can be
a “‘Special People” tournament in a
healthy Lake Erie in the years ahead.
JOIN THE DETROIT AREA STEEL-
HEADER TODAY!!

—Tim Graskewicz

A special thanks is due to the following Detroit!
Area Steelheader Skippers (with apologies in
advance for any Skipper whose name we omit)
for m-kmg thl "Sp.cm People’’ tournament a

DOUG KARAKAS = "c:pt'n Hook 11"
CHUCK HUXFORD — “Chuzy II”
ROBERT BRIEST — “Daddy’s Dream”
KEN JOHNSON — “Finally”

ROD COFFEY — “Fish’n Rod”
JOEL GARINGER - “Fishbusters”
TIM GRASKEWICZ: - ““Harmony”
BRUCE HAYWOOD - “Katie-Did"

BOB MITCHELL — “Kemo"
DICK SHIRK — "Lil’ Scratch”
RON HARTMAN — “Molly Frair”
JIM HARDRICK — “My Dream”

ized who the guy was sitting there auto-  ROBERT SAUNDERS — “My Valentine”

graphing pictures and Red Wing pennants,

everyone was REALLY excited. Dave is
a real hockey player, and a real personl

THANKS, DAVE!!

The ki‘ds also receivgd other goodies

BILL SHACKLETON — “Net Profit"”
BILL FLETCHER — “0ld Squaw”
LARRY McMILLAN — “Pandemonium’
DON REDMOND — “Trena Dawn”
STEVE HAMILTON - “Valhalla”

“DA THE CLOWN,”” who was a big hit at the Special People Outing, is shown here
entertaining participants with his balloon tricks.
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“"White Cat”

‘White Cat’’ was designed and built
with visions of wire-lining for walleyes in
the Detroit and St. Clair Rivers in mind.
Salmon fishing on charters out of Lud-
ington caused that vision to shift —down-
riggers went on ‘‘White Catl"

First came Rogers City, then Luding
ton, then Harbor Beach. Membership in
the Detroit Area Steelheaders followed.
Now I'm hooked on salmon and lake
trout as well as walleye.

Wherever ‘“White Cat’’ goes, people ask
one question: ‘‘What is it?*’ ‘“White Cat’’ is
a catamaran, a motorboat, a fishing boat,
an offshore salmon boat. Yes, it’s true she
is a catamaran, she /S NOT a sailboat!

By definition, a catamaran is a two-
hulled boat, symmetrical port and star-
board about the fore and aft center line.
Yes, certain asymmetries have developed,
but she is still a catamaran. It’s true that
to many people, a catamaran is a Hobie
Cat: a beach sailboat. ““White Cat’’ does
not have a mast or a sail. In contrast to

all other boats in the Detroit Area Steel-
headers fleet, which could be classified as
motorboats or monohulls (single buoyan-
cy chamber), ‘‘White Cat’’ is a catamaran.
She was launched in August, 1987 at
Admiral Marina on Lake St. Clair. We got
our first king at Rogers City that same
month, and took our first laker at Port
Austin in June, 1988.. Our first king
‘doubleheader’ came at Ludington in Sep-
tember, 1988, within casting distance of
the light house. The roughest water we've
sailed was in the Detroit River (winds un-
der 5 knots!), and we experienced 50-knot

IEE R e

E?ONGRATULATES THESE DETROIT AREA STEELHEADER TOURNEY WINNERS!
WINNER

EVENT
MUSKEGON (1989)
PORT AUSTIN (1989)
OSCODA (1989)
LUDINGTON (1989)

A different breed of “cat”!

hull is its beauty, and its nemesis. A fold-
ing mechanism is a useful compromise.

| wished to fish when the lake wasn’t
so crowded, when it was windy and rough.
Walleye fishing the first week of May off
Gino's Surf on a nice Sunday is crowded.
Yet eight miles out of Port Austin in
Lake Huron — well, yes, there are lots of
boats, but somehow ‘‘crowded’’ doesn’t
apply. In retrospect, however, I've found
fishing has been better when the wind
dies down and the presentation of lures
has a higher priority than mere survival!

What | really wanted was to design a
boat, build a boat, and teach her (the
boat) how to catch fish,

Mom was on the starboard side, and, of
course, she was supposed to pull in the
fish. Let's just say she readily scampered
across to do the honors!

If the primary purpose of building
White Cat’’ was to catch walleye wire-
lining, it's a failure . . . wire has yettopull
in one walleye! Visions change, purposes
change, though, and that’s okay. “White
Cat’’ told me just the other day that she
likes belonging to the Detroit Area Steel-
headers. Then she wanted my opinion of
where she ought to wear the Steelheaders
logo decal for the new season. | took that
to be a STRONG HINT that | ought to
buy one — SOON!!

THIS CATAMARAN IS NOT what the
salmon/walleye fishing boat “White Cat’’
looks like!
winds at Port Austin in June, 1988!
‘“White Cat’’ has been flagged down by
the Coast Guard, Sheriff patrol, or Coast
Guard Auxiliary about a dozen times.
Typical questions on those occasions:
““What is it?’’ or ““Where is your mast?’’
I've been asked my reasons for design-
ing and building ““White Cat.” All of the
following are partially true. At this point,
it doesn’t really matter.
| needed to stay busy for a while. |
had fished Lake St. Clair for walleyes in
a 26-foot sailboat at 2 o’clock on Sunday
afternoons too many times — | wanted a
more stable fishing platform!
| wanted to make a different folding
mechanism Yor multihulls. lan Farrer's
Trailertri series is nice — “White Cat” is
just an alternative. The beam of a multi-

—Nelson Caldwell

EDITOR’S NOTE: Nelson Caldwcll joined the
Detroit Area Steelheaders during the summer
of 1989, and ded club at
Port Austin, Oscoda, Rogers City and Frankfort.

Interestingly, the first time out with
my mother, she refused to move from
one side of ““White Cat’’ to the other —
she was afraid. Then we got our first
king on. The king hit on the port side and

“WHITE CAT” SPECIFICATIONS ’
LOA: 24' 4 LWL: 24’ 0" Displacement: 900 pounds without motor (unloaded)
Draft: Hull — 12”’; Motor shaft — 20”’; Rudder down — 42"
Beam (overall): Open — 16’; Half open — 12’; Closed (on trailer) — 8’
Power: 7% hp Honda (4-cycle) Speed: 10-11 knots (flat water)
Mileage: 2 gallons for an 8-hour laker outing at Port Austin 6 miles off the light
Construction: Occume marine plywood, Brunzeel, via Thomas Hardware, 5mm
5-ply and 9mm 7-ply. Gougeon Brothers WEST epoxy, using wood epoxy satura-
tion technique. Double parallelogram linkage (connector links bottom out on
themselves in both directions). 3’* aluminum tube pivots from Copper & Brass
Sales. Graphite impregnated epoxy bearings (Gougeon materials). Frames are
every 12'/, stringers are 1x2 clear white pine, top and bottom seams are rein-
forced inside and out with 1”-wide 10-ounce glass tape. Skin is 5mm 5-ply.

Equipment Lowrance X15B depth finder, Raynav 550 LORAN-C, VHF radio is in
need of replacement (1), Cannon downriggers — each side has a 2' and 6’ on the
beam, and the two outside cannonballs have a 28’ spread.

