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SEPTEMBER DR. TANNER REVIEWS
MEETING PLATTE RIVER
Bob Lindberg, Secy. DIRECTIVE

Qur September Mem- “If a man comes here from

bership Meeting, will be held
at Bonnie Brook Country Club,
Tuesday, September 27th at
7:30 P.M. The guest speaker
will be Asa Wright, Chief of
the Great Lakes Management
Section of the Fisheries
Division (DNR). After Mr.
Wright’s speech, he will an-
swer any questions from the
meeting floor. I'm sure Mr.
Wright could be persuaded to
answer your questions in-
dividually. These informal
discussions are the best way
for members to meet and talk
to the top men on the DNR
staff and for them to find out
what’s concerning you the
most. There will be 2 seminars
at this meeting: Murrell Black-
burn will explain how to make
planer boards, and there will
be a Surf Fishing Seminar.
Trophies will be presented to
the winners at Harrisville, the
results of the Ladies Day Tour-
nament and the Oscoda Tour-
nament will be announced.
Registration for the Whitney
Drain Surf Tournament and
the Oscoda Tournament and
the Tawas Bay Boat Tour-
nament will be accepted. The
“Swap Shop’’ will be available
for those who wish to use it.
We'll have our tackle raffle
with some real fine prizes,
Luhr Jensen, Charger, etc.
Because of both seminars and
in the interest of getting you
home at a reasonable hour,
there will be no movies.

River Fishermen — the time
is here: patch your boots and
arise - we will wade to glory!

Hope to see you there -
bring a friend.

New York or Pennsylvania
with the idea of making a
profit from his salmon fishing,
we want to disappoint him”,
stated Dr. Howard Tanner last
month at the Benzie Central
High School. The remark was
loudly supported by the nearly
200 peopie that came to hear
Dr. Tanner, John Scott and
other DNR officials explain
the department’s position on
closing the Platte River to
spawning salmon at the
lowest harvest weir this fall.

The DNR director gave
several reasons to support his
January 25th order halting
salmon from going up the
Platte. Some of the problems
mentioned by Tanner included
crowds of ‘‘fishermen” who
mass along the stream lit-
tering, destruction of the river
bank and vegetation, illegal
egg taking and general loss of
both environmental and spor-
ts ethics. The illegal egg
taking and the large number of
anglers along the Platte were
problems mentioned
throughout this public
meeting in Honor, Michigan.
Dr. Tanner believes that the
answer to the Platte problem
will come about through com-
munity effort and DNR par-
ticipation. He mentioned that
as Honor, Michigan was the
birthplace of the Coho, it is
the piace to start solving the
problems.

One property owner on the
Platte stated that the issue of
snagging did not pertain to

salmon alone, but that
snagging is also done for
spawning steelbead and
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The Platte River Lower Weir

browns. Another resident
suggested there should be
stiffer penalties for those who
violate fishing rules. Dr. Tan-
ner agreed that new laws are
needed but reminded the
audience that all new
regulations must come from
the State legislature.

A local Honor resident said
that the Platte problem wasn’t
a fish or game problem but a
people problem and that
somehow the people must be
controlled. it was also pointed
out that pits have been found
with hundreds of salmon car-

casses in them. These salmon
had been gutted for their eggs
and then thrown away.

Other people at the meeting
voiced concern that Dr. Tan-
ner's January 25th directive
was too strict. They
questioned the effects of this
directive on water quality, fish
overabundance and the
economic impact his directive
would have in this fishing-
tourist area. Several business
peopie predicted losses in the
thousands of doilars due to
the Platte decision. One motet

(Continued on Page 2)

COMING UP —
ELECTIONS

Ballots will soon be printed
for elections. We need you to
help run the club and invite
you to submit a resume to
briefly outline your interests
in the chapter.

Mail your intention to John
Makela who will forward it to
the nominating committee - to
be appointed by the board of
directors. Each 1978 board

member will chair at least one
active committee and be
required to attend at least nine
board meetings per year.

