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SUPER SPRING MEETING / SHOW

The Detroit Area Chapter of
the MSSFA will hold its very
popular Super Spring Meeting/
Show open to the public on
Saturday, MARCH 26th from
noon to 9 pm at Beer Jr. High
School located in Warren be-
tween 11 Mile and 12 Mile Rds.
and between Dequindreand Ryan
Rds., see the map on page 5.

Last year more than 2,000
people attended the Detroit
Chapter’s Show to look and ask
about everything they wanted to

know about steelhead and sal-
mon fishing.

The latest equipment from
all popular manufacturers and
the best fishermen in Michigan
will be manning various booths
from ““fly tying”’, “‘rod building”,
to “lake trolling” will be on
hand to answer all your ques-
tions.

Ron Spitler, DNR, will also be
there to award the 1976 Master
Angler Award for Michigan
See you at the Super Show!

MEET OUT NEW OFFICERS

JOHN MAKELA

John was elected President at
the January Board of Director’s
meeting after serving over two
years as Vice President. John,
in tandem with Tom Schneider,

- started the Detroit Area Chapter

in September 1974,

John has been a steelheader
since 1969 and a director on the
state board for 4 years. He has

been active in most all committ-
ees, his most significant contribu-
tion being the formation of the
newsletter, Fishin’ Tales.

JOHN MAKELA
PRESIDENT

John is strictly a trolling
fisherman on the Great Lakes,
doing research and field testing
for national and local firms. Be-
ing very competitive he partici-
pates in many tournaments, con-
tests and derbys — winning the
chapter “‘Skipper of the Year”
trophy in 1976.

John is 40, married with 2
sons.

BOB RUTT

Bob is an attorney with a firm
in Detroit.

He is B8 yrs. old,

BOB RUTT
VICE PRESIDENT

DNR CHIEF PUTS HALT TO SALMON

PLANTINGS

DNR Director Howard Tanner
has halted all future additional
salmon planting. This action
reverses what just a month ago
John Scott, Fisheries Chief, had
announced would be a record
1977 plant of 40 million fish.
Also Tanner’s order would stop
all plans to introduce salmon in-
to trout rivers now not accessible
to salmon. This is considered a
victory for Trout Unlimited per-
sons against the increased salmon
plants. Tanner also ordered DNR
personnel to have weirs con-
structed to halt salmon from
entering the Pere Marquette, Jor-
don and Bear Creek rivers by this

fall, and to formulate a plan to
harvest the salmon at the mouth
of the AuSabile river.

The salmon planting for 1977
will remain at approximately
17 million fish.

Tanner stated that, “For as
long as | remain director we will
not undertake of permit others
to undertake any activities what-
soever that will provide access
for Pacific salmon into bona fide
trout streams or portions of
bona fide trout streams, where |
they do not presently have access.
Further we will undertake a
vigorous program to deny Paci-
fic salmon many stream areas
presently available to them.”

married, 4 girls, 3 boys, a dog,
and a new owner of a 1977
Cruisers, Inc., 24'6", Sue Ya Ii].
Bob has been a chapter director
since the formation of the
Detroit Area Chapter and was

continued on pg. 2

BOB LINDBERG

Bob is a senior systems anal-
yst with General Motors Assem-
bly Division and is married to a
very understanding wife. He's
interested in all types of fishing
and fishes at least once a week,

BOB LINDBERG
SECRETARY

every week and is an avid
stream and surf fisherman. Bob
has been a member of the
Detroit Area Chapter for 2% yrs,

continued on pg. 2

KAREN SERAFIN

Karen is a system’s programer
for Ford Motor Company. She
is 30 yrs. old, married {Larry,
Director} and the owner of a
26’ Stamas (The Pequod) a fully
equipped lake trolling boat. She
has fished for 5 years, mainly

continued on pg. 2

KAREN SERAFIN
TREASURER
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The views expressed in this paper
are those of the Chapter Mem-
bers and the Editor. The pur-
pose of this paper is to inform
the Chapter Members of events
which affect the sportsfishermen
and the sportsmen, It is our in-
tention to teach, inform and
guide the members to respect and
appreciate the animals and land
around them.

THE CLUB

Hot Line

291-8249

WEEKLY “HOT" TIPS ON WHERE TO FISH

USEIT!

and THE LATEST CLUB NEWS —

NEWSLETTER COMMITTEE
Paui Irvine — Editor 647-5912
Janet irvine — Publisher

Want Ads 647-5912
Larry Serafin — Advertising Space
537-6926

CHAPTER DIRECTORS

John Makela 583-1910
President, Awards/Trophies

Bob Rutt 644-1206
Vice President, Legal

Bob Lindberg 399-7418
Secretary, Planning, Fish
Plants

Karen Serafin
Treasurer

Murrell Blackburn  291-3881
Boat Directory, Hot Line

Ken Bonin 286-1767
Enivronmental, Legislative

537-6926

Jim Boyer 542-9073
Membershjf
Mike DeCamillo 535-6737

Tournaments (Boat)

Dave Gresham 623-6923
Tournaments (Boat)

Paul Irvine 647-5912
Research Trips, Editor

Elton Luckritz 268-6698
Education
Tony Recchia 8814939

Fund Raising,0Outdoorama
Tom Schneider 755-5975
Tournaments (River)
Publicity, Public Relations
Larry Serafin 537-6926
Boat Show, Special Events
Mike Trevas 563-9541
Bruce Gibson 427-5352
Spring Super Show

STATE DIRECTORS

Ken Bonin, Don Calhoun
Elton Luckritz, Paul Irvine
John Makela, Bob Rutt

Tom Schneider

1977 MEETING SCHEDULE
Wednesdays, 7:30, Troy Hilton
March 30,
April 27, May 25, June 29,
July 27, August 31,

Our new Detroit Area Chapter
display which was constructed
and designed by Larry Serafin,
Director.