K”&“’M BOATS«%-W R

BOAT EVENT BOAT
STEVE BANOVIC SEA RAY MANISTEE (1989) STEVE BANOVIC SEA RAY
BOB MITCHELL SEA RAY ROGERSCITY (1989) BOB MITCHELL SEA RAY
BOB MITCHELL SEA RAY FRANKFORT (1989) TIM GRASKEWICZ SEA RAY
STEVE BANOVIC SEA RAY 1989 ““Skipper of the Year” BOB MITCHELL SEA RAY

Jrd$
BE=-

HEADOU ARTERS'

®

Quality Pleasure Boats

Pontlac Sliver Dome ¢ Jan.
Cobo Hall Boat Show * Feb. 3-11, 1990

Come see us at:

190 Bow Rider Powered by Mercrussey
*Service & Parts open all year*

o 14950 Tele,

17-21, 1990

7

M
h Road South of § Mile
313) 538-2220
693 Biddle, Wyandotte
(313) 203 8890

Powered by Mercruiser

280 Sundancer Powered by Mercruiser

Visit K&M Accessory
Dc&artmcnt for
Special Christmas Glf‘; Ideals...

o~
merCoyirer

BOATS
The Only Logical Choice., ~ TaTock
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The stars shone down hard and bright
as we unloaded the Suburban upon our
arrival in Ludington late on a Thursday
evening. Cassiopia, Perseus and the Plei-
des were prominent in the night sky, and
even the faint Milky Way was evident on
this cool, dark October night.

The air around us was thick with an-
ticipation as we moved our gear inside
Bob Kring's summer home. Bob, a Clarks-
ton businessman, is a Great Lakes charter
boat captain, and a Life Member and
Treasurer of the Detroit Area Steelheaders.
Also along on this trip was Tom Schrinel,
an engineer by profession and Past Presi-
dent of the Detroit Area Steelheaders.

After a good night's sleep we were up
by 7 o'clock, grabbed our cooler of food
and drink and headed for Tamarac Marina
where Bob's boat, ““Drifter,” is moored.
Now this isn’t just an average fishing
boat, but rather a serious fishing machine
custom-made to Bob's specifications by
boat builder Dick Steele, owner of Cher-
okee Boats.

This 28-footer boasts an 11’ 4'' beam,
twin inboard Chrysler 350 engines (270
h.p.), and a fuel-sipping diesel for trolling,
the kind usually used in sailboats. It's
well-equipped for trolling, featuring six
electric downriggers, Lowrance X-16 com-
puter graph, temperature gauge, LORAN-
C, and an auto pilot — in other words, all
the buttons, bells and whistles! If this
boat could talk, it would say, “LET'S
GO FISHIN!"

As Tom and | loaded gear and Capt.
Bob warmed up the engines, the sunrise

oy
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KEN JOHNSON shows off this trophy-sized steelhead that he caught during a three-

day October fishing trip at Ludingtion that provided a phenomenal fishing experience!

places, sunbursts spread across the sky,
perhaps pointing the way to a good day
of fishing to come. With the powerful
engines throbbing beneath our feet, Bob
expertly eased “Drifter”” out of its slip,
used the twin screws to execute a 90-
degree turn, and set out for the pier heads.

Our trip out to the lake was almost de-
void of visible human activity, save for a
couple of pier fishermen and the odd boat
trolling the Pere Marquette lake for late
salmon. Canadian geese were present by
the hundreds, swimming, feeding, and

i ob

N

loomed overhead from the north, honk-
ing and calling to announce their passage.

When we reached the pierheads, we
were greeted by a gentle 5-knot south-
west wind and a 1-foot chop — excellent
conditions for fall steelhead trolling.
Clearing the river mouth, we headed
north, running up to Sable Point. Bob set
us down over 160’ of water, and fired up
the diesel trolling motor.

With the auto pilot engaged, Bob and
Tom busied themselves setting lines. My
job was to watch rods for hits while they

age. preoccupied. | could handle that!

8% pr

“Slam Dunk” steelhead!

method used throughout this trip, a
very productive method, as it turned out.

Successful steelhead fishing in Lake
Michigan in late fall hinges on bait selec-
tion. According to Bob, there are three
basic lures critical to success: Lucky Lures,
Lucky Lures, and Lucky Lures, in yellow
and green! The first thing Bob does when
he acquires new baits is to replace the
flimsy treble hooks with high-quality
Mustad 2/0 singles, sharpened to a razor
edge with a 6" mill bastard file. Only
then is a lure ready for action.

Bob sets up by letting out 50'-60' of
line with the Lucky Lure on the end. He
then clips on an on-line planing board call-
ed a Yellow Bird. Next, he lets out anoth-
er 100-150' of line. At this point, the
Yellow Bird will run some 60°-80" off to
the side of the boat, thus avoiding prop
wash and other water disturbance caused
by the boat. When a fish strikes the lure,
the Yellow Bird releases and slides down
the line to a stopper rig near the end.

The stopper rig is a %-ounce rubber-
core sinker 4'-6’ above the bait. The
rubber-core sinker has a dual function: it
stops the Yellow Bird from going to the
end of the line (possibly knocking the
fish off), and it keeps the bait slightly
below the surface of the water. Due to its
design, once the Yellow Bird releases and
slides down the line, you fight the fish
as though the planer board were no long-
er there. If the Yellow Bird should fail to
release right away, thumbing the reel and
giving a sharp yank usually is enough to
cause it to let go.

The positioning of the lure just be-
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. ./Continued from Page Fifteen
low the surface, accompanied by the mo-
tion imparted to the lure by the Yellow
Bird climbing through waves, speeding up
and slowing down, helps to give the illu-
sion of a wounded bait fish darting for-
ward and fluttering back just under the
surface. That day, it proved to be irresist-
able to hungry steelhead. Even some sea
gulls were fooled and tried to get our bait.

Bob was still setting his third line

when the first rod began jerking violently
in its holder. | yelled, “Fish On!” and
moved quickly to grab the pulsating rod.
Instantly, the steelhead began its aerial
display, its silver sides flashing in the
morning sun. After several minutes of
give and take, Tom slipped the net under
an exhausted 5-pound steelhead. This
episode was repeated often over the
next three days. For the rest of Friday,
we took turns catching fish, releasing
small ones and the odd lake trout.

In the early afternoon, we had a mem-
orable sequence. It was my turn, and the
No. 2 rod began jerking downward. |
grabbed it, releasing the Yellow Bird. A
fish jumped violently 100’ behind the
boat and began to take out line. | didn’t
think much at first because they all tend
to take a little line at first. This one, how-
ever, didn’t stop — | had a screamer on!

About this time another rod, on a
downrigger went off. Tom leaped into
action and began to fight that fish. Bob
slowed the boat down and then another
rod came alivel “FISH ONL" | yelled. |
grabbed it and began shouting to Bob to
come and get it. A double can turn into

“‘l“‘\\.m‘“‘“‘\‘nq“lmn““mts“um“‘."\.‘-.“lmo‘\... Qe-.
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Tackle
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Owner
CAPT. STEVE JONES

= RAY JEFFERSON =°
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THE QUALITY DOESN'T COST MORE . IT'S INCLUDED

unidenr

ONE OF MICHIGAN'S LARGEST BOMBER SELECTIONS WITH MORE
THAN 200 COLORS AND STYLES IN STOCK AT FANTASTIC PRICES!