The election will be held at
the annual meeting in Decem-
ber. Ballots will be mailed to
all voting members at least ten
days before the elections.
Your vote can be returned by
mail or brought to the
meeting. No baliots will be
available on election night.
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Published Monthly by
Detroit Area Chapter
of the
Michigan Steelhead and
Salmon Fishermen’s
Assoclation

2818 Vinsetta Bivd.
Royal Oak, M1 48073

R AR

The views expressed in this
paper are those of the Chap-
ter Members and the Editor.
The purpose of this paperis
to inform the Chapter Mem-
bers of events which affect
the Sportsfishermen. It Is
our intention to teach, in-
form and guide the mem-
bers to respect and ap-
preciate the Great Lakes,
Rivers and Land around
them.
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Education

Tony Recchia 881-4939
Fund Raising

Tom Schneider 755-5975

Publicity, Public Relations
Larry Serafin 537-6926
Mike Trevas 563-9541

STATE DIRECTORS
Ken Bonin, Don Calhoun
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1977 MEETING SCHEDULE
Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.
Bonnie Brook Country Club
September 27
Qctober 25
November 29

THE CLUB

Hot Line

291-8249

WEEKLY “HOT" TIPS ON WHERE TO FISH

CEFUY and THE LATEST CLUB NEWS —
COMING EVENTS
September 27 Membership Meeting
October 1 Tawas Bay Tournament
October 8 Witney Drain
Surf Tournament
October 25 Membership Meeting
BOAT TOURNAMENTS
October 1 Tawas Bay
Contact Jerome Vaerten, 293-
5862
TOURNAMENT REGISTRAR
Don White
3500 Wards Point, Orchard Lake, Mi. 48033
682-5642
SURF TOURNAMENTS
October 8 Witney Drain
Contact Tom Schneider, 755-
5975
PLATTERIVER .
(Continued from Page 1) SURF FISH’'N
owner stated the move by the TOURNAMENT
DNR will cost his business QCTOBERS
over five thousand dollars.
Another resort owner reported  WITNEY DRAIN
that 90% of his fall business On Saturday, Oct. 8 the

is based on salmon fishermen.
Owners of bait shops said that
over 50% of their business
comes during the salmon run.

Dr. Tanner stated that there
might be a small reduction in
the local business com-
munity, but he did not believe
it would be of any major
proportion. He based this ob-
servation on the number of
salmon (estimated at 10,000)
that would make it upstream
when the lower weir was
opened and closed for the
boat-canoe traffic. The num-
ber of salmon upstream, ac-
cording to Dr. Tanner, would
provide a viable stream
fishery.

The controversy over the
January 25th directive is far
from over. It should prove an
interesting Fall.

Don Calthoun
State Director

Detroit Area Chapter will have
its first SURF FISH’'N Tour-
nament. Starting time will be
7:.00 AM. and will run until
4:30 P.M. The Tournament will
be held at Witney Drain just
south of Tawas. Small boats,
14 ft. or under, may also enter
this tournament. The rules are
simple. ALL fish must be
caught by legal methods and
boats may not troll within 200
ft. of the surf fishermen. Cost
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CUSTOM RODS
*You owe one to yourself”’
DICK SWAN
3230 Oakland, Clare, M1 48617
(517)-386-3220

Salmon-Steelhead

Shooting Rods

Up to 14" Spin-Fly

Combination
Fighting Handle
IR T HIN TN O UE
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® INDUSTRIAL
® RESIDENTIAL

(ﬂ ® COMMERCIAL

CUSTOM & SPECIFICATION
FENCING
WHOLESALE @ RETAIL

DOG KENNELS
WESTERN RED CEDAR
FENCING

44375 GRAND RIVER NOVI

of the entry has been set at
$5.00 per man. Trophies will
be awarded to the 3 largest
fish caught (salmon or trout
only). Any member interested
in fish’n in this tournament
please contact Tom Schneider
at the Septernber meeting and
sign up. Tom will answer any
questions regarding the tour-
nament.
Tom Schneider
(Chapter Director)

JACKETS READY

All members who ordered
chapter jackets can pick them
up at the September meeting.
Those who have jackets due
but can’'t make the meeting
should call 583-1910 and
arrange to pick it up in Royal
Oak. There are no deliveries or
shipments.

STARCRAFT
BOATS
23520 WOODWARD
FERNDALE
5424851

10% Off to ail Steelheaders

BOAT

JOHNSON
MOTORS

E-Z LOADER

TRAILERS

J




INDIAN RIGHTS

WASHINGTON -- U.S. Rep.
Philip E. Ruppe, R-Houghton,
said today that the recent
passage of a House bill to ex-
tend the statute of limitations
for the filing of Indian claims
under old treaties indicates
the Congress will probably not
move quickly to end disputes
concerning Indian rights.