See it at the Sportsmen Show
and at the Super Spring Chapter
Show on March 26th.

DETROIT AREA CHAPTER

FINANCIAL REPORT
1976

Balance as of 12-31-75:

1,285.39
Receipts of Year 1976:
15,059.48
16,344.87
Expenditures:
Raffle 2,442.46
Newsletter 2,407.33

State Membership  2,373.00
Tournaments 1,779.86
Operating Expenses 1,731.72

Meetings 1,470.07
Hot Line 468.10
Movie Projector 416.00
Shows 325.85
Decals & Patches 275.38
MuUcCC 200.00
SMFishing Council 45.00

13,954.77

Balance as of 12-31-76:
2,390.10

EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAMS

by Elton Luckritz
Director, Education

As part of my commitment
as a director of this chapter |
hope to produce various educa-
tional programs to be used at
our meetings and shows. Since
these programs take a great deal
of time to write and develop
you may not see the results for
several months. However ,
throughout the tenure of my
directorship you should be able
to see the fruits of my endeavor.
Hopefully, you and | will learn
something from these programs
that will make us better fisher-
men.

Program topics that come to
mind include the following:

River Fishing — Light Line

River Fishing — Artificial Bait

Boat Trolling — Equipment

and Lures

Boat Trolling — Using the

Depth Sounder and Charts

Boat Trolling — Spring

Boat Trolling — Summer

Boat Trolling — Fall

Boat Trolling — Small Boats

Now, this does not mean that
any or all of these programs will
be done this year. [t does, how-
ever, let you know my thinking
at the present time. | would
like to know what you think.

DO YOU HAVE ANY SUB-
JECT YOU WOULD LIKE TO
COVER? if you do, please let

me know so that | can set some
sort of priority list.
the meetings or call.

See me at

S
383-3244

18800 DIX., MELVIN
T IR AN R ™D

TACKLELAND
ONE OF THE WORLDS
FINEST DISPLAYS

OF FISHING TACKLE

* FREE FISHING LICENSES
FOR RESIDENTIAL
SENIOR CITIZENS

DALE Between Oakwood & Quter Dr.

SUPPORT OUR
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BOB RUTT... continued

elected State Director in 1975
for a three year term. Bob's
legal expertise has kept us in-
formed on’ the latest in the
Indian Fishing Rights Cases &
has worked closely in formuiat-
ing the new state by-laws.

Bob has lived in Michigan all
his life and hegan fishing serious-
ly for trout and salmon 5 yrs. agc.

BOB LINDBERG ... conintued

and feels there is a very definite
need for the steelheaders ’‘to
share the knowledge’ and edu-
cate each other in the following
areas: fishing techniques, river
access points, productive river
areas and best methods to use.
He wants to also help establish
and maintain a Lake Huron fish-
ery, and objects to the idea of
venturing to the west coast of
Michigan tofish steelhead/salmon.

KAREN SERAFIN . .. continued

in Lake Huron and last summer
discovered how great Lake Mich-
igan can be. Karen also likes
stream fishing for steelhead in
the spring.

Karen helped the Chapter
out last year when our Treasur-
er resigned by resuming his
duties. She has now taken the
job on officially.




MY OPINION

SUMMER RUN
RAINBOWS FOR
MICHIGAN
by Peter M. Harrie

Our DNR is planning to ex-

tend the plantings of Pacific Sal-
mon and steelhead in Michigan.

In the recent past there has been
an unsuccessful effort to estab-
lish a run of Atlantic salmon.
These efforts are made to im-
prove the anadromous fishery
and provide more sport for more
people. Unfortunately, planting
more and more of these fish in
our rivers is only going to in-
crease the size of the runs. This
doesn’t improve fishing for the
sportsman but rather for the
“slob’’ fisherman. Whenever you
have an unreasonable concentra-
tion of fish people will come to
harvest them. Not true fisher-
man but, snaggers, netters, and

others looking for an easy killing.

These people are not interested
in the challenge of taking a fish
on a fly or other legal bait and
often don’t care much for the
rights of property owners either,
As long as the DNR has the
energy and funds to improve
fishing in Michigan, lets get them
to do the job right. The estab-
lishment of summer run steel-
head is a better way to improve
Michigan angling.

SALMON VS. TROUT

Which is the most desireable
fish, a salmon or a trout? From
a commercial standpoint maybe
a salmon is. However, in Michi-
gan there is no commercial fish-
ery for salmon. They why con-
centrate on salmon? Even on the
Pacific coast the salmon are
notoriously closed mouthed to
angling techniques. They are
just not a good fish for angling
for in rivers. They come into the
rivers, refuse all offerings and
only supply a snag fishery. Itis
very sad to realize that many
men today in Michigan take their
sons to a popular river dam and
teach them how to snag a salmon
in the belly with an oversized
weighted treble hook. There is
a way to avoid the situation and
that is by establishing a summer
run steethead.

Asummer run steelheadenters
the river in the late spring. This
fish is not going to spawn until
the fallowing spring and he is in

no hurry to go anywhere. Unlike
our winter steelhead that run the
rivers with ripe bellys to spawn
and leave often within a week,
this summer fish will be in the
river almost a full year. The
spectacularly fighting summer
run has 100% body weight of
muscle as opposed to 20% eggs
or milt of the winter fish. And
best of all, the summer run rain-
bow is a flyrod fish. Eager to
take flys, evendry’s, the summer
run rainbow was responsible for
the development of a fantastic
flyfishing sport on the west
coast. In fact this fish was
caught on flys for years before
the westerners discovered there
was a winter run variety. Even
today many popular writers on
the west coast refer to winter
run steelhead as a bait fish, infer-
ing that only the summer run will
chase after a fly. At any rate,
this rainbow is a much superior
fish for the angler when com-
pared to a pacific salmon.