GUARANTEED!
CAPTAIN’S HOME STUDY GUIDE
FOR COAST GUARD TEST!!

$199.99

Store Phone 469-2070

Y “m‘-‘“‘.

a triple awfully fast, can‘t it! Bob landed
that fish quickly, a small coho of about
three pounds.

Meanwhile, Tom and | were still fight-
ing our fish. Mine was far behind, having
taken most of the line from the reel. |
couldn’t seem to get him to move, and
when | was able to gain some line back,
he would take it right back again! Ten
minutes passed, then 15, and finally my
fish began to weaken. | was able to pump
him in slowly. Bob got the net under
Tom’s fish, a nice 10-pound steelhead,
got it unhooked and dropped it in the
box. Now, he and Tom were sitting
back, kidding me about milking my fish.

My arms were beginning tostiffen and |
switched hands from time to time to give
them some relief. Finally, | had this fish
coming to me. | figured it might be a good
salmon, but as it became visible just be-
neath the surface, it turned out to be a
big steelhead. Tired but not yet defeated,
he resumed the fight, taking line and div-
ing to avoid the net. Finally, after 25 min-
utes, Tom slid the net under a totally
spent, 16-pound, hook-jawed mature male
steelhead. Upon inspection of my trophy,
I saw no fin clips — | had landed a highly
desirable naturally spawned steelhead!

We finished out the day with a mixed
limit catch of steelhead, salmon, and a
solitary brown trout, ranging in weight
from 3 to 16 pounds. Interestingly,
we were observing the Detroit Area
Steelheader boat trolling tournament
rule on size by releasing all fish under
18 that we caught! What an incredible,
exciting, memorable day of fishing

Complete Line Fishing Tackle

it had been for the three of us!!

Improbably, Day Two turned out
to be a carbon copy of Friday, with
a slight strategy shift. Bob decided
to run 4 Yellow Birds and 2 Dipsey
Divers, instead of 2 ‘Birds’ and 4 down-
riggers. The day began with Tom get-
ting the first fish, and us taking turns
catching fish in the rotation. Bob came
up lucky as we got into another big
fish taking a lot of line on his turn.
Bob fought (or should | say “milked”)
this one for 20 minutes before | was
able to slip a net under it. Bob was
ecstatic with his trophy fish, a 33-inch,
15-pound chrome female. Close inspec-
tion revealed that this beauty, like
mine from the day before, was also
a naturally reproduced fish.

As far as the numbers go, Day Two
was every bit as good as Day One, with
another limit catch of salmon and steel-
head (no brown trout this time). Since
we did not have any doubles (or triples!),
Day Two was a little less exciting, but
overall it may have been better fishing,
as | think we released more fish!

We were up earlier on Day Three due
to the end of Daylight Savings Time over-
night. Dick Steele and his nephew Larry
joined us this time. Weather conditions
were beginning to change — it was a little
cooler and the wind was stronger. -

We repeated our pattern from Day One
and Day Two — if it ain’t broke, why fix
itl — starting to troll north from Sable
Point up past Four Bears. We'd break off
there, pick up lines, run south, and start
over. Each pass through saw us picking

Discount Prices
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(1 2 Blocks South of Crocker)
Mt. Clemens, MI 48045 ﬁ

up three or four fish.

Amazingly, by 2:30 on Day Three we
had reached our limit on steelhead, and
were ready to return to port. Now, the
weather had changed dramatically. A
fresh wind was kicking up the lake to
four- to six-foot waves. In an effort to
make a faster, more comfortable run back
in, Bob moved closer to shore to take
advantage of the lee of Sable Point.

Everything was Joing fine until we
rounded the Point. We were back in those
four- to six-foot waves, with the occasion-
al eight-footer thrown in for good measure,

As we were coming through one
of those large waves, just at the crest,
a sickening shudder went through the
boat. The engines revved way up as
we pitched sideways. Bob immediately
throttled down and got both engines
into neutral. Then, in turn, he tried
putting each one back in gear, checking
to find out if one or both were not
functioning correctly. The port engine
was okay, but the starboard engine
would not engage.

Tom and Dick jumped to the back
of the boat to check for damage. Within
seconds they had the lid up and the
fish box over the starboard propeller
shaft moved out of the way. The shaft
had pulled free from the coupler, and
water was pouring in through the in-
board access hole!!

Tom wedged a towel in the opening and
Bob gdt started pumping out the water.

Once the makeshift repair and the
pumping was complete, Bob restarted

Continued on next page. . .
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Boat damage challenges nerves, seamanship

7 el

.. ./Continued from Page Sixteen

the diesel trolling engine. This ought
to make the boat handling somewhat
easier. Even so, the steering was sluggish
and difficult as we limped back to Lud-
ington, Dick surmised that the prop
and shaft were probably resting against
the rudder, thus producing the difficult
handling. It was somewhat comforting
to know that the boat's manufacturer
was on board to help deal with any
problems!

What should have been a 20-30 minute
return trip to port ended up taking 1%
hours. With the damage resulting from
our mishap and a steadily building sea,
it was 90 minutes of true adventure.
At one point a large wave washed com-
pletely over the boat, soaking Larry,
who was at the stern.

You should have seen the look of
disbelief on his face. His eyes were big
as plates, his jaw was resting on his
chest, and water was just streaming
off him! All things considered, it was
quite a comical sight.

Back at Tamarac dock, Bob pulled
“Drifter’” from the water for winter
storage. Fishing had been so good that
he had been considering leaving her in
for another week. The starboard engine
damage ended that particular train of
thought, though.

As you might expect, a small crowd
gathered around the beached craft
to see what had caused the malfunction.
To everyone’s disbelief, a 50-gallon,
yellow plastic barrel garbage can was

WW"*W

Model 2900AR

o 3

LAKE MICHIGAN WATERS OFF LUDINGTON contained more than free-swimming

salmon and trout, as this picture attests!
entwined around the starboard prop
and shaft!

Considering the fact that the final
fishing trip of 1989 was ending on
such a sour note, it had still been a
tremendous success. We had experienced
Great Lakes fishing at its finest! Day
One produced a five-species day with a
trophy steelhead as part of the catch.
Day Two saw another limit catch of
salmon and steelhead, with yet another
trophy steelhead in the box. Day Three,
with two more men fishing, delivered

RIVIERA

[
|
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Downriggers

Temp-Troll™

a limit catch of steelhead. That fishing,
plus the (mostly) good weather, the
great company, and that last-day chal-

‘lenge to the skill and seamanship of

Bob and the rest of us, all combined

to make  this an unforgettable fishing

trip for mel
Next year, instead of putting your
boat up after Labor Day, why not leave
it in until Halloween. You might just
get in on some of the best fishing of
the entire year!
—Ken Johnson

DOWNRIGGER CORPORATION

Detroit Area
Steelheaders

FUND RAISERS

JACKETS — Sizes SM-2XL
Colors: Black, navy, royal, red,
maroon, silver

$50.00

(2XL add $3.00)

SWEATSHIRTS — Sizes SM-2XL
Color: Black, hooded w/pouch

$25.00

(2XL add $3.00)

HATS — Universal size
Color: Black

$6.00

To order, contact:

BILL SHACKLETON
422-3368 (residence)
522-6500 (business)

These items are fund raisers
for the -
DETROIT AREA
STEELHEADERS!
We thank you!