The measure extending the
statute of limitations passed
the House last Tuesday by a
331-69 vote. Ruppe voted
against passage.

This is the third extension
of this time limit for Indian
Tribes to file for land claims
negotiated wunder old
treaties,” Ruppe said, ‘‘and it
is totally unnecessary.

“However, the lopsided
margin indicates the mood of
Congress favors a protracted
process of settling Indian land
claims.

‘“It also indicates that
Congress is insensitive to the
serious problems these ex-
tended lawsuits are causing
not only under this bill, but in
the area of Indian rights with
respect to hunting and
fishing,” Ruppe continued.

Ruppe noted that the last

time extension was authorized
in 1971. Since then over 1,000
new claims have been aided
by the attorneys from the
Justice Department exer-
cising what they view as the
government’s  responsibility
as trustee for Indian Affairs,”
he said.

“In my view, itis time to put
an end to the spiraling in-
flation of divisive Indian
lawsuits throughout the land,
from Washington in the West
to Maine in the East and from
Oklahoma in the South to
Michigan in the North,” he ad-
ded.

The legislation passed by
the House would extend to
December 31, 1981, the time
period for Indian Tribes and
the Federal government, ac-
ting as trustee of Indian rights
under the treaties, to file for a
redress of those rights.

“Since December 31, 1981,
is now the third cut-off point
established by Congress for
the filing of Indian Claims,”
Ruppe said, “it is quite
possible that it will be well in-
to the 21st century before the
final determination of Indian
rights is settled.

“In my view, we can’t wait

that long. The Indians and
non-Indians of this nation
should not and will not wait
that long,”’he said. “Both want
and deserve a more immediate
solution.”

Ruppe stated that even
though all claims will have to
be filed by December 31, 1981,
it may well be years after that
before all litigation is settied.

Jim Storey

SWAP SHOP

A lot of members have
shown interest in our club
having a “Swap Shop”. Well,
we'll have to feel our way
around, so | suggest if you
have an item you would like to
swap or sell bring it along to
the next meeting.

The item can be anything
good that you no longer have
any use for but you think
someone else can. The item
you have must bear your name
and whether you would like to
swap it or sell it. If you would
like to sell the item, please list
how much you are asking.
Peopie interested in any item
to be swapped or sold will
contact the person and make

further arrangements. Items
may be swapped and bought
right at the meeting. There will
be a table on one side of the
room for your convenience,
see you at the meeting.

Tony Recchia

DEFINITIONS

Heart Attack - A coronary
occlusion or obstruction
(generally a blood clot) in one
of the coronary arteries which
reduces or stops the fiow of
blood to some area of the
heart muscle and results in
damage to or death of that
area.

Stroke - An impeded blood
supply to some part of the
brain.

Cholesterol - A fat like sub-
stance found in animal tissue’
Whole milk, eggs, cheeses,
butters and meat are high in
cholesterol.

CAST ORTROLL THESE FAMOUS LURES FOR
MUSKIE — PIKE — BASS — SALMON — TROUT!

pac —r
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“THE SUR-KATCH” “THE BtLIEVER”
U.S. PAT 243,086
#5’s #4’s #3's #2's 7" Jointed 112 oz. $5.00
20z. 10z 2 oz. V4 0z. 7" Straight 12 oz. $4.25
$3.75 $2.50 $2.25 $1.50 6’ Jointed 1 oz. $4.50
6" Straight 1 oz. $3.75

34 COLORS: Dark, Crackle, light - Helin Frogs Silver, White
Yellow - Coach Dogs, Perch, Bass Orange & Black, Red &
White Devils, Orange & Black Split, Blue-Chart Split, Orange-
Chart Split, Chart w/Green & Black Spots, Chrome w/Blue -
Above are some of our 34 Various Color Combinations.

A census taken on Lake St. Clair, showed that charterboats
have taken more Muskies on the ““Believer” than any other
bait.

1977 Sarnia Salmon Derby

1st&4thPlace . ... ... ... i, Chinook
2ndPlace .. ... . Brown Trout
2ndPlace ... ... Coho

Allon Drifter Tackle

24 COLORS: Perch, Bass, Dark Frog, Crackle Frog, Helin
Frog, Yellow Coach Dog, Orange Coach Dog, Red
Head/White Body, Sucker, Golden Shiner, Black Sucker,
Homers Frog, Orange & Black L/S, Red & White L/S, Old
Bass, Silver Goach Dog, White Coach Dog, Chart W/Orange
Spots, Yellow Fire Lacquer Coach Dog plus 4 new colors.