HABITAT —
Is there room for this fish ?

Although the summer run
steelhead is very active while in
the stream, this fish does not
rely on the stream life for sus-
tenance. Living off stored body
fat will énable the fish to spend
almost a year in the stream, dev-
velop eggs or milt, spawn, and
escape without competing with
native fish. Because this fish
spends such a long time in the
stream, it has a tendency to
eventually work its way up into
the smallest tributaries by spawn-
ing time. Thus, bedding activi-
ties do not distrub areas of the
stream normally used by spawn-
ing steelhead or native trout.

Not every stream will support
summer run steelhead, as the
water temperature during the
summer would have to be favor-
able for trout. However, in
our best steelhead and trout
streams this fish would be a
welcome, noncompetitive addi-
tion. By limiting salmon plants
to non-trout streams, our DNR
can provide more sport for more
people for more months out of
the year.

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS
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DETROIT CHAPTER HOLDS

2nd ANNUAL FISHING BOAT RAFFLE

Photo by Larry Serafin

Our 1977 Raffle Boat is a 16” Starcraft with 25 HP Johnson
Motor, an Aqua Scope 1300 Graph, Console Control, 2 Luhr Jensen
long-arm Downriggers and 2 Planning Boards all on a Pamco Trailer.

The Detroit Area Chapter of
the MSSFA will again raffle off
a fully equipped lake trolling
boat this spring. The boat in
the picture at left is last year's
boat. This year we are raffling
off a 1977 16’ Starcraft console
control “’King Fisher””  fully
equipped with a 256hp Johnson
motor, controls and the newest
Aqua Scope on the market, a
Model 1300, straight-line, four
inch paper, variable speed, 0-90
graph,  along with (2} Luhr

Jensen, long arm, swivel base
downriggersand a Pampco trailer,

The boat was on display at
the Boat Show, thanks to Acme
Boat who let us use some of
their booth space. The boat will
also be at the Sportsmen Show
March 5th to 13th and at the
Detroit Area Chapter Super
Spring Show in Warren on
March 26th. Between shows
you can see the boat at Acme
Boat, 23520 Woodward in
Ferndale.

citizen.

BOAT
HOME
AUTO
BUSINESS
LIFE

Fishermen and Sportsmen have insurance
needs that are different from the average
Your liability is greater and
special care has to be taken to properly
insure your sporting equipment.

Specializing in the sportsman’s
needs —

Alliance Underwriters —
1700 N. Woodward — Bloomfield Hills, Ml 48013

BOAT OWNERS

PAUL IRVINE

State Director MSSFA
Editor, Fishin’ Tales
645-1300




RIVER MOUTH STRUCTURE

FOR WADING FISHERMEN

by Mark Lattimore

Before too long the ice will
be breaking up on the big lakes,
Michigan & Huron. The first
spots that begin to clear out
are the river & stream mouths
up & down the shore lines.
Some never close up, but after a
winter like this you can bet most
of them are iced in and don’t
offer many possibilities. How-
ever, the thaws will eventually
bring some decent river mouth
fishing. From the time this
break up starts till the later part
of May these river & stream
mouths can be excellent trout
producers. The warmer river
water is the main attraction in
the earlier part of spring, later
the urge to spawn and presence
of food draw more and more
trout to the mouth area. The
steelhead are usually located near
shore or the stream mouth year
round so they usually are the
first trout to appear and move
upstream. Hundreds of steel-
head migrate all winter providing
excellent river fishing further
upstream.

The river mouths produce the
best fishing when the water be-
gins to warm in the early spring
_and the spawning instincts be-
come the greatest. Steelheads
and browns and occasionally
lake trout begin to congregate
around the structure surround-
ing the mouth. The structure
can be called a delta or sand bar
and it is the most outstanding
fish holding factor. This delta is
primarily made up of sand and
gravel deposits carried down
from the upstream water flow
which empties into the lake and
drops where the river current
and wave action merge creating
a definite breakline, with deeper
surrounding water. The size of
the break doserit have to be
drastic, just enough to cause an

e 4

Brown Trout & Steelhead — both landed before sunrise

while wadding river mouth.

irregularity on the bottom usu-
ally at the edge or tail end of
the delta and this is where the
trout will hold. Steelhead &
browns both share this location.
The browns are also known for
their cruising activities. They
will range along the shoreline,
often a distance from where the
delta occurs, foraging for bait
fish.

The prime time for this type
of fishing is the end of April
when the Great Lakes smelt show
up in huge schools, schooling
off river mouths in which they

ROD & REEL REPAIR

21006 MACK AVE.
GROSSE POINTE WOODS. MICH. 48236

A & A REEL REPAIR

Photo by Mark Lattimore

prefer to spawn. The smelt will
wait offshore for days, some-
times longer, for the river water
mixing into the lakes to reach
459 to 500, The rise in tempera-
ture often comeswith light warm
drizzling rain. During the wait-
ing period the browns and steel-
head pursue these smelt and
casting hardward while wading
the shoreline and delta can really
payoff. Such spoons as the little
cleo and krocodile in blue and
silver are killers; rapalas or rebels
same colors are good; mepps and
colorado spinners with gold and
silver blades also produce. With
the spoons, a medium fast re-
trive is best, using a countdown
method, that is, waiting till the
spoon hits the water then count-
ing to say six oreight then begin
reeling. Next, cast count to ten
before reeling in. This will help
you get a feel forthedepth you're
working over and where the fish
are suspended. By fan casting
you can cover an area until you
hit bottom or make contact with
a fish (preferrably). Often the
fish can be seen rolling on the

surface during calm days. Don’t
be fooled into believing you'll
always catch them there. Many
trollers can testify that rolling
trout and salmon aren’t often
interested in striking on the sur-
face.