— COVER PHOTO —

The cover photo-of this year’s Annual
Issue shows Detroit Area Steélheader
Director Tim Graskewicz hefting one
of those Great Lakes beauties we all
seek. The picture, taken by club presi-
dent Dave Even, was the First Place
winner in the 1989 Photo Contest.

Eltronis Lock!

The Model Temp-Troll® is an electric short arm downrigger that
accurately monitors water temperature at the cannonball. e water
temperature is sensed by a small thermistor terminated at the end of our
patented NO-FAIL® co-axial downrigger cable. The signal is then sent
thru the cable to our “State-of-the-Art” digital readout. The digital display
is accurate to 1/10 of a degree and never needs to be calibrated.

w W R

Model 1000AR

L "ElectrollfM

The Model 1000 automatic retrieve is our. top of the line electric
downriﬁer. The 1000 AR comes standard with a 360° swivel base and dual
adjustable rod holders. We feel the fisherman who wants the best, deserves
the best, right out of the box. Our 1000 AR combines design, strength and
good looks into a downrigger you'll be proud to display in your boat.

PROTECT YUR INVESTMENT!

Locks are now available for ALL mod-
els of downriggers and for ANY elec-
tronics. Simple and inexpensive!

SEE YOUR DEALER TODAY!
i " o= -
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Does the * |U|ce produce'-"

I'm sure by now most of us have
tried using fish scents, The question is,
therefore, are they worth the cost, effort,
etc.? | think it would be interesting for
we Detroit Area Steelheaders to share
with each other our non-scientific, prac-
tical experiences using these products.
1’d like to start the ball rolling by sharing
my own experiences and conclusions.

My most memorable experiences have
been with steelhead on the Big Manistee
River at Tippy Dam. A few years ago on
the day after Christmas, | was fishing
above the coffer with my pier fishing
fanatic buddy, Bob Butler. Working low
water, | caught a small steelhead on a
wiggler and bobber, which | released.
When high water came, | switched to a
2/3-0z. chartreuse Little Cleo and some
Doctor Juice.

| started casting upstream and across
the fast current, letting the lure sink a
little and then retrieving just fast enough
to keep a tight line. On the second cast,
| hooked and landed a 9-pound steelhead!

| kept on doing the same thing in the
same spot and landed another steelhead
about the same sizell
Bob started doing the same thing from
a spot about ten feet upstream from me.
In the next half-hour | caught two more
steelnead by the same method, and then
nothing. In the meantime, Bob, doing
exactly the same thing as | was except
ten feet away and MO Doctor Juice never
had a bump! -
Flush with this success, | tried the
same thing a few weeks later at a Detroit

The Predator
Spoon outfished
all other lures
on the
tournament trail
in 1987

and 1988!
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, has produced one or two steelhead se
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THE AUTHOR is shown conducting his

“field research’ on the best ways to catch
the elusive trout and salmon!
Area Steelheader river tournament there
expecting similar results, but instead
caught nothing. The weather that day
was colder and sunnier, and there were
more fishermen. Doctor Juice could
not break through whatever barriers
there were to getting the fish to bite
that day.

Below the coffer and with mid-winter
conditions, | have had similar success at
the start of high water for up to an hour,
at most. Casting a Cleo with Doctor Juice

* * &

*
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times for me.
My conclusion after these experiences

is that the Doctor Juice helped along with
the fish mood created at the start of a
high water period.

Other positive experiences have oc-
curred while pier fishing. One morning
during the first week of August, | went
to Oscoda to cast for salmon. When |
got there, | learned that only one fish had
been caught, about an hour before. | put
on a black Lucky Glow spoon and ‘doc-
tored’ it up with some Doctor Juice. |
cast it as far as | could, let it sink a bit,
started to crank and wham! FISH ON!/
| ended up landing a 15-pound salmon,

A few casts later at the same spot,
another salmon hit, but got off before
| could land it. Another ninety minutes
produced nothing. However, it is worth
noting that no one else had a fish hit
during the entire time | was there.

Another time, in the early evening, |
was fishing with my 7-year-old son, Ben.
| would cast a lure out for Ben to reel it
in, then cast my own, retrieve, and repeat
the whole process. On the second cast
with Ben’s rod, he got a hit shortly after
| handed the rod over to him. That hit
turned out to be 20-pound salmon! Once
again, no one else in our vicinity was
catching anything at the timell

Other pier fishing experiences |'ve
had with Doctor Juice haven’t been as
dramatic as those two, but | have to be-
lieve it's helped me catch the fish that
lhave caudn.

Available at these fine stores:

DUNHAM'S
SEAR’S
FELLOW’S
FRANK’S
LAKESIDE
KELLY SPORTS

* k K

Available through these fine distributors:

JOHN A. BIEWER, INC.
(800) 462-2784

JACK B. TIGHE, INC.
(313) 739-0704

* * %

Manufactured by:
PREDATOR LURES

MT. CLEMENS, MICHIGAN 48045
(313) 463-FISH

PRO BAIT

TRAVERSE BAY TACKLE
OFFSHORE TACKLE
BLAIR’S

D & R SPORTS

FISHIN' HOLE

Juice helps is when river fishing with
flies such as spring wigglers or yarn flies.
| have caught steelhead a few such times
where | think it has made a difference.

One type of fishing where | really have
not noticed much of a difference is while
trolling for salmon or steelhead. Therehas
been no dramatic or definitely noticeable
difference in results with or without the
use of Doctor Juice. | think it still helps
when trolling, but in the area of masking
human scent than in causingastrike,

| think the use of a scent in trolling
is less important than on other occasions
because of the speed of the presentation,
dilution of the scent, and the presence
of other, more important factors peculiar
to trolling. | think in particular of the
Charlie White video, ‘‘Salmon Spectacu-
lar,” where salmon hit the lure dipped
in bilge water more than the clean lure, or
the popularity on the West Coast of
spraying lures with WD-40. It's my belief
that covering up human scent may be
more important than the use of a fish-
attracting scent.

Another belief of mine (about the rela-
tive value of using scents while trolling)
was reinforced by the present instructions
for Berkley Strike, which says that the
slower the presentation involved, the
more important scent becomes.

What have your experiences been with
the use of scents? I, and I'm sure many
other Steelheaders, would love to hear
from others about their: expongpccs, Lgt
us hear from you!

issiiwimMike Lehto.

PREDATOR"
SPOON

THE GREAT LAKES’ HOTTEST SALMON LURE!!! = « »
+ LAKE ERIE'SHOTTEST WALLEYE LURE!!! « « »

FISHMASTERS
(517) 675-5455
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Fish locating

Water conditions have a major influ-
ence in fish behavior. Learn to read them
correctly, and you can pinpoint where
catchable fish will be found.