When ordering please specify quantity, size and colors. Send

check or money order to: "
DIS/Mp 2 @
XY 23030 Industrial Dr. E.

TACKLE CO. St. Clair Shores, Mich. 48080

“FISH YOUR
WAY TO FAME”
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OSCODA TOURNAMENT WINNER -

CAPTAIN BOAT
. ChuckCartwright . .......................... Tuna Boat
DonWainio ......... ... ... . i Flying Finn
.BObKring . ... Drifter
.HowardMills ....... ... .. . i Paramour
Jack Fleming & DanPapcun .................. Lazy Daze
TomNesbitt. ........ ... ... ... ... ... Miss Mitzi
JimTreadaway .......... ... ... Okie Drifer
.BiltBrandt L. Lay-Z-Boy
.DonWhite ........ ... . ... il Last Chance
Gary Gray .. .ot e Nooner

Don Wainio, Captain of the “Flying Fin".
Don, along with his wife and first mate,
boated 8 Kings and 1 Laker for 3092 points
and 2nd place.
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STAINLESS STEEL ARROWS
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26422 Groesbeck Hwy.
Warren, Michigan 48089
ﬁgmrﬁﬁﬁ 313-774-4910
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The “Tuna Boat” does it again. Chuck Cartwright (2nd from
right) Captain; and his crew landed 9 Kings and 1 Laker for a
total of 315 points and 1st place.

Bob Kring, Captain of the “Drifter” and his son, Doug, landed

these 9 Kings for 297 Va points and 3rd place.

OO
CHARTER
THE
Bear Lake Route Manistee - 616-362-3760

EMIL DEAN Home-618-362-3760
South Haven - 616-637-3533

MAGUINNAY RSV EA s I SATE SR AALR S AN VAK

Mi 48614 Box 21 N

NEW U.S. RECORD
57% LB. LAKE TROUT
CAUGHT ON A

NO. 4 CHARGER
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LAKE PRODUCTS CO.

P.0.BOX 116
UTICA, Ml 48087




OSCODA SKIPPER OF THE YEAR HOWTO ADD
TOURNAMENT STANDINGS THROUGH HEALTHY YEARS
HUGE SUCCESS OSCODA TOURNAMENT TO YOUR LIFE
John Makela CAPTAIN BOAT POINTS ByPaulR.Irvine
Even though the weather Chuck Cartwright. .. ........... ... .. ... ... Tuna Boat 36 Joe Smith was 43 years old.
ioomed ominous with predic- MurrellBlackburn ....... ... ...t Fish'n5 31 His job did not keep him
tions of gale and greater win- BObKING ... Drifter 30 physically active and he had
ds the Detroit Chapter’s Larry Atwell ... Cobra 27 gained a few extra pounds
tro’l|ers blew into AuSable JohnMakela. ... ... e Sisu 23 over the years. After a par-
country on September 9th and DonWainio........... .. i, Flying Finn 22 icutarly nerve-racking week at
10th for our annual Oscoda derrylee. .. ... SeaScrew 17 work he rushed to get away on
tournament. JohnSchbert. ........... ...l Easy Money 17 Friday night for a weekend of
The dawning of Saturday HowardMills .. ... ... .. . i Paramor 16 fishing at Oscoda for kings.
greeted us with a steady JimTreadaway. . .........cciiiiiinn.. Okie Drifter 13 The traffic was heavy and he
Bill Brandt. ... ... ... . . Lay-Z-Boy 13 (didn’t get settled and in bed

breeze out of the west. We
“fired ‘em up” and headed
down toward the Pierheads in
a coid rain. Forty Chapters
boats spread out into Lake
Huron at 7:00 a,m. - and right
on schedule, the rain stopped
as nearly 250 of our lures

sought the giant chinook
salmon.
The fishing reports from

previous days were no more
encouraging than the weather
reports. We did not know then
that we were to be the guiding
fleet in leading the way to the
most successful and produc-
tive fishing day that Oscoda
has ever seen. We caught
Chinook, Coho, Steelhead,
Lakers and Browns.