The serious shore wading
steelheader has to be out in the
water where he intends to fish
before daylight. Once that sun
breaks over the hills and starts
penetrating light to the depths,
the action really slows down.
The majority of the trout move
out deeper beyond the casters
reach. On an overcast day the
trout will linger in close longer,
but day break is stiil the prime
time. Evening can produce well
for the same reason if its fairly
calm but once the sun goes down
it seems to shut the action right
down,

Once the smelt make their
move up river the browns start
forgaing for other bait fish be-
coming less concentrated on the
shore line and river mouths.

The steelhead however, are
still to be found in good numbers,
with the intent of moving up the
river to spawn and those re-
entering thebig lake after spawn-
ing. Keep in mind the break
line on the delta edge. The use
of hait such as spawn, wigglers
and night crawlers are the best
producers for the trout now.
The slip sinker tie up is the best
rig to use here. Going to light
lines and small hooks. Either
hand holding your fishing rod
and feeling for the pickup or
placing it in a sand spike holder
(two rods can be used this way).
| like using the surgical rubber
tube slip sinker rig with enough
lead to keep the bait on bottom,
with about 2-3' of leader, longer
leaders make it difficuit for long
casts. | try to place the bait
where the river current merges
and swirls with the lake water.
This in most cases is where the
underwater breakline develops.

As the season progresses and
the water warms all of the trout
species move out deeper into
their preferred temperaturerange
and can be picked up regularly
by trolling the proper depth.

Again in the fall with cooling
waters the trout move shoreward.
The browns come to spawn on
shoals and reefs, the steelhead
following the salmon schools fili-
ing up on dropped salmon roe.
The spring bait fishing methods
can be put to good use here with

continued on next page 7 .



Our second annual Betsie River Clinic was a great success with 85
fishermen on the river Saturday, February 19th to learn techniques

of steelhead fishing by our club experts. (Upper right) Paul Irvine

demonstrates fly fishing,

SECOND ANNUAL
BETSIE RIVER FISHING

CLINIC

The second annual Betsie
River Fishing Clinic was held on
February 19th. An estimated
85 fishermen were on hand to
listen and watch techniques of
steelhead fishing by experts using
spinner baits, lures, spawn, single
egg and wigglers, flies, light line
(2 Ib.) and corkies.

Saturday morning the temp-
erature was near zero, but it
soon warmed and the sun felt
good by nine a.m.

(Middle) Jim Matus, owner of
the Homestead Resort shows
techniques of yarn fly fishing
{Lower right) Bob Lindberg
teaching the banana cast.

On Saturday night a buffet
dinner was held at the Sail Inn
where we presented trophies for

the three largest steelhead caught.

Tophonorswentto Tom Jansen,
who caught a 12% Ib. steelhead
using spawn on 2 lb. test line
second and third place went to
Stan Szul who caught a 8 Ib.
steelie on szul egg and yarn and
Tom Young caught a 7 Ib. fish
on Burl’s Golden Nuggets. John
Westly also caught two nice
brown trout. Altogether 9-10
steelhead were caught despite
icy conditions.

DETROIT AREA CHAPTER

CHOOSES 16' STARCRAFT FROM ACME BOAT

FOR RAFFLE BOAT

8y e

STARCRAFT BOATS JOHNSON MOTORS E-Z LOADER TRAILERS

. RAFFLE BOAT
ISNOW ON DISPLAY
AT ACME BOAT!

23520 WOODWARD -

10% Discount to Steelheaders

ACME BOAT

FERNDALE

- Mi 48220 - 5642-4851

Mott High Schoot
12 MILE RD. 3

75

H NHOCr

11 MILE RD.

Fire Station

FYANIND3A

BEER JUNIOR

3200 Martin
Warren, Mi

MARTIN

HIGH SCHOOL

NV AY

SUPER SPRING MEETING
MARCH 26th — Saturday




SUPREME COURT
DECIDES INDIAN
FISHING RIGHT CASE

by Bob Rutt, Director

The Michigan Supreme Court
decided the case of the People
vs. LeBlanc on December 27th,
1976. This case has been in the
Courts for over five years and it
still is not concluded and it has
been remanded or sent back to
the lower Court for re-trial.

LeBlanc, a Chippewa Indian
and a member of the Bay Mills
Indian Community of Lake Sup-
erior was arrested on Sept. 28th,
1971 and charges with fishing
commercially without a license
and with fishing with a gill net.
At trial before District Court
Judge Lambros, LeBlanc's sole
defense was that he had a right
to fish free from State regulation
and control pursuant to a treaty
entered into between the US and
the Indians in 1836.

He was convicted of both
charges in District Court. These
convictions were affirmed by the
Circuit Court of Chippewa Co.
on Dec. 27th, 1972. The case
.was then taken to the Court of
Appeals, who, in Oct. of 1974,
decided that LeBlanc did not
need a license but the Appellate
"Court held that the State could
pass a law prohibiting gill nets
if such aregulation was necessary
to prevent a substantial deple-
tion of the fish supply.

Both the People and LeBlanc
appealed this decision to the
Supreme Court who took the
case in Feb. 1975 and after
briefs and oral argument arrived
at the current decision.

The Supreme Court Justices
were not in agreement and they
voted four to three on the quest-
ions involved. The majority
opinion written by Justice G.
Mennen Williams is  rather
lengthy and covers 28 pages. |t
may be of interest to note that
the Justices siding with the In-
dians are considered to be liberal
and have their roots in the Dem-
ocrate Party; other than Justice
John W. Fitzgerald who can pro-
bably be described as a liberal
Republican. The three dissent-
ing Justices are basically conser-
vative Republicans. The dissent-
ers held that the Indians no long-
er had any rights under the
treaties with the US government.
If one of the Justices who went
with Justice Williams had joined
with the others, the Chippewa

Indians would have no treaty
rights and would be hound by
our Michigan fishing laws.