Many fishermen ask about pH, want-
ing to know what it is. pH is a measure-
ment scale of the acid-base relationships
of liquids, ranging from 1 to 14, with 7
the neutral point, below 7 being acidic,
and above 7 being alkaline.

More relevant considerations for the
angler are: is it important, is it constant
in most lakes, what causes it to change,
how does it affect fish, will it cause fish
to turn on or off, and will it cause fish to
move. The short answers, in order, are:
yes, no, many factors, many ways, yes,
and yes! Read on for more detailed, and
| hope, useful information on the subjecz.

All species are affected by pH, al-
though some slow-moving bottom-feeders
and young predator fish seem to have a
wider tolerance of pH extremes than
adult, active predators do.

Fish prefer, and are most active in the
7.5.8.5 pH range, and will be active and
aggressive between 7 and 9. Qutside this
range, they will be hard to find and hard-
er to catch. They become stressed about
the same way we humans do when we're
too hot or cold — we don’t think clearly
and don’t demonstrate normal behavior.
Fish, being cold-blooded, aren‘t affected
by temperature the same way we are, but
they are easily affected by pH changes.

Fish, and humans, have a blood pH of
7.4. We air breathers are not affected by
air — it has no pH. But since fish get their
oxygen from the water they live in, minor

s in pH affect fishes’ abmtvtouks**’m infiv

oxygen from the water. 1f water pH is
right, fish can get all the oxygen they
need, even from oxygen-starved water. If
the pH is too high or low, fish will be un-
able to get enough oxygen from even
oxygen-rich water. When you hear about
fish kills because of low oxygen levels,
you can be that the pH was bad, too.

The sun has a quick influence on pH
by causing photosynthesis in aquatic veg-
etation. Sunlight causes vegetation to
take carbon dioxide (which in solution is
an acid) out of the water and put oxygen
and calcium carbonate (a base) into it.
This causes the water pH to go up fastin
areas where vegetation is concentrated.

This is why many fishermen think fish- -

ing is good early in the morning and late
in the evening, but not good during the
day. Most fishermen will fish shoreline
cover, mosses or grasses, and the big fish
may be there feeding early and late, but
when the sun gets high in the sky, the pH
in those areas goes up, and big fish head
for deep water. Yes, some small fish will
stay near the shore because they are not
as affected by pH fluctuations as are the
more mature, larger fish. Also, they are
not as brave about leaving the protection
of their home turf,

The sun also causes algae and phyto-
plankton (aquatic vegetables) to photo-
synthesize, which runs up the pH over
large areas, possibly all over a lake. The
fish will move away from it if they can.
Thus, if algae or plankton is thick on the
surface, the fish will probably go deep.

Rain also has a quick influence on
water pH. Moisture condensing and fall-
ing through the air picks up carbon di-
oxide and forms a weak carbonic acid.
Normal rainfall (without the influence

of industriat -or-auto pollution)-has a pH - catches if you fish at the UPPER levels-of : -the: acters -that -affect-pH.

t|ps for

trophy from President Dave Even.

of 5.3-5.6. Polluted air has sulfur dioxide
in it. This mixes with water to form sul-
furous acid (acid rain), which can have
a pH as low as 1.5, although it rarely is
that low.

Rain falling directly into lakes, streams,
etc. has its own effect. Water coming
through the watershed can have an even
greater impact. Freshly fertilized farm
land, limestone deposits, forest land, etc.

ADVACED ANGLER AL §CHULTZ accepts his St. Joseph tourney first place

them. Knowledgeable fishermen look for
breaks between clear and stained, or
muddy, water because they hold fish!
Occasionally you will see what appears
to be a thermocline on asonar instrument,
but when you measure the temperature at
depth, you find no change. You have
probably encountered a layer of zoo-
plankton — tiny animals as large as %".
Unlike microscopic phytoplankton which

all_have su:(mﬁcan%;gﬂueme on, pH.M,.Justdnfts zooplankton has the ability to_

M- is ‘decaying vege-
tation in the water, and in the watershed
area. Not only is such vegetation acidic,
it consumes oxygen.

However, most fishermen attach too
much importance to oxygen levels. The
real key to fish behavior is pH. Fish will
move if the pH changes, and they will'stop,
as if running into a glass wall, if they
encounter an unfavorable pH change. If
fish cannot avoid unfavorable water pH
conditions, they will become dormant
(turned off), and if the pH does not im-
prove, they may die.

Another factor affecting pH is the sea-
sonal changes through the year. In winter,
with the sun lower in the sky, the water
colder, algae and other acquatic vegeta-
tion dormant, decay rates low, and farm-
ers not fertilizing their fields, pH is rela-
tively stable. Spring brings rain which
washes nutrients and silt into the lakes.
Since the lake water is still cold and the
rain water warm, the less-dense “runoff
water flows out on the surface of the lake
and produces the muddy-looking water
we see so often in the spring. This causes
a layering of water. You get the opposite
layering in the summer. Cool rain runs
under the warmer surface water, causing
a murky layer of water at a low level,
despite the clear-appearing surface water.

The water above a thermocline is often
clear while the water in it is murky. This
murkiness is caused by silt particles and
dying plankton, at near-neutral buoyancy,
settling on the more dense cooler water.
A ‘“clarity-cline’ and thermocline are to-
gether, although this isn‘t always the case.
Big fish hide in clarity-clines so they can
ambush their prey swimming above it.
Thermoclines are usually found 'in the
summer months, and they will yield good

-on the phytoplankton. Bait

swim, They often migrate from the bot--

tom to the surface in layers, or clouds,
producing a clarity change unrelated to
temperature.

*pH-clines’’ are horizontal layers where
the pH change is significant (.2 or more
on the pH scale per foot). You may see
fish on a sonar unit swimming below a
pH-cline — they will be inactive and hard
to catch! If you find a pH-cline, and they
are common in the summer, fish only at
the UPPER level of it, or shallower. Elim-
inate all water below it.

There is a logical explanation for the
existence of pH-clines, and
why they are a good depth
to fish. Water clarity deter-
mines how deep sunlightcan
penetrate, To that depth,
sunlight causes photosynthe-
sis in the phytoplankton,
turning them green and run-
ning up the pH. The zoo-
plankton are there feeding

fish are there feeding on the
zooplankton, and large, ac-
tive gamefish are there feed-
ing on the baitfish. Smart
fishermen are there, trying
to catch the gamefishl You
have an entire food chain
right before your eyes,
focusing where the pH has
the greatest changel!!

The order of priority for
“clines’’ is pH first by amile.
Then comes clarity-clines,
and finally thermoclines.

The best way to look for
an area of a lake that might
have the best pH conditions
is to give some thought to

advanced anglers

Consider the weather, season, any recent
rain, surrounding watershed, sunshine,
water depths, bottom conditions or
materials, aquatic vegetation, algae, age of
the lake, etc. Decide where you are
likely to find the best conditions: near
shore, or out in deep water; at the lower
end, mid-lake, or in the upper end if the
lake is an impoundment. pH will- nearly
always be a little higher at the surface
than it is below. Use the pH guide-
lines listed here to eliminate poor, un-
productive water — pH below 7 or above
9, and all water below a pH-cline. If the
entire lake is below 7, look for the highest
you can find and fish there; if the entire
lake is above 9, look for the lowest you
can find and then fish deep — it's prob-
ably lower deeper,

If this pH information sounds interest-
ing to you, you may want to take a look
at a new product on the market, the
Multi-C-Lector, which will find and
show you the depth of primary or secon-
dary pH-cline, clarity-cline, and thermo-
cline. The Troller model also alerts you to
the presence of shears, or vertical changes
in pH, clarity, or temperature, and shows
you your lure speed. These shears will
probably be found if you move past a
spring or a stream flowing into a lake, or
where there is a current within a lake.
These edges hold fish like a magnet.