Lake Huron again provided
us with a ““fishable’ day while,
at the same time, giant waves
were crashing over light
houses at pierheads on Lake
Michigan. Sixty-five mph win-
ds blew up 15-foot waves on
Lake Superior. The stiff-west
wind that continued to build
all day was partially tempered
by the town of Oscoda as it
whipped offshore. The waves
remained tolerable even as the
strong winds pushed the
boats around at will, to enable
us the best fishing at any of
our tournaments.

The weigh-in at 4:00 p,m.
was at Fellows Marina and the
outstanding catches drew ad-
miration from both par-
ticipants and spectators. The
beautiful fishing boats, the
fishermen, the marina and all
the fish made this day most
impressive and a tournament
toremember.
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On Sept. 10th 1 went fishing
with my dad at the Oscoda
Tournament. After we already
had a couple fish in the box, it
was my turn on the tee. We
passed the pierheads heading
south, we were about a half
mile from the TV tower, when
this big King hit on a char-
treuse with green dot J-Plug.
The King started to run and
didn’t stop until | couid see
the gold on the bottom of the

spool. We had to turn the boat
around or the King would have
busted my 17 Ib. test line. It
took another 20 to 25 minutes
to reel the King in. When |
finally landed the King into the
boat we weighed it right away,
and it weighed 22 Ibs, the
biggest fish | have ever

caught. Jeffrey White

| went fishing at Oscoda in
the afternoon of Sept. 11th
and caught this King that
weighed 21 pounds. | caught
the big King on a chartreuse
with green dot J-Plug. It was
exciting to see what kind and
how big a fish it was, because
it was so hard toreel itin. This
is my first large fish, and I'm

only 8 years old.
By Arlene White
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KOpen Daily 9-9 2924 Woodward Ave. South of I3 Mile 549-5352 /

until late and he was up at
dawn to fish. Fishing was
good and by the time he had
cleaned Saturday’s catch, had
dinner and gone to bed it was
almost midnight. Sunday the
lake was rather rough but by 2
p.m. he decided to pack it up
and head home. Joe was pret-
ty tired after very little sleep
and the rough water tired him
out more. As Joe was cranking
his boat up on his trailer he
felt a tightening in his chest
and felt sick to his stomach.
Joe died before he reached
the hospital.

Tom Brown loved to wade
the river in the fall and winter
for steethead. This was his
only chance to get away each
year because his manufac-
turers representative job kept
him traveling. (This year Tom
was not able to get away until
late November.) This year the
weather had been unusualily
cold and the snow was about
12 inches deep along the Big
Manistee river. The road to the
‘“‘sawdust hole” was not
passable so Tom had to walk
the one mile through the deep
snow. Tom fished for half a
day but the weather was just
too cold so he started back to
his car with one fish, a 12 iu.
steeihead. Tom was found the
next day. Tom died of a heart
attack.

These two instances did not
happen, but they could have.
Each year Cardiovascular
diseases (heart and blood
vessels) claim more American
lives than all other causes of
death combined. It s
estimated that almost 29
million Americans have some
major form of heart and blood
vessel disease. High biood
pressure (hypertension) leads
the list with 23,290,000
Americans affected and only

(Continued on Page 6)



HEALTHY YEARS
{Continued from Page 5)

half (50%) are aware they have
the disease.

Reducing the risk of heart
attack and stroke is up to you.
If people would just stop
fooling themselves and admit
to themselves that smoking is
dangerous to their health,
then to quit may be easier.
Smoking will kill you. You may
live to be 65 years old but
you'll feel like 90.

FACT 1- A man who smokes
more than a pack of cigarettes
a day has nearly twice the risk
of heart attack and nearly five
(5) times the risk of stroke
than a non-smoker. The death
rate of cigarette smokers who
stop is nearly as low as that of
people who have never
smoked. Kick the habit . ..

I'm beginning to think that
junk food is a communist plot
to kill off all Americans over
40. Oh well, m sure most of
you will finish this article and
deep down inside know I'm
right, but you’ll continue to
make excuses and excuses
why you shouldn’t give up
smoking or lose that extra 20
Ibs. Dumb, eh?