Both sides have won and lost
in the present decision. The
Indians do not need commercial
fishing licenses because of the
treaty. On the other hand, the
State of Michigan can do away
with the use of gill nets if this
prohibition to the Chippewas is
necessary for the preservation of
the fish protected. LeBlanc’s
case was then sent back to the
District Court for a trial and a
determination of whether the
State of Michigan may ban gill
nets to save the fishery.

It appears that the DNR will
have to provide competent testi-
mony at the re-trial to establish
that the use of gill nets has era-
dicated almost all of the lake
trout in this area of Lake Super-
ior. The trial judge will then have
to decide whether the State has
proved that gill nets should be
outlawed, or whether the Indians
may continue to fish with them.

We now have the right to im-
pose reasonable fishing regula-
tions which are applicable to
everyone, but the problem of
enforcing such regulations against
the Indians will prove cumber-
some and expensive. Suppose
the Indians decide to net brown
trout in northern Lake Huron. If
arrested, an Indian will fall back
on the treaty and the DNR will
have to prove that you cannot
net browns in Lake Huron with-
out eliminating them in time.
How about netting coho at Man-
istee or chinook at Ludington?
These waters are included in the
treaty and will require proof at
trial to the effect that gill netting
in each specific area is detri-
mental to the local fishery and
species being netted.

The Supreme Court decision
in LeBlanc is silent on the quest-
jon of Indian hunting rights
under the treaty. It is well the
realm of possibility that the In-
dians may put this issue to the
test in our State Courts claim-
ing unrestricted hunting rights
under the treaty.

We still have the case pend-
ing in the Federal Court in Grand
Rapids in which the US has sued
the State of Michigan to enforce
the rights of the Indians under
the same treaties. The Steel-
headers have hired a firm of
attorneys in Grand Rapids to
assist the State in the defense of
the case. This matter has not
been noticed for trial.
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MY OPINION

THE DNR -
WHO WILL APPLY

THE PRESSURE

THIS WEEK ?
by Paul Irvine

Dr. Howard Tanner’s impul-
sive behavior in the last few
months in regards to salmon
plants and snagging is reminiscent
of a past president of the US,
Richard Nixon. As the public
outcry increased he kept saying
he knew nothing and was un-
aware of any wrong doring. Until
this fall when he directed depart-
ment photographer to take pic-
tures along the AuSable, Manis-
tee, and Muskegon.

I've heard this story before
and its beyond me how the top
man in the DNR can be kept in
the dark regarding one of the
worst problems facing the DNR,
law enforcement offciers, pri-
vate landowners and sportsmen.
It scares me and makes me won-
der about his competency and
credibility.

As impulsive as John Scott’s
order to increase salmon plants
to 40 million and to construct
fish ladders to allow salmon
access to quality trout water was,
Howard Tanner’s order not to
increase plants, not to introduce
salmon into quality trout water,
to construct weirs, and harvest
fish before they enter the rivers,
was not any better.

Now it's your turn “snaggers’’
to speak up and apply pressure
on Tanner to not construct weirs
not to harvest the fish, and not to
stop snagging. The weirs then
will never be completed, the har-
vesting at the river mouths will
never be carried out and the
snagging and egg taking would
continue. It’s almost funny.

Speaking of snagging in re-
gards to egg taking. | think we
are forgeting one basic thing,
snagging existed before egg selling

BOAT REPAIRS &
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became profitable. Snaggers
littered, trespassed and violated
with as much vulgarity then as
they do now. if the DNR thinks
that if they can get a bill passed
to allow eqg selling revenue to go
directly to the DNR, that the
the problem will be eliminated,
then fellow sportsman the laugh
will be on us. The DNR has
showed what fools they have
made of themselves by passing
regulations on the legal hool
size, to snag salmon and then
calling it foul hooking and liber-
lized fishing and then not being
able to, or trying to enforce
the rule and thus causing dis-
respect for the fishing rules, and
giving snaggers the feeling they
can do as they wish,

| just wish that before the
DNR does anything that it sits
back and starts listening to the
sportsmen’s groups and starts
using a common sense approach
to the salmon problem. If the
DNR thinks that the egg selling
will stop because they say so
they should go back and reflect
on the useless snagging rules they
passed and are not now being
adhered to.

A committee has been form-
ed by the MSSFA to present a
proposal to the DNR regarding
the snagging problem. The
MSSF A has never really taken a
stand on snagging, but with in-
sistence from the Detroit Area
Chapter, a proposal will be made
up and presented to the DNR.
The first meeting was held on
Feb. 15th. As a member of the
committee | hope that T.U. will
lend their support to our 3,000
plus membersin a common sense
proposal. It's about time the
DNR started asking and listen-
ing instead of just acting.
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Bruce Gibson was awarded a
plaque for his “Outstanding
Contribution” in setting up the
‘76 Super Spring Show.

Elton Luckritz {right) received a
special award for being the
“Outstanding Director” for '76

River Mouth . . . continued

emphasis on single egg or spawn
bag bouncing.

To really cash in on this fish-
ery and hit the best concentra-
tion of trout, get yourself a local
contact in the region you intend
to fish, who can keep you posted
on the weather, water conditions,
etc. after ice out. Or make the
trips yourself to keep well in-
formed. There's bound to be
good fishing somewhere along
the river if not the mouth itself
of lake shoreline.