Obviously, the factors that affect
fish behavior are interrelated, and com-
plicated. That's what makes fishing fun,
and a real challenge. It takes you away
from all the other complications of life

solving your personal fishing puzzlel

—Dick Healey
EDITOR’S NOTE: The author may be contact-
ed for further information at Lake Systems,
Div.,, 315 E. South Street, Mount Vemon,
Missouri 65712, or by calling (800) 641-4371
or (417) 466-7136 in Missouri.
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“FisH THe Sunrise Sipe"

FELLOWS' MARINE

&

TACKLE SHOP

400 S. State.St. + P.O. Box 453

Oscoda, Ml 48750
(517) 739-2525

Seasonal & Transient Dockage
Salmon, Steelhead, Lake Trout

Charters
Lures That Work!
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1989 guest speakers

were all winners!

Nineteen eighty-nine was a premier
year for guest speakers for our Detroit
Area Steelheader membership meetings!

An important element of our club’s
existence is to educate and inform
the public about the resources we have
available to us in the Great Lakes. During

1989, we hosted several expert guest
speakers, who dealt with numerous
topics. Subjects covered ranged from
bacterial kidney disease (BKD) in Lake
Michigan to how to catch fish at the
toumey ports.

Here is a month-by-month recap of
some of the 1989 Detroit Area Steel-
header membership meeting speakers.

Don Reynolds (Michigan DNR) — Don
discussed the decline of the 1988 fishery
in Lake Michigan (including some probable
causes) and what we could expect in 1989.

Jim Fenner & Mike Davis — These two
charter boat captains from Ludington ex-
plained some of their secrets for taking
those B/G kings!

Bill Winegarden (President, Quality
Controlled Electronics, Inc.) — Bill
spoke about getting the most out of
the electronics we are using.

Dick Healy (Lake Systems) — Dick
discussed water clarity and thermoclines.

Lanny ““Creel” Virdon (Host of ‘“The
Outdoorsman’’) — Lanny made a nice
presentation on marine safety.

Bruce Manney (U.S. Fish & Wildlife
Service fisheries biologist) — Bruce pre-
sented an interesting slide show on lake
trout rehabilitation in the Great Lakes.

Bruce DeShano (Offshore Tackle) —
__Bruce spoke about the lake trout fishery

You've got thousands of dollars
invested in your boat and gear, not to
mention those precious few hours
you get to fish. Why spend less than
a penny on an inconsistent rubber
band release that could easily cost
you that one big fish of the day.

BILL WINEGARDEN covered getting the
most out of marine electronics at the
March meeting.
in Port Austin waters.

Ron Spitler (Michigan DNR) — Ron
brought us up to date on the fishery in
the metropolitan Detroit area.

Jim Bedford (Noted outdoor writer) —
Jim took us through a slide presentation
on steelhead fishing the Sustut River in
British Columbia.

Steve Stuart (Michigan Sea Grant Pro-
gram) — Steve covered BKD and other
fish disease.

As you can see from the above, 1989
was an outstanding year for providing
quality information to our club mem-
bership. If you weren’t a member of the
Detroit Area Steelheaders in 1989, you
missed your opportunity to become ex-
tremely well-informed on our state’s
fishery, and to pick up some invaluable
tips on improving your odds for catching

salmon and trout.

DON'T MISS OUT IN 1990! JO/N
the Detroit Area Steelheaders TODAY /!
You'll experience all that we have to

offer for 199011}
Y —-T'm Grlske‘mcz

Detroit Area Steelheaders
ANNUAL SPRING FISHING SHOW'!

Saturday, March 10

11:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.

&
Sunday, March 11

10:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Admission:

$3.00
. Children (under 12) & Seniors:

FREE!

e GUEST SPEAKERS

e DICK SWAN
e SEMINARS
e TACKLE & EQUIPMENT AT BARGAIN PRICES!!

e CLINICS

HERE'S HOW TO GET TO THE
DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS |
SPRING FISHING SHOW:

\ Fairlane Center D

Southfield Fwy.
o

THE MOST EXPENSIVE
DOWNRIGGER RELEASE...
IS ONE THAT DOESN'T WORK!

STACKER

Why not try the reliable, proven

Off Shore Line Release System.

Off Shore's System includes simple,.
easy to use single and stacker line.
releases in several tensions, a unique
Stacker Stripper that takes the
trouble ouit of stacking lures, plus
planer board and outrigger releases
—All consistent performers.

e,'é

OUTRIGGER

STACKER

Next trip, leave the rubber bands at
the office and protect your investment.
panerBoarD  Switch to The Off Shore System!

‘OFF SHORE TACKLE
135 MADISON
PORT AUSTIN, MICHIGAN 48467
(517) 738-5600 or (517) 738-5247
DEALER INQUIRIES WELCOME

*
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. Oregon charter disappoin
{ g

% Last summer, | had the good fortune SRS O

of going to Portland, Oregon to visit
my wife's sister's family. One of the
highlights of the trip was going to be
fishing in the ocean for salmon on a
charter in Depoe Bay.

| was anticipating an exotic, exciting
experience from which | could have
fun and, perhaps, learn some things
| could apply to my salmon fishing
in Michigan. The reality of the charter
tumed out to be interesting and edu-
- cational but disappointing.

I'm sure that there are many charters
in Oregon that would be run differently,
but I'm also sure that much of what |
experienced would be quite common.

Bear in mind that | am writing from
" a sample of one boat and one trip. |
definitely wouldn’t want to imply that
this one experience would apply to
any other boat.

Il start out with the positive. We
had four people in our group and we
boated three fish and lost one. The
water was calm, with rollers about

e

O

g

—_—r

™

that they were expensive and, besides,
25 yards apart. There was plenty of the cannonball on a cord was simple
room on the boat, and it was run in  an4 didn't break down. | thought to
an orderly manner. There was a €ap- mycelf that their system did not seem
tain and two mates. to be very flexible in the event of chang-

Once we were in about 60 feet of jng conditions. However, | guessed they
water, the mates began to set lines. st know what they're doing.
The rods were heavy-action musky-
type rods coupled with Penn 209 reels
and 30-pound test monofilament.

The lures used included a flasher-
squid combination, with orange-white
and chartreuse-white squids about 12

B 49 Bt SR el o,

After about a half-hour of trolling
the port stern cannonball rod released,
and | grabbed it. It was a king that went
on one of those strong first runs just
like we know about in Michigan. | fought

a y iy ~ it sgach_b{ ,t{grthe“\qu;at within about,_.ﬁyg;i
W‘:ﬂv:\ 1‘“* m&i&%‘*ﬁiﬁum, thinking to myself, “This fish

into the line about 2%’ above the flasher.
Others had ““deep sixes’’ about 30°* above
the flasher.