FACT 2 - A balanced diet
low in saturated fat and
cholesterol, which contains

—the number of calories needed
to “maintain optimal body

- weight, will help reduce the
risk of heart attack and stroke
and prevent overweight as
well. Men with blood
cholestero! of 250 or more
have about three times the
risk of heart attack and stroke
than a man with a cholesterol
level below 194. The body gets
cholesterol in two ways:
through diet (not dieting) and
by manuracturing it. However,
when there is too much
cholesterol in the blood, it can
build up on the walls of the ar-
teries, narrow their
passageway and set the stage
for heart attack and stroke.

Stop eating junk food and
get on a proper diet. With
today’s automated living
habits, junk foods which are
high in cholesterol, increasing
pressure at work and limited
physical activity it is a wonder
we live as long as we do.

Let me stop here and ask
that you read this complete ar-
ticle. Most of you probably
won't like what | am going to
say, but read on anyway -- it

may just add a few good years
and the chance to catch that
record fish.

Exercising to most people
is something they think about
once a year, usually in the
spring or a New Year's
resolution when they realize
they are 20 Ibs. or more over-
weight, which most people
are. They haul out their oid
sweat suits, old tennis shoes
and make a farce out of get-
ting in shape. Their “get in
shape program” lasts about
one week, three at the most,
and they will probably do
themselves more harm than
good -- some will even die
trying.

Exercising, unlike dieting,
is not a fad. Exercising and
proper eating (not dieting) go
hand in hand. If you want to
quit smoking, lose that 20 Ibs.
of fat and get in shape, itis a
total commitment. It should
last from the day you start un-
til you die. It’s a new way of
fiving and if you don’t realize
this then you will accomplish
nothing. Exercise should
become as mucha partof your
day to day living as getting a
good night’s sleep, eating the
proper foods and even going
to the bathroom.

Exercising is work and it's
play. It’s tough to gut out that
extra mile but tremendously
self-satisfying to finish it. It’s
tough to get up early and run
three miles after a hard night
but the feeling that lasts all
day is worth it. lt’s tough to go
through that half hour of exer-
cise at the YMCA but looking
around and seeing 10 to 30
other guys sweating and grun-
ting just as hard as you makes
it easier and the half hour of
volleyball afterward is actually
fun.

Join a group - it’'s easier.
Look into your neighborhood
YMCA. They all have a men’s
and women’s exercise class.
And most important before
you do any type of exercising
be sure to see your doctor.
Begin a new and better way of
living today.

Good fishing and good
health.

: Paul Irvine

DON'T CUT

THAT FISH
By Jim Boyer, Director

How many times have you
been out fishing and come in
with a “big one”, only to find
out after you've filleted it that
it would have won some kind
of award? | know it has hap-
pened to me a number of
times with various fish.

Some of the most popular
fishing contests in the state
include the American Salmon
Derby - Lake Michigan from St.
Joseph to Manistee, Lake
Huron King Salmon Derby -
Lake Huron from Whitestone
Point to Sturgeon Point Light,
M.U.C.C.’s Fisharama, and the
DNR’s Master Angler Award

Program.

M.U.C.C’s Fisharama is
open to all licensed fisher-
men, after paying a $1.00 entry
fee, and awards $1,000.00 for
any State record fish and
$10,000.00 for any world
record. The DNR's Master
Angler Award Program awards
the angler a jacket patch for
any fish meeting the minimum
requirements and an award
suitable for framing for the
five largest fish in each
species.

The table below lists some
of the most popular fish, the
current state record, minimum
weights for master angler
award, and the weight of the
smallest fish that currently
would qualify for a master
angler award.

STATE RECORD MINIMUM  5TH LARGEST

Coho .......... 301bs. 7 oz. 14 Ibs. No entries
Chinook........ 44 |bs. 2 0z. 30 Ibs. No entries
Atlantic ........ 22 |bs. 10z. 12 Ibs. No entries
Lake Trout...... 53 Ibs. 16 Ibs. 161bs. 8oz.
Splake ......... 121bs.80z. 141Ibs.” 131Ibs. 2oz
Brown .... . .... 311Ibs.8o0z. 14 Ibs.* 14 Ibs. 11 0z.
Rainbow ....... 26 Ibs. 1 0z. 14 Ibs. 14 Ibs. 10 oz.