Photo by Don White
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CUST(_)M RODS
"You owe one 1o yoursetf”’
DICK SWAN
3230 Oaktand, Clare, M1 48617
(517}-386-3220
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THE NOVICE MATE

by John Beer

Do you've been invited on a
Detroit Area Chapter Salmon
boat, as a ‘‘novice mate’”’. You
panic! You ask yourself what's
a “‘mate’’ and what's expected
of him.

Definition of a “mate”: a
mate is part longshoreman, part
bartender, part cat, and most
definitely part crazy.

Let merelate someexperiences
over the years.

When the skipper says “"be at
the Oscoda launch at 6:00 am”
he means it. Nothing will boil
his blood faster than to be sitting
there at 6:30 when the sun is up
and the rest of the fleet has left.

Proper clothing is an import-
ant item that’s often overlooked.
Wear jeans or shorts depending
on the weather. Bring a cold
weather jacket, rain gear, hat and
sun glasses (polarized type heips).
Another item that’s very import-
ant, wear non-scuffing shoes, i.e.,
deck or tennis shoes. Don't
bring so much unnecessary gear
that it fills up the cuddy.

Don’t leave the beer home
because you can’t buy it any-
where at 6:00 am.

Helping launch the boat is
the next step. Don’t “BS’ with
the guy on the next dock. The
skipper can‘t see when he’s back-
ing the boat down the ramp. He
needs your help. No fish stories.
When the boat is in the water
help tie it off. Now comes one
of the most important jobs,
holding the boat off the dock.
Next to farmering a fish, nothing
will upset the skipper more than
to see fresh gouges in his heavily
mortgaged boat.

When leaving the dock, you
must remain on the dock to cast
off lines and push the boat away
while he backs her out of the
slip. Now is the time when you
must be part cat. Without fall-
ing in the drink or sinking the
boat, you must leap gracefully
aboard as she leaves the slip.
Reverse the procedure when
coming into port.

Stowing lines and gear is the
next step. |If you don't know
where it goes, ask!

Now for the crazy part. Since
we are fishermen, this some-
times means fishing rough water.
If your stomach is weak bring
along motion sickness pills, feed-
ing the fish is no fun!

When rigging lines and using
downriggers that aren’t famiiiar

POST MORTEM
ON NOVEMBER ‘76
ELECTIONS

by Ken Bonin,
Director, Environmental &
Legislative

This past November the
Detroit Area Chapter made its
initial attempt at providing its
membership useful information,
to be considered in voting for
state offices, in the form of the
State House of Representatives
voting record on three import-
ant fishing related issues.

A subsequent look at the
election results provides some
insight and possible guidelines
for future elections. The over-
whelming conciusion of the elect-
ion for State House of Represent-
atives is that incumbents get
re-elected ! Only three in-
cumbents were defeated in the
entire state and one of them,
John Markes of Livonia, Wayne

County, had an excellent voting

record. Another conclusion is
that where no incumbent is run-
ning, the party of the incumbent,
who is vacating wins. Only one
seat was won by a different
party in the entire state.

With these conclusions in
mind the legislative committee
makes the following recommend-
ations for future elections:

1) Continue to publish the
voting record and seek a larger
circulation with other area fish-
ing clubs.

2) Concentrate the Detroit
Area Chpater efforts, possibly
including contributions, on one
of two worthy candidates in the
Tri-County Area who are in the
running but need additional cam-
paign assistance to put them over
the top.

Hopefully, in this way, the
Detroit Area Chapter can estab-
lish a long term pipeline to vari-
ous elected officials who will be
receptive to our opinions and
recommendations.

to you, again ask! Remember
it's the skipper’s bankroll not
your's.

Let me stress one final point,
carry your weight, not only with
the work but also with expenses.
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'77 QUESTIONNAIRE
HERE ARE THE
RESULTS:

by John Makela, President

The 1976 questionnaire was
recently mailed to each chapter
member and resulted in a 25%
return, These results will help
the board of directors determine
priorities and member participa-
tion for the remainder of the
year. We thank the respondents
for their time, thoughtful ans-
wers and effort. Here are the
results:

1. 93 members oppose the DNR
policy on foul hooking
— 28 in favor.

2. lLack of enforcement and con-
trol was the greatest reason
given for the opposition; includ-
ing the littering and greed (eggs);
and loss of other trout species
due to the inability to control
snagging.

3. The three most important pro-

jects that should be undertaken
_ by the chapter; workable snagg-

ing rules (legislated), increased

fish plants for southern Lake

Huron trolling, and teach fish-
" ing teachniques.

4, 77 members preferred troll-
ing; 27 stream fishing; 9indicated
both; 22 did not state.

5. 71 members answering have
boats (average 20'); 69 have afish
locator; 47 have an FM radio;
40 have a CB radio.

6. Al boat owners would like to
be listed in the Chapter Boat
Directory.

7. Trollers said they fished most
on Lake Michigan (38) and Lake
Huron (33).

8. 46 trollers who answered said
they planned on entering our
tournaments; 25 did not {lack of
time, proper equipment, entry
fee..etc.)

71 favor a trophy for the top
ten winners, 29 did not.

61 said there should be separate
rules governing large and small
boats; 32 say use the same rules.
30 who do not own boats plan
to enter tourneys if they can be
on contestants boats.

9. 99%
search trips.

want to continue re-
Southern Lake

Huron and Lake Huron mostly.

continued on page 9.....

BIG MANISTEE
RIVER TOURNAMENT

by Bob Lindberg
Director / River Tournaments
{co-chairman)

December 11, 1976

Barely 6 am and the merri-
ment and low life carrying on
was well underway . George Ridel
(Pres. of Saginaw Chapter) was
presented with the Ed Wasnuski
memorial zapper good luck cain.
He quickly countered and pre-
sented Tom Schneider with the
Saginaw Corky Rod and Garden
Hoe Combination. Dick Swan
happened to walk in and the
International Orange Noodle
Corkey Rig and Hockey practice
ball was deftly placed in his un-
suspecting hands — he complain-
ed about the poor quality of
knot tying. After saying hello
to some old friends and making
some new ones, Detroit’s finest
headed for the banks of the

Manistee.
And now down to the serious
business of fishing —— wrong!