The hooks on the lures were, by reg-
ulation, single and barbless, and a %"
square chunk of herring was on the
hooks before the set-ups were put in
the water.

This charter boat ran seven rods
total: three ‘‘deep six’ rods and four
from 10-pound cannonballs attached
to about 20 feet of blue braided cord.
There were two cannonballs off the
stern and one off each side of the boat.
The ‘“‘deep six’’ rods were off each
comer and off the center of the stern,

| asked one of the mates why they
didn’t have downriggers. He told me

is too green!” | told one of the matas that
I thought | should leave the salmon out
there for awhile, but he told me to reel
him in,

| brought him to the stern, where
the mate made a stab for him. The fish
avoided the net and went behind another
set line. This maneuver allowed the still-
spunky salmon to get enough slack to
slip off the barbless single hook and
swim to freedom. Little did | know
at the time that this rather brief battle
would be the most positive and sporting
experience of the entire charter!

A mate reset the line and we trolled
some more. Another rod started jerking
and my nephew grabbed it. This time
it was a coho, about six or seven pounds

ts one Steelheader

MIKE LEHTO, Detroit Area Steelheader Secretary, found his Oregon ocean salmon
charter to be a somewhat ‘‘different’” experience!

PLEASE NOTE: Vendors are welcome to set up and sell at the back of the hall during
Member meetings. See President Even about set-up fees, table placements, etc.
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Over the next couple of hours, my
daughter and my niece each caught a
coho on “their” respective rods. Just
as with my nephew’s coho, these fish
didn‘t pop the releases either, and were
“caught” by means of pulling in the
cannonball cord.

Another gentlemen on board, from
Arizona, had a fish on momentarily,
but it was lost, also without popping
the release. Thus, | was the only one on
the charter who had a chance to enjoy
fighting and trying to land a fish!

My daughter had never been salmon
fishing before. Obviously, she didn’t
enjoy her experience, especially when
she had to watch the crew club her fish
on the head after it was in the boat.
Of course, | tried to explain to her that
it was more humane to kill the fish than
to have it thrashing around and eventual-
ly suffocating. | tried to tell her that the
charter we had completed was not a
legitimate sport fishing experience, and
that it was a weak trip.

She wasn’t too far off the mark when,
after listening to my comments, she said,
|t wasn’t weak, Dad, it was sick.”

worth, and it wouldn’t even pop the
release! One mate pulled in the cannon-
ball cord, and the other netted the fish.

Not much fun for my nephew. —Mike Lehto
The mate then punched my nephew’s ATTENTION!!

license to show that he had caught one SPECIAL NOTICE TO ALL

of his two-fish limit for that day. | asked DETROIT AREA

the mate if we would be taking the fish STEELHEADER

on a rotation basis.
The mate then explained that, no,
we were each to only grab a particular

rod. Once we grabbed one, that was you MUST pay the M.SS.F.A.
our, rod for the duration of the trip, If | its share of theannual duesshown
‘someone caught his:limiton‘a rod, then | on thesmembership-application |
the next fish would go to someone else. For-1990, that amount is $20.00.
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BOAT TOURNAMENT
“LARGEST FISH"
1989 SUMMARY

Here are the final results by species
of the largest fish caught and entered
at Detroit Area Steelheader boat trolling
tournaments during 1989,

KING SALMON
(All tish taken at Rogers City, 8/20/89)
“Molly Frair”  Ron Hartman" 28 lbs., 5 oz.
*Trena Dawn" Don Redmond 24 Ibs., '10 0z,
*Kemo'’ Bob Mitchell 24 \bs., 6 oz.
COHO SALMON
{All fish taken at Frankfort, 9/9/89)
“My Dream”  Jim Hardrick 9 lbs., 3 oz.
*Trena Dawn’" Don Redmond 8 Ibs., 10 oz.
“Nomad"’ Bob Herman 8 1bs., 10 oz.

LAKE TROUT
(All fish taken at Oscoda, 6/24/89)

“Kemo" Jodi Gilbert 151bs,, 8 oz.
“Capt'n Hook” Doug Karakas 15 Ibs, even
“Happy Bare”” Don Anton  131bs., 12 0z.
STEELHEAD TROUT
(All fish taken at Rogers City, 8/20/89)
“Half R's"" Ron Huey 101bs. 7 oz.
“F lator”” Larry Gai ik 101bs., 4 oz.
“Chuzy II”  Chuck Huxford 81bs., 11 oz.

BROWN TROUT

(All fish taken at Muskegon, 5/20/89)
“Exaggerator’  Mike Heide  81lbs,, 7 oz.
“Fish’'n Rod"’ Rod Coffey 61bs., 3 oz.
“Fishb ‘" Joel Garinger 3 1bs., 15 oz.

PINK SALMON

(All fish taken at Rogers City, 8/20/89)
*Vitamin Sea” Gary Rowolot 31bs,, 9 0z.
“Returner’””  Darwin Gregg 3 1bs., 8 0z.
“*Sinsation’””  Hank Baczynski

*MASTER ANGLER AWARD WINNER

1990 MEETING SCHEDULE
TUESDAYS, 7:30 P.M.
JANUARY 30, 1990
FEBRUARY 27,1990
MARCH 27,1990
Visitors Welcome — Bring a Friend!

K. OF C. HALL, WARREN

3o0z,70z

Detroit Area Steelheaders really

know how to have fun !!

SIXTH ANNUAL DETROIT AREA STEELHEADER DINNER DANCE IS SCHEDULED FOR
FEBRUARY 10 AT ST. PIUS X KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS HALL, 6177 CHICAGO ROAD, WARREN ,

The Detroit Area Steelheaders will
hold their sixth annual Dinner Dance
on February 10, 1990 at the Knights
of Columbus Hall in Warren, the same
place where the regular monthly meet-
ings are held.

Last year's Dinner Dance was the
best one so far, and turned out to be
a huge success. More people attended
and had more fun than ever before!
This year, we hope to see even more
people on hand, Detroit Area Steel-
headers and their families and friends,
Steelheaders from other clubs, and
other fishermen to help make the 1990
edition of this gala event even better than
last year'’s.

Fellows, this occasion is the perfect
time for all of us to repay our wives
or girlfriends for all of the patience
and -understanding they have shown
us as we have avidly pursued our sport
throughout the year.

Once again, the dinner will be served
“sit down style,’” eliminating the need
for everyone standing in line to serve
themselves. However, the very popular
““all you can eat and drink” format re-
mains unchanged! Music will be supplied
by a well-known local disc jockey for
your listening and dancing pleasure.

In addition, there will be more than
$500 worth of prizes given away!!

The cost for this great evening is

¥

THE DANCE FLOOR gets lots of action at the annual Steelheader Dinner Dance.

son. For more information, please call
Jim Legenzoff (839-8958) or Bob Kring
(625-8397).

WE HOPE TO SEE ALL OF YOU
ON HAND FOR THE 1990 STEEL-

Need A
FISHING PARTNER
or Another
CREW MEMBER?

only $40 per couple, or $20 per per-

— - -

v
HERE'S HOW TO GET TO
DETROIT AREA STEELHEADER
MEETINGS:
14 MILE |

/|

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
St. Pius X Council No. 3848

177 Chicago Rd. 264-4511
Warren, Michigan 48092

MOUND RD.