*5 Ibs. Inland Waters

with as many as 70,000 5-t0-30

CONTROLLED pound fish in the river at a
SALMON ACCESS time, have caused serious

PLANNED FOR

PLATTE RIVER

LANSING -- A controlled run
of 15,000 coho salmon will be
allowed this fall up the Platte
River in Benzie County as far
as the State Fish Hatchery
near Honor, announces Dr.
Howard A. Tanner, director of
the Department of Natural
Resources. About 20 miles of
river, including Loon and Plat-
te Lakes, are involved.

This modifies an earlier an-
nounced tentative decision to
keep all salmon out of the
Platte this year. In past
seasons heavy salmon runs,
extending over several weeks
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Courtesy, D. Peltier

FISH TIPS
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CHINOOK SALMON FISHING when they
have entered the rivers in the fall is still
“good fishin™. Fish the lower stretches

of the river using flatfish and tadpollies

by running them back through the holes.
....... and remember, “no down-riggers

e e D Rl

‘“‘people problems.”

Those problems have in-
cluded flagrant violations of
the five-fish daily cree! limit,
illegal snagging, trespass on
private property, littering, van-
dalism, destruction of river
banks, and removal of logs
and other cover from the river
itself.

Explaining his decision,
Director Tanner said:

“Obviously, we could not
allow the past situation to
continue. Things were frankly
out of control. Especially with
the high dollar value of
salmon eggs on the com-
mercial market, large con-
centrations of coho such as
we have had in the Platte in

allowed”!

= e NS s A TN

3



previous years brought out the
worst in some people eager to
capitalize on what they saw as
a bonanza. It would take a
small army of enforcement of-
ficers to cope with the
situation, and we don’'t have
such an army.

“Therefore, early last
spring, | ordered a “hold"” on
future salmon runs up the
Platte and some other
problem streams, while we

studied the problems and
developed workable
solutions.

“On the Piatte we have two
weirs, one about a mile up-
stream from the Lake
Michigan mouth and the other
approximately 20 miles farther
upstream at the hatchery. We
can block off salmon runs at
either or both. The stretch bet-
ween the two weirs is where
the problems occur.

“The decision to permit a
controlled run of 15,000 fish
through the lower weir up to
the hatchery is based on two
primary considerations:

‘1. We need to continue to
take eggs and raise fish from
the Platte River strain of coho.
That strain is amainstay of the
Lake Michigan sport fishery.
Loss of that source would be
an unacceptably severe blow
to the Great Lakes fish
program,

“2. The alternative to
aliowing a controlled run of
coho up the Platte is likewise
unacceptable. That alternative
involves trapping the fish at
the lower weir and trucking
them to the hatchery. We have
found through experience that
the stresses involved in han-
dling the salmon in this way
result in a very high loss of
fish and eggs. The eggs we do
get, and the fry that hatch
from them, are of significantly
lower quality than those
produced from a more natural
run. Nature’s way is still the
best way.

“Therefore, | have decided

that what is best for the
resource is, in this case, to let
15,000 coho through the lower
weir to swim naturally up to
the hatchery, where they will
be captured and their spawn
taken. To meet our needs for
13 million Platte River strain
eggs, 15,000 adult fish is the

irreducible minimum run
required.
“We will time this run

sometime after September 12,
looking for optimum con-
ditions which will encourage
the fish to swim longer, up to
two weeks. The weather and
water factors involved are not
totally within our control.

“After 15000 coho have
passed the weir, it will be
closed.

“Remaining fish barred
from the river at the lower weir
-- amounting to as many as
100,000 -- will be harvested un-
der contract with a com-
mercial operator. Steelhead
and brown trout taken in-
cidentally will be passed on
upstream.

“Under this plan, the Platte
River will be blocked to
salmon during most of the fall
season. The affected stretch
will not be closed to fishing
during the controlled brief
coho run. We expect some

fishing to occur. We will
provide law enforcement
adequate to handle any

problems that may come up.
“A controlled run of 15,000
tish over a period of a few
days is a far cry from the
situation we have had on the
Platte in past recent years. |
am confident this plan will
work in the best interests of
all involved, and ask the
cooperation of fishermen and
local people to help us make
sure that it does work *
Tanner also announced that
2,000 female coho will be
taken at the lower weir and
trucked to the hatchery as a
possible supplementary sour-
ce of eggs. “We want to con-

THE KINGS ARE IN: The time of the year is here.

The Kings are in. Time to put away the light equipment
and light line. Bring out the heavier gear, and sharpen
those salmon lures. The Kings are in ....

check your equipment and boats.....