The DAC all but took over
the area from the first bend all
the way down to the ““Rock Pile”
hole. All up and down the
ranks and banks could be heard
the finest form of quips, guffaws,
cheap shots, good shots, editori-
al comments and laughter. We
couldn’t figure who had the high
pitch giggle —must have been an
infiltrator  from the Saginaw
Chapter.

A day of marginal fishing
weather drew to a close and the
weigh-in at Bob Cusinbobs Tack-
le Shop started and ended ab-
rupty. This shouldn’t take too
long. Saginaw drug in 6 steel-
head; Ridel 5% Ibs. and 6% ibs.,
Deaves 1 Ib., Kiefer 6% Ibs.,
Short 8 Ibs. and Stevens with a
beautiful 12% Ibs. steelie. We
showed up with two steelhead;
Lindberg with a 9% Ibs. and Tom
Rumple with a 8% Ibs.

After this, everyone dispatch-
ed with great haste to the Wells-
ton Inn for a little libation and
wassailing. Budda and his staff
of Wading Gourment Cooks
treated us all to asplendid meal
of hot dogs. Allegedly some-
one tried to get a hair net for
the Chief Chef, but he complain-
ed that if he did wear one he
wouldnt be able to see. But he
did agree to wash his hands.
Some of the diners weren’t too
sure. The beer flowed and
stories became loud and vivid

Tom Schneider receives the Saginaw Corky Rod and Garden Hoe
Combination from George Ridel, President of the Saginaw Chapter.

and again laughter — everyone
won.
BANK SHOTS:

Itit true that Budda, when he
is in his stance below the coffer
dam assumes the appearance of
a red marker buoy? A poll was
taken at the Welleston Inn for
fair caught chinook and coho
with the following results; 7
chinook and 47 coho. Dick
Swan landed a 28 Ib. king on
2 1b. test line.

Pam Martin graced our pre-
sence, both on the banks and at
the party. Like to see more
women steelheader in the tourna-
ments. Frostguard got bad
mouthed and washed off. Thanks
to Tom Schneider, who trilled
and amazed us all in his steller
performance of the deep water
shuffle and squat routine. John,
we all hope that your nose starts
to feel better. The next day,
(why is it always the next day?)
Buck Ryder landed 2 brown
trout and two steelhead, the
largest of which was about 10 Ibs.
Ken Conrad also landed 2 steel-
head, a 9% lbs. and 12% lbs.

A very special thank you to
Stan Levensie of the Michigan

Tourist Council, who arranged
to have the lower parking lot
and boat ramp plowed and clear-
ed for us.

Last cast —— we were not
conquered, we merely ran out
of time.

Everyone talks about fishing’
ethics for either boat or river
fishing. However, we seldom
hear about this trait—so hear.

During the Manistee River
Tournament, Dick Swan,of light
line legend, hooked and landed
a 28 ib. chinook on 2 Ib. test
line — a potential World Record.
All that was needed to assure
Dick of this record was for the
line to test out at 2 tbs. or less.
Dick didn't enter the fish for
consideration  of the World
Record. Why? Dick said that
after a short struggle the fish
had beached itself and Dick
wasn’t satisfied that he had beat-
en the fish.

Dick, you didn't get aWorld
Record out of that experience
(you had the right to claim it)
but you did gain the respect
and admiration of those of us
who knew about it (and only we
have the right to give it).
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you have an article on how to
snag splake by Mike Seckman.
Does this mean that is is OK to
snag trout as long as you use
light line and don’t litter?

Personally | am against snag-
ging in any form whether it is
passive (eg. lining) or casting a
weighted snag hook. In sport-
fishing the fish makes the final
decision as to whether to hit or
not and it is up to the angler to
convince the fish to take his bait
or lure.

Mr.Seckman'’s article describes
a method which resembles modi-
fied gill netting — that is the
angler lays out his specially rig-
ged line where fish are concen-
trated so that they involuntarily
get their teeth tangled and slide
down to the hook.

Let us clean up our own act
so we can be united and lick the
snagging problem.

Sincerely,

Jim Bedford

Mid-Michigan Chapter

1804 Wood St.

Lansing, Ml 48912

remember is that the paper is a
club paper and | will print any
article by our members, for or
againstsnagging. Though | have-
n't met many people who admit
to snagging.

The CooR’s
Corner

MICHIGAN PICKLED
LAKE TROUT by Ann Makela

If frozen, thaw 2 lbs. lake
trout fillets. Cut into serving
size portions. In large skillet
meit 2 tablespoons butter. Add
% cup minced onion and cook
until tender, about 5 minutes.
Stir in 1% cups apple juice, Tcup
cider vinegar, 2/3 cup firm-pack-
ed brown sugar, % cup raisins,
2 bay leaves and 1 teaspoon
salt. Add fish, cover and simmer
3 to 5 minutes or until fish
flakes easily when tested with
fork. Remove fish into serving
dish. Gradually add ¥ cup crush-
ed gingersnaps to liquid, stiring
until smooth and thickened.

Serve over fish., Makes 3 ser-
ings.