VAN DYKE

"
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o
s
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T
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™13 MILE 13 MILE

The
DEADLINE
for
FEBRUARY
FISHIN’ TALES
Is
JANUARY 30, 19QOJ

% »

HEADER DINNER DANCE!!!

THE ANNUAL STEELHEADER DINNER DANCE is a great occasion for family

A 4
Do you want to fish in the
-|#BoatTrolling Tournaments .
‘" " but don’t have a boat?
If the answer’is yes to either of
these questions, make a telephone
call and have your wishes come true!

CREWS
Hot Line

TO SIGN UP, CONTACT:
GENE BURBARY —725-5935

DOUG KARAKAS -545-1181
A\ 4
CREWS HOT LINE
isa
Detroit Area Steelheader
club service for members

and friends to get together!
Patches & Decals Membership Application
MEMBERSHIP INCLUDES:
SIZE ITEM PRICE ary.| cosT| Detroit Area Steelheader Newsletter—FISHIN’ TALES, M.S.S.F.A,
4 Newspaper, Boat Decal, Car Decal, Tackle Box Decal, Arm Patch,
5" dia. CHAPTER ARM PATCH 4.00 ea. Membership Cards & Other Benefits
(8-color) ANNUAL DUES:

8. o New members and renewalsunderage62 . . . ......... $ 30.00
x4 WINhRTE o i (Detroit Area Steslheaders — $10 * M.S.S.F.A. share — $20)
11" x 14" BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea. Renewals age 621065 . . . . . .. ... ... 0., $ 20.00

T 77 Renewals over age 65 ... $1000

M” 14" (CHAPTER BOAT DECAL. 2.00 80, 751 | Lifetime (Local Chapter Onlv) .. . ... ... ... .. .... $150.00

MAILING FOR ABOVE ITEMS - (Add $1.00 postage if you wish your membership kit mailed to you)
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO ( ) -
CHAPTER NEWSLETTER 12.00/yr. NAME PHONE
“FISHIN' TALES"'
ADDRESS
TOTAL -

Complete form and send with check or money order payable to: CITY STATE 2iP !
DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS Complete form and send with check or money order payable to:
P.0.BOX 16320 DETROIT AREA STEELHEADERS ,
CLARKSTON, MICHIGAN 48016 P. 0. BOX 16320

These items are Chapter Fund Raisers—WE THANK YOU! CLARKSTON, MICHIGAN 48016 THANK YOU!
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“KEMO"” DOES IT AGAIN AS
MITCHELL REPEATS AS
“SKIPPER OF THE YEAR"’
FOR SECOND STRAIGHT YEAR!
.. ./Continued from Page Four

Bay. | debated long and hard, but finally
decided to follow Dave and Tim Gras-
kewicz north to where they had fished
the weekend before the tournament.

We set lines and they immediately
sprang to life, By 8:30 we had six, in-
cluding a couple of 20-pounders. To
show you how fickle salmon can be,
Dave was fishing the same area and was
skunked! He also demonstrated a good
lesson to everyone when he never gave
up, and after noon started putting them
in the boat as fast as he could set lines.

\ \y TR

JODI GILBERT, a ““Kemo” crew regular,
landed this 15% lake trout last year, one
of two such lakers she caught during 1989
Detroit Area Steelheader tour ts!
We boated 11 to take the first-day lead.
Day Two, and we decided not to ruin
a good thing: we headed north to the
same spot. This time the shoe was on
the other foot. We had good action but
couldn’t boat a fish. We only landed one
of the first five we hooked, and it was
only 8 pounds. One 20-pound king tried
so hard to get in the boat that we had to
beat him off with the net TW/CE before
he finally gave up and left! The Dipseys
were working well for us, but the real key
seemed to be Silve Streak spoons — I'm
convinced!! We eventually landed six nice
fish on Sunday to win the tournament by
nearly 100 points. Steve finished fourth.
Off we went to Frankfort. We were
down to the last tournament of the year,
and we were virtually tied with Steve. If
he beat us and finished in the top three,
he would win *'Skipper of the Year.”
Saturday dawned, and everyone head-
ed north to Platt Bay. The reports had
not been good, and the weather looked
* worse, The tournament was called early
because of building waves. We headed in
to weigh in the day's catch, and to see
where we stood relative to Steve, At the
scales, the tables had turned again. Steve
had caught four fish to our three, Tim
Graskewicz (or should | say Tim's good
luck dad?) was in first place, followed by.
_ Steve and then us. If the order stayed

that way, Steve would win the title,

Sunday dawn brought high skies and
classic cold front conditions. In my years
of tournament fishing, I've never seen
the conditions change so dramatically.
The thermocline changed from about
80 feet on Saturday to 15 feet on Sun-
day. | knew the fishing would be tough.

We set lines and the first two fish we
caught were lakers. Too bad the season
was closed. We finally had a hit at 11 feet
down on a dodger and squid. It was a
small 4-pound coho. At the fish call, we
reported our one fish, but missed Steve's
report. How many fish did he have?

The time came to pull lines. We still
had only one fish. It was a long ride in
to port. | knew we had blown a great
opportunity to repeat as ‘‘Skipper of the
Year.” We had been so closel | took our

coho to the weigh-in. Steve had not yet

~tohnson

shown up, although | knew he was back
in port. We waited. Then one of the guys
went to Steve’s boat to check on him.
He came back . . . no fish.

We couldn’t believe it. We had wonl
That little coho turned out to be the big-
gest fish of the year!! We were ecstatic.
The | felt for Steve. He had a terrific
year and deserved the title as much as
| did, maybe more. | knew how he felt
because | had those same feelings just
a half-hour before, when | thought we
had lost. If he had won, | would have
been haunted by those few ounces at
Ludington. It had been a close, back-
and-forth race all year long.

The closeness of the race will ve the
thing that | remember most aboi:t 1989.
But there will be other memories, too.
President Dave Even had a terrible year,
fishing and personally. He nearly lost a

brother, and did lose his father-in-law.
He showed a lot of courage, and I'm
sure he will be back strong in 1990.

And who could forget the ‘‘Molly

Frair”’ crew . . . Baby Cakes and pink
spoolies . . . Ron Huey who had a great
start . . . Al Schultz who won a tourna-
ment , . . the beach party at Ludington

on Friday night . .. and the fog... 1989
should be known as The Year of the Fog!
I'm already looking forward to the
1990 season. The competition will likely
be even tougher than it was in 1989. In
addition to Steve and ‘‘Exaggerator,’”’
look out for ‘’Molly Frair,” *““Teacher's
Pet,”” “Half R’s,” “Trena Dawn,” ‘‘Har-
mony,” and that someone else who will
put it all together. Hopefully, *’"Kemo’’
will be there, too.
—Bob Mitchell
’Kemo’’

SUBURBAN MARINE 757-BOAT/757-2628

YOUR ONE STOP FISHING BOAT SHOP
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We service most outhoards and stern drives
Atfordable financing available
Complete line of boats
accessories
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