SPECIALIZING IN BOAT INSURANCE
ALLIANCE UNDERWRITERS INC.

1700 N. Woodward Ave,, Bloomfield Hijls, Ml 48013 — 645-1300

SAFE BOATING I/

Paul Irvine,
Vice President

tinue experimenting on this
method of egg take for better
techniques and results,” he
explained.

Spawning cohos will also
be available at a weir on the
Little Manistee River, as
another backup egg source,

should the Platte run not work
out. “One way or another, we
will get the coho eggs’we
must have to continue the
Great Lakes program’”, he
promised.

(Bill Multendore)
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NOTES FROM THE
N.R.C. MEETING

ST. JOSEPH MI.

8-11-77

A proposed settlement of
Water Pollution penalties of
seven Michigan corporations;
Ford Motor Co., Great Lakes
Steel Co., Detroit Edison,
Abitibi Corp., Pennwalt Co.,
Hooker Chem. Co, and Har-
bison-Walker Corp., was one
of the important items on the
agenda.

The long-range goal of the
Federal water pollution con-
trol act is the zero discharge
of pollutants by July 1, 1985.
The July 1, 1977 date was the
first milestone in achieving
this goal. These seven cor-
porations are representative
of major industries which
missed the July 1 deadline by
a substantial margin. The time
needed for compliance ranges
from 18 months to 312 years.
The majority of facilities,
however, will be in com-
pliance within two years. The
U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency will not agree to ex-
tensions unless substantial
monetary penalties are ob-
tained from industrial
dischargers which have
missed the date.

The settlements agreed to
by the companies collectively
resultin $3.4 million being ob-
tained by the Department of

R TRVLTRY  TRVITE\ . T8N pSh7e FREE ESTIMATES

Natural Resources and more
importantly the installation of
$140 million of pollution con-
trol equipment to improve the
water quality in the areas af-
fected by the plants’
discharges.

In a private conversation
with Mr. John Scott, of the
D.N.R., he revealed some
future plans of the department
for the Great Lakes fisheries.
Starting perhaps with next
year’'s release of salmon
smolts; the fish will be fin clip-
ped marked to identify the
release point. Later when they
are caught by our members of
the M.S.S.F.A. we will be
asked to notify the D.N.R.
where the fish was caught and
under what conditions. This
will be part of a study or
research conducted by the
department in an effort to
learn more of the fish’s habits
of wandering and feeding.

Another bit of interesting
news was a plan thats being
considered for the building or
creating a rocky underwater
reef or shoal; somewhere in
the lower half of Lake
Michigan. This reef or shoal
would serve three purposes:

1. Provide a spawning area
for Lake Trout.

2. A fishing area where adult
fish might congregate.

3. An underwater break-
water that would have a poten-
tial to stop shore erosion.

The time for construction or
location of such areef has not
been decided; at this point the
project is only an idea.
Amount of money involved
pius the appropriation are still

(Continued on Page 8)
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3 THE EDITOR mainstay behind the
the big question mark. Steelhead organization and
The question was asked Mr.  Dear Gary: we should always strive to

- (
’&m@ Scott if the amount of forage
in the lake could support ad-
ditional fish. He said ‘‘yes, in-
deed the present fish

population are hardly using

Janet and | want to com-
pliment you and John on your
first edition as editor and
publisher of “Fishin’ Tales”.
We always tried to make

remain there.

Keep up the good work and
you can count on us for all the
help we can give.

Janet and Paul irvine

2818 Vinsetta

Royal Oak 48073 ““Fishin’ Tales” the best paper

we could and even though it
was controversial at times, we

half of what is available.”
He also said that another
500,000 lake trout a year could

FOR SALE be planted in the great lakes hoped it was in good taste.
The “Stinhray” a 1972 from the Marquette Hatchery The Detroit Area Chapter
Searay weekender, twin if our legislature would needs a voice to speak out SUPPORT OUR

165 HP Mercruiser 1/0’s
complete with all gear
and easy loader trailer -
Mike DeCamifllo (Direc-
tor) 535-6737.

authorize oniy $100,000 of
fisherman’s license money.
The bulk of such an increase
would go to Lake Huron.

Joe Domers Sr

against those who try to harm
our resources. It's an ac-
cepted fact that the state
organization is not going to do
or say anything that may upset
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the applecart. The Detroit
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