Membership Application patches & decals
Membership includes = Free Line for Two Reels, T ——_ i
Chapter Newsletter, State Newsletter, Boat Decal, Car Decal, FRICE S )
Arm Patch, Annual Guide Book, Membership Card. 3" X4 ARM PATCH 1.00 ea.
(] Chapter Dues _ ' —$ 5.00f| 3" x4 WINDOW DECAL 25 ea.
(State MSSFA Membership required)
[] Chapter & State Dues — $12.00 3" X4 TACKLE BOX DECAL .25ea.
11" X 14" BOAT DECAL 1.00 ea.
NAME
8" x 11" BACK PATCH 2.00 ea.
ADDRESS MAILING .25
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TOTAL
PAYABLE TO DETROIT AREA CHAPTER
CiTY STATE ZIP ¢
MAIL TO: MICHIGAN STEELHEADERS
COMPLETE FORM AND SEND WITH CHECK DETROIT AREA CHAPTER A
OR MONEY ORDER PAYABLE TO:DETROIT AREA CHAPTER 1817 Barrett Chapter Fund Raiser
1817 Barrett Royal Oak, MI 48067 Thank YOU....
Royal Oak, M| 48067
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR "= =
Mibway Custom Rop SHop
Dear Editor: From the Editor: <5 e aae
| read your December news- | agree with you, Jim, Mr. e ok | foner/;/ Jim’s Midway Sports Shop T
letter with considerable interest Seckman’s article describes a oe Complete Line of RODS - REELS - LURES & BA
-and would like to bring a glaring method that does resemble gill LARGEST SELECTION OF ROD BUILDING COMPONENTS
inconsistancy to your attention. netting. You misunderstood the AROQUND — for the “Do-It-Yourselfer’”” Rod Builder
You have several anti-snagging text of Mr. Seckman’s article Fenwick—Shakespeare—Browning—Aetna—Fuji— Rawhide
articles and have viciously attack- because that is just what he was Lamiglass—Varmac—Gudebrod and many more . . .
ed the DNR for allowing it in the trying to bring out in his article. _ 517-435-9129
first place and, then on page 9 Another thing readers must || 19965 M—18, GLADWIN, MICHIGAN 48624 o/ 426-4221

NEW U.S. RECORD
57’4 LB. LAKE TROUT
CAUGHTON A

NO. 4 CHARGER

c LAKE PRODUCTS CO.

P.O0.BOX 116
UTICA, M| 48087
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CHARTER THE

MARY,
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EMIL DEAN
Manistee - 616-362-3760
Home - 616-362-3760
} South Haven - 616-637-3633

QUESTIONNAIRE
continued from pg. 8

10. 10 have special talents and
skilis to demonstrate for the
betterment of the chapter.

11.  22wantto be contacted to
advertise in this newsletter.

12. 97 will pay in advance for
chapter fishing jackets.

13. 5 more want to donate
raffle prizes.

14. 80% responding want to
become active in volunteer pro-
jects.

Bear Lake
M| 49614

SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS
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WANT
ADS

Tackle Trader:

Send Want Ads to:
1501 Mansfield
Birmingham, M| 48008
or call: 647-58912

NEW TROLLING

EQUIPMENT ! Side-surface
planers and flashing, snap-out
deep divers;”’how-to literature
Free lure tape samples - 15
colors, wholesale newsletter;
special Steelheader discounts,
free offers. Send two stamps:
Visioneering Specialties, Box
594-FT, Royal Oak,M148073

76’ Suburban Chevrolet, 4 wheel
drive, Silverado package, trailer-
ing special, hitch, plus options-
12,000 miles, sticker price—
$11,000, price $8,000, call Mike
DeCamillo, Director 535-6737
after 7 PM.

LOOKING TO BUY 17’ alumin-
um modified-V, 50 HP OB &
trailer, call Ken Bonin 286-1767.

WANTED -. . . 8% / 9’ flyrod
for 8 weight line - cheap, call
624-7286.

26" STAMAS Americana Hard-
Top/1969 225 HP, FM Radio
Vexilar Graph, Digital Depth-
finder, Excellent Condition,
State Licensed for Charter Oper-
ation, call 313-537-6926.

MEMBERSHIP EXPIRED?

Take a look at the label that
brought you this paper. The
code to the right of your name
gives the month/year your mem-
bership will expire. (Example:
1/77 is January 1977, for the
months of October, November,
December the code is respective-
ly A/7%, B/77, C/77).

If it’s time for you to renew
you will find a membership

renewal form with this newsletter.

Avoid missing a single issue of
Fishin’ Tales, renew today!

FOR SALE — Orvis - Madison
Fly Rod — 7% - 2 piece - extra
tip - $75 - Tom Schneider -
7565-5975

FOR SALE — Aqua Scope 100,
1year old, $300 - Dave Gresham
623-6923

FOR SALE 1972 Fibreglass T-
Bird 25 Ft., 188 Merc-Cruiser
Boat, 12 Channel Ship to Shore
Radio, Ross ““Fisherman’’, Sum-
log, Walker Electric Downriggers,
with 4’ arms, complete with
trailer, boat and all equipment
"A1"” shape, contact G. Smith-
777-7159 for more details. l

Don't Change Your Address

TO INSURE UNINTERRUPTED DELIVERY OF Fishin® Tales,
PLEASE NOTIFY US AT LEAST 2 WEEKS BEFORE YOU MOVE.

1.

NAME

NEW ADDRESS
CiTY

Without Letting Us Know

2. Write your new address below
your old one and mail to:
Detroit Area Chapter
1817 Barrett
Royal Oak, M1 48067

Cut the address from

this paper and paste or tape it
in the space below. Or write
you old address.

ZIP

STATE
ALO]X

N
9 [0 ME

SR  SPORTING GOODS

\Open Daily 9-9 2924 Woodward Ave. South of I3Mile 549-5352 j

FOR SALE 1974 Sea Ray C.C.
Trim Tabs, E-Z Loader Trailer,
350 Chevrolet Engine, Full Can-
vas, Low Hours, Air Horn,
e Excellent Shape 642-5875






